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MINUTES. 


AUGUSTA,  Georgia,  December  4,  1861. 

At  a  meeting  of  Ministers  and  Ruling  Elders,  who  had  been  commissioned  by 
their  respective  Presbyteries  to  convene  at  this  place,  on  this  day,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  it  was,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  N.  Waddel, 
D.D.,  (who,  in  conjunction  with  the  Rev.  John  H.  Gray,  D.D.  and  Joseph  Jones, 
had  been  nominated  by  a  majority  of  therresbyteries  in  the  Confederate  States, 
to  attend,  on  the  3d  inst.,  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  city,  to  act  as 
a  Committee  of  Commissions)  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Francis  McFarland,  D.D.,  one  of  the  most  venerable 
Commissioners  present,  be  appointed  to  preside  until  a  regular  organization  can  be 
effected. 

Dr.  McFarland  accordingly  presided,  and  on  his  motion,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  M- 
Palmer,  D.D,,  another  Commissioner  present,  who  had  been  proposed  for  this  ser- 
vice by  several  of  the  Presbyteries,  was  unanimously  chosen  to  preach  the  opening 
sermon. 

Dr.  Palmer  preached  in  accordance  with  this  choice,  and  took  for  his  text 
Ephesians  1 :  vs.  22d  and  23d — "  And  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head  over  all  things 
to  the  Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fullness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all." 

After  the  sermon,  Dr.  McFarland  proceeded  to  constitute  the  sessions  with 
prayer. 

Dr.  Waddel,  from  the  Committee  on  Commissions,  reported  that  the  following 
named  Commissioners  have  appeared  and  been  regularly  enrolled,  vis  : 

I.   SYNOD  OF  ALABAMA, 

PRESBYTERIES.  MINISTERS.  KEXIXCr    ELDERS. 

East  Alabama,  Alex.  McCorkle,  Jas.  Montgomery, 

South  Alabama,  G.  W   Boggs,  D.  C.  Houston, 

Tuscaloosa,  R.  B.  White,  D.D.,  Win.  P.  Webb. 

II.  SYNOD  OF  ARKANSAS. 

Arkansas,  Thomas  R.  Welch. 

Greek  Nation,  Robert  M.  Loughridge. 

Indian,  C.  Kingsbury,  D.D.,  (8.) 

Ouchita,  John  I.  Boozer,  E.  W.  Wright. 

III.  HERETOFORE  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SYNOD  OF 

BALTIMORE. 
Potomac,  John  H.  Bocock,  D.D. 

Winchester,  Wm.  H.  Foote,  D.D.,  J.  D.  Armstrong. 
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IV    SYNOD  OF  GEORGIA. 

Cherolec  X.  A.  Pratt,  D.D.,  David  Ardis.  (2) 

Flint  .Ricir  John  S.  Wilson,  D.D.,  John  Bonner. 

Florid,/,  J.  E.  DuBose,  Wm.  A.  Forward. 

Ceoraia.  O.  C.  Jones,  D.D. 

Hopcxrdl,  Joseph  11.  Wilson,  D.D.,  W.  L.  Mitchell.  (2) 

V    SYNOD  OF  MEMPHIS. 

Chickasaw,  Win.  V.  Frierson,  H.  II.  Kimmons. 

Mem-phi*,  John  X.  Wadclel,  D.D.,  J.  T.  Swayne. 

iVo^/t  Mmi.^ippi,  A.  II.  Caldwell,  T.  L.  Dunlap. 

Western  JJistri  -t,  James  II.  Gillespie. 

VI.  SYNOD  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 
Central  Mississippi.         John  Hunter. 
East  Mississippi,  Win.  0.  Emerson.  (2.) 

Louisiana,  John  A.  SmylitV 

Mississippi,  W   D.  Moore. 

A~rc  6wV,';,,v,  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D.,  Wm.  0.  Black. 

R.  Mclnni;,  David  Hadden. 

lied  Riser,  J.  Franklin  Ford. 

Tomlecl-liee.  James  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  Wm.  H.  Simpson.  (2) 

YIL  SYXOD  OF  NASHVILLE. 
Hohton,  J.  W  Elliott,  (2>  S.  B.  McAdams.  (2) 

Knoirilli,  R.  O.  Onrrey,  Joseph  A.  Brooks. 

Maury,  Shepard  Wells. 

Nashville.  R.  B.  MeMullen,  D.D,  A.  W.  Putnam.  (3) 

Tuscumlin,  James  II.  Lorance,  L.  B.  Thornton.  (2) 

VIII.  SYNOD  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Concord,  R.  II.  Morrison,  D.D.,  J.  G.  Ramsay. 

K.  Hett  Chapman,  D.D.,  William  Murdock. 

Fayetteci/le,  Hector  McLean,  J.  II.  Dickson. 

F.  K.  Nash.  J.  G.  Shepherd.  (2) 

Orange,  Drury  Lacy,  D.D. ,  Jesse  H.  Lindsay. 

P.  H.  Daltou,  Charles  Phillips. 

IX.  SYNOD  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Charleston,  Jas.  II.  Thornwell,  D.D.,  W.  P.  Finley. 

Aaron  W.  Leland,  D.D. 

Bethel,  John  S.  Harris,  Robert  S.  Hope. 

Harmony,  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.D..  J.  B.  Jennings. 

I).  E.  Frierson,  J.  S.  Thompson. 

South  Carol  inn.  John  B.  Adger,  D.D.,  Thomas  C.  Perrin. 

D.  McNeill  Turner,  D.D.,  Job  Johnstone. 

X.  SYNOD  OF  TEXAS. 
Brazos,  11.  W.  Bailey,  D.D. 

Central  Texas,  Levi  Tenney. 

Eastern  Texas,  Hillery  Moseley. 

Western  Texas,  R.  F.  Bunting. 

XL  SYXOD  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Creenhrier,  Samuel  R.  Houston,  B.  F.  Renick. 

East  ITa  nova;  Theodorick  Pryor,  D.D.,  W  F.C.Gregory. 

Lexinijlon,  Francis  McFarland,  D.D.,  Jas.  W  Gilkeson. 

Wm.  T.  Richardson,  John  L.  Campbell. 

Montf/oniery,  Samuel  D.  Stuart,  Frederic  Johnston. 

Eoanoh-,  Jas.  B.  Ramsay,  D.D.,  Samuel  McCorkle. 

West  Hanover,  Peyton  Harrison,  Thos.  E.  Perkinson. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  a  recess  was  taken  until  o\  o'clock,  P,  M. 


WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  34-  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  proceeded  to  an  election  for  officers.     The  Hew  Benja- 
min M.  Palmer,   D.D.,  was  unanimously   chosen  Moderator,    and   the  Rev.   D 
McNeill  Turner,  D.D.  and  the   Rev.  Jno.  N.  Waddel,  D.D.,   were  unanimously 
chosen  Temporary  Clerks. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Thornwell  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel,  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  inform  Dr.  Palmer  of  his  election  and  conduct  him  to  the  Chair. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Quigg,  Delegate  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the 
South,  was  introduced,  and  invited  to  a  seat  with  the  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  Dr,  Thornwell,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  to-wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Moderator  he  authorized  to  appoint  the  Standing  Committees 
which  are  usual  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Resolved.,  That  this  Assembly  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  precedents  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

The  following  resolutions  were  presented  by  Dr.  Thornwell,  and,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Leland,  were  unanimously  adopted,  viz  : 

1.  That  the  style  and  title  of  this  Church  shall  he,  The  Prcdnjtcrian  Church  in 
the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

2.  That  this  Assembly  declare,  in  conformity  with  the  unanimous  decision  of 
our  Presbyteries,  that  the  Confession  of  Faith,  the  Larger  and  Shorter  Catechisms, 
the  Form  of  Government,  the  Book  of  Discipline,  and  the  Directory  of  Worship, 
which  together  make  up  the  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  are  the  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  only  substituting  the  term  "Confederate  States'"  for 
"  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  at  9 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  to  spend  the  first  half-hour  in  devotional  ex- 
ercises. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Moderator. 


THURSDAY  MORNING-,  December  5,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  engaged  in  devotional  exercises  for  half  an  hour. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  then  read,  amended  and  approved. 

J.  M.  Elliott,  Samuel  B.  McAdams,  W  C.  Emerson,  L.  B.  Thornton,  W-  II. 
Simpson,  James  G.  Shepherd  and  Wm.  L.  Mitchell  appeared,  and  were  enrolled 
as  additional  Commissioners. 

The  hearing  of  a  Report  by  Dr.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  on  the  subject  of  Foreign 
Missions,  was  made  the  first  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion  of  R.  Mclnnis,  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  Domestic  Mis- 
sions was  made  the  first  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  morning.  * 

A  communication  from  the  Presbytery  of  Western  Texas  was  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

A  communication  from  A.  W  Putnam,  Ruling  Elder  in  the  Presbytery  of 
Nashville,  was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  Assembly — 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  one  Minister  and  one  Puling  Elder 
from  each  of  the  Synods  belonging  to   this  Assembly,  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
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Address  to  all  the  Churches  of  Jesus  Christ  throughout  the  earth,  setting  forth  the 
causes  of  our  separation  from  the  Churches  in  the  United  States,  our  attitude  m 
relation  to  slavery,  and  a  general  view  of  the  policy  which,  as  a  Church,  we  pro- 
pose to  pursue.  .         . 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McFarland,  the  determination  of  the  Synodical  relation  ot 
the  Presbyteries  of  Winchester  and  Potomac,  was  referred  to  a  Committee.  Dr. 
McFarland,  Dr.  Bailey  and  C.  Phillips  were  appointed  this  Committee. 

The  Moderator  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees  : 

On  Bills  and  Overtures.—  Ministers— Francis  McFarland,  D.D.,  R.  Hett  Chap- 
man, P.D.,  J.  II.  Thornwell,  D.D.,  E.  B.  White,  D.D.,  J.  A.  Smyhe,  A.  H.  Cald- 
well, T.  R.  Welch,  L.  Tenney.  Ruling  Elders— F.  Johnston,  J.  H.  Dickson,  1.  C. 
Perrin,  J.  Bonner,  James  Mongomery. 

Judicial  Committee.—  Ministers— R.  II.  Morrison,  D.D.,  W.  T.  Richardson,  Shep- 
ard  Wells,  John  S.  Wilson,  D.D.,  A.  B.  McCorkle.  Elders— Job  Johnstone,  Saml. 
McCorkle,  J.  G.  Ramsay,  W  P..  Webb. 

On  Theological  Seminaries. — Ministers — Peyton  Harrison,  X.  A.  Pratt,  D.D.,  J. 
S.  Harris,  II.  McLean,  John  Hunter.  Elders— J.  L.  Campbell,  J.  II.  Dickson,  J.  S. 
Thompson. 

On  DomesHe  Missions.—  Ministers— C.  C.  Jones,  D.D.,  R.  M.  Loughridge,  P.  II. 
Dalton,  R.  Mclnnis,  S.  D.  Stuart,  Elders— J.  I).  Armstrong,  E,  S.  Hope,  D.  C. 
Houston,  H.  II.  Kimmons. 

On,  Foreign  Missions.— Ministers— J.  B.  Ramsay,  D.D.,  J.  L.  Wilson,  D.D.,  F. 
K.  Mash,  J.'H.  Gillespie.     Elders— J.  G.  Shepherd,  D.  Ardis. 

On  Education.—  Ministers— Drurv  Lacy,  D.D.,  R.  B.  McMullen,  D.D.,  W.  D. 
Moore.     Elders— C.  Phillips,  W.  P.'Finlev,  W.  F.  C.  Gregory. 

On  Publication.—  Ministers— J.  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  W  II.  Foote,  D.D.,  G.-W.Boggs, 
R.  O.  Currey.     Elders — D.  Hadden,  J.  H.  Lindsay. 

On  Church  Extension.— Ministers— R.  W.  Bailey,  D.D.,  J.  H.  Bocock,  D.D.,  J. 
E.  DuBose.     Elders — J.  T.  Swayne,    T.  E.  Perkinson. 

On  Systematic  Benevolence. — Ministers — J.  B.  Adger,  D.D.,  S.  R.  Houston,  J.  H. 
Lorance.     Elders — J.  W.  Gilkeson,  W.  Murdoch. 

On  the  Narrative. — Ministers — A.  W  Lelaricl,  D.D.,  R.  B.  Bunting,  J.  I.  Boozer. 
Elders— B.  F.  Renick,  J.  A.  Brooks. 

On  Foreign  Correspondence. — Ministers — Theodorick  Pryor,  D.D.,  J.  F.  Ford, 
D.  E.  Frierson.     Elders — T.  S.  Duulap,  J.  Beattie  Jennings. 

On  Devotional  Exercises. — Ministers — J.  R.  Wilson,  D.D.,  W-  V  Frierson.  El- 
der—E.  W  Wright. 

On  Leave  of  Absence.- — Ministers — John  S.  Wilson,  D.D.,  Hillery  Moseley.  El- 
der—W   A.  Forward. 

On  Finance. — T.  C.  Perrin,  I>.  Hadden,  S.  B.  Me  Adams. 

On  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia. — Ministers — R.  B.  McMullen,  D.D., 
A.  B.  McCorkle.     Elder— Charles  Phillips. 

Records  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina.—  Ministers — J.  A.  Smylie,  R.  0.  Cur- 
rey.    Elder — W.  A.  Forward. 

Records  of  the  Sy nod  of  Nashville. — Ministers — J.  E.  DuBose,  S.  R.  Houston. 
Elder— W  P.  Finley. 

Records  of  the  Synod,  of  South  Carolina. — Ministers — S.  D.  Stuart,  Shepard 
Wells.     Elder— W.  C.  Black. 

Record*  of  the  Synod  of  Georgia. — Ministers — W  D.  Moore,  F.  K.  Mash.  Elder 
— J.  T.  Swayne. 

Records  of  the  Synod  of  Alalamu. — Ministers — D.  E.  Frierson,  II.  McLean.  El- 
der— J.  S.  Thompson. 

Records  of  the  Synod  of  Mississippi. — Ministers — J.  H.  Bocock,  D.D.,  J.  R.  Wil- 
son, D.D.     Elder — J.  G.  Ramsay. 

Records  of  the  Synod  of  Memphis.—  Ministers—  R.  B.  White,  D.D.,  P,  H.  Dal- 
ton.    Elder — R.  S.  Hope. 

Records  of  the  Synod  of  Arkansas. — Ministers — R.  H.  Chapman,  D.D.,  J.  E. 
Ford.     Elder — J.  Montgomery. 

Records  of  the  Sunod  of  Texas. — Ministers — J.  H.  Lorance,  John  Hunter.  El- 
der—T.  C.  Perrin. 
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On  motion  of  David  Hadden,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  report  upon  the 
propriety  of  securing  a  Charter  for  the  Assembly.  Chancellor  Johnstone.  Judge 
Shepherd  and  W   L.  Mitchell,  were  appointed  on  this    Committee. 

On  motion  of  R.  Mclnnis,  the  question  of  establishing  a  Sunday  School  paper 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  the  Standing  Committees  to  which  were  re- 
ferred the  several  subjects  of  Foreign  Missions,  Domestic  Missions,  Education, 
Publication,  Church  Extension,  and  Systematic  Benevolence,  were  directed  to 
present  their  Reports  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named  on  the  successive  days 
of  next  week,  at  10  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pryor,  the  Stated  Clerk  was  directed  to  publish  the  opening 
Sermon  of  Dr.  Palmer  in  the  Appendix  to  the  minutes. 

The  Moderator  then  announced  the  following  Committee  on  the  Address  to  the 
Churches  :  James  H.  Thornwell,  D.D.,  Theodorick  Pryor,  D.D.,  F  K.  Nash,  R. 
McTnnis,  C  C.  Jones,  D.D.,  R.  B.  White,  D.D.,  W  D.  Moore,  J.  H.  Gillespie, 
J.  I.  Boozer,  R.  W:  Bailey,  D.D.,  J.  D.  Armstrong,  C.  Phillips,  Joseph  A. 
Brooks,  W  P.  Finley,  Samuel  McCorkle,  W  P.  Webb,  Wm.  L.  Black,  T.  L. 
Dunlap  and  E.  W  Wright. 

On  motion  of  W  P  Webb,  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  relating  to  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,   was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bocock,  a  resolution  respecting  religious  liberty  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  Chaplains,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

On  motion  of  Jno.  A.  Smylie,  the  consideration  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly,  was  made  the  second  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  R..  0.  Currey,  a  paper  introduced  by  Judge  Swayne,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  xfnion  between  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  and  other  Churches  of  like  faith  and  order,  was  referred  to  a  special 
Committee,  consisting  of  one  Minister  and  one  Elder  from  each  Synod  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Assembly. 

Dr.  McMullen,  Dr.  Ramsay,  Dr.  Chapman,  Dr.  Adger,  Dr.  Pratt,  A.  B. 
McCorkle,  R.  Mclnnis,  A.  H.  Caldwell,  T.  R.  Welch,  R.  F.  Bunting,  Ministers ; 
with  W  F.  C.  Gregory,  J.  H.  Dickson,  L.  B.  Thornton,  T.  C.  Perrin,  A\r  Ardis, 
James  Montgomery,  W  H.  Simpson,  D.  Hadden,  J.  T.  Swayne  and  E.  T. 
Wright,  Ruling  Elders,  were  appointed  on  this  committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  the  Assembly 

Befiolved,  To  hold  its  sessions  for  the  residue  of  the  present  week  from  9|  o'clock, 
A.  I\L,  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  to  spend  the  first  half  hour  of  every  day  of  the 
remaining  sessions,  in  devotional  exercises. 

Dr.  McFarland,  from  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  determination 
of  the  Synodical  relation  of  the  Presbyteries  of  Winchester  and  Potomac  report- 
ed, recommending  that  they  be  enrolled  as  Presbyteries  "  heretofore  belonging  to 
the  Synod  of  Baltimore."     Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lycn,  it  was  made  the  second  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow 
to  hear  the  Delegate  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South. 

On  motion  of  R.  Mclnnis,  the  Clerks  of  the  Assembly  were  authorized  to  pro- 
cure, nr  the  use  of  the  members,  2-30  printed  copies  of  the  Roll  of  Commission- 
ers, ami  of  the  Standing  Committees. 

On  j  ;otion  of  David  Hadden,  a  resolution  touching  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains by  the  General  Government,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and 
Overtn.es. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9£  o'clock.  Closed 
with  prayer  by  Dr.  Chapman. 


10  MINUTES:OF  THE  [A.  D. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  December  6,  9£  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  Cyrus  Kingsbury,  D.D.,  and  A.  W  Putnam,  appeared  and  were  en- 
rolled as  additional  Commissioners. 

An  election  was  held  for  the  choice  of  a  Stated  Clerk  and  a  Permanent  Clerk. 
The  Rev.  Jno  N.  Waddel,  D.D.,  was  chosen  Stated  Clerjr,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph 
R.  Wilson,  D.D.,  Permanent  Clerk. 

It  was  made  the  first  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning  to  receive  the 
Statistical  Reports  and  Narratives  from  the  Presbyteries,  and  the  Reports  on 
Synodical  Records. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pryor,  the  salary  of  the  Stated  Clerk  was  fixed  at  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  ($150)  per  annum  ;  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Leland,  that  of 
the  Permanent  Clerk  was  fixed  at  one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  per  annum. 

The  first  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  viz :  the  presentation  of  a  Report  on 
the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  by  J.  L.  Wilson,  D.D.     [See  Appendix.  | 

Oa  motion  of  Dr.  Chapman,  the  following  minute  was  adopted,  viz  :  This  As- 
sembly has  heard  with  pleasure  the  very  interesting  Report  of  the  Provisional 
Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  through  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  and  desire 
heartily  to  approve  of  said  Report,  cordially  to  thank  Dr,  Wilson  and  the  commit- 
tee for  their  eminent  services  at  this  trying  crisis  :  and 

Resolved,  That  this  Report,  the  journal,  and  other  papers,  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

,  Dr.  Kingsbury  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 
According  to  previous  order,   the  Moderator    invited  the   Rev.  H.  Quigg,  as  a 
Delegate  from   the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  to  address  the  As- 
sembly. 

To  the  earnest  and  cordial  address  of  Mr.  Quigg,  the  Moderator  responded  in  a 
like  spirit,  reciprocating  the  sentiments  of  affection  and  esteem  borne  to  this  body 
kby  the  representative  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South. 
On  motion  of  W  P  Webb,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted ; 

Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  has  heard  -with  great  pleasure  the  Address  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Quigg,  the  Delegate  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  that 
we  cordially  reciprocate  his  expressions  ot  Christian  love  and  fraternal  regard. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  thank  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  for  sending  a 
Delegate  to  us ;  and  also  return  our  thanks  to  the  Delegate  for  his  able  and  inter- 
esting address  delivered  in  this  Assembly. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Wilson  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted,  to-wit —  • 

Whereas,  It  will  now  become  necessary,  in  the  altered  relations  of  our  Church, 
shortly  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  with  such  emendations 
as  shall  conform  it  to  the  style  and  title  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confed- 
erate States ;  and, 

Whereas,  The  necessity  has  long  been  felt  for  a  revision  of  the  Book  of  Discip- 
line of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  it  is  highly  proper  that  such  revision  should  be 
made  before  another  edition  of  the  Book  is  printed.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  now  appointed,  to  which  shall  be  referred  the 
work  of  such  revision  or  amendments  of  the  Form  of  Government  and  Book  of 
Discipline,  and  that  said  committee  be  required  to  report  to  the  next  General  As- 
sembly. 

The  Assembly  Rcsoleed,  That  this  committee  should  consist  of  nine  members,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Moderator. 

The  following  persons  were  placed  upon  this  Committee  :  J  H.  Thornwelb 
D.  D.,  R.  L.  Dabney,  D.  D,  B.  M.  Smith,  D,  D.,  J.  B.  Adger,  D.  D,  and  E.  T- 
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Baird,  D.  D.  Ministers:  with  Ruling  Elders  W„  P.  Webb,.T.  G.  Perrin,  W  L. 
Mitchell,  Job  Johnstone. 

To  this  Committee  -Judge  Shepherd  was  afterwards  added  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Thornwell. 

Dr.  Foote  presented  a  paper  respecting  the  Synodical  relations  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Winchester,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  the  Assembly  by  the  Young  Men's  Reading 
Room  and  Library  Association,  to  visit  and  use  their  rooms  during  its  present  ses- 
sions. On  motion  of  Dr.  Pryor  this  courteous  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  Assembly  were  returned  to  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  W  P  Webb,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  will  spend  the  next  half  hour  which  is  ap- 
pointed for  devotional  exercises,  in  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  His  blessing  upon 
these  Confederate  States,  and  especially  upon  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  our  ar- 
mies who  are  exposed  to  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  the  battle  field  and  the 
camp. 

Rev.  R.  Mclnnis  presented  the  following  paper  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication : 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Mississippi. 

Touching  the  Overtures  to  the  General  Assembly  to  establish  a  Board  of  Publi- 
cation in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  the  offer  of  our  property  there  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  such  an  Overture  might  embarrass  the 
freedom  of  the  Assembly  in  the  premises ;  which  body  might  prefer  to  look  over 
the  whole  ground  and  locate  their  different  agencies  at  points  where  the  interests 
of  the  Church  would  be  best  subserved,  without  solicitations  from  particular  local- 
ities. It  would,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  be  unwise  for  the  Synod  now 
so  to  transfer  this  property  to  any  other  body  as  to  alienate  entirely  their  control 
over  the  same;  and  transfer  at  the  present  time  would  be  embarrassed  by  the  lease 
which  was  granted  last  year  and  which  has  yet  four  years  to  run. 

But  should  the  Assembly  desire  of  its  own  motion  to  locate  their  Board  of  Publica- 
tion at  N.  Orleans,  the  Synod  might  with  propriety  offer  the  free  use  of  this  property 
to  the  Assembly  for  that  purpose — subject  only  to  the  encumbrance  of  the  exist- 
ing lease  which  in  that  event,  might  possibly  be  in  some  form,  adjusted ;  or  should 
the  Assembly  desire  to  establish  a  large  depository  of  books  at  so  important  a  cen- 
tre as  New  Orleans,  the  Synod  might  offer,  without  any  encumbrance,  the  por- 
tion of  their  building  now  used  for  purpose  of  a  Depository,  and  thus  merge  the 
Synodical  Depository  into  a  larger  one  under  the  control  of  the  Assembly. 

True  extract,  October  26th.  1861.  R.  McINNIS,  St.  Clerk. 

Dr.  McFarland,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  submitted  Over- 
ture No.  1,  as  follows :  Overture  from  Poplar  Creek  Church :  Is  a  brother,  or  a 
memberpf  a  Church,  in  good  and  regular  standing,  and  entitled  to  a  dismission  in  due 
form,  when  about  to  remove  to  another  Church,  who  has,  for  some  time  prior  to 
his  application  for  such  dismission,  absented  himself  from  the  ministrations  of  the 
word  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Church  on  account  of  personal  prejudices  ? 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  answer :  In  the  judgment  of  this  As- 
sembly, every  member  of  our  Church  is  entitled  to  a  dismission  in  good  standing, 
unless  process  be  commenced  against  him,  it  being  left  to  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  session  to  determine  from  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  tabling  charges  against  him  or  not. 

Ordered,  That  this  Overture,  with  the  answer  of  the  Committee,  be  docketed. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  on  to-morrow  morning  at  9£  o'clock.  Closed 
with  p:iyer  by  Dr.  McFarland. 
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SATURDAY  MORNING,  December  7,  9£  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  special  prayer  for  the  bless- 
ing of  God  upon  the  cause  of  the  Confederate  States,  according  to  previous  order. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Fryor,  the  Temporary  Clerks  appointed  at  the  opening  of  the 
sessions  were  continued  in  office. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

Rev.  Dr.  McFarland  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  submitted  an 
Overture  (No.  2)  from  the  Presbytery  of  Tuscumbia  and  the  proposed  answer  to 
it,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  an  Overture  be  presented  by  our  Commissioners  to  the  next  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  earnestly  requesting  that  the  Presbytery  of  Tuscumbia  be  transfer- 
red to  the  Synod  of  Memphis,  and  that  our  Commissioners  are  hereby  invested 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  use  all  necessary  means  to  secure  this  end. 

The  Committee  having  had  a  full  conference  with  the  Commissioners  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Tuscumbia,  and  likewise  with  several  members  of  the  Synod  of 
Nashville,  recommend  that  the  request  be  granted,  and  that  said  Presbytery  be 
transferred  to  the  Synod  of  Memphis. 

Dr.  McFarland  also  submitted  Overture  No.  3,  viz  ; 

Whereas,  The  Presbytery  of  Winchester  did  at  her  spring  session,  1860,  express 
her  conviction  of  the  propriety  and  advantage  of  a  change  of  her  connection  with 
the  Synod  of  Baltimore  to  a  connection  with  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  and  made 
known  her  convictions  of  duty  to  the  Synod  of  Baltimore  at  the  her  last  meeting, 
and  Whereas,  the  reasons  of  such  change  of  relationship,  the  application  for  which 
was  directed  by  vote  of  Presbytery  to  be  made  in  1861,  are  not  lessened  but  rather 
increased,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Presbytery  take  the  necessary  step  to  be  connected  with  the 
Synod  of  Virginia  as  soon  as  convenient  and  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  be  held  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  be  instructed  to  ask  that,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  this  Presbytery  be  united  with  said  Synod." 

The  Committee  recommend  that  this  request  be  granted,  which  recommendation 
was  adopted  by  the  Assembly  :  and  the  said  Presbytery  was  accordingly  trans- 
ferred. 

Synodical  and  Presbyterial  Reports  and  Narratives  were  then  called  for,  pre- 
sented, and  transferred  to  the  appropriate  Committees. 

On  motion  of  R.  Mclnnis,  the  Assembly 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerks  of  Presbyteries  be  directed  to  forward  to  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  without  delay,  the  Statistical  Eeports  of 
their  several  Presbyteries,  so  that  they  may  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes  of  this 
Assembly. 

Pursuant  to  previous  order,  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions, 
through  Rev,  Mr.  Mclnnis,  presented  their  Report  which  was  adopted,  and,  en 
motion  of  Dr.  Adger,  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Mis- 
sions.    (See  Appendix.) 

W  P.  Webb  offered  a  Resolution  touching  the  claims  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  property,  the  title  to  which  has 
heretofore  been  vested  in  the  several  Boards  of  Trustees  in  connection  with  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  which  Reso- 
lution, together  with  the  whole  subject,  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Pryor,  referred  to  a 
special  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs,  "Webb,  Mitchell,  Perrin,  Shepherd,  Gre- 
gory, Johnstone  and  Forward. 

The  following  Resolution  was  offered  by  Prof.  J.  L.  Campbell,  and  referred,  on 
motion  of  W,  D.  Moore,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance : 
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Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  having  but  one  Treasurer,  by  whom  all  the  funds  under  the  control  of 
the  General  Assembly  shall  be  received  and  disbursed. 

Dr.  Thornwell,  from  the  Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  Churches  of 
Jesus  Christ  throughout  the  earth,  presented  a  Report  which  was  accepted  and 
placed  upon  the  docket. 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  morning  at  9i-  o'clock. 
Closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  December  9,  8£  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Pryor,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Report  which  was  accepted,  amended  and  adopted  : 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  appreciates  the  precious  import  of  that  memorable  prayer  addressed 
by  the  adorable  Redeemer  to  the  Father,  in  full  view  of  the  agony  of  the  garden 
and  the  cross :  "  that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou  Father  art  in  Me,  and  I  in 
Thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  Us,  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  has 
sent  Me  ;"  and  impelled  by  a  sincere  desire  to  meet  the  full  measure  of  responsi- 
bility, which  devolves  upon  us,  as  a  branch  of  Christ's  visible  Church,  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  vastly  important  petition,  would  most  earnestly  endeavor  to 
draw  closer  the  bonds  of  Christian  intercourse  and  communion  between  all 
Churches  of  like  faith  and  order  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  This 
Assembly,  therefore,  affectionately  solicits  fraternal  correspondence  with  the  follow- 
ing Churches,  viz ;  The  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  the  United  Synod 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  German  Reformed  Synod, 
within  the  Confederate  States,  And  in  order  to  consummate  this,  our  Christian 
purpose  and  desire,  the  Assembly  will,  at  its  present  session,  appoint  and  commis- 
sion Delegates  to  the  aforesaid  Churches,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  arrange 
and  adopt  articles  of  permanent  intercourse  and  correspondence,  which,  however, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Assembly  for  its  ratification  or  rejection. 

Rev.  Dr.  Ramsey  presented  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Misssions,  which  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  that  portion  of  the  Report  which  relates  to  the  organization  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  Foreign  Missions,  taking  it  up  resolution  by  resolution,  reserv- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  Preamble  for  the  close ;  and  to  postpone  the  consider- 
ation of  that  part  of  the  Report  which  relates  to  the  Provisional  Committee  until 
this  evening. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  pending  the  discussion  on  the  Resolutions,  to  meet  at 
7  o'clock  to-night.    Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  D.  E.  Frierson. 


MONDAY,  7  o'clock,  P  M. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Howe. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  the  second  series  of  resolutions  contained  in 
the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  was  taken  up,  and, 
after  discussion  by  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  addresses  by  Rev.  Mr.  Lough' 
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ridge,  Missionary  among  the  Creeks,  Rev.  Allen  Wright  a  Choctaw  Indian,  and 
Rev.  Edward  Williams,  Missionary  to  Western  Africa,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
;f|On  motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  the  Assembly  adjourned  until  to-morrow 

Closed  with  prayer. 


TUESDAY    MORNING,  December  10,  9£  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises, 
The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Smylie  offered  the  following  resolution  which,  on  motion  of  Rev.  F. 
K.  Nash,  was  laid  on  the  table  in  order  to  take  up  the  unfinished  business  : 

Hesohed,  That  the  practice  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States,  whereby  much  valuable  time  was  consumed,  of  holding  anni- 
versaries for  the  various  objects  of  Christian  benevolence,  be  discontinued  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Church. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  F,  K.  Nash,  the  order  for  the  day  was  suspended  until  12 
o'clock,  in  order  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Missions. 

Dr.  McFarland  moved  to  amend  the  Report  by  providing  that  the  Secretary 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Committee  and  not  by  the  General  Assembly.  After  full 
discussion  this  amendment  was  rejected. 

Other  amendments  to  the  first  article  were  submitted  by  Dr.  Thornwell,  Rev, 
R.  0.  Currey,  and  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  that  of  the  latter  being  adopted,  to  wit : 
"  The  Secretary  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  also  its 
organ  of  communication  with  all  portions  of  the  work  committed  to  its  oversight." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bocock,  the  Report  was  then  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
-mittee  on  Foreign  Missions  with  instructions  to  accommodate  its  language  to  the 
sense  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Assembly  now  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  to 
wit :  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Jones  accordingly  presented  this  Report,  which  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bocock  the  Assembly 

Sesolved,  That  the  principles  of  organization  involved  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  be  considered  as  applying  to  all  the 
Executive  Committees  to  be  appointed. 

On  motion  of  R.  Mclnnis  the  first  part  of  the  Report  on  Domestic  Missions 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  W  P  Webb,  Dr.'  C.  C.  Jones  was  requested  to  address  the  As- 
sembly to-night  upon  the  subject  of  the  religious  instruction  of  the  colored  people, 
and  that  the  Resolution   in  the  Report  which  refers  to  this  subject,  be  made  the 
first  order  for  this  evening, 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived  the  Assembly  adjourned  until  7  o'clock, 
P.  M.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Pratt. 


TUESDAY,  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson. 

In  pursuance  of  the  previous  order,  the  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Resolution  in  the  Report  on  Domestic  Missions  which  refers  to  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  colored  people,  when  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones  addressed  the 
Assembly,  according  to  arrangement. 
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After  discussion  by  other  Commissioners,  the  Kesolution  was,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Joseph  R.  Wilson,  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Turner,  the  Assembly  requested  Dr.  Jones  to  prepare  a 
Pastoral  Letter  to  be  addressed  to  the  Churches  on  the  subject  of  the  instruction 
of  the  colored  population  of  these  States. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Wilson  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9£  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  McMullen. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  December  11,  9£  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  R.  Mclnnis,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  reconsider  its  action  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones  to  prepare  a  Pastoral  Letter  to 
the  churches  on  the  subject  of  instructing  the  colored  people  ;  when,  on  motion  of 
Rev,  W  T.  Richardson,  the  Assembly 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones  be  requested  to  prepare  and  publish  the  address 
which  he  delivered  last  evening. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lyon,  the  Assembly 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  of  which  Dr.  Jones  shall  be  Chairman,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  Pastoral  Letter  on  the  subject  of  the  religious  instruction  of 
the  colored  people,  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  General  Assembly. 

At  his  own  request  Dr.  Jones  was  excused  from  serving  as  Chairman  of  this 
committee.  The  committee  was  afterwards  constituted  as  follows :  Dr.  James  A. 
Lyon,  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones,  and  Dr.  Theodoric  Pryor. 

i%Dr.  Ramsay,  from  the  committee  on  Foreign  Missions  to  which  was  recommit- 
ted their  Report  with  the  adopted  amendments  thereto,  presented  the  altered  Re- 
port, when  on  motion  of  Dr.  R.  B.  White,  the  words  "  who  shall  be  styled  Secre- 
tary of  Foreign  Missions,"  were  ordered  to  be  inserted  after  the  word  Secretary 
in  the  first  article. 

On  motion  of  J.  L.  Campbell  the  word  "  instructions"  was  substituted  for  the 
word  "directions"  in  the  third  article. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  first  resolution  of  the  Report  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Gillespie  the  second  resolution  of  the  Report,  with  the 
words  "  for  the  present"  stricken  out,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  third  resolution,  relating  to  a  charter  for  this 
committee,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charters. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Chapman  the  Preamble  was  adopted. 

The  whole  Report,  as  amended  and  finally  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  offer  as 
their  Report  the  following,  viz : 

PART  1. 

For  the  organization  of  a  permanent  agency  for  conducting  Foreign  Missions, 
they  propose  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  viz : 

Being  deeply  impressed  with  a  sence  of  the  obligation  laid  upon  the  church  by 
her  great  Head  to  "  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature," 
and  the  consequent  claims  which  the  various  Pagan,  Mohammedan,  Jewish  and 
Papal  nations  of  the  earth  have  upon  the  church  for  the  blessings  of  a  pure  gospel ; 
feeling  too  that  one  of  the  great  ends  of  the  institution  of  the  church  was  that  she 
might  in  her  collective  organized  strength,  impart  the  knowledge  of  salvation  to  all 
the  kindreds  and  peoples  and  tongues  among  men,  and  that  so  far  as  it  has  been 
revealed  to  men  there  can  be  no  salvation  for  the  heathen  without  such  knowledge ; 
remembering  also  the  many  tokens  of  divine  favor  bestowed  upon  the  efforts  of 
Southern  Christians  while  laboring  in  connection  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
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the  United  States,  and  that  an  important  portion  of  that  work  in  the  Providence  of 
God  had  been  laid  upon  their  shoulders  even  before  they  had  a  distinct  ecclesiasti- 
cal organization  of  their  own ;  and  in  view  of  the  further  fact  that  God  by  his  pro- 
vidence has  for  some  years  been  removing  the  obstacles  that  have  heretofore  pre- 
vented the  introduction  of  the  gospel  among  the  great  heathen  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  has  at  the  same  time  bestowed  upon  the  Southern  Church  all  the  means 
and  agents  necessary  for  taking  a  large  and  distinguished  share  in  the  great  work 
of  evangelizing  the  nations  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  General  Assembly  proceed  to  appoint  an  Executive  Commit- 
tee with  its  proper  officers,  to  carry  on  this  work,  and  that  the  character  and  func- 
tions of  this  Committee  be  comprised  in  the  following  articles  as  its  constitution, 
viz: 

Art.  I.  This  Committee  shall  be  known  as  the  Executive  Committee  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  It 
shall  consist  of  a  Secretary,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Missions 
and  who  shall  be  the  Committee's  organ  of  communication  with  the  Assembly  and 
with  all  portions  of  the  work  entrusted  to  this  Committee,  a  Treasurer  and  nine  other 
members,  three  of  whom  at  least  shall  be  Puling  Elders  or  Deacons,  or  private 
members  of  the  Church,  all  appointed  annually  by  the  General  Assembly,  and 
shall  be  directly  amenable  to  it  for  the  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties 
entrusted  to  its  care.     Vacancies  occurring  ad  interim,  it  shall  fill,  if  necessary. 

Art.  II.  It  shall  meet  once  a  month,  or  oftener  if  necessary,  at  the  call  of  the 
Chairman  or  Secretary ;  five  members  may  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business.  It  may  enact  Bye-Laws  for  its  government,  the  same  being  sub- 
ject to  the  revisal  and  approval  ot  the  General  Assembly. 

Art.  III.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  take  direction  and 
control  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  work,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  may  be 
given  by  the  General  Assembly  from  time  to  time  ;  to  appoint  missionaries  and 
assistant  missionaries;  to  designate  their  fields  of  labor,  and  provide  for  their  sup- 
port ;  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  to  give  such  di- 
rections in  relation  to  their  respective  duties  as  may  seem  necessary  ;  to  authorise 
appropriations  and  expenditures  of  money  including  the  salaries  of  officers,  to  com- 
municate to  the  Churches  from  time  to  time  such  information  about  the  Missionary 
work  as  may  seem  important  to  be  known,  and  to  lay  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly from  year  to  year,  a  full  report  of  the  whole  work,  and  of  their  receipts  and 
expenditures,  together  with  their  books  of  minutes  for  examination. 

Resolved,  2.    That  this  Committee  shall  bo  located  at  Columbia,  S.  C. 

PART  2. 

In  regard  to  the  report  and  minutes  of  the  Provisional  Committee  referred  to 
them,  the  Committee  offer  as  their  Report  the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Resulted;  That  3,000  copies  of  this  report  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  that  it  be  read  to  all  our  con- 
gregations on  some  suitable  occasion,  that  all  our  people  may  learn  directly  its 
important  facts  and  the  work  to  which  the  Master  calls  them  ;  and  that  the  min- 
utes be  committed  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  be  appointed,  and  entered  on 
their  book  of  rec®rds  as  an  introduction  to  their  own  minutes. 

2.  That  the  Assembly  accepts  with  joyful  gratitude  to  God,  the  care  of  these 
missions  among  our  Southwestern  Indian  tribes,  the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws, 
Creeks,  Seminoles  and  Cherokees,  thus  thrown  upon  them  by  His  Providence ; 
missions  whose  whole  history  has  been  signalized  by  a  degree  of  success  attending 
few  other  modern  missions — to  a  people  comprising  near  70,000  souls  to  whom  we 
are  bound  by  obligations  of  special  tenderness  and  strength  and  whose  spiritual  in- 
terests must  ever  be  dear  to  the  Christians  of  this  land ;  a  people  destined,  ere  long, 
to  share  with  us  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  social  and  political  blessings  for  which 
we  are  now  struggling.  And  the  Assembly  assures  those  people  and  the  beloved 
missionaries  that  have  so  long  and  successsully  labored  among  them,  of  our  fixed 
purpose  under  God  to  sustain  and  carry  forward  the  blessed  work  whose  founda- 
tions have  been  so  nobly  and  so  deeply  laid.  We,  therefore,  decidedly  approve  o 
the  recommendation  of  this  report  that  six  new  missionaries  be  sent  to  this  field 
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speedily,  two  of  them  to  commence  a  new  mission  among  tlic  Cherokees,  and  that 
a  few  small  boarding  schools  be  established  with  the  special  design  of  raiding  up  a 
native  agency. 

3.  That  in  the  striking  fact,  that  the  same  upheaving  and  overturning  that  have 
called  us  into  existence  _  as  a  distinct  organization  and  shut  us  out  from  present 
access  to  the  distant  nations,  has  also  laid  thus  upon  our  hearts  and  hands  ihi.se 
interesting  missions  with  their  fifteen  stations,  their  twelve  ordained  ministers  and 
sixteen  hundred  communicants,  so  that  at  the  very  moment  of  commencing  our 
separate  existence,  we  find  them  forming  in  fact  anorganic  part  of  our  body';  and 
also  in  the  gratifying  promptitude  with  which  our  church  has  advanced  to  their 
support — the  Assembly  recognises  most  gratefully  the  clear  t'ore-hawdowing  of  the 
divine  purpose  to  make  our  beloved  church  an  eminently  missionary  church,  and  a 
heart-stirring  call  upon  all  her  people  to  engage  in  this  blessed  work  with  new  zeal 
and  self-denial. 

4.  The  Assembly  further  rejoices  to  know  that  there  are  a  tew  of  the  sons  of  our 
southern  Zion  who  are  laboring  in  distant  lands,  and  approves  heartily  of  the  action 
of  the  committee  in  forwarding  funds  for  the  support  of  the  mis-ions  in  which 
they  are  engaged,  trusting  that  the  committee  to  be  appointed  will  as  -ion  as  pos- 
sible ascertain  the  facts  on  the  subject  necessary  to  their  future  guidance:  and  take- 
this  occasion  hence  to  direct  the  longing  eyes  of  the  whole  church  to  those  liroad 
fields  where  Satan  reigns  almost  undisturbed — to  India,  Siain,  China,  Japan  and 
especially  to  Africa  and  South  America,  which  have  peculiar  claims  upon  us,  as 
fields  where  we  are  soon  to  be  called  to  win  glorious  victories  for  our  King,  if  we 
prove  faithful,  and  solemnly  charges  them  that  now,  while  in  the  convulsion-  that 
are  shaking  the  earth  we  hear  the  tread  of  His  coming  footsteps  to  take  the  king- 
dom bought  with  His  blood,  they  should  be  preparing  to  meet  Him  with  their 
whole  hearts  and  their  largest  offerings.  We  would  further  remind  them  in  this 
connection  that  the  $20,000  required  in  this  report  for  the  Indian  missions  is  by  no 
means  all  that  the  exigencies  of  the  cause  even  during  the  coming  vear  will  proba- 
bly demand. 

5.  Finally,  the  General  Assembly  desires  distinctly  and  deliberately  to  imcrile 
on  our  church's  banner  as  she  now  first  unfurls  it  to  the  world,  in  immediate  con- 
nection with  the  Headship  of  her  Lord,  His  last  command:  "(love  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature  ;"  regarding  this  as  the  great  end  of 
her  organization,  and  obedience  to  it  as  the  indispensable  condition  of  her  Lord's 
promised  presence,  and  as  one  great  comprehensive  object  a  proper  conception  of 
whose  vast  magnitude  and  grandeur  is  the  only  thing  which  in  connection  with  the 
the  love  of  Christ  can  ever  sufficiently  arouse  her  energies  and  develope  her  re- 
sources, so  as  to  cause  her  to  carry  on  with  the  vigor  and  efficiency  which  true 
fealty  to  her  Lord  demands,  those  other  agencies  necessarv  to  her  internal  growth 
and  home  prosperity.  The  claims  of  this  cause  ought  therefore  to  lie  kept  con- 
stantly before  the  minds  of  our  people  and  pressed  upon  their  consciences, — and 
every  minister  owes  it  to  his  people  and  to  a  perishing  world  to  give  >m-h  instruc- 
tion on  this  subject  as  he  is  able ;  and  to  this  end  the  monthly  concert  ought  to  be 
devoutly  observed  by  every  church  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  each  month  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  missionary  instruction  as  well  as  prayer,  and  it  would  be  well  to  accompany 
their  prayers  with  their  offerings.  To  the  same  end  the  Assembly  earnestly  enjoins 
npon  all  our  ministers  and  ruling  elders  and  deacons  and  Sabbath  school  teachers, 
and  especially  upon  parents,  particular  attention  to  our  precious  youth  in  training 
them  to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  this  work,  and  not  only  to  form  habits  of  systematic 
benevolence,  but  to  feel  and  respond  to  the  claims  of  Jesus  upon  them  for  personal 
service  in  the  field.  And  should  a  Sabbath  school  paper  be  established,  they  re- 
commend that  at  least  one  page  be  exclusively  devoted  to  this  subject. 

The  committee  on  leave  of  absence  reported  that  they  had  granted  leave  to  Dr. 
J.  H.  Dickson,  W  L.  Mitchell,  and  Frederick  Johnson,  after  to-day. 

Judge  Shepherd,  from  the  committee  on  Charters,  presented  a  Report  which 
was  accepted,  and,  on  motion  of  W  F.  C.  Gregory,  was  placed  on  the  docket  and 
made  the  second  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 
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On  motion  of  David  Hadden  the  special  order  was  postponed  for  fifteen  minutes 
in  order  to  hear  a  report  from  the  committee  on  Finance.  This  committee  offer- 
ed the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

■Resolved,  That  the  Assembly  request  the  delegates  from  each  of  the  Presbyte- 
ries represented  on  this  floor  to  pay  over  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  the 
sum  of  fifty  cents  for  each  minister  in  said  Presbytery,  for  the  purpose  of  constitu- 
ting a  contingent  fund. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thorn  well,  time  was  granted  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Education  to  perfect  their  report,  the  consideration  of  which  was  the  special  order 
for  this  hour. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pryor,  the  second  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  last,  to  wit : 
the  selection  of  a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Assem- 
bly, was  taken  up,  whereupon  Judge  Shepherd  nominated  the  first  Wednesday  in 
December,  1862 ;  Dr.  McFarland  nominated  the  first  Thnrsday  in  May,  1863 ; 
Rev.  J  H.  Gillespie  nominated  the  third  Thursday  in  May,  1862  J.  A.  Smylie 
nominated  the  first  Saturda)  in  May,  1863  ;  C.  Phillips  nominated  the  first  Friday 
in  May,  1863  ;  and  Dr.  Thornwell  nominated  the  first  Thursday  in  May,  1862. 
This  last  nomination  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the  Assembly  accordingly 

Rcftolv/'il,  That  another  Assembly,  constituted  like  this,  should  meet  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  May,  1862,  at  11  A.  M. 

Nominations  were  now  in  order  for  the  place  of  meeting.  The  first  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  Memphis  was  nominated  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Gillespie  ;  the  first  Church 
in  Nashville  was  nominated  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Ford;  the  second  Church  in  Richmond 
was  nominated  by  Dr.  McFarland ;  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Montgomery  was 
nominated  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson  ;  the  first  Church  in  New  Orleans  was  nominated 
by  W.  C.  Black. 

Before  the  vote  was  taken,  the  hour  of  adjournment  arrived,  when,  on  motion 
of  Dr.  White,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Lecture  Room  this  evening 
at  7  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Bailey. 


WEDNESDAY,  7  o'clock,  P  M. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  W  Boggs. 

Dr.  McFarland,  from  the  committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  reported  Overture 
No.  6,  which  was  placed  on  the  docket ;  and  Overture  No.  7,  which,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Chapman,  was  made  the  first  order  for  to-morrow  evening  at  7  o'clock  ;  and 
Overture  No.  4,  with  the  report  that  the  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  at 
this  time  for  the  Assembly  to  take  any  action  on  the  subject.  The  Assembly 
rejected  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  and,  on. motion  of  Dr.  Pryor, 
adopted  the  Overture  which  is  as  follows  : 

The  Assembly  approves  of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Confe- 
derate Slates  which  forbids  the  Congress  to  enact  any  law  respecting 
a  religious  establishment,  and  understands  that  prohibition  equally  to  restrain  the 
Executive  from  establishing  in  the  public  service,  in  any  manner  or  on  any  plea 
whatever,  one  branch  of  the  church  in  preference  to  another. 

The  committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  also  reported  Overture  No.  5,  with 
their  recommendation,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  be  instructed  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  this  Assembly  memorializing  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Chaplains. 

The  committee  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  a  res- 
pectful memorial   to  Congress,  urging   the   importance   of  suitable   persons,  as 
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Chaplains  in  the  army  ;  and,  in  order  to  secure  the  greatest  benefit  possible  from 
their  services,  that  they  be  allowed  a  sufficient  salary  for  their  support,  and  a  rank 
that  shall  command  respect. 

After  discussion,  it  was  on  motion  ofW  T  Richardson,  decided  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  to-mor- 
row morning  at  9£  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  John  S.  Wilson 


THURSDAY    MORNING,  December  12,  H  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercise-. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  John  S.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  on  leave  of  absence  reported  that  they 
had  granted  leave  to  Joseph  A.  Brooks. 

Dr.  Chapman,  from  the  committee  on  Records  of  the  Synod  of  Arkansas  re- 
commend that  they  be  approved  to  page  149 — Adopted.  Dr.  Bocock  from  the 
committee  on  Records  of  Synod  of  Mississippi  recommended  that  they  be  approv- 
ed as  far  as  written — Adopted.  W  D.  Moore  from  the  committee  on  Records  of 
Synod  of  Georgia  reported  that  they  be  approved — Adopted.  The  committee 
upon  the  records  of  the  Synods  of  Texas,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  South. 
Carolina  were  discharged  upon  their  reporting  no  minutes  from  those  bodies. 
Dr.  White  reported  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Memphis,  approving  w 
far  as  written — Adopted.  J.  E.  DuBose  reported  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Synod 
of  Nashville,  with  exceptions,  which  report  was  adopted. 

W  P  Webb  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted — 

Resolved,  That  the  Address  to  the  Churches  of  Jesus  Christ  throughout  the 
world,  reported  and  read  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Thornwell,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  be  received,  and  is  hereby  adopted  by  this 
Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  three  thousand  copies  of  this  Address  he  printed,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Stated  Clerk,  for  the  use  of  the  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  original  Address  be  filed  in  the  Archives  of  the  Assembly, 
and  that  a  paper  be  attached  thereto,  to  be  signed  by  the  Moderator  and  members 
of  this  Assembly. 

Oh-motion  of  J.  A.  S  my  lie,  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  taken 
up,  namely,  the  choice  of  a  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly. 

Richmond,  Nashville,  and  New  Orleans,  were  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  nomi- 
nations ;  whereupon  the  vote  was  taken  to  decide  between  Montgomery  and  Mem- 
phis. Memphis  having  received  a  large  majority  of  the  votes,  it  was  decided 
that  the  next  Assembly  shall  meet  in  the  first   Presbyterian  Church   in  that  city. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  viz:  The  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Publication,  was  called  by  the  Moderator,  when  Dr.  Lyon,  chairman  of  said  com- 
mittee, read  the  report,  which,  on  motion  of  Peyton  Harrison,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  R..McInnis,  the  parts  of  the  Report  were  considered  seriatim. 

The  second  article  in  the  second  part  of  the  Report  was,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Thornwell,  placed  upon  the  docket. 

The  third  resolution  in  this  branch  of  the  Report  was,  on  motion  of  R.  JMeln- 
nis,  laid  on  the  table  to  await  action  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charters. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  Assembly  ordered  that  the  Chairmen  of  the 
Standing  Committees  on  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  Education,  Publication, 
Church  Extension,  and  Systematic  Benevolence,  constitute  a  committee  to  prepare 
and  report  to  the  Assembly  a  scheme  for  regulating  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
election  of  the  Executive  Committees. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  White,  the  second  order  of  the  day,  to-wit,  the  consideration 
of  the  report  on  Charters,  was  suspended,  in  order  to  take  up  the  Report  on  Do- 
mestic Missions.  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  this  subject, 
presented  the  Report,  which  was  accepted  ;  and,  as  subsequently  amended,  is  as 

lollows 

Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Mission*. 

In  view  of  the  numerous  vacant  churches  in  our  land,  and  of  the  wide-spread 
destitutions  of  our  country,  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions — 

I.  That  the  General  Assembly  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  for  tbe  conduct 
of  its  Domestic  Missions ;  that  this  Committee  shall  be  known  as  "  The  Committee 
of  Domestic  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,"  and  consist  of  a  Secretary,  who  shall  be  styled  "  The  Secretary  of  Do- 
mestic Missions,"  who  shall  be  the  committee's  organ  of  communication  with  the 
Assembly,  and  with  all  portions  of  the  work  entrusted  to  this  committee ;  a  Trea- 
surer, and  nine  other  members,  three  of  whom  at  least  shall  be  Ruling  Elders,  or 
Deacons,  or  private  members  of  the  Church;  all  appointed  annually  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  shall  be  directly  amenable  to  it  for  the  faithful  and  efficient 
discharge  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  itfs  care ;  and  the  committee  be  empowered  to 
fill  all  vacancies  that  may  occur  between  the  meetings  of  Assembly. 

II.  That  the  Committee  meet  once  a  month,  or  oftener  if  necessary,  at  the  call 
of  the  Chairman  or  Secretary  ;  five  members  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business ;  and  the  Committee  enact  By-Laws  for  its  government,  the  6ame 
being  subject  to  the  reversal  or  approval  of  the  General  Assembly. 

III.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  take  the  direction 
and  control  of  the  Domestic  Missionary  work,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  may 
be  given  by  the  General  Assembly  from  time  to  time;  to  appoint  Missionaries  and 
Evangelists  to  fields  of  labor,  and  to  provide  for  their  support,  and  to  aid  feeble 
churches,  and  to  do  whatever  else  may  be  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Domestic  Missionary  work;  and  that  in  discharge  of  its  duties,  the  committee  act 
in  concert  and  harmony  with  the  Presbyteries  and  Churches ;  that  the  committee 
authorize  all  appropriations  and  expenditures  of  money,  including  the  salaries  of 
officers ;  and  lay  before  the  Assembly  a  full  report  of  the  whole  work,  and  of  their 
receipts  and  expenditures,  together  with  their  books  of  minutes  for  examination. 

IV  That  the  great  field  of  Missionary  operations  among  our  Colored  population 
falls  more  immediately  under  the  care  of  the  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions ; 
and  that  Committee  be  urged  to  give  it  serious  and  constant  attention,  and  the  PreB- 
byteries  to  co-operate  with  the  Committee  in  iecuring  Pastors  and  Missionaries 
for  this  field. 

V  That  the  location  of  the  Committee  be  in  New-Orleans. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  also  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resolutions,  on  the  report  of  the  Southwestern  Committee— 

1.  The  General  Assembly  expresses  its  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church  for  the  success  which  has  attended  the  labors  of  the  Committee  in  New 
Orleans  in  the  field  assigned  it,  apparent  in  the  number  of  Missionaries  employed, 
and  the  amount  of  funds  contributed ;  the  number  of  Missionaries  employed  for 
longer  or  shorter  periods  in  1860  to  February  1861,  being  seventy-two,  thirty- 
oight  of  whom  remained  in  commission  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  the  amount 
ot  funds  received  $25,116  85.  And  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  for 
eight  months  the  number  of  Missionaries,  thirty-eight,  was  not  diminished,  and 
the  funds  have  been  sufficient  to  meet  all  expenses,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  1st  of  November,  1861,  of  $2,885  47. 

2.  The  Assembly   cordially  approves  the  action  of  the  Committee  in  conducting 
their  operations  for  the  past  eight  months,   without  reference  to  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions at  Philadelphia,  thereby  continuing  our  Missionaries  in  the  field  without  em- 
barrassment, and  also  do  cordially  commend  tha  aeal  and  fidelity  with  which  they , 
have  discharged  tht  trust*  assumed  by  them. 
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8.  That  the  Assembly  accepts  the  trusts  surrendered  to  it  by  the  Committee, 
and  requests  the  Committee  to  turn  over  to  the  Assembly's  Committee  on  Domes- 
tic Missions,  all  its  books,  papers,  accounts  and  funds,  and  missionaries,  so  soon 
as  that  Committee  shall  be  appointed  and  located  by  the  Assembly,  and  the  said 
transfer  and  receipt  for  the  same  to  be  formally  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
Assembly's  Committee. 

Information  having  been  received  of  an  extensive  conflagration  in  the  city  of 
Charleston,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Pryor,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  remember  the  af- 
flictions of  that  city  in  the  closing  prayer. 

On  motidfc,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  to-night,  and  was 
closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Pryor. 


THURSDAY,  7  o'clock,  P  M. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  T  R.  Welch. 

Pursuant  to  a  previous  order,   the  Assembly  proceeded  to   cousider  Overture 
No.  7,  to-wit,  a  memorial   to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  for  the  in 
corporation  of  an  article  in  the  Constitution,   distinctly  recognizing  the  Christian 
religion 

Dr.  Thornwell  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  Overture. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  Judge  Shepherd  was  added  to  the  committee  on 
the  Revision  of  the  Form  of  Government  and  Book  of  Discipline. 

Dr.  McMullen,  from  the  committee  to  report  upon  the  best  means  of  securing 
a  closer  union  with  other  churches  having  a  like  faith  and  order  with  this  General 
Assembly,  presented  a  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  McFar- 
Iand  placed  on  the  docket.  , 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Do- 
mestic Missions  was  again  taken  up  and  discussed.  The  Assembly  resumed  the 
consideration  of  Article  4th  in  the  report ;  whereupon  Dr.  Thornwell  moved  that 
it  be  stricken  out,  which  motion  was  lost.     This  article  reads  as  follows  : 

"  That  Presbyteries  be  enjoined  to  raise  funds,  in  the  manner  most  approved  by 
them,  for  the  support  of  Domestic  Missions ;  and  be  recommended,  in  conducting 
the  work  within  their  own  bounds,  to  employ  the  agency  of  the  Assembly  V  Com- 
mittee for  that  purpose." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,   the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  on  to-morrow 
morning  at  9£  o'clock. 
Closed  with  prayer. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  December  13,  9J  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises.  The 
minutes  of  yesterday  were  read,  amended  and  approved. 

The  committee  on  leave  of  absence,  through  their  chairman,  Dr.  John  S.  Wil- 
son, reported  that  they  have  granted  leave  to  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones,  Dr.  R.  H.  Morri- 
son, Rev.  H.  McLean  and  Rev.  F.  K.  Nash. 

On  motion  of  L.  B.  Thornton,  the  speoial  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  to 
enable  him  to  introduce  the  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Finance : 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  this  General  Assembly  will  contribute  $t.fi2£ 
to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Stated  Clerk,  to  pay  for  the  printing  of  the  "  Ad- 
dress to  all  the  Churches  throughout  the  earth,"  and  that  each  Commissioner  be 
furnished  with  twenty-five  copies  of  said  Address,  and  the  remaining  copies  be  let't 
with  the  Stated  Clerk  to  distribute  to  the  various  Churches  throughout  the  world. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Ramsay,  the  special  order  was  again  suspended  to  allow  the- 
mover  to  offer  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  Standing  Rule  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  the  annual  election  of  the  members  and  officers  of  its  Executive  Committees, 
would  respectfully  submit  the  following,  viz  : 

1.  The  Assembly's  Standing  Committees  shall,  on  making  their -respective  re- 
ports, present  nominations  for  the  members  and  officers  of  their  respective  Execu- 
tive Committees  for  the  ensuing  year.  -.,     .-- 

2.  The.  presentation  of  these  respective  nominations  shall  not-  preclucfc  any  ad- 
ditional nominations  which  any  member  of  the  Assembly  may  choose  to  make. 

3.  The  election  of  said  Committees  shall  not  take  place  until  at  least  one  day 
after  the  nominations  are  made. 

4.  In  ail  cases  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Assembly  shall  be  necessary  to  an 
election. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lacy,  the  special  order  was  a  third  time  suspended,  to  enable 
him  to  offer  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  which,  as  final- 
ly adopted,  is  as  follows — 

Report  of  the  Stcmding  Committee  on  Education. 

When  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ascended  on  high — having  obtained  gifts  for  men 
— he  gave  "  pastors  and  teachers  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of 
the  Ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ.  The  gift  of  faithful  pastors 
and  teachers  is  His  Divine  prerogative,  and  an  act  of  His  power  and  grace.  We 
repudiate  the  idea  and  the  practice  of  "  bringing  up  our  sons  for  the  Church," 
irrespective  of  spiritual  and  intellectual  qualifications.  We  wait  till  God  has 
converted  the  soul,  and  moved  the  heart  to  the  work.  We  depend- entirely  upon 
the  Spirit's  working  in  the  hearts  of  men  for  Ministers.  Surely  this  not  only 
teaches  us  the  duty  of  prayer  in  reference  to  this  subject,  but  makes  it  obligatory 
upon  us. 

We  have  only  to  dwell  upon  the  magnitude,  the  richness,  and  the  necessity  of 
the  blessing — the  chiefest  among  the  ascension  gifts  of  our  Saviour — to  see  and 
to  realize  its  unspeakable  importance.  The  Churches  are  to  be  supplied  with  a 
faithful,  learned  and  efficient  ministry,  and  the  world  is  to  be  converted  principal- 
ly by  preaching,  and  by  preaching  adapted  to  accomplish  the  mighty  result. 
We  do  not  under-estimate  the  power  of  the  press  and  the  advantages  of  a  secular 
education  ;  but  these  will  never  supercede  nor  surpass  the  influence  of  the  pulpit. 
The  ministry  of  the  Word  will  ever  remain  God's  chief  instrument  for  working 
out  his  plans  and  purposes  of  grace  towards  our  ruined  world.  Every  thing  is 
standing  still,  or  only  moving  slowly  onward,  for  want  of  an  adequate  number  of 
properly  qualified  preachers  of  the  Gospel, 

How  shall  they  be  furnished  ?  We  answer  :  It  is  the  prerogative  of  God  to 
call ;  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  train  ;  hence,  the  Church,  from  its  origin, 
has,  by  divine  appointment,  been  an  Educational  Institute.  This  is,  and  ever  has 
been,  one  of  the  marked  features  of  her  character.  Hence,  the  principle  of  aid- 
ing indigent  students  in  their  course  of  studies,  dates  back  to  the  origin  of  Pres- 
byterianism  in  this  country,  and  was  contemporaneous  with  the  policy  of  sending 
Missionaries  to  the  destitute  settlements.  In  answer  to  the  prayers  of  God's 
people,  the  Holy  Spirit  whispers  to  the  hearts  of  young  men,  "  Whom  shall  I 
send,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?"'  and  one  and  another  answers,  "  Here  am  I,  send 
me  "  Eut  these  youth  are  not  yet  qualified  for  the  great  work  of  the  Gospel 
ministry.  They  themselves  must  first  be  taught,  in  order  that  they  may  be  able 
to  teach  others  also.  They  profess  their  readiness  to  give  themselves  up  to  the 
work  of  preparation;  but  in  the  mean  time,  they  must  be  aided — many  of  them 
at  least — by  the  gifts  of  the  pious  and  benevolent  members  of  the  Church. 
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To  organize  an  Agency  for  the  Church,  which  shall  receive  the  contributions  of 
its  members,. and  apply  them  under  her  direction,  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Education  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  the  following  resolutions — 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  General  Assembly  solemnly  re-affirms  the  deliverances 
made  in  its  former  connection,  concerning  the  responsibility  that  rests  on  the 
Church  to  secure  and  maintain  for  itself  a  pious,  gifted  and  learned  ministry. 

Resohed,  2.  That  this  General  Assembly  do  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  to 
aid  candidates  for  the  Gospel  Ministry,  who  may  need  assistance,  and  to  possess 
the  follovlkig  organization,  viz : 

Article  I.  The  title  of  this  Committee  shall  bo,  The  Executive  Committee  on 
Education  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confede- 
rate States  of  America. 

Art.  II.  This  Committee  shall  be  elected  annually,  by  the  General  Assembly, 
and  shall  consist  of  eleven  members,  all  of  whom  shall  be  communicants  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church ;  viz :  of  nine  members,  three  at  least  of  whom  shall  be 
Ruling  Elders,  Deacons,  or  private  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ;  a  Trea- 
surer, and  a  Secretary,  who  shall  be  styled,  "The  Secretary  of  Education.''  The 
Secretary  shall  be  the  organ  of  communication  between  the  General  Assembly 
and  the  Executive  Committee. 

Aet.  III.  The  Secretary  and  the  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  ;  but  their  salaries  and  their  duties  shall  be  determined  by  the  Com- 
mittee. Any  vacancies  ad  interim  in  the  Committee  may  be  filled  by  the  rest  of 
the  Committee. 

Aet.  IV  This  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  call  of  its  Chairman  or  Secretary, 
and  when  convened,  five  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. It  sl^all  keep  a  record  of  all  its  proceedings,  which,  together  with  the  Re- 
port from  the  Treasurer,  concerning  its  financial  condition,  and  one  from  its  Secre- 
tary, concerning  its  Educational  operations,  shall  be  laid  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly annually. 

Aet.  V  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  dispense  aid,  in  prosecuting 
their  education,  to  such  candidates  for  the  Gospel  Ministry  as  may  be  recommen- 
ded to  them  by  the  Presbyteries.  It  shall  hold  and  disburse  all  funds  put  into  its 
hands  for  this  purpose.  It  sha^l  also  have  a  general  oversight  of  the  diligence  and 
deportment  of  those  who  are  aided  by  it. 

Aet.  VI.  The  Committee  shall  prepare  a  set  of  rules  for  the  prosecution  of  its 
peculiar  work,  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  next  General  Assembly  for  appro- 
val or  correction.  All  changes  in  these  rules  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  General 
Assembly. 

Aet.  VII.  This  Committee  shall  be  located  in  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Resolved,  3.  That  this  General  Assembly  enjoins  on  all  the  officers  of  the  Church, 
and  upon  all  the  members  thereof,  the  duty  of  seeking  and  aiding — when  aid  is 
needed — such  pious  youth  of  suitable  talents  as  will  tie  vote  themselves  to  the  high, 
holy  and  indispensable  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

Resolved,  4.  That  this  General  Assembly  designates  the  first  "Wednesday  in  De- 
cember to  be  observed  annually  as  a  day  of  special  prayer  for  the  youth  of  our 
country;  that  the  Almighty  Grace  of  our  God  may  sanctify  them  in  their  homes, 
their  Schools,  their  Colleges,  and  their  Seminaries,  to  the  great  work  of  preaching 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature — and  that  the  Churches  take  up  a  collection  on  that 
day  for  this  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Peyton  Harrisor  a  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  a 
contribution  from  the  members  of  this  Assembly,  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Charleston,  now  suffering  by  reason  of  the  conflagration  yet  raging  in  that  city. 

Rev.  Peyton  Harrison,  Rev.  J.  F.  Ford,  and  W  F.  C.  Gregory,  were  appoint- 
ed on  this  committee,  with  instructions  to  enclose  the  amount  of  money  they 
should  collect,  in  a  suitable  letter  of  sympathy,  to  the  Mayor  of  Charleston. 

A  communication  was  received  from  J.  N.  Ells,  Esq.,  Editor  of  the  "  Field  & 
Fireside,"  tendering  one  hundred  and  twenty  copies  of  that  paper  for  the  use  of 
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the  Assembly.     The  Stated  Clerk  was,  on  motion,  charged  with  the  duty  of  com- 
municating the  thanks  of  this  body  to  Mr.  Ells  for  his  donation. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  C.  Perrin.  the  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  which  was  adop- 
ted, and  is  as  follows — 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

No  direct  proposition  has  been  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  their  duties  are 
no  where  distinctly  defined,  so  that  they  have  been  left  to  their  own  judgment  as 
to  what  they  should  do.  • 

It  is  believed  that  their  duties  will  be  discharged  when  they  report  the  approxi- 
mate amount  of  funds  that  will  be  needed,  and  suggest  the  mode  and  manner  of 
raising  these  funds.  With  this  view,  they  suggest  that  the  Assembly  will  need 
funds  for  its  own  contingent  expenses  ;  for  the  salaries  of  its  clerks  ;  for  its  Com- 
missioners to  corresponding  bodies,  and  for  publishing  its  minutes — to  which  may 
also  be  added  a  Commissioners  fund  out  of  which  should  be  paid  the  mileage  and 
expenses  of  Commissioners  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Presbyteries  that  are 
not  able  to  bear  this  expense.  The  sale  of  the  minutes  will  probably  yield  more 
than  the  expenses  of  publication.  This  may  be  a  source  of  small  income  to  the 
Church,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  wants  of  the  Assembly,  over  and  above  the 
amount  thus  realized,  will  amount  to  at  least  five  hundred  dollars,  so  that  some 
mode  of  taxation  must  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  raise  the  amount."  The  Presby- 
teries composing  this  Assembly  are  in  duty  bound  to  provide  these  expenses. 
They  must  contribute  of  their  substance  to  raise  the  money  needed,  and  send  it 
up  to  the  Assembly  at  its  annual  meetings.  If  the  larger  Presbyteries,  those  en- 
titled to  double  representation  in  the  Assembly,  will  contribute  twenty  dollars 
each,  and  the  other  Presbyteries  from  five  to  fifteen  dollars,  according  to  their 
ability,  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  economical  wants  of  the  Assembly  would  be 
raised.  The  sums,  as  above  specified  to  be  assessed  upon  the  Presbyteries,  it  is 
believed  can  be  borne  by  them  without  oppressing  any  ;  and  it  ia  recommended 
that  it  be  so  arranged. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  S.  D.  Stuart,  the  subject  of  the  assessment  of  the  Presby- 
teries for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  contingent  fund,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  Mclnnis,  it  was  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at 
12  o'clock,  to  receive  the  nominations  for  the  Executive  Committees  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

The  special  order  for  this  day  was  called  for,  to-wit :  the  report  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Church  Extension.  Said  report  was  presented  by  Dr.  Bailey, 
which  was  discussed,  amended,  and  its  further  discussion  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  the  Assembly  directed  that  the  affixing  of  their 
signatures  on  the  part  of  the  members  to  the  "  Address  to  the  Churches  of  Jesua 
Christ  throughout  the  earth,"  should  take  place  in  connection  with  the  regular 
calling  of  the  roll  to-morrow  morning. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  to- 
morrow morning  at  9J  o'clock. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Kingsbury. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  December  14,  9£  o'clock. 
The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises. 
The  roll  was  called  and  the  signatures  of  the  members  affixed  to  the  "  Address 
to  the  Churches." 
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Rev.  Peyton  Harrison  reported  to  the  Assembly  that  the  committee  to  collect 
money  for  the  relief  of  the  Charleston  sufferers  had  performed  that  duty  ;  that 
they  had  collected  from  the  Commissioners  the  sum  of  $231.65,  and  forwarded 
the  same  to  the  Mayor  of  Charleston,  in  a  suitable  letter. 

Dr.  Pryor,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  their  re- 
port, which  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  recommend  to  the  Assembly  the 
appointment  of  the  following  named  delegates :  To  the  Associate  Reformed 
Stjnodff  the  South,  Rev.  David  Wills,  principal,  and  Rev.  Dr.  McNeill  Turner, 
alternaW ;  to  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Rev.  G.  D. 
Armstrong,  D.D.,  principal,  and  Rev.  James  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  alternate ;  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterians,  Rev.  R.  B.  McMullen, 
D.D  ,  principal,  and  Rev.  John  Hunter,  alternate;  to  the  Convention  of  Inde- 
pendent Presbyterians,  Rev.  William  Banks,  principal,  and  Rev.  A.  A.  James, 
alternate ;  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  Rev.  Dr.  R.  H.  Mor- 
rison, principal,  and  Rev.  D.  A.  Penick,  alternate. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  through  T.  C.  Perrin,  presented  a  report,  which 
was  accepted,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perrin,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  to-wit,  the  reception  and  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence,  was  called  for,  when 
Dr.  Adger,  Chairman  of  said  committee,  presented  the  following  Report,  whiqk 
on  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published  as  a  Tract 
for  distribution  among  the  Churches  under  our  care  : 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  is  called,  in  the  Providence 
of  God,  to  a  great  work,  and  the  liberality  of  her  people  will  be  tasked  to  meet  the 
demands  of  that  work.  She  must  educate  her  own  Ministry,  and  this  will  call  for 
a  large  and  generous  support  of  Colleges  and  Theological  Seminaries.  She  must 
supply  her  people  with  the  printed  word  in  the  different  forms  of  it,  to  which  we 
have  all  been  accustomed — of  the  Bible,  the  Tract,  and  the  religious  volume.  She 
must  fill  up  her  territory  with  the  dispensation  in  full  of  the  Christian  doctrine  and 
discipline  and  sacraments,  planting  Churches  of  her  faith  and  order  throughout  the 
limits  of  all  her  Presbyteries.  She  must  extend  her  influence  also  upon  all  her 
frontiers,  and  send  forth  her  testimony  upon  every  advancing  wave  of  emigration, 
as  civilization  rolls  along  from  her  bosom  to  the  West  and  the  South.  A  vast  em- 
pire lies  stretched  out  for  our  Church  thus  to  occupy  in  the  Master's  name.  The 
boundless  fields  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  immense  territories  in  Texas, 
Arkansas  and  elsewhere  in  the  South-West,  invite  us  to  come  and  plant  amongst 
them  Christianity  as  it  is  understood  by  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

All  these  plans  and  efforts  will  be  expensive.  But  the  whole  is  not  yet  told.  In 
addition  to  all  these  grand  undertakings  at  home  and  on  this  continent,  we  must 
prepare  to  bear  our  part  in  the  work  of  the  foreign  propagation  of  the  faith. 
The  South-Western  Indians  look  to  this  Church  for  a  continued  supply  of  the  means 
of  grace.  Mexico,  South  America  and  Africa,  all  have  peculiar  claims  upon  our 
Christian  zeal.  And  we  have  our  part  to  do  also  for  China  and  India.  Thus, 
there  is  committed  to  us  of  our  Lord,  an  unspeakably  vast  and  important  work, 
and  not  only  men  but  money,  and  that  in  large  sums,  will  be  demanded  for  its  ex- 
ecution. There  must  be  such  giving  by  all  our  people  as  has  never  been  known 
amongst  us  before.  It  is  not  the  gifts  of  some  portions  of  the  Church — it  is  not 
the  liberality  of  certain  classes  of  our  people,  that  will  suffice  to  meet  the  demands 
now  to  be  made  upon  the  body  we  represent,  but  all  of  us  must  come  forward  and 
do  our  part,  and  all  of  us  must  do  our  utmost.  Experience  shews  plainly  that  the 
Church  never  is  sustained  in  her  great  charitable  operations  by  the  large  bounty  of 
a  few  men,  so  much  as  by  the  aggregated  mites  of  innumerable  poor  disciples. 
And  in  the  career  which  now  seems  to  be  opening  before  us,  it  appears  to  this  As- 
sembly that  the  rich   of  their  abundance  and  the  poor  of  their  poverty,  all  the 
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Presbyterians  of  the  Confederate  States  will  be  required  to  assume  their  share  of 
the  immense  undertakings  which  the  Master  now  binds  upon  the  heart  and  con- 
science of^this  Church. 

It  is  then  a  question  of  great  interest,  how  shall  we  attain  to  this  so  desirable  a 
consummation  ?  How  shall  the  whole  body  of  our  people  be  induced  to  come  up 
as  one  man  to  this  needful  exercise  of  the  grace  of  giving?  The  problem  to  be 
solved  is,  how  can  we  call  forth  the  gifts  and  offerings  of  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  our  people,  both  the  poor  and  the  rich  ?  How  shall  we  combine  the 
charities  of  all  this  multitude?  In  what  way  shall  we  get  all  these  drops  of  mercy 
into  one  stream  with  many  branches  flowing  out  into  every  direction,  refreshing 
and  fertilising  as  far  as  they  reach  ?  This  Assembly  has  nothing  new  to  pfcpose, 
either  in  the  way  of  plans  or  of  agents.  Its  sole  reliance  is  upon  what  is  as  old  as 
Apostles  and  Prophets.  It  must  resort  to  the  written  Word  of  God  for  all  its  ar- 
mor and  all  its  machinery.  Eepairing  then  to  the  Scriptures  for  a  testimony  upon 
this  subject,  we  find  a  doctrine  that  is  divine,  and  that  in  the  Spirit's  hand  must 
have  divine  power.  What  doctrine  then  does  God's  word  reveal  to  us  on  the  sub- 
ject of  giving? 

The  Apostle  Paul  describes  the  Churches  of  Macedonia  as  giving  with  great  lib- 
erality in  the  midst  of  deep  poverty,  and  he  says  this  was  the  effect  of  the  grace 
of  God.  He  exhorts  the  Corinthians  to  abound  in  this  grace  of  giving,  as  well  as 
in  faith,  in  utterance,  in  knowledge  and  in  all  diligence.  He  encourages  them  to 
giving  not  grudgingly,  by  declaring  that  God  loves  a  cheerful  giver,  and  by  the 
promise  "He  that  soweth  bountifully  shall  reap  also  bountifully."  He  grounds  his 
apMal  upon  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who,  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for 
oursakes  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  become  rich.  He  gives 
thanks  to  God  for  His  unspeakable  gift  when  he  calls  to  his  own  mind  and  theirs, 
the  exceeding  grace  of  God  in  them.  Giving  is  thus  a  fruit  of  the  grace  of  God, 
and  an  evidence  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  also  a  means  of  the  grace  of  God,  for 
that  God  who  loves  a  cheerful  giver  is  able  (says  the  Apostle)  to  make  all  grace 
abound  towards  you,  that  ye  always  having  a  sufficiency  in  all  things  may  abound 
to  every  good  work,  being  enriched  in  every  thing  to  all  bountifulness,  which 
causeth  through  us  thanksgiving  to  God — yea  many  thanksgivings  unto  God  on  ac- 
count of  you  and  many  prayers  also  to  God  for  you.  And  herein  (says  the  Apos- 
tle) I  give  my  advice.  This  is  expedient  for  you.  Perform  the  doing  of  it.  For 
if  there  be  first  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  that  a  man  hath  and  not 
according  to  what  he  hath  not."     See  II.  Cor.  viii,  ix. 

In  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  the  Apostle's  language  is  yet  more  express, 
"Now  concerning  the  collection  for  the  saints,  as  I  have  given  order  to  the 
Churches  of  Galatia,  even  so  do  ye.  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every 
one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gath- 
erings when  I  come."  Here  was  a  call  for  the  Christians  of  Corinth  to  realize  the 
communion  of  saints  in  the  collection  for  their  poor  brethren  at  Jerusalem.  And 
the  inspired  Apostle  ordains  that  every  man  upon  a  fixed  day  and  according  to  a 
certain  fixed  proportion,  should  lay  by  him  money  in  store  for  the  Lord. 

But  besides  the  doctrine  that  liberality  in  giving  is  a  fruit  and  an  evidence  and  a 
means  of  grace,  and  that  Christians  ought  to  be  systematic  and  regular  in  their 
giving,  the  Scriptures  still  further  teach  that  offerings  of  our  substance  to  the  Lord 
is  one  mode  of  acceptable  worship.  Such  offerings  in  various  forms  were  pre- 
scribed as  religious  worship  to  the  Old  Testament  Church.  The  prophet  Malachi 
charges  Israel  with  keeping  not  God's  ordinances  in  this  respect,  but  going  from 
them  and  with  robbing  God  of  the  tithes  and  offerings  which  He  had  prescribed 
as  an  expression  of  the  homage  and  worship  due  to  Him.  Then  after  denouncing 
upon  them  His  curse  for  withholding  this  worship  which  belonged  to  Him,  God 
says  to  them  in  Malachi,  "Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  store  house,  that  there 
may  be  meat  in  my  house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I 
will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  Heaven  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing  that  there 
shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it."  So  also  in  the  days  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment Church  an  Angel  of  God  tells  Cornelius  that  his  prayers  and  his  alms  were 
come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God.  The  Apostle  Paul  tells  the  Corinthians  that 
God  loves  a  cheerful  giver ;  that  if  a  man  gives  according  to  what  he  hath  it  is  ac- 
cepted of  God ;  and  also  that  by  the  experiment  of  their  ministration  to  the  poor 
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saints,  they  were  making  a  profession  of  their  subjection  to  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
In  other  words,  their  communion  with  the  members  of  Christ's  body  in  the  relief 
of  their  wants,  wa9  regarded  by  the  Head  as  an  expression  of  their  fealty  to  Him. 
Even  as  He^hall  say  himself  at  the  last  day,  that  whatsoever  is  done  for  the  least 
of  His  disciples  is  done  to  Him. 

Now,  if  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  Israel  are  ever  to  be  united  together 
in  the  pecuniary  support  of  the  various  undertakings  to  which  our  Church  has 
been  called  of  her  Lord,  it  can  only  be  by  means  of  this  doctrine  of  His  word. 
Nothing  but  His  own  voice  will  ever  be  able  to  reach  the  whole  body  of  His  peo- 
ple. T^affect  all  this  multitude  as  by  one  impulse  and  then  to  keep  them  under 
its  conwlued  influence — to  inspire  them  all  with  a  zeal  for  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Missions  and  for  the  Education  of  the  Ministry,  and  the  diffusion  of  the  printed 
word,  and  then  to  keep  them  all  instinct  with  this  zeal,  ever  alive  to  its  demands, 
so  that  they  shall  all  regularly  contribute  in  a  fixed  proportion  towards  these  un- 
selfish objects — this  is  something  far  above  and  far  beyond  the  power  of  any  hu- 
man machinery ;  this  is  more  than  can  be  accomplished  by  any  expedients  of  ours ; 
this  requires,  indeed,  the  operation  of  a  Divine  doctrine,  set  home  on  the  heart  of 
the  Church  by  the  Divine  Spirit. 

Here,  then,  we  behold  the  wisdom  and  the  mercy  which  our  Master  has  displayed 
in  His  institution  of  the  Ministry.  He  gives  pastors  and  teachers  for  the  perfec- 
ting of  the  saints — for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chirst.  He  appoints  Ministers 
and  Ruling  Elders  and  Deacons,  to  convey  His  truth  in  every  form  of  it,  whether 
the  most  public  or  the  most  private,  to  each  and  every  individual  of  His  people. 
He  publishes  His  will  on  the  subject  of  our  worshipping  Him  with  offerings  ofjtt? 
substance  and  then  He  ordains  that  that  will  of  His  shall  be  made  known  through 
these  different  office-bearers  in  His  house  to  every  one  of  the  sacramental  host. 
Every  one  of  them  is  to  be  taught  that  the  Master  expects  from  him  individually 
this  kind  of  homage,  and  requires  it  to  be  done  systematically,  upon  principle,  at 
fixed>  times  and  according  to  a  fixed  rule.  Every  one  of  them  is  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity afforded  him  at  regular  seasons  to  present  his  tithes  and  offerings  to  the 
Lord.  The  feeblest  little  congregation  of  God's  people,  who  can  contribute  hardly 
anything,  even  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  amongst  themselves,  must  not  be 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  regularly  contributing  what  they  can,  in  aid  of 
those  still  more  destitute.  They  may  have,  perhaps,  no  Minister  to  take  the  lead 
in  this  matter,  but  in  that  case  their  Ruling  Elders  must  see  to  it,  that  in  their 
weak  and  feeble  state  that  little  Church  be  not  deprived  of  the  use  of  this  means 
of  grace,  and  the  opportunity  of  this  kind  of  worship.  And  so  also  the  poorest 
widow  in  all  our  bounds,  must  be  allowed  to  cast  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord  her 
two  mites.  To  compel  or  even  to  persuade  her  thus  to  cast  in  all  her  living,  is  not 
our  business.  But  her  privilege  must  not  be  denied  her.  The  luxury  of  worship- 
ping the  adorable  Master  with  our  substance — the  luxury  of  attesting  to  Him  our 
fealty  by  denying  ourselves  for  His  dear  sake — the  luxury  of  giving  something  to 
Him  who  gave  Himself  for  us,  this,  this  is  the  right  and  the  privilege  of  every  one 
of  Christ's  people,  and  must  be  accorded  at  appointed  seasons  to  every  one  of 
them. 

If  these  views  be  scriptural  and  true,  it  follows  that  one  great  part  of  the  minis- 
terial work  is  to  teach  our  people  about  giving  systematically,  and  train  them  in 
the  actual  practice  of  this  grace.  There  is  great  neglect  amongst  us  on  this  sub- 
ject. Many  a  Minister  would  seem  to  be  afraid  to  talk  to  his  people  plainly  and 
honestly  and  earnestly  on  this  subject.  In  many  of  our  pulpits  the  subjects  of 
Foreign  Missions,  of  Domestic  Missions,  of  the  Education  of  Ministers,  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  printed  word,  are  hardly  ever  mentioned.  In  many,  very  many  of 
our  Churches,  there  is  no  plan  whatever  for  systematic  giving.  In  many  cases  the 
Minister  who  urges  upon  his  session  the  necessity  of -systematic  liberality  by  the 
Church  committed  to  their  joint  care,  is  met  with  objections  and  difficulties  which 
discourage  and  sadden  his  heart.  As  well  expressed  by  one  of  themselves  now  in 
this  body,  the  Ruling  Elders  in  some  cases  sit  around  their  earnest-minded  Minis- 
ter like  so  many  blocks  of  ice,  and  freeze  out  his  zeal.  In  many  cases,  Ministers 
and  Ruling  Elders  agree  upon  the  worst  possible  plans  for  collecting  the  gifts  of 
the  Church.  Timid,  awkward,  inefficient  methods  are  employed,  which  hinder  in- 
stead of  helping  the  development  of  charity.    This  Assembly  solemnly  testifies 
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that  to  mismanage  and  neglect  systematic  and  liberal  giving  is  ft  sin,  ft  doable,  ye» 
a  treble  sin — a  sin  against  the  Master — a  sin  against  the  souls  of  perishing  men, 
and  a  sin  against  the  members  of  Christ,  who  have  a  right  to  adore  Him  with  their 
substance  at  regular  times.  This  Assembly  calls  upon  every  Minister  to  preach 
frequently  upon  these  subjects  ;  and  upon  every  Euling  Elder  to  expound  these 
matters  from  house  to  house  to  the  people ;  and  Upon  every  Deacon  to  give  to  each 
member  of  the  Church  continual  opportunities  of  sending  in  their  gifts.  The 
Church  needs  very  plain  and  very  earnest  teachings  on  this  subject.  Let  the  doc- 
trine of  giving,  as  it  is  revealed  in  the  Scriptures  and  set  forth  in  our  Confession 
of  Faith,  and  Form  of  Government,  and  Directory  for  Worship,  be  again  andagain 
expounded.  Let  the  facts  also  of  the  case  be  set  forth.  Our  Ministers  mBk  in- 
struct their  congregations  about  the  far  off  heathen,  so  that  they  may  know  their 
immense  numbers,  and  their  deplorable  condition.  They  must  tell  them  of  the 
destitution  that  exists  all  over  our  own  country.  They  must  tell  them  of  the  ne- 
cessity there  is  of  Bibles  and  Tracts  and  Preachers,  in  order  that  sinners  may  be 
converted  and  the  elect  people  of  God  gathered  unto  Him.  The  Assembly  is  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  Church  thus  rightly  instructed  would,  by  God's  grace,  arise 
to  her  duty.  She  will  respond  if  the  appeal  is  made  in  the  right  way.  The  Mama 
of  her  backwardness  is  due,  as  has  been  already  said,  in  many  cases  to  the  Minis- 
try and  the  Ruling  Elders.  Ministers  and  Ruling  Elders  are  themselves  in  many 
cases  not  acquainted  minutely  with  the  facts  of  the  Church's  operations.  They  must 
need,  themselves,  to  know  the  particulars,  in  or  to  feel  a  proper  interest  in  these  ope- 
rations. The  Assembly  testifies  to  its  own  members  here  present,  and  to  all  their 
brethren  of  the  teaching,  and  the  ruling  Eldership,  that  we  can  no  longer  neglect 
our  part,  and  no  longer  suffer  our  Churches  to  neglect  their  part  in  these  works. 
A  new  era  is  dawning.  New  responsibilities  press  upon  us.  A  new  career  opens 
before  us.  Oh !  may  it  be  given  us  to  know  our  opportunity  and  to  embrace  it ; 
to  know  our  duty  and  to  set  about  it. 

The  Assembly  has  hitherto  referred  to  the  individual  Minister  and  Ruling  Elder 
as  he  is  bound  to  instruct  his  people  in  this  duty.  But  we  must  also  enjoin  upon 
the  Courts  below  their  duty  as  Courts  in  this  respect.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  ses- 
sion to  see  to  it,  in  their  official  capacity,  that  the  congregation  have  some  regular 
and  systematic  opportunity  of  giving.  It  is  the  duty  of  Presbyteries  to  require 
from  every  Church  session  a  report  of  their  plans  and  their  doings  as  a  Church  in 
this  line.  And  so,  also,  should  every  Synod  require  its  Presbyteries  to  report  how 
many  and  which  of  the  Churches  do,  and  how  many  and  which  of  the  Churches  do 
not  attend  to  this  most  necessary  Christian  duty. 

There  are  many  suggestions  of  a  practical  kind  which  might  be  presented  if  time 
permitted.  The  Assembly  would  not  undertake  to  point  out  to  every  particular 
Church  in  what  way  it  shall  manage  its  charitable  collections.  Different  plans 
must  be  pursued  in  different  quarters  of  the  Church.  Some  methods  will  best  suit 
the  Churches  in  cities  and  towns,  and  other  methods  the  Churches  in  the  country. 
The  thing  to  be  desired  is,  that  we  all  adopt  some  plan  and  make  some  effort.  If 
any  Minister  and  session  hitherto  neglecting  this  duty,  will  but  make  a  beginning 
upon  whatever  plan,  the  experience  of  a  few  months  or  years  will  best  teach  them 
in  what  way  they  may  improve  and  perfect  it. 

One  practical  suggestion,  however,  the  Assembly  will  offer,  which  may  be  suited 
to  the  case  of  some  of  our  Churches. 

"We  have  four  main  objects  of  Christian  effort — the  raising  up  of  Ministers,  the 
publication  of  the  printed  word,  and  the  sending  of  the  Ministers  with  this  word 
to  all  people,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Already  one  of  these  objects  is  especially 
remembered  once  every  month  in  many  of  our  Churches.  At  that  monthly  con- 
cert of  prayer,  on  the  first  Sunday  or  Monday  evening  of  the  month,  a  collection 
is  now  usually  taken  up.  Let  there  be  a  collection  at  the  second  prayer  meeting 
of  the  month  for  the  Domestic  Missionary  Committee,  and  at  the  third  prayer 
meeting  of  the  month  for  the  Committee  of  Education,  and  at  the  fourth  prayer 
meeting  of  the  month  for  the  Committee  of  Publication.  This  would  bring  these 
great  objects  of  the  Church's  love  and  zeal  directly  before  the  eye  and  close  home 
to  the  heart  of  the  Church  ;  and  it  would  also,  if  generally  observed,  furnish  a 
very  large  sum  to  these  Committees.  If  but  one  Church  member  in  five  of  all  our 
Church  people  should  contribute,  weekly,  only  ten  cents  to  each  of  these  Commit- 
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tees,  the  aggregate  would  be  immense.  It  is  for  the  most  part  the  members  of  tlio 
Church  who  will  be  found  assembled  at  the  weekly  Church  prayer  meeting.  It  in 
to  them  we  might  most  properly  make  a  weekly  appeal  in  behalf  of  these  objects. 
The  Apostle  certainly  seems  to  imply  in  his  direction  to  the  Corinthians,  and  be- 
fore them  to  the  Galatians  respecting  collections,  that  they  should  be  weekly.  The 
plan  now  recommended  has  the  merit  of  being  literally  in  accordance  with  the 
Apostle's  ordinance  as  thus  understood.  There  might  very  properly  be  a  reference 
in  the  prayers  of  these  three  meetings  as  at  the  Foreign  Missionary  concert  ol 
prayer,  to  the  object  for  which  the  alms  is  contributed,  and  thus  our  prayers  and 
our  alms  would  come  up  together  for  a  memorial  before  Cud.  This  plan  need  not 
interfere  with  any  existing  arrangements  for  collections  in  the  great  congregation, 
The  Assembly  proposes  this  distinctly  as  a  new  thing,  to  be  added  to  the  old  ar- 
rangements. We  need  large  contributions,  because  we  are  undertaking  great  ope- 
rations in  our  independent  Church  character.  Let  us  make  this  weekly  appeal  tc 
all  our  brethren,  over  and  above  the  other  appeals  to  which  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed. There  is  a  blessing  in  it.  Let  us  stretch  forth  our  hands  and  appropriate 
that  blessing  to  our  new-born  Church. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  for  12  o'clock,  to-wit;  to  receive  nominations  for 
the  several  Executive  Committees  of  the  Assembly,  was  taken  up,  and  theibl- 
lowing  nominations  were  made : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  nominated  for  the  Executive  com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Missions : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  J.  Leighton  "Wilson,  D.D. 
"    Treasurer — Rev.  Prof.  James  Woodrow. 

"   Members— Rev.  James  H.  Thornwell,  D.D., 
"     George  Howe,  D.D., 
"     F.  P.  Mullalv, 
"     A.  A.  Porter, 
"     John  B.  Adger,  D.D., 
Mr.  Henry  Muller, 
"    F.  W  McMaster, 
"    Campbell  R.  Bryce, 
Prof.  Charles  S.  Venables. 

William  Mnrdock  nominated  Dr.  E.  Nye  Hutchinson  as  a  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  nominated,  for  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Domestic  Missions : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.D. 
"   Treasurer — Samuel  B.  Newman. 

*   Members— Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D., 
"     R.  Mclnnis, 
"     I.  J.  Henderson, 
"     H.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wm.  C.  Black, 
"    J.  A.  Maybin, 
"     F.  Stringer, 
"    A.  D.  Donovan, 
"    John  D.  Henderson. 

Judge  Forward  nominated  Rev.  J.  E.  DuBose;  Dr.  Bailey  nominated  Rev. 
Daniel  MoNair ;  Dr.  Chapman  nominated  Mr.  John  T.  Hardy,  as  members  of  this 
Committee.  Prof.  Phillips  nominated  Rev.  Dr.  E.  T.  Baird  ;  Dr.  Chapman  nomi- 
aatad  Rev.  Dr.  J.  A.  Lyon ;  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Wilson  nominated  Rev.  Dr.  William  H. 
V*ot«t  for  Bmetatf. 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Education  nominated,  for  the  Executive  Committee 
on  Education : 

For  Secretary— -Kev.  John  H.  Gray,  D.D. 
"    Treasurer — J.  B.  Kirtland. 

"    Members— Eev.  J.  O.  Stedman,  D.D.,      * 

"    K.  C.  Grundy,  D.D., 

"    P.  H.  Thompson, 

"    R.  E.  Evans, 
Hon.  J.  T.  Swayne, 
E.  H.  Porter, 
W.  S.  MoRae, 
A.  J.  White, 
W.  B.  Donoho. 

Dr.  Chapman  nominated  Eev.  Dr.  Lacy ;  Dr.  Adger  nominated  Rev.  Dr.  John 
H.  Rice ;  Dr.  Pryor  nominated  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Stuart,  for  Secretary. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  nominated  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  Publication : 

Por  Secretary— Rev.  E.  T.  Baird,  D.D. 
"    Treasurer — Archibald  Boiling. 

"    Members— Rev.  T.  V-  Moore,  D.D., 

"    M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D., 

■'    Wm.  Brown,  D.D., 

"    Theodorick  Pryor,  D.D., 
Wm.  F.  Taylor, 
C.  II.  Wiley, 
W-  M.  Elliott, 
A.  G.  Mcllwaine, 
Roger  Martin. 

Rev.  P.  Harrison  nominated  Rev.  Dr.  Bocock ;  Dr.  Pryor  nominated  Rev.  Dr. 
Leyburn ;  Prof.  Phillips  nominated  Rev.  Dr.  "Win.  Brown  ;  Rev.  T.  W.  Richardson 
nominated  Rev.  Dr.  Foote,  for  Secretary.  Rev.  Dr.  B.  M.  Smith  and  R.  R.  Howi- 
son,  were  nominated  for  members. 

Dr.  McFarland,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  presented  Over- 
tures No.  8,  9  and  10,  with  the  answers  affixed.  The  answer  to  Overture  No.  8 
was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Thorawell,  adopted,  as  follows : 

"  When  two  successive  meetings  of  the  General  Assembly  occur  between  two 
successive  stated  meetings  of  a  Presbytery,  can  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Presbytery  to  serve  in  the  first  General  Assembly,  serve  also  in  the  second  ?" 

Answer.  The  Commissioners  appointed  members  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
meet  at  a  time  and  place  designated,  are  not  authorized  to  attend  another  General 
Assembly,  as  Commissioners,  to  meet  at  a  different  time  and  place,  unless  re-ap- 
pointed by  their  Presbytery. 

Overture  No.  9,  with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  on  motion  o* 
Eev.  James  H.  Gillespie,  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows — 

Overture  of  Rev.  E.  T.  Williams.— -The  Rev.  E.  T.  Williams,  of  Ga.,  hitherto  in 
connection  with  the  Presbytery  of  Western  Africa  and  the  Synod  of  Few  York, 
desirous,  while  in  this  country,  of  a  suming  some  pastoral  charge,  would  be  in- 
structed whether  any  action  on  the  part  of  this  General  Assembly  is  necessary,  to 
release  him  from  his  former  ecc'  esiastical  connection,  and  to  attach  him  to  such 
Presbytery  and  Synod  within  the  bounds  of  the  Confederate  States  to  which,  in 
the  Providence  of  God,  he  may  be  called.  And  should  such  necessity  exist,  he 
further  desires,  and  respectfully  requests  of  this  General  Assembly  that  the  needed 
action  may  be  taken  by  them.  E.  T.  Williams. 

Answer.  Any  Presbytery  in  our  connection  to  which  Mr.  Williams  may  apply, 
will  be  warranted  to  receive  him  on  his  furnishing  them  with  satisfactory  evidence 
of  his  good  standing. 
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Overture  No.  10,  (from  Ilcv.  R.  Mclnnis,)  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee,  was,  on  motion  of  Rev.  T.  R.  Welch,  adopted,  as  follows — 

"The  Assembly  is  Overtured  to  appoint  a  Committee  of ,    to   revise  and 

prepare  for  the  use  of  our  Church  a  suitable  Hymn  Book,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  next  General  Assembly/' 

Answer.  It  is  recommended  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  revise  our  Book 
of  Psalms  and  Hymns,  and  report  to  the  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  they  can  be 
prepared. 

The  appointment  of  the  committee,  referred  to  in  Overture  No.  10,  was 
docketed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Charters  was 
taken  up.  After  a  discussion,  the  further  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  until 
4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McFarland,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon 
at  4  o'clock. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  P  H.  Dalton. 


SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  4  o'clock. 
The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer,  ™ 

On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
Revision,  to  examine  the  rules  of  order  adopted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and 
submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  next  General  Assembly  any  change  in  said 
rules  which  to  them  may  seem  necessary. 

After  full  discussion  and  the  adoption  of  several  amendments,  the  entire  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Charters  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Report  on  the  Charter. 

The  select  Committee  of  three,  to  whom  the  General  Assembly  has  referred  the 
resolution  to  obtain  a  Charter  from  the  States,  or  Confederacy,  by  which  the  right 
of  property  may  be  held  in  trust  for  the  purposes  of  the  Assembly,  having  had 
under  consideration  the  several  matters  embraced  in  the  reference,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report : 

There  is  no  power  in  the  Confederacy,  or  the  Confederate  Congress,  to  grant  a 
Charter  for  a  purpose  like  that  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  inasmuch  as  it  does 
not  relate  to  any  matter  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Government. 
The  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  which,  in  its  sphere  of  operation,  is 
the  highest  law  of  the  land,  declares  and  fixes  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and 
settles  in  a  determinate  way  the  bounds  and  the  subjects  of  its  legislation.  There 
is  no  provision  made  for  a  case  like  this,  for  which  reason  an  application  to  Con- 
gress would  be  in  vain. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  application  be  made  to  one  or  more  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  to  grant  a  Charter,  unlimited  as  to  the  time  of  its  duration,  and 
also  as  to  the  amount  of  property  which  may  be  held  in  trust  for  the  General  As- 
sembly, with  a  view  to  the  full  development  and  exercise  of  its  largest  usefulness, 
and  for  the  firm  and  successful  establishing  of  these  agencies,  which  shall  fill  up 
the  measure  of  our  systematic  benevolence  and  our  Christian  duty.  In  this  con- 
nection, it  is  suggested  that  the  Genen.1  Assembly,  at  it  present  session,  elect 

Trustees,  to  receive,  hold,  employ  and  dispose  of  all  the  estate  and  property,  real, 
personal  and  mixed,  which  from  time  to  time  may  be  acquired  by  gift,  devise,  be- 
quest, purchase,  or  otherwise. 

Another  question  has  been  discussed  before  the  Committee,  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  a  charter  for  the  incorporation  of  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly, 
that  the  Committee  have  had  it  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  submit  a  re- 
port thereupon.  Shall  the  Boards  or  Committees  of  the  General  Assembly  be  in- 
corporated by  somo  act  of  legislation  separate  from  that  which  makes  tho  Trustees 
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of  the  Assembly  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  or  shall  they  be  united  by  an  act 
or  acts  which  shall  make  them  one  common,  undivided  incorporation,  in  law  and 
fact? 

The  Committee  recommend  that  they  be  united  in  one  body,  however  various 
may  be  the  agencies  which  the  Assembly  may  employ  in  the  great  trust  which  is 
committed  to  the  Church  on  earth.  As  an  abstract  question  of  law,  it  is  not 
doubted  that  this  may  be  done,  and  if  it  shall  be  accomplished,  we  shall  not  have 
in  the  Church  Boards  or  Committees  rising  up  and  asserting  a  power  in  themselves, 
independent  of  and  against  the  General  Assembly,  but  our  corporate  organization 
and  existence  being  one  entire  body,  one  legal  entity,  we  shall  exhibit  the  appear- 
ance of  uniformity,  sympathy,  harmony,  and  of  delightful  and  refreshing  Christian 
brotherhood. 

As  the  General  Assembly  will  doubtless  establish  at  this  time  fields  or  centres  of 
operation  for  different  portions  of  the  work  which  is  now  to  be  inaugurated,  it 
would  be  well,  out  of  abundant  caution,  to  have  the  application  for  our  Charter 
made  in  all  of  the  States,  where  one  of  our  Committees  or  Boards  is  to  be  placed. 

The  suggestion  of  your  Committee  in  reference  to  the  single  act  of  incorporation 
is  designed  to  have  our  corporate  title  style  and  rights  the  same  in  every  State 
where  we  may  operate,  by  a  statutory  declaration  from  that  State  which  may  se- 
cure us  beyond  all  question. 

To  keep  our  Boards  or  Committees  dependent  upon  and  responsible  to  the  Gen- 
ial Assembly — to  have  an  organization  broad  enough  to  embrace  all  our  under- 

kings — to  keep  them  in  one  family  by  one  family  name — to  keep  them  so  bound 
together  that  the  creator  may  be  above  the  creature,  to  present  the  view  of  the 
vine  and  its  branches,  it  occurs  to  your  Committee,  would  be  a  happy  consumma- 
tion for  our  Church. 

A  bill  drawn  to  secure  such  a  Charter  is  herewith  submitted  by  your  Commit- 
tee, and  if  it  shall  be  approved,  further  steps  must  be  taken  to  present  it  early  to 
some  Legislature  now  in  session,  viz: 

A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  of  the 

State  of  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 

the  same,  That 

and  their  successors  duly  appointed  and  chosen  in  manner  as  is  hereinafter  direct- 
ed, be  and  they  are  hereby  made,  declared  and  constituted  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  by  the  name,  style  and  title 
of  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confede- 
rate States  of  America,  and  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  take  and  hold  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments,  corporeal  and.  incorporeal ;  as  well  as  property,  personal  and 
mixed,  which  at  any  time  may  be  given,  granted,  bargained,  purchased,  devised  or 
bequeathed  to  them  or  to  others  for  them  or  for  their  use,  by  any  means  whatever; 
to  aid  and  enable  the  said  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  to  undertake,  establish  and  carry  on  the  work  of 
Christian  Education — of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions — of  the  Publication  of 
such  books,  tracts  and  papers  as  are  connected  with  the  diffusion  of  religious  lite- 
rature and  learning — and  of  building  up  and  supporting  Churches  of  their  faith 
and  worship,  within  the  Confederate  States  aforesaid — and  all  the  said  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments,  corporeal  and  incorporeal,  and  all  the  said  property, 
personal  and  mixed,  that  shall  be  acquired  by  the  said  Trustees  and  their  success- 
ors, in  manner  aforesaid,  at  any  and  all  times,  shall  be  held,  used,  laid  out  and  dis- 
posed of,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  agreeably  to  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  of  this  Act,  and  subject 
to  the  direction  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Church. 

Seotion  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trustees  and  their  success- 
ers  shall  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  alter  the  same  at  their  pleasure ;  and 
by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  they  shall  be  able  and  capable  to  sue  and 


1862.]  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  ;gg 

be  sued,  plead  and  bo  impleaded,  before  any,  court.or  tribunal ;  and  they  are  here- 
by;  aikhdrised^aad  «mp©wered  toimake  all  by-laws  and  Ordinances,  and  to  do  every- 
thing  needful  for  and  incident  to  the  support  and  due.  government  of  the  said  cor- 
poration *ndf  managing  the;  funds  and  revenues  thereof :  Provided,  Such  by-laws 
■rind  iordirianoes  Sb.aIt.in0t  be  repugnant  to  the.  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States,  or  of  this  State,   or  of  any .  direction  or  resolutions;  of  the  said  General 


.SBextEON13..And>be:it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation  shall  notatarfy 
tini8<.otosist.  of  more  than  fifteen  persons,  of  whom  eight  shall,  be  necessary  as,  a 
quorum  for  the- transaction  of  business,  and  the.  said  Trustees  and  their  successors, 
as.vacancies  may. occur,. by  death  or  otherwise,  shall  be.  chosen  and  appointed,  hy 
the  said  General  Assembly  in  manner  and  time  and  place,  at  their  pleasure.  : 
;,iSEoribir;j4.-.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian. Church  in  the.  Confederate  States;  of,  America  shall  Establish,  any 
Commdttees,  Agencies  or  Boards,,  for  the  purposes  of  Education,  Publication, .  Por- 
eignand  Pomestie  Missions,  Church  Extension,  or  any  other  Committees,  Agencies 
or  Boards,  connected  with  the  benevolent  purposes  and  operations  of  the  said  A% 
Bembly,.any6f  the  said;  Committees,  Agencies  or,  Boards,,  shall  be  held  and  deemed 
to  ha branphes  of, .this  incorporation;  subject  always  to  the  review,  control  and 
.power.of  the  said-General  Assembly;  and  whenever  any  gift,,  conveyance  or  trans* 
fan  of.  estate  iii- any  wise,  any  devise,  or.  bequest  shall  be  made  to.  "the  Trustee>of 
the  General  Assemblyof.  the  Presbyterian,  Church  in.  the  Confederate.  States  of 
Amerloa,"  for  either  of  the.  Conpiittees,  Agenoies  or  Boards  of  the , ;  General  As- 
sembly, it  shall  be  good  and  effectual  to  transfer  the  estate,  property,  Qrihing,:.  in 
as  full  and- as  perfect. a  manner  as  if  the  said  Committee,  Agency,  or  Boardyihad 
been, especiaUyincorporated.  with  ppwers  to  takeand  to  hold  the-same,  and  no  inis* 
nomer  or  misdescription  of  the  said  corporation  shall  defeat  any,  gift,  grant,  devise 
or  bequest  to  the. eprpora^ion,  wherever  the  intent  shall  appear  sufficiently  upon 

the'fece  of  ihe  gift,  grant,  devise  o'i- bequest. " .'.",'"'"" 

"'SiciiOtf  5. lTnC  said  corporation  shall'  have  p'owfcr  to  appoint  a' Treasurer  arid 
such  other  officers  as  are 'needed  for  the  execution' of 'this  trust — to  fix  their  duties^ 
their  compensation,  and  continuance  in  office,  at  their 'pleasure."  ■  ' 

Section  6.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  alienate  any  real  estate*  of 
which  they  may.  be  the  owners  foi', the  trusts  aforesaid;  and  whenever  any  con- 
yeyanceis.so  .made,  it  shall  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the  corporation,  with 
the  seal  thereof  attached,  and  attested  by  a  witness. 

Section  7.  This  Act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  ratification'. 

"  Gtt"m6t!i6n  of  Jttdge  Shepherd,  it  was  made  the,  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next  at  12  o'clock  to  elect  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  ;  and'  the  committee 
on  Charters  was  appointed  to  make  nominations  therefor.  .        ..•■■ 

W.  P  Webb;' from  the  committee  On  the  question  respecting  the  legal  and 
•equitetble  claims  of  this  Assembly  to  property  in  the  Confederate-  States,  pre- 
sented *  report  which was  adopted,  as  follows :  ......... 

"The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  Resolution,  "to  make  such  enquiries 
and  suggest  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Chirrcb:  in  the -'Confederate'  States,  to  all'  property  to  which  it  has  a  legal  or 

equitable  claim,"  beg  leave  to  make  the following  Report:-       ■■ < 

r.  iffhe: Commiite©  have  not  had' access  to  such  sources  of  iniermatiion,  as  would  ena- 
ble them  to  ascertahrfullyi  the  nature,  value  and  amount  of  property,,  to  which  this 
Church  has  a  just  or  equitable  claim ;  nor  do  they  deem  if  at  all  necessary  that 
this  Assembly  should  have  a  detailed  statement  of  any  or  all  such  property,  in 
order  that  they  may  secure  and  protect  the  just  rights  and  interests  of  the  Church. 
They  would,  however,  state :  they  have  ascertained  that  there  is  a  large  dmount 
of. "'rateable!  property $K){h  real ahd  -personal,  within  the  Confederate  States,  which 
was  original!}*  wnated/to. the* General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Cmwch  in  the 
Uhilsedufltailievoir  to  the  several  Boards  of  thatChurch,  all  of  which  now,  in*hc 
opinion  jof  yftur  Committee^  justly  and.  equitably  belongs  to  the.Presby  terian  Church 
laJh.?$^M^>  St^;o£A^aejjpa.  ,         ;,:,-,.,  ; ..   , 

O  *  ■■  ,1     ',    .-•  .„.■■     ...  .    i 
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The  Committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  Act  of  the  Confederate 
Congress,  known  as  the  "  Sequestration  Act,"  which  was  referred  to  in  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Assembly ;  but  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  to  the  Committee, 
they  have  not  thought  it  necessary  further  to  consider  or  discuss  the  provisions  of 
that  Act,  which  must  be  remitted  to  the  Judicial  Tribunals  of  the  Confederate 
States,  which  are  charged  with  its  construction  and  execution. 

Since  the  appointment  of  this  Committee,  a  Eeport  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Assembly  by  the  Committee  on  Charters  which  recommends  the  appointment  by  the 
Assembly  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  who  shall  procure  an  Act  of  Incorporation,  by 
which  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  may  be  authorized  to 
acquire,  and  hold  all  the  property,  to  which  this  Church  may  now  be,  or  hereafter 
shall  become  entitled  in  any  manner 

The  appointment  of  such  a  Boarc1  of  Trustees,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Commit- 
tee, supercedes  the  necessity  of  any  further  action  on  the  part  of  this  Assembly — 
inasmuch  as  the  said  Trustees  will  be  the  proper  persons  in  law  and  in  faclj  io 
represent,  secure  and  protect  all  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  Church,  to  attthe 
property  which  justly  and  equitably  belongs  to  it.  :.* 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Assembly  that 
the  said  Board  of  Trustees,  when  they  are  duly  appointed,  and  incorporated,  be 
authorized  and  instructed  to  take  such  action,  and  institute  such  proceedings  as 
they  may  think  necessary  to  secure  and  protect  the  rights  of  this  Church  to  any 
property  to  which  it  may  have  any  legal  or  equitable  claim. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees,  appointed  by  this  Assembly,  be  and  they  are  hereby 

authorized  and  instructed  to  take  such  action,  and  institute  such  proceedings  as 

may  be  necessary  to  secure  and  protect  the  rights  of  this  Church  to  all  property  to 

which  it  has  any  just  or  equitable  claim. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McFarland  the  direction  to  the  Stated  Clerks  of  Presbyte- 
ries passed  on  last  Saturday,  (requesting  them  to  send  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
General  Assembly  Statistical  Reports  for  publication  in  the  Appendix  to  the  min- 
utes of  this  Assembly)  was  reconsidered  and  rescinded. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  T.  R.  Welch  the  Assembly 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  Publication  be  requested  to  prepare 
a  blank  form  for  Statistical  Reports,  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  General  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  F.  Bunting,  the  Assembly 

Resolved,  to  issue  an  order  for  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Texas  to  be  sent  up 
to  the  next  General  Assembly  for  examination. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McFarland,  the  Stated  Clerk  was  directed  to  have  twenty- 
five  hundred  (2,500)  copies  of  the  minutes  of  this  Assembly  published. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  John  S.  Wilson,  the  Assembly  directed  the  Stated  Clerk,  in 
publishing  the  minutes,  to  cause  the  names  of  the  Synods  to  be  printed  in  alpha- 
betical order,  and  the  names  of  the  Presbyteries  in  the  several  Synods  to  be 
printed  in  the  same  manner. 

Dr.  Chapman  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  name  of  Dr.  Lyon  from 
the  list  of  nominations  for  Secretary  of  Domestic  Missions. 

On.  motion  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Gillespie,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  this  even- 
ing at  7£  o'clock,     Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  John  Hunter. 


SATURDAY  EVENING,  7£  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  White. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Church  Extension 
Was  taken  up,  and  the  report  adopted  as  follows,  without  committing  the  Assembly 
to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  committee  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing a  separate  Executive  Committee  for  Church  Extension  : 
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The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  respectfully  Keport :  They  find  in  the  his- 
toric record  of  the  department  of  benevolent  organization  committed  to  them  for 
review,  that  the  object  of  this  Board  or  Agency  has  been  to  extend  aid  to  feeble 
Churches  in  the  erection  of  church  edifices,  or  in  relieving  their  church  property 
from  debt.  This  department  was  first  constructed  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
placed  under  the  care  of  the  Board  or  Committee  of  Domestictic  Missions  in  1844. 

In  their  Report  to  the  General  Assembly  for  1852,  they  state  that  for  the  eight 
years  of  their  operations  they  had  received  and  expended  $41,923  of  which  only 
$10,923  was  contributed  by  the  churches,  the  balance  by  legacies,  personal  dona- 
tions, &c„ 

In  1855  this  work  was  committed  to  a  distinct  and  separate  agency  located  at 
St&auis. 

*F fte  first  Report  by  this  Committee  or  Agency  was  made  to  the-  General  Asem- 
bly  in  1856,  where  they  state  their  receipts  to  have  been  $9,757  31,  nearly  double 
Qj^mount  of  that  collected  in  any  previous  year. 

VJ*eir  Report  of  the  next  year  (1857)  shows  the  receipts  to  have  been  $23,265  61. 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  the  previous  year  and  nearly  quintuple  the  receipts 
of  any  year  previous  to  the  organization  of  this  agency. 

From  this  time  the  receipts  regularly  increased  until  in  18G1,  in  the  last  Report 
rendered  to  the  General  Assembly  the  amount  of  receipts  rose  to  within  a  small 
fraction  of  $30,000,  all  which  has  been  promptly  disbursed  to  appplications  too 
numerous  to  be  fully  met.  This  has  all  been  a  simple  expression  of  the  heart  of 
the  Church  brought  into  contact  with  Christ's  poor  by  the  regular  action  of  your 
Church  Extension  Committee.    No  collecting  agent  has  been  employed. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  with  details  of  thrilling  interest  that  might  be  recited, 
your  committee  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  the  wants  of  the  country  as  well 
as  the  heart  of  the  Church  demands  that  this  hand  of  charity  should  continue  to 
be  opened  and  extended  to  our  feeble  churches,  struggling  for  life  and  just  ready 
to  die. 

An  apprehension  that  was  felt  lest  this  separate  organization  should  subtract 
from  the  contributions  to  the  Board  of  Domestic  Dissions  has  not  been  realized. 
On  the  contrary,  these  contributions  to  Domestic  Missions  have  also  regularly  in- 
creased from  year  to  year,  until  in  1861,  they  have  risen  to  $130,000. 

Seeking,  as  we  wisely  do,  permanency  in  the  possession  of  every  new  acquisition, 
the  church  erection  policy  becomes  both  an  economy  and  necessity,  Rarely  indeed 
does  a  Church  become  extinct  with  a  church  edifice  to  anchor  and  hold  it  together. 

It  is  only  then  in  view  of  the  present  and  pressing  exigencies  of  the  country  that 
your  Committee  recommend  that  the  duties  of  this  Agency  be  temporarily  com- 
mitted to  the  Domestic  Missionary  Committee  located  at  New  Orleans. 

At  the  same  time  your  Committee  place  on  record  their  decided  opinion  that  as 
soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Church  and  country  will  permit,  the  Church 
Extension  Committee  should  be  organized  to  carry  forward  its  separate  and  appro- 
priate work. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  the  disposal  of  this  subject  by  the  following  resolu- 
t  tion : 

Hesohed,  That  in  view  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  action  of  the  Church  Ex- 
tension Committee  as  organized  under  the  Old  Assembly,  and  the  importance  of 
continuing  to  extend  aid  to  feeble  Churches  in  erecting  Church  Edifices,  the  duties 
of  that  Committee  be  put  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Adger,  the  Assembly  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Domestic  Missions.  After  ample  discussion,  the  Assembly,  on  mo- 
tion of  Rev.  S.  D.  Stuart,  resolved  to  reconsider  the  vote  against  strikiug  out  the 
fourth  resolution  of  the  report,  (See  page  21);  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell, 
the  said  resolution  was  stricken  out.  and  then  the  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole. 
[This  report  as  adopted  is  on  pages  20  and  21.] 

On  motion  of  Judge  Forward,  it  was  ordered,  that  all  the  funds  collected  for 
Domestic  Missions,  whether  dispensed  by  the  Presbyteries  themselves,  or  trans- 
mitted together  with  its  missionary  operations,  to  the  committee,  be  fully  and  accu- 
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rately  reported  by  each  Presbytery  to  the  General  Assembly  through  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  that  this  report  be  made  in  time  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
committee's  annual  report. 

Tne  committee  on  Charters  nominated,  through  Judge  Shepherd,  the  following 
.persons  for  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  :  Robert  M.  Patten  and  John 
Whiting,  of  Alabama  ;  Samuel  McCorkle,  of  Virginia;  Thomas  C.  Perrin  and 
Robert  Adger,  of  South  Carolina;  Jesse  21,  Lindsay,  of  North  Carolina;  James 
B.  Walker,  of  Georgia ;  David  N.  Kennedy,  William  S.  Fleming  and  William  S. 
Eakin,  of  Tennessee ;  Thomas  Henderson,  of  Mississippi :  and  Benjamin  M. 
Palmer,  William  P.  Campbell,  Moses  Greenwood  and  Joseph  A.  Maybip,  of 
Louisiana. 

On  motion  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  at  91  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 
Closed  with  prayer  by  Judge  Forward. 


MONDAY,  December  16,  9\  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lyon,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  reconsider  its  action  with 
reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Texas,  and  that  portion  of  the  minutes 
of  Saturday  was  rescinded. 

Dr.  John  S.  Wilson  reported  that  the  committee  on  Leave  of  Absence  had 
granted  leave  to  W  P.  Finley,  David  Ardis  and  Rev.  D.  E.  Frierson. 

Dr.  Bailey  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  contemplate  with  the  highest  satisfaction 
the  proposed  organization  of  a  National  Bible  Society  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  and  for  which  a  meeting  or  convention  is  proposed  to  be  held  in  the  City 
of  Augusta,  Ga.,  on  the  third  "Wednesday  in  March,  1862,  and  we  take  the' present 
suitable  occasion  to  express  a  hope  that  a  work  so  sacred  and  great  as  that  to  be 
embraced  by  this  Catholic  institution  may  receive  the  hearty  and  liberal  support  of 
all  our  people,  churches  and  judicatories. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McMullen,  the  Assembly  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  on  the  subject  of  Christian  Union,  which,  after  amendment  was  cordially 
and  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  in  reference  to  closer  union  and 
communion  amongst  christians  in  the  Confederate  States,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  Eoport : 

As  the  children  of  God  compose  the  body  of  Christ — He  being  the  head,  it  is 
highly  desirable  that  all  who  have  the  head,  having  the  same  Lord  Jesus  for  their 
elder  brother,  the  same  saving  faith  in  that  Lord,  the  same  Holy  Spirit  baptizing 
and  comforting  them,    the  same  God  and  Father  and  the  same  calling  and  hope, 
should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  the  same  in  all  things  in  Christ.     This  Assembly 
expresses,  also,  its  earnest  desire  for  a  cordial  union  of  all  those  who  agree  with 
them  in  doctrinal  principles  and  Church  polity.     To  the  Associate  Eeformed  Synod 
of  the  South,  who  have  several  times  heretofore  conferred  with  ns,  and  who  have 
so  kindly  and  fraternally  greeted  us  on  the  present  occasion,   the  Assembly  feels 
drawn  with  the  strongest  cords  of  brotherly  love.     Theirs  is  a  precious  ancestry 
who  gave  a  noble  testimony  for  truth,  lifting  up  a  glorious  banner  against  error 
and  battling  faithfully  for  Christ  and  His  crown.     Towards  them  our  hearts  go  out 
in  cordial  affection ;  and  the  Assembly  feels  that  at  the  present  time  and  under  the 
present  afflictive  circumstances  that  surround  both  denominations,  no  ordinary  dif- 
ficulties should  be  allowed  to  keep  them  asunder. 

Both  have  the  same  faith  and  polity,  the  same  Heavenly  Father,  and  precious 
Jesus,;  and  Holy  Comforter ;  with  one  heart  and  hope ;  bearing  substantially  the 
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same  riame,  Oonteridtng  Against  the  same  enemy,  and  having  the  sJame  symbols-;  why 
then  should  they  compose  two  denominations  ?         "..•'"   '■•■-.       -  -   "]<.■■     .-'.[■; 

In  regard  to  psalmody  Which  separates  us,  this  Assembly  already  have?fifty-two 
of  the  psalms  Used  by  theA.  K.  Church,  in  our  book'  of  praise,-  j.and now  ^propose 
that  when,  another  edition  is  published,  w.hioh  must  of  necessity  be  at  ah  early  day, 
they  will  publish  the  entire  one  hundred  and  fifty  psalms  at  the  beginning  of  the 
book  if  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  that  sister  Church.  This  action  will  bring -both 
bodies  nearer  to  the  practice  of  the  good  old  Mother  Church  of  Scotland  arid  Ireland 
from  which  both  Churches  have  descended,  as  she  uses  the  one  hundred  arid  fifty 
psalms  together  with  paraphrases  and  hymns.  ' .    .  ■ 

This  Assembly  now  cordially  greets  her  sister  and:  makes  her  this  offer:  of  amity 
and  union.  And  that  the  subject  may  be  brought  to  the  consideration-  of  that  entire 
body  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  Stated  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  is  hereby  .directed 
to  forward  a  copy  of  this  paper  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  each  Presbytery,  of  the  As- 
sociate Eeformed  Church  at  an  early  day. 

Rev.  Peyton  Harrison  presented  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Theological 
Seminaries,  which  was  adopted*  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries  Eeport  the  following,  viz : 
The  Synods  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  request  that  the  General  Assembly  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Confederate  States  will  assume  th&same  review  and 
control  over  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia  which  the'  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  heretofore  exercised 
aocording  to  the  plan  of  the  Seminary— -and  that  the  Seminary  shall  bo;called.the 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  under  the  care  of  the  General.  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  the  Board  of  Directors 
sliall report  annually  to  the.  Assembly.. 
Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  above  request  be  granted.  ,, 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  Overture  No.  1  was  taken  up  and  the  answer  of 
the  Committee  adopted.     [This  Overture  with  its  answer  is  found  on  page  11.] 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McParland,  the  answer  to  Overture  No.  2,  was  taken  from 
the  docket  and  unanimously  .  adopted,  viz :  requiring  that  the  Presbytery  of  Tus- 
cumbia  be  trarisferredj  by  its  own  request,  to  the  Synod  of  Memphis., 

The  order  of  the  day  was  now  called  for,  viz :  the  electron  of  :_me;mbe.rs  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  General  Assembly.  'V    r:  ,  ,'',"'"' 

On  motion  of  Dr.  ThornwelL  the  Assembly  resolved  that  in  the  choice  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  of  the  several  Executive Committees,  the  in- 
dividual's nominated  shall  be  named,  and  the  Clerks'  record  the  vote  of  each.  Com- 
missionier  as  the  roll  is  called.  :     ,       .        ,    .  '"'" 

Rev.  R.  Mclnnis  nominated  J.  W.  C .  Watson  as  a .  member  of  the  Board  pi 
Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly.  •     .,  ,.  r  ^     :j«f 

The  roll  being  called,  it  was  found  that  the  nomineets'  of  thfr  Committee  ,oa 
Charters  were  elected.  '  >      :<•  ; ,   :  .,,  >    ; 

The  nominees  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  iot  the  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  of*  Foreign  Missions,  and  for  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Missions,  were  elected  unanimously.  )•:  .  !  -i! 

Leave  was  given  to  withdraw  from  the  list  of  nominations  for  Secretary  of  Do- 
mestic Missions,  the  names  of  Dr.  W-  H.  Foote  and  Dr.  E.  T.  Baird:  and -from 
tlie  list  of  nominations  for,  members  of  Executive  Committee  of  the  same,  the 
names  of  Rev.  J.  E.  DuBose,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hardy  and  of  Rev.rDanietMcNair.  The,' 
nominees  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  were  th^n  unanimously 
elected.  '  ■:':■■■■'■'"        ■■ '-"-i;'1':  ."' 'Jtj7' 

The  nominees  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  for  Treasurer1  of  Edu- 
cation and  members  of  tte  Executive  Ccmmitteel  of  same  were  unanimously  elect- 
ed. Rev.  J.  H.  Gray,  D.D.,.received  54  votes  for  Secretary  of  this  agency,  Rev. 
S.  D.  Stuart'received  7,  arid  the  Rev.  John  H:  Rice,  D,D.,  8j  Dr.  Gray  having 
a  majority  of  the  whole,  was,  on  motion,  declared  ttnanrmously  eleefled;        '■'  :     •  v" 
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Leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  list  of  nominations  for  Secretary  of 
Publication,  the  names  of  Dr.  W  H.  Foote  and  Dr.  John  H.  Bocock.  For  this 
office,  the  Rev.  William  Brown,  D.D.,  received  51  votes,  and  the  Rev.  E.  T. 
Baird,  D.D.,  33.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Brown  was  then,  on  motion,  declared  to  beelected 
unanimously.  The  nominees  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  for 
Treasurer  of  Publication  and  for  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  same, 
were  unanimously  elected ;  except  that  for  Dr.  Brown's  name  as  a  member,  that 
of  A.  M.  Dupuy  was  substituted.  [See  pages  tld  and  30  for  all  these  com- 
mittees.] 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Harris,  the  Committee  of  Publication  was  directed  to 
publish  the  address  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Jones  in  pamphlet  form  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
ready  for  the  press. 

On  motion  of  L.  B.  Thornton  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator,  and  be 
instructed  by  this  General  Assembly  to  procure  a  Charter  or  Act  of  Incorporation 
of  the  "  The  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
Confederate  States," — as  near,  in  substance,  as  possible,  like  the  charter  presented 
by  the  Committee  on  Charters,  for  each  State  in  which  any  of  the  Committees 
may  be  located;  and  that  said  Charter  or  Act  of  Incorporation  be  obtained  from 
the  Legislatures  of  said  States. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  R,  Wilson,  the  Stated  Clerk  was  directed  to  inform 
the  several  persons  chosen  this  day  for  Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  the  several 
agencies  of  the  Church,  and  those  chosen  for  members  of  the  several  Executive 
Committees,  of  their  election. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Thornwell,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  at  4  o'clock 
this  afternoon.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Caldwell. 


MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  4  o'clock. 
The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Ford. 
Thomas  C.  Perrin,  from  the  committe  on  Finance  presented  the  following  Re- 
port, which  was  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  a  Eesolution  "  to  print  the 
Address  of  this  General  Assembly  to  the  Churches  of  Jesus  Christ  throughout  the 
earth,"  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
recommend  that  the  said  address  be  published  in  pamphlet  form  for  distribution ; 
that  three  thousand  copies  thereof  be  printed,  that  each  member  of  this  Assembly 
contribute  the  sum  of  one  dollar  towards  the  expenses  of  the  publication,  the  ba- 
lance of  the  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Assembly,  that 
the  Clerk  send  to  each  member  who  pays  the  sum  above  mentioned,  ten  copies  of 
the  address,  that  he  retain  for  gratuitous  distribution  to  libraries  and  christian 
bodies  to  which  he  shall  send  the  same,  five  hundred  copies,  and  that  he  sell  at  a  fair 
price,  the  balance  of  the  copies,  and  carry  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  to  the  con- 
tingent fund. 

T.  C.  Perrin  presented  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly,  whenever  funds  by  Avay 
of  gift,  devise  or  bequest,  shall  come  into  their  hands  for  either  of  the  Executive 
Committees  of  the  Assembly,  established  at  its  present  session,  be  directed  to  pay 
over  the  said  funds  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  is  desig- 
nated in  the  gift,  devise  or  bequest,  and  the  release  of  the  Treasurer  of  such  Execu- 
tive Committee  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees,  shall  be  sufficient  to  serve  as  a 
discharge  to  the  Trustees. 

On  motion  of  T.  C.  Perrin,  a   report  of  the  committee  on   Finance  was  taken 
up,  amended,  and  adopted,  as  follows : 
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The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  and  report  as  to 
the  6ums  of  money  to  be  assessed  upon  the  Presbyteries  composing  this  Assembly, 
and  to  be  by  them  contributed  towards  the  Assembly  funds,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  recommend  the  following 
assessments,  to  wit : 

On  the  Presbyteries  of  Lexington,  Orange,  Fayeltville,  Concord,  South  Carolina 
Harmony,  Charleston,  New  Orleans.  South  Alabama,  East  Hanover,  and  Flint 
River,  each  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars;  and  the  Presbyteries  of  West  Hanover, 
Montgomery,  Eoanoke,  Nashville,  Bethel,  Hopewell,  Florida,  Cherokee,  Tuscaloosa, 
East  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Central  Mississippi,  Chickassw,  Memphis  and  North 
Mississippi,  each  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  ;  and  the  Presbyteries  of  Holston,  West- 
ern District,  Maury,  Knoxville,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Red  River,  Greenbrier,  Tus- 
cumbia,  Arkansas,  Ouachita,  Brazos,  East  Texas,  East  Mississippi,  Indian,  Creek  Na- 
tion, and  Central  Texas  each  five  dollars.  The  Committee  recommend  that  the 
assessment  be  now  made,  and  contributions  in  accordance  therewith  be  sent  up  to 
the  next  General  Assembly. 

Dr.  Thonrwell  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  money  paid  into  this  Assembly  at  the  present  time,  together 
with  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  Minutes  and  Address  ordered  to  be  sold,  do 
constitute  a  contingent  fund,  out  of  which  the  Stated  Clerk  is  hereby  instructed 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  this  Assembly,  and  any  other  debt  justly  duo  or  that  may 
arise  against  it. 

The  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence  reported  that  they  had  granted  leave  to 
P.  C.  Houston,  John  Bonner,  N.  A.  Pratt,  D  D.,  Rev.  "VV  C.  Emerson,  Rev.  G. 
W  Boggs,  J.  D.  Armstrong  and  Rev.  H.  Moseley. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McFarland,  Overture  No.  6  was  referred  to  the  next  General 
Assembly,  viz : 

No  changes  shall  be  made  in  the  Confession  of  Faith,  the  Larger  or  the  Shor- 
ter Catechism,  unless  proposed  by  three-fourths  of  one  Assembly  and  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  two  succeeding  Assemblies,  or  unless  proposed  by  two-thirds 
of  the  Presbyteries  and  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  Assembly. 

No  change  shall  be  made  in  the  Form  of  Government,  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
or  the  Directory  of  Worship,  unless  proposed  by  three-fourths  of  one  Assembly 
and  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  next  succeeding  Assembly,  or  unless  proposed 
by  two-thirds  of  the  Presbyteries  and  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  Assembly. 

T.  C.  Perrin,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  asked  that  said  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  duty  of  considering  a  resolution  referred  to  them,  contem- 
plating the  appointment  of  a  single  Treasurer  for  the  entire  Church,  seeing  that 
that  matter  has  been  covered  by  the  action  of  this  Assembly  in  electing  sepa- 
rate  Treasurers  for  the  Executive  Committees. 

This  request  was  granted, 

On  motion  of  Judge  Swayne,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  second  section  of  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  Form  of  Govern- 
ment be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words: 
"  They  shall  not  indulge  in  the  discussion  of  questions  of  State  or  party  politics, 
or  controverted  questions  pertaining  to  civil  government  and  policy." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thonrwell,  the  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees  on  For- 
eign Missions  and  Publication  were  finally  adopted.  The  report  of  the  former  is 
to  be  found  on  pages  15,  16  and  17  ;  that  of  the  latter  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  paper,  for  the  adoption  of  the  Assembly, 
on  the  publication  of  religious  Books  and  Literature,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  sub- 
mit the  following,  viz : 

Whereas,  The  press  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  agencies  characteristic  of  mod- 
ern times  for  influencing,  either  for  good  or  evil,  the  minds  of  men;  and, 
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Whereat,  It  is  encumbent  upon  the  Church,  hi  obedience  to  the.  precept  of  our 
Saviour,  to  be  "wise  as  serpents,"  as  well  as  "  harmless  as  doves ,?  to^ommand 
and  Wield  the  most  efficient  instrumentalities  for  the  advancement  of  the  Redeem- 
er's Kingdom  in  the  world ;  therefore,  .         ,  '         . 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in;  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America  will  engage  in  the  work  of  publishing  arid  circulating 
religious  books  and  literature,  as  one  of  its  evangelical  agencies,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  The  Assembly's  Executive  Committee  of  Publication.       -,  • 

Resolved  2  That  the  Executive  Committee  (to  be  annually  app&inted  by  the 
General  Assembly,)  shall  consist  of  a  Secretary,  to  be  styled  the  Secretary  of  Pub- 
lication, who  shall  also  be  Editor  ;  a  Treasurer,  and  nine  other  members  in  com- 
munion with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  four  of  whom  at  least  shall-  he  Ruling  El- 
ders, Deacons  or  private  members ;  six  of  whom  shall  be  necessaryto  a  quorum, 
competent  to  do  business.  "',',.      .        •,' 

Resolved,  3.  That  no  Book,  Tract,  Pamphlet,  Paper,  or  other  publication  de- 
signed for  general  and  permanent  circulation,  shall  be  printed'  and  published  with- 
out the  sanction  of  at  least  seven  members  of  the  committee.  .,,....,.,:'•- 
ti*  Resolved,  4.  That  the  Committee  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered,  to  frame  a  code 
of  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  its  own  proceedings;'  which  shall  be  subject  to 
the  revisal  and  approval  of  the  General  Assembly. 

'^Resolved.  5.  That  said  Committee  shall  keep  a  faithful  record  of  all  its  proceed- 
ings, and  send  the  same,  together  with  a  written  report,  up  each  year  to  the'.  As- 
sembly, for  its  review  and  control.  '      '  ' 

The  Committee  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Assembly  the  following,, 
as  the  second  part  of  their  report,  viz ;  . ,  ...... 

Resolved,  1.  That,  the  seat  of  the  operations  of  the  .Assembly's  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Publication  be  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Churches  throughout  our  bounds  be  earnestly  requested  to 
take  up  collections  and  contribute  liberally  to  this  scheme,  in  order  that  it  may  be, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  inaugurated  in  its  work  of  usefulness;  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary (that  shall  be  appointed)  be  empowered  to  solicit  funds  from  the  Chnrches  for 
this  purpose. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  (when  appointed)' to  publish,  as 
soon  as  convenient,  a  suitable  Sabbath  School  paper. 

Resolved,  4.  That,  whereas,  the  Synod  of  Mississippi  has  offered  to-',  this  Assehv 
bly  (under  certain  restrictions)  the  use  of  their  property  in  the  city  of  ISfew  Or- 
leans, La.j  for  the  benefit  of  the  Assembly's  scheme  of  publication,  the  Assembly 
hereby  acknowledge  their  obligations  to  the  Synod,  of  Mississippi  for  their  gener- 
ous offer';  and  should  the  future  operations  of  the  Committee,  render  it  expedient, 
they  will  gratefully  accept  the  same.  1 

Rev.  W-  T.  Richardson,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee, reported  that  no  business  had  been  brought  before  said  Committee,  and 
asked  that  the  Committee  be  discharged.     Granted.  '•  •  ■    . 

HBr.  Leland,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Narrative,  presented  the  Narrative, 
which  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lyon,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Psalmody  shall ' 
consist  of  five  members,  and  that  the  Moderator  of  this  Assembly  shall  be  the  • 
Chairman.  Dr.  T.  V  Moore,  Dr,  Thomas  Smythe,  Dr.  Joseph,  Stratton  and , 
Dr.  John  W  Pratt,  were  appointed  in  conjunction  with  the  Moderator,. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  the  action  of  the  Assembly  with,  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  procure  a  Charter,  was  reconsidered,  and  the 
Assembly  resolved  that  the  Moderator  appoint  a  Committee  of  three  from  each 
of  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  for.  this  purpose. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  accordingly  appointed  :  Prom  Tennessee,  A.  TV.. 
Putnam,  Jackson  B.  White,  Alfred  Robb  and  B.  M.  Estes;  from,  Virginia,  \y. 
F  C.  Gregory,  R.  D.  Montague,  Asa  D.  Dickinson  and  J.  D.  Armstrong ;  from 
Mississippi,   J.  W  C.  Watson,  J.  W.  Clapn,  H.  T.  Ellett  and  T.  J.  Wharton 
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from  Louisiana,  B.  M.  Palmer,  Thomas  A.  Clarke  and  James  N.  Lee — the 
names  of  Mr.  Armstrong  of  Virginia,  of  Mr.  Estes  from  Tennessee,  and  of  Mr. 
Wharton  from  Mississippi,  being  added  on  motions  by  Dr.  Pryor,  Rev.  Shepard 
Wells  and  Rev.  John  Hunter,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  announce  to  these  gentlemen  their  appointment, 
and  send  them  each  a  copy  of  the  Bill  for  a  Charter,  without  delay. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  P-  Ford,-  the  thanks  of -this  Assembly  were  unanimously 
tendered  to  the  citizens  of  Augusta  for  their  generous  hospitality  to  this  body  ; 
to  the  Churches  in  this  city  for  offering  their  respective  houses  of  worship  for  our 
use,  and  to  the  several  Railroad  companies  for  their  liberal  accommodation  to  the 
members  of  this  body. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  Leighton  WilsoB-,"the  matter  of  printing  and  circulating  the 
Minutes,  was  committed  to  the  Stated  Clerk,  with  instructions  to  report  to  the 
next  General  Assembly  any  deficiency  of  funds  for  this  purpose ;  and  to  send 
copies  of  the  Minutes  to  all  the. Ministers  connected  with  this  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McMullen,  the  Assembly  agreed  to  adjourn  until  7-J-  o'clock 
to-night,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  minutes  read,  and  of  spending  a  season  at 
the  close  of  these , harmonious  sessioimn  devotional  exercises. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Laly. 


MONDAY  EVENING,  74- o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Kingsbury. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Chapman,  the  sum  of  $25  each  was  voted  to  Dr.  Kingsbury 
and  Rev.  R.  M.  Loughridge,  representing  the  Indian  Presbytery  in  this  Assem- 
bly, as  a  token  of  our  estimation  of  the  effort  which  they  have  made  to  meet  with 
us  on  this  occasion,  and  that  the  sum  named  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  minutes  of  to-day  were  read  and  approved: 

The  Assembly  spent  an  interesting  season  in  devotional  exercises ;  when,  on 
motion  of  Dr  Pryor,  it  was, 

Ecaolcert,  That  this  General  Assembly  be  now  dissolved ;  and  that  another  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  chosen  in  like  manner,  be  required  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Memphis, 
Tennessee,,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  May,  1862, 
at.  11  o'clock,  A.  If. 

Closed  with  singing,  prayer  and  the  apostolic  benediction. 

JOSEPH  R.  WILSON, 

Permanent  Clerk. 
JOHN  N.  WADDEL, 

Stated  Clerk. 


APPENDIX. 


NARRATIVE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION 

ADOPTED  BY  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE iPRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  CON- 
FEDERATE STATES  OF  AMERICA,  AT  THEIR  MISSIONS  IN  AUGUSTA,  C.A.,  DECEMBER, 
1861,    AND   ADDRESSED   TO   THE   CHURCHES  UNDER  THEIR   CARE. 

At  these  first  sessions  of  this  body,  it  is  manifest  that  our  jurisdiction  cannot 
embrace  the  past  year ;  and  as  this  year  has  been  one  of  confusion  and  agitation, 
and  as  only  a  few  of  the  Presbyteries  have  sent  reports  of  their  condition,  it  is 
unavoidable  that  this  Narrative  must  be  brief  and  imperfect.  The  materials  we 
have,  however,  are  sufficient  to  produce  deep  humiliation,  on  account  of  the  bur- 
dens and  trials  to  which  our  Churches  are  subjected,  while  at  the  same  time  we 
have  cause  of  lively  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  the  tokens  of 
His  presence  and  favor. 

Constituted  by  the  authority  of  our  Presbyteries,  as  the  highest  Court  of  our 
Church  in  these  Confederate  States,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  survey  with  deep  in- 
terest the  state  of  Religion  within  our  bounds.  In  this  view  of  the  condition  of 
our  Churches,  our  first  emotions  are  those  of  sadness  and  grief  excited  by  the 
calamities  and  desolations  caused  by  that  cruel,  fratricidal  war  which  has  been 
forced  upon  us.  But  while  we  mourn  over  these  distressing  scenes,  our  hearts  are 
comforted  by  the  rays  of  mercy  which  appear  amid  the  darkness  which  enshrouds 
our  beloved  Zion. 

I.  The  hearts  of  all  our  people  should  be  filled  with  thankfulness  for  the  peace- 
ful state  which  most  of  our  Churches  are  permitted  to  enjoy.  "While  some  of  our 
Pastors  are  required  to  leave  their  homes  and  labor  in  the  tented  field  and  in  the 
hospitals ;  and  while  large  numbers  are  called  to  leave  their  seats  in  our  sanctua- 
ries empty,  and  put  on  their  armor  in  defence  of  their  country,  it  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  the  ordinances  of  public  worship  are  generally  attended,  and  Christian 
privileges  enjoyed  as  usual.  And  though  many  complaints  are  made  that  a  wither- 
ing, deadening  effect  is  produced  upon  the  spiritual  state  of  the  Churches  by  the 
terrors  of  war,  diverting  the  minds  of  men  from  religious  truth,  rendering  the 
hearts  of  worldly  men  callous  and  insensible ;  the  power  of  divine  gra'ce  has  been 
gloriously  displayed  in  some  highly  favored  places,  in  causing  a  reviving  influence 
to  descend  upon  the  Churches,  and  in  the  in-gathering  of  many  souls  into  the  fold 
of  the  Redeemer.  Such  showers  of  mercy  have  descended  upon  dry  and  thirsty 
regions,  rendering  them  fruitful  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  The  following  Churches 
in  the  bounds  of  South  Alabama  Presbytery  are  reported  as  having  enjoyed  pre- 
cious revivals,  in  which  many  souls  were  hopefully  converted,  viz :  Scotland,  Val- 
ley Creek,  Shell  Creek,  McKinley,  Monroeville,  Harpersville,  Ashville  and  Pisgah. 

II.  Another  circumstance  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  our  Presbyteries,  which 
calls  for  devout  thankfulness,  is  the  unusual  prevalence  of  a  spirit  of  prayer  in  our 
Churches  generally.  The  voice  of  earnest  supplication  has  been  heard  in  very  un- 
usual places.  The  Halls  of  our  Legislatures,  and  the  military  camp,  have  been 
vocal  with  fervent  devotion.    The  number  of  regular  prayer  meetings— SOme  of 
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them  held  daily  throughout  the  year — has  been  greatly  multiplied.  And  once  and 
again,  at  the  call  of  our  President,  our  whole  people  have  been  assembled  in  a 
thousand  Churches,  imploring  blessings  upon  our  sinful,  suffering  country. 

III.  The  evidences  of  divine  favor  towards  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  calls 
for  a  grateful  notice.  The  claims  of  destitute  pagans  upon  Christian  sympathy  and 
charity  have  been  felt  and  acknowledged  amid  the  noise  and  tumults  of  a  state  of 
war.  Instead  of  the  apathy  which  might  have  been  expected,  there  has  been 
manifested  a  spirit  of  active  zeal  and  liberality,  in  sustaining  those  Missions  which 
have  been  thrown  upon  our  care.  Separated  from  the  organization  to  which  we 
formerly  belonged,  there  has  been  an  active  co-operation  of  our  Churches  general- 
\y,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  our  position ;  thus  affording  delightful  evidence  of 
the  prevalence  of  a  true  Missionary  spirit. 

IV  In  the  field  of  Domestic  Missions  we  are  cheered  with  reports  of  encour- 
aging success  in  this  great  work,  amid  difficulties  and  discouragements.  In  several 
of  the  Presbyteries  a  system  of  evangelical  labors  has  been  adopted,  which  has  re- 
sulted in  the  formation  of  new  Churches,  and  centres  of  Christian  instruction,  ren- 
dering former  waste  places  fruitful  in  piety  and  holiness.  Especially  in  those  la- 
bors of  Domestic  Missions,  which  are  devoted  to  our  colored  population,  a  degree 
of  success  has  been  graciously  afforded,  which  calls  for  devout  gratitude.  In  the 
efforts  of  our  Churches  and  Ministejaio  give  Gospel  instruction  to  these  multitudes 
of  immortal  souls  entrusted  to  ourM  Kand  for  whom  we  are  specially  accounta- 
ble, a  rich  blessing  has  been  enjoyfl  H  several  places  within  our  bounds  there 
have  been  blessed  revivals  of  religfo^adding  to  our  Churches  hundreds  of  hope- 
ful converts  among  the  colored  people.  It  is,  indeed,  a  most  precious  token  of  the 
smiles  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  in  giving  such  signal  success  to  our  la- 
bors for  the  spiritual  benefit  of  our  servants,  in  these  days  of  trial  and  confusion. 
It  is  our  privilege  to  know  that  many  of  our  Pastors,  evangelists  and  licentiates, 
devote  their  ministry  to  children  as  well  as  parents,  to  servants  as  well  as  masters. 
The  blessed  effects  ot  such  labors  are  manifest  in  the  gathering  of  several  large 
congregations,  composed  of  colored  members  exclusively.  In  having  received  so 
many  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Africa  into  the  communion  of  our  Churches, 
we  have  cause  of  devout  thankfulness  to  our  gracious  Loed.  Bless  the  Lord,  0 
our  souls,  and  all  that  is  within  its,  Hess  His  Jioly  name. 

V.  Another  subject  of  thankfulness  is  furnished  by  the  extensive  and  successful 
cultivation  of  the  fields  of  Sunday  School  instruction.  "While  in  other  departments 
of  evangelical  labors,  many  obstacles  and  discouragements  have  impeded  our  pro- 
gress, this  great  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  children,  has  been  prosecuted 
with  increased  zeal  and  signal  success.  "While  our  Colleges  have  been  greatly  dis- 
turbed, and  in  some  instances  wholly  suspended ;  and  while  many  of  our  young 
men  are  drawn  away  from  their  studies  and  privileges  to  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try, it  is  the  peculiar  happiuess  of  our  children  to  enjoy,  without  hindrance  or  in- 
terruption, the  rich  instruction  of  the  Gospel.  It  is,  therefore,  matter  of  lively 
gratitude  to  God,  that  even,  in  these  times  of  public  alarm  and  distress,  the  bless- 
ings of  Sunday  School  instruction  are  freely  and  richly  enjoyed. 

VI.  "We  mention  another  element  of  our  spiritual  prosperity,  which  demands  our 
thankful  acknowledgements ;  which  is'the  prosperous  condition  of  our  Theologi- 
cal Seminaries.  "While  other  Institutions  of  Education  have  been  disturbed  and 
scattered  by  the  war,  our  beloved  schools  of  the  Prophets  are  permitted  to  enjoy 
their  usual  prosperity  and  usefulness.  For  although  some  of  the  students  have 
been  constrained  to  suspend  their  studies  and  become  Chaplains  in  the  army ;  yet 
the  number  of  our  candidates  for  the  Ministry  in  our  Seminaries  has  remained 
nearly  as  heretofore. 

VII.  However  terrible  the  calamities  which  follow  in  the  blood-stained  path  of 
war,  it  is  our  privilege  to  mention  one  beneficial  influence  upon  the  community 
from  th'.s  same  cause.  "We  refer  to  a  generosity  of  feeling  and  a  self-sacrificing 
liberality  in  relieving  distress,  which  have  excited  our  admiration  on  every  side. 
The  vas*  amounts  contributed  to  relieve  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  wounded  in 
our  armies,  and  the  arduous  labors  of  our  entire  population,  devoted  to  the  same 
cause,  are  wholly  unexampled.  And  the  same  spirit  of  liberality  has  appeared  in 
sustaining  our  Churches,  and  furnishing  the  funds  required  by  our  institutions  of 
Christian  benevolence. 
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Co™siON._Inreviewingtheevents  of  the  year  all  our  Churches  and  members 
have  abundant  cause  of  gratitude  for  the  past_  and  encouragement  foi  the ;  future. 
While  it  becomes  us  all  to  be  deeply  humbled  in  the  dust  for  the  sins  which  have 
brought  upon  our  country  the  public  calamities  which  now  severely  afflict  her  ive 
may  liope  from  the  tokens  of  mercy  and  favor  which  have  appeared  amid  the  af- 
flictive visitations  of  our  Heavenly  Father's  hand.  In  view,  therefore  ol  all  the 
interesting  events  of  the  past  year,,  the  Assembly  earnestly  exhort  all  the  beloved 
Churches  under  their  care  to  cherish  a  solemn  sense  of  the  responsibility  which 
rests. upon. them.  The  Lord,  hath  done,  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad. 
In  the. formation  of  this.  Assembly,  and  its  .harmonious  action  we  must  all  recog- 
nize the  special  favor  of  our  covenant  God.  The  prospects  of  efficient  labors  and 
great  success  in  building  the  House  of  the  Lord,  should  encourage  all  our  brethren 
to.  abound  always  in  the  great  work  to  which  we  are  called.  May  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church  grant  to  vou  all,  grace,  mercy  and  peace,  to  strengthen  and  animate 
your  .hearts  and  minds  for  every  good  word  and  work.  Wherefore,  dearly  beloved, 
be  ye  steadfast,  immovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  for  as  much 
as  ye  know  that  your  labor  is  not,  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

B.  M.  PALMEE,  ModeratM  £ 


REPOKT  OF  J.  LEIGHTON  WILSON,  D.D., 

OF     HIS    VISIT     TO     THE   INDIAN     MISSIONS,     JfADE     TO     TIIE     GENEEAL     ASSEMBLY     IN 

AUGUSTA,    GA. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  very  serious  difficulties  existed  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory a  few  months  since,  growing  out  of  the  national  crisis  through  which  those 
tribes  were  passing,  which  threatened  ithe  expulsion  of  our  Missionary  brethren 
there  and  the.  complete  subversion  of  their  work ;  and  that  a  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  convention  at  Atlanta,  consisting  of  Key.  Charlton  H.  "Wilson  and 
myself,  to  visit  that  part  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  sympa- 
thies and'  Christian  salutations  of  the  Southern  Preabyterian  Church  to  those 
brethren,  and  of  allaying,  as  far  as  possible,  the  excitement  among  the  Indians,  by, 
assuring  them  of  the  interest  felt  by  the  Southern  Churches  in  those  missions.  We 
were  also  directed  to  lay  the  results  of  this  visit  before  this  General  Assembly, 
which  we. now  propose  to  do.  Mr.  Wilson,  in  consequence  of  sickness  in  hit  fami- 
ly, was  prevented  from  complying  with  the  appointment  of  the  convention.  Ap- 
plication was  subsequently  made  to  several  other  brethren  well  known  to  the 
Churches  to  take  his  place,  but  without  success.  I  was  compelled,  therefore,  to 
undertake  this  responsible  duty  without  any  competent  adviser ;  but  the  result,  I 
trust,  realizes  all  that  was  anticipated,  in  the  appointment  of  the  commission.  It 
will  hot  be  possible,  however,  to  give  the  Assembly  an  intelligible  idea  of  the  ac- 
tual  state  of  things  in  the  Indian  country  withoub  introducing  some  preliminary 
statements,  in  relation  to  the  general  condition  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  mode 
in  which  the  Missionary  work  Las  heretofore  been  prosecuted  among  that  people. 

The  Indian  Country— Its  situation— Its  population,  &e. 

The  Southwestern  Indian  Territory,  as  it  is  usually  termed,  is  situated  between 
the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Texas,  being  bounded  on  the  South  and  West  by  Texas, 
on  the  East  by  Arkansas,  and  on  the  North  by  Kansas.  In  extent,  it  is  nearly  as 
large  as  the  State  of  Arkansas ;  and  for  fertility  of  soil,   abundance  of  water 
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courses,  healthiness  of  olimate,  and  beauty  of  natural  scenery,  it  is  surpassed  by 
no  portion  of  country  "West  of  the  Mississippi.    It  i&  occupied  mainly  by  five  prin- 
cipal tribes  of  Indians,  viz :  the  Cherokees,  the  Greeks,  the  Semin6les,  "the  Choc- 
taws and  theChickasaws.'    Besides  these  there'  area  hmnber  of  scattered  hands, 
astheOsages,   Shawnees,   Camanches,   &c,   to  be  found  along  the"  northern  and 
western '  borders  of  the  Territory.     The  Cherokees  •  are  the  largest  of  all  these 
tribes  and  have  a  population  of  upwards  of  20,000.'    They  occupy  the  northern 
portion  of  the  Territory,  that  which  borders  on  Kansas  and  the '  southwest  corner 
of  Missouri.     The  Creeks  occupy  the  central  portion,  and' have  a  population,  it  is 
supposed,   of  about  15,000.     The  Setoinoles,   who  speak  the  same  language  with 
the  Creeks,  Occupy  the  western  portion  of '.their  Territory,'  ;bttt  their  population 
does  not  exceed  5,000  or  6,000.    The  Choctaws  and  the  GhickasaWaoccupy  all  the 
country  bordering  oh  the  Red  Rivet,' which  separates  their  Territory  from  north- 
ern Texas.    The  Choctaws  have  a  population  of  20,000,  and  the  Chickasaws:of 
8,000;  both  speak  the  same  language;  a!nd,  in  all  important  respects,'  are.the  same 
people.     The  entire  population  of  the  Indian  Territory,  including  the' 'smaller 
bands  above  referred  to,  probably  does  not  fall  much  short  of  100,000.     Each  of 
•the  principal  tribes  has  a  Chief  and  legislative  council  of  its  own;  which  conducts 
all  their  civil  and  municipal  affairs,  and  very  much  as  they  are  done  in  the  States. 
Until  within  a  few  months  pastyjftjeTTnited  States  Government'  had  maintained 
a  kind  of  protectorate  over  these  ;^Bp!,  settling  international'  differences;  disburs- 
ing their  school  funds,  &c."  Recefl^Pthey  have  entered  into  new  treaties' with1  a 
Commissioner  appointed  by  President  Davis,  which  if  ratified,  asuodoubt  will  be 
the  case,  will  transfer  their  national  relationship  to  the-  Confederate :  Government. 
It  is  believed  that  this  change  of  relationship  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  with  the 
excepthm  of  a  small  portion  of  the  Creeks,  is  made  with  much  heartiness. -.,  The 
iGhfltetsfes  have  already  furnished  c-ne  regiment  for  the  Confederate  service  and  the 
Uherftkros-  another,  both  of  which  are  in  camp,  and  will  no  doubt  be  found  fighting 
shoulder^  shoulder  with  our  Own  soldiers  in  the  next  conflict  that  shall  takeplace 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  ■"'  ■  ;..,■.-,, 

The  mode  in  which  the  Missionary  Work  has  heretofore  teen  conducted  among  the 

Indians.      ,, 

The  Board  pf  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
has  been  conducting  missions  among  ail  these  tribes,  except  the  Cherokees,  for  pe- 
riods varying  from  twelve  to  twenty  years.  The  work  has  always  comprised  two 
distinct  departments  of  labor,  viz :  the  educational  and  evangelical.  There  were, 
until  within  a  recent  period,  as  many  as  eight  boarding  schools  among  these  differ- 
ent tribes,,  comprising  in  all  more  than  500  pupils,  of  both  sexes.  There  were, 
also,,  about  thirty  teachers  and  other  missionary  helpers  connected  with  these 
schools,  the  great  majority  of  whom  were  from  the  Northern  States. 

These  schools  were  supported  in  part  by  funds  belonging  to  the  Indiansj  but  dis- 
bursed, by  the  U-  S.  Government,  and  in  part  by  Missionary  funds — the  genera!  rule 
beingHlfie-fourth  from  the  Missionary  treasury  and  three-fourths  from  the  fund  of 
the  Indians.  The  aggregate  cost  of  all  these  schools  was  about  $30,000  per 
annum.  '  ■  , 

In  the  evangelical  department  there  were  twelve  ordained  missionaries  and  ten 
native  preachers  and  licentiates,  besides  a  number  of  other  native  helpers.  Most 
of  these  brethren,  hpth  white  and  native,  devoted  themselves' to  preaching  the 
gospel  and  to  the  care  of.  the  churches.  All  of  this  class  received  their  support 
exclusively  from  the  missionary  treasury.  Two  of  the  native  preachers,  and  both 
of  them  men  of  rare  excellence  and  exemplary  piety,  have  recently,  in  the  myste- 
rious providence  of  God,  been  removed  from  their  work  on  earth  to  more  peaceful 
abodes  above ;  and  three-  of  the  missionaries,  for  reasons  which  will  be  assigned  in 
the  sequel,  have  withdrawn  from  their  work,  and  returned  to  their  homes  in  the 
north. 

The  recent  excitement— Its  cause  and  the  results. 

The  recent  excitement  in  the  Indian  country  was  but  the  extension  of  the  same 
wave  of  popular  excitement  that  had  previously  swept  over  every  other  portion  of 
the  Southern'  country.    Vigilance  Committees  were  formed  here  as  well  as  every 
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where  else,  and  here  as  elsewhere  undue  authority  was  sometimes  exercised  by 
these  Committees.    During  the  period  of  greatest  excitement,  all  of  the  Teachers, 
except  three  lay  superintendents  of  schools,  left  the  country  and  returned  to  the 
North — some,  because  the  term  of  service  for  which  they  engaged  had  expired — 
others,  because  there  was  no  prospect  that  the  Schools  could  be  continued  for  the 
present — and  others,  because  their  sympathies  were  with  the  Forth  in  the  great 
strife  now  agitating  the  country.    In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
is  not  to  be  regretted  that  these  Schools  have  been  suspended  or  that  the  teachers 
have  left.     The  buildings  and  all  the  apparatus  necessary  for  resuming  these  Schools 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  missionaries,  so  that  they  may  be  recommenced  when- 
ever it  is  thought  expedient  to  do  so,  without  any  large  expenditure  of  money.     At 
the  same  time  a  good  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  remodeling  the  Schools,  and 
availing  ourselves  of  all  the  modifications,  and  alterations,  that  may  be  suggested  by 
past  experience.    In  relation  to  the  missionaries,  four  of  them  withdrew  from  the 
work  during  the  excitement.   -  Three  of  these  returned  to  their  friends  in  the  N orth, 
but  the  fourth,  the  Eev.  C.  C.  Copeland,  withdrew  to  Texas  with  his  family,  feel- 
ing assured  that  the  storm  would  soon  pass  over  and  allow  him  to  resume  a  work 
in  which  his  heart  Avas  deeply  interested,  and  to  which  he  had  devoted  the  best 
years  of  his  life.     No  violence  was  used  towards  "any  of  the  missionaries,  and  no 
threats  of  violence  except  in  two  cases — ii^flfcy  a  number  of  Texans  who  had  no 
right  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  natio^P^d  in  the  other  by  a  few  ill-disposed 
Choctaws,  who,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  have  since  felt  heartily  ashamed  of  what 
was  done  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  excitement.     The  property  seized  at  Tal- 
lahassee, in  the  Creek  nation,  was  no  doubt  done  under  the  impression  that  it  be- 
longed to  the  Board  in  New  York,  and  was  therefore  a  legitimate  prize  for  them. 
It  was  not  in  my  power  to  visit  that  station,  but  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  principal 
Chief,  informing  him  that  this  was  the  property  of  the  Southern  as  well  as  the 
Northern  Church,  and  that  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, but  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  be  amicably  settled  without  the 
interposition  of  a  third  party,  of  which  there  is  very  little  doubt. 

Interview  with  the  Missionaries — Address  to  the  Choctaw  Council — The  results. 

By  previous  arrangement,  all  the  missionaries  and  native  assistants,  except  one, 
met  me,  on  the  5th  October,  at  Doaksville,  the  capital  of  the  Choctaw  nation. 
This  gave  me  the  opportunity  of  a  full  and  free  conference  with  these  brethren  on 
all  matters  connected  with  the  missionary  work,  and  led  to  many  important  sug- 
gestions in  relation  to  its  future  prosecution,  but  which  cannot  be  detailed  here 
without  extending  this  communication  to  an  undue  length.  The  Choctaw  Council 
was  fortunately  in  session  at  the  same  time,  and  gave  me  the  opportunity  not  only 
of  addressing  them,  but  most  of  the  chief  men  of  the  nation,  who  were  here  at  that 
time.  In  that  address  I  assured  them  of  the  great  interest  felt  by  Southern  Chris- 
tians in  the  missionary  work  going  on  in  their  country ;  and  reminded  them  that 
the  missionaries  now  remaining  amongthem  had  given  the  strongest  proof  in  years 
past  of  their  general  sympathy  with  the  South,  and  that  they  had  perseveringly 
resisted  all  the  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  bring  them  under  the  influence  of 
Northern  fanaticism.  These  statements,  there  is  reason  to  know,  were  received  in 
the  kindest  manner  by  the  Choctaws.  The  day  after  two  of  the  district  chiefs 
waited  on  me  and  assured  me  that  not  only  were  all  obstacles  to  Mr.  Copeland's  re- 
turn to  the  nation  removed,  but  that  the  Choctaws  very  much  desired  that  he  would 
do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Choctaw  Council  has  since  passed  a  very  flattering 
vote  inviting  Mr.  Copeland's  return.  This  he  has  since  done,  and  the  missionaries, 
when  I  left  the  country,  were  under  the  impression  that  they  would  be  permitted 
to  prosecute  their  work  in  more  peace  and  comfort  than  they  had  done  for  many 
years  past. 

The  Missionaries  entitled  to  the  Confidence  of  the  Southern  Churches. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  missionary  brethren  now  laboring  in  the 
Indian  country  are  not  only  entitled  to  the  confidence  and  kind  feelings  of  Southern 
Christiana  but  to  the  highest  respect  and  veneration.    No  set  of  men  have  passed 
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through  greater  trials,  or  endured  more  hatred  and  obloquy  in  defence  of  those 
great  principles  of  truth  and  justice  for  which  we  ourselves  are  contending  with 
so  much  earnestness  at  the  present  moment.  For  ten  consecutive  years,  the  whole 
moral  force  of  the  New  England  Chun's  was  employed  to  induce  them  to  adept- 
their  fanatical  views,  instead  of  the  pi  :in  teachings  of  God's  word;  and  when  all 
this  failed,  they  and  their  families  were  rudely  cast  off,  without  any  known  means 
of  support.  And  when  our  present  troubles  first  broke  forth,  they  were  the  first 
in  nil  that  region  of  country  to  cast  in  their  lots  with  the  South,  and  no  doubt  their 
prompt  and  decided  action  had  much  to  do  in  giving  fixedness  to  the  purpose 
of  the  Indians  themselves.  But  what  still  more  redounds  to  their  praise,  they  have 
been  devoted,  earnest  and  persevering  laborers  in  the  Master's  vineyard ;  some  of 
them  for  periods  varying  from  twenty  to  thirty -five  and  others  for  more  than  forty 
years.  Their  labors  too  have  been  owned  by  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  and 
crowned  with  most  cheering  results.  The  names  of  Kingsbury,  Byington  and 
Wright  are  intimately  interwoven  with  the  earliest  missionary  efforts  of  this  coun- 
try, and  are  destined  to  become  historic  names  in  the  annals  of  the  Choctaw  nation. 
Hotchkin,  Copeland,  Stark,  Reid,  Balentine,  Lilley,  and  Loughridge,  though  they 
entered  upon  the  work  at  a  later  period,  have  labored  with  no  less  fidelity  or  suc- 
cess. There  is  also  a  noble  band  of  native  laborers,  some  of  whom,  though  un- 
known to  fame,  are  destined  to  shi^^rightly  in  the  heavenly  firmament. 

Success  of  these  Missions. 

"We  have  already  alluded  to  this  subject,  but  it  deserves  more  special  notice . 
Modern  missions  no  where  can  boast  of  greater  or  more  important  results  than 
among  the  Indians,  and  especially  among  the  Choctaws.  Dr.  Kingsbury,  who  is 
a  member  of  this  Assembly,  is  the  father  and  founder  of  this  mission.  When  he  first 
commenced  his  labors  among  them  in  the  year  1818,  he  found  them  in  the  lowest 
depths  of  barbarism.  They  had  not  acquired  the  first  rudiments  of  civilized  life. 
Evidences  of  the  grossest  idolatry  and  superstition  were  to  be  seen  on  every  hand. 
Intemperance  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  to  procure  the  means  of  intoxication, 
was  the  universal  habit  among  men,  women  and  children.  There  was  not  a  single 
individual,  except  two  or  three  mixed  bloods,  in  the  whole  nation  that  could  read, 
and  the  only  professor  of  religion  was  the  old  African  Lestar,  who  still  survives 
and  maintains  a  good  character  for  piety.  But  what  a  change  has  come  over  this 
people !  Go  among  them  now  in  their  far  off  Western  homes,  and  you  will  find 
the  humblest  among  them  living  in  decent  and  comfortable  log  cabins ;  not  a  trace 
of  their  former  idolatry  will  be  seen ;  a  good  little  farm  well  stocked  with  pigs, 
cows  and  ponies,  may  be  seen  in  connection  with  almost  every  dwelling ;  intem- 
perance is  little  known,  and  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  is  interdicted  by  law ;  indus- 
try and  thrift  may  be  seen  in  every  direction.  But  their  most  marked  progress  is 
in  education  and  religion.  It  is  confidently  asserted,  by  those  who  have  the  means 
of  forming  a  correct  judgment,  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  those  that  have  attained 
to  a  suitable  age  are  able  to  read  and  write ;  whilst  the  present  church  membership, 
to  say  nothing  of  those  that  belong  to  other  branches  of  the  church,  or  of  those 
who  have  gone  to  their  rest  in  heaven,  is  about  sixteen  hundred;  and  among  no 
people  have  I  ever  witnessed  more  striking  proofs  of  the  existence  of  sincere,  hum- 
ble consistent  piety.  If  these  are  not  results  in  which  the  church  may  rejoice,  we 
know  of  nothing  on  earth  that  may  be  a  legitimate  subject  of  their  joy. 

The  worlc  needs  to  oe  sustained. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  achieved  by  missions  among  these  people,  much 
still  remains  to  be  done.  It  is  not  possible,  nor  desirable,  to  attempt  to  perpetuate 
the  nationality  of  these  different  tribes.  The  tide  of  white  population  is  fast  ga- 
thering around  their  borders  and  will  ere  long  break  over  all  opposing  barriers. 
No  treaties,  no  measures  of  prudence  and  no  theories  of  political  economy  can 
long  prevent  this.  What  christian  philanthropy  demands  in  view  of  this  inevitable 
result  is,  that  these  people  shall  be  so  enlightened  and  elevated  that  they  will  be 
taken  up  by  the  white  population  and  be  identified  with  them,  and  not  be  crushed 
out,  as  is  likely  to  be  the  case  with  the  smaller  tribes  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 
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This  process  of  identification  is  rapidly,  going  on  in  the  South-western  territory  at 
the  present  time,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  just  in  proportion  as  the  Indians  are 
improved  and  elevated  ;  what  seems  to,  be  ■particularly  needed  at  the  present  mo- 
ment is  to  reinforce  the  Choctaw,  mission  hy  sending  out  two  missionaries  .to 
re-occupy  important  stations  that  have  recently  been'  vacated;  "by  furnishing 
one  additional  missionary  for  the  Seminole  and  another  for  the  Creek  mission ;  and 
two  to  commence  the  work  anew  among  the  Cherokees.  The  last  mentioned  tribe, 
the  largest  of  all,  are  now  very  nearly  without  any  missionary  labor  whatever — 
the  Northern  missionaries  formerly  laboring  among  them  having  been  withdrawn 
or  expelled  from  the  country.  A  repreaentativefrom  this  people  is  on  the  floor  of 
the  Assembly  and  will  make  known  their :  wishes  on  this  subject.  Besides  this., 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  support  of  a  few  small  boarding  schools  among 
the  different  tribes,  the.  chief  object  of  which,  will  be  to  train  native  agents,  into 
whose  hands  the  whole  work  may  ultimately ,  be  committed.  To  carry  out  these 
suggestions  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  six  -new  missionaries,  the  same  number 
of  teachers,  and  to  sustain  the  whole  work  will  require  not  ltss  than  $20,000. 

Conclusion.       i .. 

Such  are  the  facts  connected  with  the  hjfcory,  the  present  condition  and  the 
future  prospects  of  these  missions.  They  hare  been  so  arranged  and  presented  as 
to  give  the  Assembly  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  subject,  and  so  that  they 
may  have  all  the  information  necessary  to  form  a  sound  judgment  in  relation  to 
what  further  should  be  done.  The  Indian  tribes,  in  the  providence  of  God,  have 
been  thrown  upon  the  care  of  the  Southern  Chnrch.  There  is  no  other  source  to 
which  they  can  now  look  for  the  blessings  of  education  and  Christianity.  They 
have  strong  claims' upon  our  aid  and  sympathy.  "We  and  our  kindred  are  enjoying, 
the  fruits  of  a  rich  inheritance  which  was'  once  exclusively  theirs.  Many  wrongs 
and  injuries  have  been  inflicted  upon  them  in  days  that  are  past,  and  the  only  re- 
paration that  can  now  be  made  is  to  impart  to  them  the  blessings  of  the  gospel. 
They  have  given  the  strongest  proofs  of  their  capacity  for  improvement,  and  their 
sympathies  are  all  with  us  in  the  great  conflict  now  agitating  the  land.  But  what 
is  still  more  important  to  us  as  a  christian  people  is,  tljat  the  smiles  of  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church  have  attended  this  work  in  a  most  especial  manner  from  its 
first  inception  up  to  the  present  moment.  The  best  interests  of  this  people,  there- 
fore, the  honor  and  glory  of  the  Bedeemer,  as  well  as  our  own  duty  and  obligation 
bind  us  to  this  work,  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the  cheerfulness  and  liberality  with 
which  it  has  been  sustained,  the  last  six  months,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  whole 
Southern  Church  demands  that  it  should  be  carried  forward. 


REPORT    OF   THE   SOUTH-WESTERN   COMMITTEE   OF 
THE  BOARD  OF  DOMESTIC  MISSION'S  AT 

NEW  ORLEANS, 

TO   THE   GENERAL   ASSEMBLY   OF   TIIE   PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH   IN    TnE     CONFEDERATE 
STATES,    CONVENED    AT   AVGUSTA,    GA.,    DEC.   4,    1861. 

The  South-Western  Advisory  Committee,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  created  by 
an  order  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1859.  It  did  not,  however,  go  into  active 
operation  until  November  of  that  year,  after  considerable  correspondence  with 
the  Parent  Board  at  Philadelphia,  in  which  the  relations  of  the  two  bodies  were 
adjusted.  As  this  arrangement  is  now  a  thing  altogether  of  the  past,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  spread  out  the  details  here.  The  first  Annual  Eeport,  closing  March  1, 
I860,  and  embracing  of  course  only  the  proceedings  of  four  months,  was  presented 
through  the  Parent  Board  to  the  Assembly  of  1860.  The  second  Annual  Report, 
covering  an  entire  year,  was  through  the  same  channel  laid  before  the  Assembly 
of  1861.  This  report,  in  printed  form  and  giving  a  succint  history  of  the  Commit- 
tee from  the  beginning,  is  herewith  submitted  to  this  Assembly — if  not  for  review 
at  least  for  the  information  it  may  impart.  Upon  its  examination,  the  receipts 
from  March  1,  1860,  to  March  1,  1J61,  will  be  found  to  be  $15,580  69 ;  which, 
with  a  balance  of  $9,536  16,  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  commencenient  of 
the  fiscal  year,  made  the  cash  resources  of  the  year  $25,116  85.  The  disburse- 
ments during  that  period  amounted  to  $17,387  50,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasu- 
ry, on  the  first  of  March,  1861,  of  $7,729  55.  These  receipts  and  disbursements 
do  not,  however,  include  boxes  of  clothing,  &c.,  valued  at  $2,114  84,  which  were 
distributed  to  the  most  needy  of  our  Missionaries,  in  addition  to  their  salaries. 

Since  the  first  of  March,  1861,  the  receipts  to  November  1, 1861,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer  herewith  submitted,  have  amounted  to 
$4,490  37 ;  making,  with  the  balance  above  mentioned,  the  working  income  of 
theX/ommittee  during  this  period  of  eight  months,  $12,219  92.  The  disburse- 
ments during  this  time  have  been  $9,384  45,  leaving  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of 
November,  1861,  $2,885  47.  The  whole  of  this  balance  is,  however,  pledged  to  the 
Missionaries  now  in  commission ;  in  accordance  with  a  rule  to  which  the  Commit- 
tee has  faithfally  adhered,  of  granting  no  commission  unless  the  money  be  on  de- 
posit to  pay  the  stipulated  salary  to  the  date  of  its  expiration — a  rule  which  may 
sometimes  check  the  rapid  expansion  of  its  operations,  but  which  effectually  pre- 
vents the  incurring  of  a  debt,  and  which  has  doubtless  saved  the  Committee  from 
insolvency  during  the  extraordinary  pecuniary  pressure  of  the  present  crisis. 
-  From  the  printed  report  of  March  last,  it  will  be  seen  that  thirty-eight  Mission- 
aries remained  in  commission  at  that  date.  Since  then,  nine  have  been  re-com- 
missioned, and  nine  from  different  causes  have  withdrawn.  Eleven  new  commis- 
sions have  been  issued ;  so  that  the  number  dependent  upon  the  Committee  for  sup- 
port is  substantially  the  same  as  eight  months  ago.  Indeed,  with  the  cl»ud  thick- 
ening and  darkening  all  over  our  land,  common  prudence  would  dictate  that  we 
should  not  enlarge  our  operations,  but  rather  that  we  should  reef  our  sails  while 
driving  before  the  wind.  It  is  a  comfort  to  us  that  few,  if  any,  applications  for- 
mally made  for  commissions  have  been  refused.  But  our  largest  hope  has  not  pre- 
vailed beyond  the  expectation  of  simply  sustaining  our  operations  upon  the  exist- 
ing scale,  until  these  calamities  be  over-past.  "We  rejoice  that  through  the  good 
hand  of  our  God  we  are  at  least  able  to  present  to  this  General  Assembly  a  solvent 
treasury,  and  a  scheme  of  Missionary  effort  which  has  not  been  reduced  in  its  pro- 
portions, so  far,  by  our  national  troubles. 

After  the  extraordinary  action  taken  in  May  last,  by  the  old  Assembly,  and  war 
had  drawn  its  bars  and  closed  the  gates  of  all  communication  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  no  other  course  was  left  the  Committee  but  to  assume  the  indepen- 
dent management  of  this  great  interest  of  the  Church,  without  reference  any  lon- 
ger to  the  Parent  Board  at  Philadelphia,  to  which  hitherto  it  had  been  amenable. 
Nor  can  we  fail  to  notice  the  wonderful  manner  in  which  God  prepared  and  equip- 
ped the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  storm  which  has  so  recently  burst 
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over  our  heads,  in  the  creation  of  this  agency,  without  which  the  work  of  Domes- 
tic Mission*  upon  our  extended  frontier  must  have  heen  brought  abruptly  to  a  close, 
and  many  faithful  laborers,  without  a  warning,  would  have  been  cast  loose  upon 
the  world  without  visible  prospect  of  support  for  themselves  and  their  suffering 
families.  'But  through  the  good  Providence  of  our  blessed  Master  and  Head, 
amidst  the  terrible  convulsions  of  the  times,  the  work  of  Missions  has  moved  on 
without  a  jar,  to  the  present  moment. 

The  District  Secretary,  appointed  by  the  Parent  Board,  was  compelled  early  in 
the  summer,  by  the  circumstances  of  his  family,  to  join  them  in  a  Northern  State, 
and  has  not  since  been  able  to  return.  We  are  advised  by  him  that,  after  the 
course  pursued  by  the  last  Assembly,  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  resign  his  office  to 
the  Board  at  Philadelphia ■■  -so  that  the  Committee  since  May  last  has  heen  without 
a  Secretary,  except  as  the  duties  of  that  office  have  been  temporarily  discharged 
by  one  of  themselves. 

"  It  should  be  stated  to  the  Assembly  that  by  legacy  and  donation,  the  Parent 
Board  claimed  portions  of  land  and  other  property,  both  in  Mississippi  and  Texas. 
The  Committee  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  agents,  in  whose  hands  all  this 
property  still  lies,  instituting  a  claim  to  the  same  since  the  division  of  the  Church; 
according,  as  we  suppose,  to  the  intentions  of  the  donors.  It  seemed  to  us  that, 
pending  the  settlement  of  property  questions  between  the  two  portions  of  the 
Church,  this  claim  should  be  asserted  by  us;  and  that  the  property  in  question 
should  not  be  suffered  to  run  the  hazard  of  confiscation  as  belonging  to  an  alien 
enemy. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  two  years  of  its  existence,  the  Committee  cannot 
but  utter  its  conviction  that  what  was  initiated  by  the  Assembly  of  1859,  as  an  ex- 
periment, has  been  demonstrated  a  success.  The  contributions  of  the  Churches 
within  the  territory  assigned  to  us,  and  the  Missionaries  introduced  into  the  field, 
have  been  increased  at  least  three-fold,  and  that  in  the  face  of  difficulties  to  which 
allusion  is  made  in  the  printed  report  of  March  lasi,  and  which  need  not  be  recited 
here.  The  Committee  now  lays  down  its  trust  at  the  feet  of  this  Assembly,  and 
will  surrender  to  whatever  agency  it  may  appoint,  its  books  and  papers  and  all  the 
funds  it  may  hold  in  its  possession;  bespeaking  their  most  earnest  attention  to 
this  great  and  solemn  work  of  the  Church,  and  imploring  jthe  guidance  and  bless- 
ing of  the  Redeemer  upon  all  their  deliberations  and  conclusions  touching  the 
same. 

Submitted  on  behalf  of  the  South-Western  Advisory  Committee  of  Domestic 
Missions. 

B.  M.  Palmer, 

R.  Mcixxis, 

I.  J.  Hexdeesox, 

S.  B.  Newmax,  Executive 

J.  A.  Maybix,  {        Committee. 

W.  C.  Black,  j 

F.  Steingee, 

H.  Thomas,  Jr.  j 


(  51  ) 
ADDRESS  BY  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

TO    ALL     TIIE    OIIUKCIIES     OF   JESUS    CHRIST     THROUGHOUT     THE    EARTH,     UXAXIMOUSLT 
ADOPTED    AT    THEIR    SESSIONS    IX    AUGUSTA,    GA.,    DECEMBER,  '1861. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the' Confed- 
erate States  of  America  to  all  the  Churches  of  Jesus  Christ  through- 
out the  earth,  greeting :  Grace,  mercy  and  peace  he  multiplied  upon 
you  ! 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren  : 

It  is  probably  known  to  you  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Synods  in  the  Confede- 
rate States,  which  were  formerly  in  connection  with  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  have  renounced  the  juris- 
diction of  that  body ;  and  dissolved  the  ties  which  bound  them  ecclesiastically 
with  their  brethren  of  the  North.  This  act  of  separation  left  them  without  any 
formal  union  among  themselves.  But  as  they  were  one  in  faith  and  order,  and 
still  adhered  to  their  old  standards,  measures  were  promptly  adopted  for  giving 
expression  to  their  unity,  by  the  organization  of  a  Supreme  Court,  upon  the 
model  of  the  one  whose  authority  they  had  just  relinquished.  Commissioners, 
duly  appointed,  from  all  the  Presbyteries  of  these  Confederate  States,  met  accor- 
dingly, in  the  city  of  Augusta,  on  the  fourth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  then  and  there  pro- 
ceeded to  constitute  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.  The  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States — that  is  to  say,  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  the 
Larger  and  Shorter  Catechisms,  the  Form  of  Government,  the  Book  of  Discip- 
line, and  the  Directory  for  Worship — were  unanimously  and  solemnly  declared 
to  be  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  in  the  Confederate  States,  with  no  other 
change  than  the  substitution  of  Confederate  for  United  wherever  the  country  is 
mentioned  in  the  standards.  The  Church,  therefore,  in  these  seceded  States,  pre- 
sents now  the  spectacle  of  a  separate,  and  independent  and  complete  organization, 
under  the  style  and  title  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of 
America.  In  thus  taking  its  place  among  sister  Churches  of  this  and  other  coun- 
tries, it  seems  proper  that  it  should  set  forth  the  causes  which  have  impelled  it 
to  separate  from  the  Church  of  the  North,  and  to  indicate  a  general  view  of  the 
course  which  it  feels  it  incumbent  upon  it  to  pursue  in  the  new  circumstances  in 
which  jt  is  placed. 

We  should  be  sorry  to  be  regarded  by  our  brethren  in  any  part  of  the  world  as 
guilty  of  schism.  We  are  not  conscious  of  any  purpose  to  rend  the  body  of 
Christ.  On  the  contrary,  our  aim  has  been  to  promote  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bonds  of  peace.  If  we  know  our  own  hearts,  and  can  form  any  just  esti- 
mate of  the  motives  which  have  governed  us,  we  have  been  prompted  by  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  efficiency,  energy,  harmony  and 
zeal  of  His  visible  kingdom  in  the  earth.  We  have  separated  from  our  brethren 
of  the  North  as  Abraham  separated  from  Lot — because  we  are  persuaded  that 
the  interests  of  true  religion  will  be  more  effectually  subserved  by  two  indepen- 
dent Churches,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the  two  countries  are  placed, 
than  by  one  united  body : 

1.  In  the  first  place,  the  course  of  the  last  Assembly,  at  Philadelphia,  conclu- 
sively shows  that  if  we  should  remain  together,  the  political  questions  which 
divide  us  as  citizens,  will  be  obtruded  on  our  Church  Courts,  and  discussed  by 
Christian  Ministers  and  Elders  with  all  the  acrimony,  bitterness  and  rancour  with 
which  such  questions  are  usually  discussed  by  men  of  the  world.     Our  Assembly 
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would  present  a  mournful  spectacle  of  strife  and  debate.  Commissioners  from 
the  Northern  would  meet  with  Commissioners  from  the  Southern  Confederacy,  to 
wrangle  over  the  questions  which  have  split  them  into  two  Confederacies,  and 
involved  them  in  furious  and  bloody  war.  They  would  denounce  each  other,  on 
the  one  hand,  as  tyrants  and  oppressors,  and  on  the  other,  as  traitors  and  rebelf. 
The  Spirit  of  God  would  take  His  departure  from  these  scenes  of  confusion,  and 
leave  the  Church  lifeless  and  powerless,  an  easy  prey  to  the  sectional  divisions  and 
an  cry  passions  of  its  members.  Two  nations,  under  any  circumstances,  except 
those  of  perfect  homogeneousness,  cannot  be  united  in  one  Church,  without  the 
rif id  exclusion  of  all  civil  and  secular  questions  from  its  halls.  Where  the  coun-, 
tries  differ  in  their  customs  and  institutions,  and  view  each  other  with  an  eye  of 
jealousy  and  rivalry,  if  national  feelings  are  permitted  to  enter  the  Church 
Courts,  there  must  be  an  end  of  harmony  and  peace.  The  prejudices  of  the  man 
and  the  citizen  will  prove  stronger  than  the  charity  of  the  Christian.  When 
they  have  allowed  themselves  to  denounce  each  other  for  their  national  peculiari- 
ties, it  will  be  hard  to  join  in  cordial  fellowship  as  members  of  the  same  spiritual 
family.  Much  more  must  this  be  the  case  where  the  nations  are  not  simply  ri- 
vals, but  enemies — wheii  they  hate  each  other  with  a  cruel  hatred — when  they  are 
engaged  in  a  ferocious  and  bloody  war,  and  when  the  worst  passions  of  human 
nature  are  stirred  to  their  very  depths.  An  Assembly  composed  of  represen- 
tatives from  two  such  countries,  could  have  no  security  for  peace  except  in  a  steady, 
uncompromising  adherence  to  the  Scriptural  principle,  that  it  would  know  no 
man  after  the  flesh  ;  that  it  would  abolish  the  distinctions  of  Barbarian,  Scythian, 
bond  and  free,  and  recoguize  nothing  but  the  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  The 
moment  it  permits  itself  to  know  the  Confederate  or  the  United  States,  the  mo- 
ment its  members  meet  as  citizens  of  these  countries,  our  political  differences  will 
be  transferred  to  the  house  of  God,  and  the  passions  of  the  forum  will  expel  the 
Spirit  of  Holy  Love  and  of  Christian  communion. 

We  cannot  condemn  a  man,  in  one  breath,  as  unfaithful  to  the  most  solemn 
earthly  interests — his  country  and  his  race — and  commend  him  in  the  next  as  a 
loyal  and  faithful  servant  of  his  God.  If  we  distrust  his  patriotism,  our  confi- 
dence is  apt  to  be  very  measured  in  his  piety.  The  old  adage  will  hold  here  as 
in  other  things,  Jalsus  in  uno,falsus  in  omnibus. 

The  only  conceivable  condition,  therefore,  upon  which  the  Church  of  the  North 
and  the  (south  could  remain  together  as  one  body,  with  any  prospect  of  success, 
is  the  rigorous  exclusion  of  the  questions  and  passions  of  the  forum  from  its  halls 
ot  debate.  This  is  what  always  ought  to  be  done.  The  provinces  of  Church 
and  State  are  perfectly  distinct,  and  the  one  has  no  right  to  usurp  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  other.  The  State  is  a  natural  institute,  founded  in  the  constitution  of  man 
as  moral  and  social,  and  designed  to  realize  the  idea  of  justice.  It  is  the  society 
of  rights.  The  Church  is  a  supernatural  institute,  founded  in  the  facts  of  re- 
demption, and  is  designed  to  realize  the  idea  of  grace.  It  is  the  society  of  the 
redeemed.  The  State  aims  at  social  order,  the  Church  at  spiritual  holiness. 
Ihe  btate  looks  to  the  visible  and  outward,  the  Church  is  concerned  for  the 
invisible  and  inward.  The  badge  of  the  State's  authority  is  the  sword  by  which 
it  becomes  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a  praise  to  them  that  do  well.  The  bad^e  of 
the  Church's  authority  is  the  keys,  by  which  it  opens  and  shuts  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  according  as  men  are  believing  or  impenitent.  The  power  of  the  Church 
is  exclusively  spiritual,  that  of  the  State  includes  the  exercise  of  force  The 
Constitution  of  the  Church  is  a  Divine  revelation— the  Constitution  of  the  State 
must  be  determined  by  human  reason  and  the  course  of  Providential  ewnts 
The  Church  has  no  right  to  construct  or  modify  a  government  for  the  St  j 

the  .State  has  no  right  to    name  a  creed  or  polity  for  the  Church      Th 
planets  moving  in  different   orbits,   and  unless  each  is  confined  to  its  own  ^  V 
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the  consequences  may  be  as  disastrous  in  the  moral  world  as  the  collision  of 
different  spheres  in  the  world  of  matter.  It  is  true  that  there  is  a  point  at  which 
their  respective  jurisdictions  seem  to  meet — in  the  idea  of  duty.  But  even  duty 
is  viewed  by  each  in  very  different  lights.  The  Church  enjoins  it  as  obedience  to 
God,  and  the  State  enforces  it  as  the  safeguard  of  order.  But  there  can  be  no 
collision,  unless  one  or  the  other  blunders  as  to  the  things  that  are  materially 
right.  When  the  State  makes  wicked  laws,  contradicting  the  eternal  principles 
of  rectitude,  the  Church  is  at  liberty  to  testify  against  them:  and  humbly  to  pe- 
tition that  they  may  be  repealed.  In  like  manner,  if  the  Church  becomes  sedi- 
tious and  a  disturber  of  the  peace,  the  State  has  a  right  to  abato  the  nuisance.  Tn 
ordinary  cases,  however,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  a  collision.  Among  a  Christian 
people,  there  is  little  difference  of  opinion  ns  to  the  radical  distinctions  of  right 
and  wrong.  The  only  serious  danger  is  where  moral  duty  is  conditioned  upon 
a  political  question.  Under  the  pretext  of  inculcating  duty,  the  Church  may 
usurp  the  power  to  determine  the  question  which  conditions  it  and  that  is  pre- 
cisely what  she  is  debarred  from  doing.  The  condition  must  be  given.  She 
must  accept  it  from  the  State,  and  then  her  own  course  is  clear.  If  Caesar  is 
your  master,  then  pay  tribute  to  him  ;  but  whether  the  if  holds,  whether  Caesar 
is  your  master  or  not,  whether  he  ever  had  any  just  authority,  whether  he  now 
retains  it,  or  has  forfeited  it,  these  are  points  which  the  Church  has  no  commis- 
sion to  adjudicate. 

'Had  these  principles  been  steadily  maintained  by  the  Assembly  at  Philadel- 
phia, it  is  possible  that  the  ecclesiastical  separation  of  the  North  and  the  South 
might  have  been  deferred  for  years  to  come.  Our  Presbyteries,  many  of  them, 
clung  with  tenderness  to  the  recollections  of  the  past.  Sacred  memories  gathered 
around  that  venerable  Church  which  had  breasted  many  a  storm  and  trained 
our  fathers  for  glory.  It  had  always  been  distinguished  for  its  conservative  in- 
fluence, and  many  fondly  hoped  that,  even  in  the  present  emergency,  it  would  raise 
its  placid  and  serene  head  above  the  tumults  of  poDular  passion,  and  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  angry  billows  which  rolled  at  its  feet.  We  expected  it  to  bow  in 
reverence  only  at  the  name  of  Jesus.  Many  dreamed  that  it  would  utterly 
refuse  to  know  either  Confederates  or  Federalists,  and  utterly  refuse  to  give  any 
authoritative  decree  without  a  "  thus  saith  the  Lord."  It  was  ardently  desired 
that  the  sublimfc  spectacle  might  be  presented  of  one  Church  upon  earth  combin- 
ing in  cordial  fellowship  and  in  holy  love, — the  disciples  of  Jesus  in  different  and 
even  in  hostile  lands.  But,  alas!  for  the  weakness  of  man,  these  golden  visions 
were  soon  dispelled.  The  first  thing  which  roused  our  Presbyteries  to  look  the 
question  of  separation  seriously  in  the  face,  was  the  course  of  the  Assembly  in 
venturing  to  determine,  as  a  Court  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  it  did  by  necessary  im- 
plication, the  true  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  to  the 
kind  of  government  it  intended  to  form.  A  political  theory  was,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  propounded,  which  made  secession  a  crime,  the  seceding  States  re- 
bellious, and  the  citizens  who  obeyed  them  traitors.  We  say  nothing  here  as  to 
the  righteousness  or  unrighteousness  of  these  decrees.  What  we  maintain  is, 
that  whether  right  or  wrong,  the  Church  had  no  right  to  make  them — she  tran- 
scended her  sphere,  and  usurped  the  duties  of  the  State.  The  discussion  of 
these  questions,  we  are  sorry  to  add,  was  in  the  spirit  and  temper  of  partizan 
declaimers.  The  Assembly,  driven  from  its  ancient  moorings,  was  tossed  to  and 
fro  by  the  waves  of  popular  passion.  Like  Pilate,  it  obeyed  the  clamor  x>f  the 
multitude,  and  though  acting  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  it  kissed  the  sceptre  and 
bowed  the  knee  to  the  mandates  of  Northern  phrenzy.  The  Church  was  con- 
verted into  the  forum,  and  the  Assembly  was  henceforward  to  become  the  arena 
of  sectional  divisions  -and  national  animosities. 

We  frankly  admit  that  the  mere  unconstitutionality  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
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last  Assembly  is  not,  in  itself  considered,  a  sufficient  ground  of  separation.  _  It  is 
the  consequences  of  these  proceedings  which  make  them  so  offensive.  It  is  the 
door  which  they  open  for  the  introduction  of  the  worst  passions  of  human  na- 
ture into  the  deliberations  of  Church  Courts.  The  spirit  of  these  proceed- 
ings if  allowed  to  prevail,  would  forever  banish  peace  from  the  Church,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  hope  that  the  tide  which  has  begun  to  flow  can  soon  be 
arrested.  The  two  Confederacies  hate  each  other  more  intensely  now  than  they 
did  in  May,  and  if  their  citizens  should  come  together  upon  the  same  floor,  what- 
ever might  be  the  errand  that  brought  them  there,  they  could  not  be  restrained 
from  smiting  each  other  with  the  fist  of  wickedness.  For  the  sake  of  peace, 
therefore,  for  Christian  charity,  for  the  honor  of  the  Church,  and  for  the  glory 
of  God,  we  have  been  constrained,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  remove  all  occasion 
of  offence.  We  have  quietly  separated,  and  we  are  grateful  to  God  that  while 
leaving  for  the  sake  of  peace,  we  leave  it  with  the  humble  consciousness  that  we, 
ourselves,  have  never  given  occasion  to  break  the  peace.  We  have  never  con- 
founded Caesar  and  Christ,  and  we  have  never  mixed  the  issues  of  this  world  with 
the  weighty  matters  that  properly  belong  to  us  as  citizens  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

2.  Though  the  immediate  occasion  of  separation  was  the  course  of  the  General 
Assembly  at  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the  Federal  Government  and  the  war, 
yet  there  is  another  ground  on  which  the  independent  organization  of  the  South- 
ern Church  can  be  amply  and  scripturally  maintained.  The  unity  of  the 
Church  does  not  require  a  formal  bond  of  union  among  all  the  congregations  of 
believers  throughout  the  earth.  It  does  not  demand  a  vast  imperial  monarchy 
like  that  of  Rome,  nor  a  strictly  universal  council,  like  that  to  which  the  com- 
plete development  of  Presbyterianism  would  naturally  give  rise.  The  Church 
Catholic  is  one  in  Christ,  but  it  is  not  necessarily  one  visible,  all-absorbing  or- 
ganization upon  earth.  There  is  no  schism  where  there  is  no  breach  of  charity. 
Churches  may  be  perfectly  at  one  in  every  principle  of  faith  and  order,  and  yet 
geographically  distinct,  and  mutually  independent.  As  the  unity  of  the  human 
race  is  not  disturbed  by  its  division  into  countries  and  nations,  so  the  unity  of  the 
spiritual  seed  of  Christ  is  neither  broken  nor  impaired  by  separation  and  division 
into  various  Church  constitutions.  Accordingly,  in  the  Protestant  countries, 
Church  organizations  have  followed  national  lines.  The  Calvinistic  Churches  of 
Switzerland  are  distinct  from  the  Reformed  Church  of  France.  The  Presbyte- 
rians of  Ireland  belong  to  a  different  Church  from  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland, 
and  the  Presbyterians  of  this  country  constitute  a  Church,  in  like  manner,  dis- 
tinct from  all  other  Churches  on  the  globe.  That  the  division  into  national 
Churches,  that  is,  Churches  bounded  by  national  lines,  is,  in  the  present  condition 
of  human  nature,  a  benefit,  seems  to  us  too  obvious  for  proof.  It  realizes  to  the 
Church  Catholic  all  the  advantages  of  a  division  of  labor.  It  makes  a  Church  or- 
ganization homogeneous  and  compact — it  stimulates  holy  rivalry  and  zeal it  re- 
moves all  grounds  of  suspicion  and  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  State.  What  is 
lost  in  expansion  is  gained  in  energy.  The  Church  Catholic,  as  thus  divided, 
and  yet  spiritually  one,  divided,  but  not  rent,  is  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the  great 
philosophical  principle  which  pervades  all  nature — the  co-existence  of  the  one  with 
the  many. 

If  it  is  desirable  that  each  nation  should  contain  a  separate  and  an  independent 
Church,  the  Presbyteries  of  these  Confederate  States  need  no  apology  for  bowing 
to  the  decree  of  Providence,  which,  in  withdrawing  their  country  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  has,  at  the  same  time,  determined  that  they  should 
withdraw  from  the  Church  of  their  fathers.  It  is  not  that  they  have  ceased  to 
love  it — not  that  they  have  abjured  its  ancient  principles,  or  forgotten  its  glorious 
history.     It  is  to  give  these   same  principles  a  richer,  freer,  fuller  development 
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among  ourselves  than  they  possibly  could  receive  under  foreign  culture.  It  is 
precisely  because  we  love  that  Church  as  it  was,  and  that  Church  as  it  should 
be,  that  we  have  resolved,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  realise  its  grand  idea  in  the 
country,  and  under  the  Government  where  God  has  cast  our  lot.  With  the  su- 
preme control  of  ecclesiastical  affairs  in  our  own  hands,  we  may  be  able,  in  some 
competent  measure,  to  consummate  this  result.  In  subjection  to  a  foreign  power, 
we  could  no  more  accomplish  it  than  the  Church  in  the  United  States  could 
have  been  developed  in  dependence  upon  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland. 
The  difficulty  there  would  have  been,  not  the  distance  of  Edinburgh  from  New 
York,  Philadelphia  or  Charleston,  but  the  difference  in  the  maimers,  habits,  cus- 
toms and  ways  of  thinking,  the  social,  civil  and  political  institutions  of  the  peo- 
ple. These  same  difficulties  exist  in  relation  to  the  Confederate  and  United 
States,  and  render  it  eminently  proper  that  the  Church  in  each  should  be  as 
separate  and  independent  as  the  Governments. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  is  one  difference  which  so  radically  and  fundamen- 
tally distinguishes  the  North  and  the  South,  that  it  is  becoming  every  day  more 
and  more  apparent  that  the  religious,  as  well  as  the  secular  interests  of  both 
will  be  more  effectually  promoted  by  a  complete  and  lasting  separation  The  an- 
tagonism of  Northern  and  Southern  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  slavery  lies  at,  the 
root  of  all  the  difficulties  which  have  resulted  in  the  dismemberment  of  the  fed- 
eral Union,  and  involved  us  in  the  horrors  of  an  unnatural  war.  The  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  United  States  has  been  enabled  by  the  Divine  grace  to  pur- 
sue, for  the  most  part,  an  eminently  conservative,  because  a  thoroughly  scriptural, 
policy  in  relation  to  this  delicate  question.  It  has  planted  itself  upon  the  Word 
of  God,  and  utterly  refused  to  make  slaveholding  a  sin,  or  iion-slaveholdii'g  a 
term  of  communion.  But  though  both  sections  are  agreed  as  to  thi>  general 
principle,  it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the  North  exercises  a  deep  and  settled 
antipathy  to  slavery  itself,  while  the  South  is  equally  zealous  in  its  defence.  Re- 
cent events  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  confirm  the  antipathy  on  the  one 
hand  and  strengthen  the  attachment  on  the  other.  The  Northern  section  of 
the  Church  stands  in  the  awkward  predicament  of  maintaining,  in  one  breath, 
that  slavery  is  an  evil  which  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  of  asserting  in  the  next, 
that  it  is  net  a  sin  to  be  visited  by  exclusion  from  communion  of*  ihe  saints.  The 
consequence  is,  that  it  plays  partly  into  the  hands  of  abolitionists  and  partly  into 
the  hands  of  slaveholders,  and  weakens  its  influence  with  both.  It  occupies  the 
position  of  a  prevaricating  witness  whom  neither  party  will  trust.  It  would 
be  better,  therefore,  for  the  moral  power  of  the  Northern  section  of  the  Church 
to  get  entirely  quit  of  the  subject.  At  the  same  time,  if  is  intuitively  obvious 
that  the  Southern  section  of  the  Church,  while  even  partially  under  the  control 
of  those  who  arc  hostile  to  slavery,  can  never  have  free  and  unimpeded  access  to 
the  slave  population.  Its  ministers  and  elders  will  always  be  liable  to  some  de- 
gree of  suspicion.  In  the  present  circumstances,  Northern  alliance  would  be 
absolutely  fatal.  It  would  utterly  preclude  the  Church  from  a  wide  and  com- 
manding field  of  usefulness.  This  is  too  dear  a  price  to  be  paid  for  a  nomi- 
nal union.  We  cannot  afford  to  give  up  these  millions  of  souls  and  consign  them, 
so  far  as  our  efforts  are  concerned,  to  hopeless  perdition,  for  the  sake  of  pre- 
serving an  outward  unity  which,  after  all,  is  an  empty  shadow  If  we  would 
gird  ourselves  heartily  and  in  earnest,  for  the  work  which  God  has  set  before  us, 
we  must  have  the  control  of  our  ecclesiastical  affairs,  and  declare  ourselves  sepa- 
rate and  independent. 

And  here  we    may  venture  to   lay   before  the  Christian   world  our  views  as  a 
Church,  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.     We  beg  a  candid  hearing. 

In  the  first  place,  we  would  have  it  distinctly  understood  that,  in  our  ecclesias- 
tical capacity,  we  are  neither  the  friends  nor  the  foes  of  slavery,  that  is  to  say,  we 
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have  no  commission  either  to  propagate  or  abolish  it  The  policy  of  its  exis- 
tence or  non-existence  is  a  question  which  exclusively  belongs  totne  btate.  We 
have  no  right,  as  a  Church,  to  enjoin  it  as  a  duty,  or  to  condemn  it  as  a  sin  Our 
business  is  with  the  duties  which  spring  from  the  relation  ;  the  duties  ot  the  mas- 
ters on  the  one  hand,  and  of  their  slaves  on  the  other.  These  duties  we  are  to 
proclaim  and  to  enforce  with  spiritual  sanctions.  The  social,  civil,  political  pro- 
blems connected  with  this  great  subject  transcend  our  sphere,  as  God  has  not  en- 
trusted to  His  Church  the'  organization  of  society,  the  construction  of.  Govern- 
ments nor  the  allotment  of  individuals  to  their  various  stations.  The  Church  has 
as  much  right  to  preach  to  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  and  the  despotism  of  Asia, 
the  doctrines  of  republican  equality,  as  to  preach  to  the  Governments  of  the 
South  the  extirpation  of  slavery.  This  position  is  impregnable,  unless  it  can  be 
shown  that  slavery  is  a  sin.  Upon  every  other  hypothesis,  it  is  so  clearly  a  ques- 
tion for  the  State,  that  the  proposition  would  never  for  a  moment  have  been  doubt- 
ed, had  there  not  been  a  foregone  conclusion  in  relation  to  its  moral  character. 
Is  slavery,  then,  a  sin  ? 

In  answering  this  question,  as  a  Church,  let  it  bo  distinctly  borne  in  mind  that 
the  only  rule  of  judgment  is  the  written  wor*  of  God.  The  Church  knows  noth- 
ing of  the  intuitions  of  reason  or  the  deductions  of  philosophy,  except  those 
reproduced  in  the  Sacred  Canon.  She  has  a  positive  constitution  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  has  no  right  to  utter  a  single  syllable  upon  any  subject,  except  as 
the  Lord  puts  words  in  her  mouth.  She  is  founded,  in  other  words,  upon  express 
revelation.  Her  creed  is  an  authoritative  testimony  of  God,  and  not  a  specula- 
tion, and  what  she  proclaims,  she  must  proclaim  with  the  infallible  certitude  of 
faith,  and  not  with  the  hesitating  assent  of  an  opinion.  The  question,  then,  is 
brought  within  a  narrow  compass :  Do  the  Scriptures  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
demn slavery  as  a  sin  ?  If  they  do  not,  the  dispute  is  ended,  for  the  Church, 
without  forfeiting  her  character,  dares  not  go  beyond  them. 

Now,  we  venture  to  assert  that  if  men  had  drawn  their  conclusions  upon  this 
subject  only  from  the  Bible,  it  would  no  more  have  entered  into  any  human  head 
to  denounce  slavery  as  a  sin,  than  to  denounce  monarchy,  aristocracy  or  poverty. 
The  truth  is,  men  have  listened  to  what  they  falsely  considered  as  primitive 
intuitions',  or  as  necessary  deductions  from  primitive  cognitions,  and  then  have 
gone  to  the  Bible  to  confirm  the  crotchets  of  their  vain  philosophy.  They  have 
gonethere  determined  to  find  a  particular  result,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  they 
leave  with  having  made,  instead  of  having  interpreted,  Scripture.  Slavery  is  no 
new  thing.  It  has  not  only  existed  for  ages  in  the  world,  but  it  has  existed,  under 
every  dispensation  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  the  Church  of  God.  Indeed,  the 
first  organization  of  the  Church  as  a  visible  society,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
unbelieving  world,  was  inaugurated  in  the  family  of  a  slaveholder.  Among  the 
very  first  persons  to  whom  the  seal  of  circumcision  was  affixed,  were  the  slaves  of 
the  father  of  the  faithful,  some  born  in  his  house,  and  others  bought  with  his  money. 
Slavery  again  re-appears  under  the  Law.  God  sanctions  it  in  the  first  table  of 
the  Decalogue,  and  Moses  treats  it  as  an  institution  to  be  regulated,  not  abolish- 
ed ;  legitimated  and  not  condemned.  We  come  down  to  the  age  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, and  we  find  it  again  in  the  Churches  founded  by  the  Apostles  under  the 
plenary  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  These  facts  are  utterly  amazing,  if  slavery- 
is  the  enormous  sin  which  its  enemies  represent  it  to  be.  It  will  not  do  to  say 
that  the  Scriptures  have  treated  it  only  in  a  general,  incidental  way,  without  any 
clear  implication  as  to  its  moral  character.  Moses  surely  made  it  the  subject  of 
express  and  positive  legislation,  and  the  Apostles  are  equally  explicit  in  inculca- 
ting the  duties  which  spring  from  both  sides  of  the  relation.  They  treat  slaves 
as  bound  to  obey  and  inculcate  obedience  as  an  office  of  religion — a  thing  whollv 
self-contradictory,  if  the  authority  exercised  over  them  were  unlawful  and  iniquitous 
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But  what  puts  this  subject  iu  a  still  clearer  light,  is  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  sought  to  extort  from  the  Scriptures  a  contrary  testimony.  The  notion  of 
direct  and  explicit  condemnation  is  given  up.  The  attempt  is  to  show  that  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  Christianity  are  opposed  to  it — that  its  great  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  virtue  are  utterly  against  it.  Much  stress  is  laid  upon  the  Golden 
Rule  and  upon  the  general  denunciations  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  To  all  this 
we  reply,  that  no  principle  is  clearer  than  that  a  case  positively  excepted  cannot 
be  included  under  a  general  rule.  Let  us  concede,  for  a  moment,  that  the  laws 
of  love,  and  the  condemnation  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  seem  logically  to  involve, 
as  a  result,  the  condemnation  of  slavery ;  yet,  if  slavery  is  afterwards  expressly 
mentioned  and  treated  as  a  lawful  relation,  it  obviously  follows,  unless  Scripture  is 
to  be  interpreted  as  inconsistent  with  itself,  that  slavery  is,  by  necessary  implication, 
excepted.  The  Jewish  law  forbade,  as  a  general  rule,  the  marriage  of  a  man 
with  his  brother's  wife.  The  same  law  expressly  enjoined  the  tame  marriage  in 
a  given  case.  The  given  case  was,  therefore,  an  exception,  and  not  to  be  treated 
as  a  violation  of  the  general  rule.  The  law  of  love  has  always  been  the  law  of 
God.  It  was  enunciated  by  Moses  almost  as  clearly  as  it  was  enunciated  by 
Jesus  Christ.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  law,  Moses  and  the  Apostles  alike  sanc- 
tioned the  relation  of  slavery.  The  conclusion  is  inevitable,  either  that  the  law  is 
not  opposed  to  it,  qr  that  slavery  is  an  excepted  case.  To  say  that  the  prohibi- 
tion of  tyranny  and  oppression  include  slavery,  is  to  beg  the  whole  question. 
Tyranny  and  oppression  involve  either  the  unjust  usurpation  or  the  unlawful  ex- 
ercise of  power.  It  is  the  unlawfulness,  either  in  its  principle  or  measure,  which 
constitutes  the  core  of  the  sin.  Slavery  must,  therefore,  be  proved  to  be  unlaw- 
ful, before  it  can  be  referred  to  any  such  category.  The  master  may,  indeed, 
abuse  his  power,  but  he  oppresses  not  simply  as  a  master,  but  as  a  wicked  master. 

But,  apart  from  all  this,  the  law  of  love  is  simply  the  inculcation  of  universal 
equity.  It  implies  nothing  as  to  the  existence  of  various  ranks  and  gradations  in 
society.  The  interpretation  which  makes  it  repudiate  slavery  would  make  it 
equally  repudiate  all  social,  civil  and  political  inequalities.  Its  meaning  is,  not 
that  we  should  conform  ourselves  to  the  arbitrary  expectations  of  others,  but  that 
we  should  render  unto  them  precisely  the  same  measure  which,  if  we  were  in  their 
circumstance,  it  would  be  reasonable  and  just  in  us  to  demand  at  their  hands. 
It  condemns  slavery,  therefore,  only  upon  the  supposition  that  slavery  is  a  sinful 
relation — that  is,  he  who  extracts  the  prohibition  of  slavery  from  the  Golden  Rule, 
begs  the  very  point  in^dispute. 

We  cannot  prosecute  the  argument  in  detail,  but  we  have  said  enough,  we  think, 
to  vindicate  the  position  of  the  Southern  Church.  We  have  assumed  no  new 
attitude.  We  stand  exactly  where  the*  Church  of  God  has  always  stood — from 
Abraham  to  Moses,  from  Moses  to  Christ,  from  Christ  to  the  Reformers,  and 
from  the  Reformers  to  ourselves.  We  stand  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Prophets 
and  Apostles,  Jesus  Christ  Himself  being  the  Chief  corner  stone.  Shall  we  be 
excluded  from  the  fellowship  of  our  brethren  in  other  lands,  because  we  dare  not 
departfrom  the  charter  of  our  faith  ?  Shall  we  be  branded  with  the  stigma  of 
reproach,  because  we  cannot  consent  to  corrupt  the  word  of  God  to  suit  the  intu- 
itions of  an  infidel  philosophy  ?  Shall  our  names  be  cast  out  as  evil,  and  the  finger 
of  scorn  pointed  at  us,  because  we  utterly  refuse  to  break  our  communion  with 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  with  Moses,  David  and  Isaiah,  with  Apostles,  Pro- 
phets and  Martyrs,  with  all  the  noble  army  of  confessors  who  have  gone  to  glory 
from  slave-holding  countries  and  from  a  slave-holding  Church,  without  ever  hav- 
ing'drcamed  that  they  were  living  in  mortal  sin,  by  conniving  at  slavery  in  the 
midst  of  them  ?  If  so,  we  shall  take  consolation  in  the  cheering  consciousness 
that  the  Master  has  accepted  us.  We  may  be  denounced,  despised  and  cast  out 
of  the  Synagogues  of  our  brethren.     But  while  they  are  wrangling  about  the 


58  ADDRESS    OP  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH        [Appendix, 

distinctions  of  men  according  to  the  flesh,  we  shall  go  forward  in  our  Divine 
work,  and  confidently  anticipate  that,  in  the  great  day,  as  the  consequence  of  our 
humble  labors,  we  shall  meet  millions  of  glorified  spirits,  who  have  come  up  from 
the  bondage  of  earth  to  a  nobler  freedom  than  human  philosophy  ever  dreamed 
of.  Others,  if  they  please,  may  spend  their  time  in  declaiming  on  the  tyranny  of 
earthly  masters  ;  it  will  be  our  aim  to  resist  the  real  tyrants  which  oppress  the 
soul — Sin  and  Satan.  These  are  the  foes  against  whom  we  shall  find  it  employ- 
ment enough  to  wage  a  successful  war.  And  to  this  holy  war  it  is  the  purpose  of 
our  Church  to  devote  itself  with  redoubled  energy.  We  feel  that  the  souls  of  our 
slaves  are  a  solemn  trust,  and  we  shall  strive  to  present  them  faultless  and  com- 
plete before  the  presence  of  God. 

Indeed,  as  we  contemplate  their  condition  in  the  Southern  States,  and  contrast 
it  with  that  of  their  fathers  before  them,  and  that  of  their  brethren  in  the  present 
day  in  their  native  land,  we  cannot  but  accept  it  as  a  gracious  Providence  that 
they  have  been  brought  in  such  numbers  to  our  shores,  and  redeemed  from  the 
bondage  of  barbarism  and  sin.  Slavery  to  them  has  certainly  been  overruled  for 
the  greatest  good.  It  has  been  a  link  in  the  wondrous  chain  of  Providence, 
through  which  many  sons  and  daughters  have  been  made  heirs  of  the  heavenly 
inheritance.  The  Providential  result  is,  of  course,  no  justification,  if  the  thing 
is  intrinsically  wrong ;  but  it  is  certainly  a  matter  of  devout  thanksgiving,  and 
no  obscure  intimation  of  the  will  and  purpose  of  God,  and  of  the  consequent  duty 
of  the  Church.  We  cannot  forbear  to  say,  however,  that  the  general  operation 
of  the  system  is  kindly  and  benevolent ;  it  is  a  real  and  effective  discipline,  and 
without  it,  we  are  profoundly  persuaded  that  the  African  race  in  the  midst  of  us 
can  never  be  elevated  in  the  scale  of  being  As  long  as  that  race,  in  its  compa- 
rative degradation,  co-exists,  side  by  side,  with  the  white,  bondage  is  its  normal 
condition. 

As  to  the  endless  declamation  about  human  rights,  we  have  only  to  say  that 
human  rights  are  not  a  fixed,  but  a  fluctuating  quantity.  Their  sum  is  not  the 
same  in  any  two  nations  on  the  globe.  The  rights  of  Englishmen  are  one  thing, 
the  rights  of  Frenchmen  another.  There  is  a  minimum  without  which  a  man 
cannot  be  responsible  ;  there  is  a  maximum  which  expresses  the  highest  degree  of 
civilization  and  of  Christian  culture.  The  education  of  the  species  consists  in 
its  ascent  along  this  line.  As  you  go  up,  the  number  of  rights  increases,  but 
the  number  of  individuals  who  possess  them  diminishes.  As  you  come  down 
the  line,  rights  are  diminished,  but  the  individuals  are  multiplied.  It  is  just  the 
opposite  of  the  predicamental  scale  of  the  logicians.  There  comprehension  dimin- 
ishes as  you  ascend  and  extension  increases,  and  comprehension  increases  as  you 
descend  and  extension  diminishes.  Now,  when  it  is  said  that  slavery  is  incon- 
sistent with  human  rights,  we  crave  to  stand  under  what  point  in  this  line  is  the 
slave  conceived  to  occupy.  There  are,  no  doubt,  many  rights  which  belong  to 
other  men — to  Englishmen  to  Frenchmen,  to  his  master,  for  example — which 
are  denied  to  him.  But  is  he  fit  to  possess  them  ?  Has  God  qualified  him  to 
meet  the  responsibilities  which  their  possession  necessarily  implies?  His  place 
in  the  scale  is  determined  by  his  competency  to  fulfil  its  duties.  There  are  other 
rights  which  he  certainly  possesses,  without  which  he  could  neither  be  human  nor 
accountable.  Before  slavery  can  be  charged  with  doing,  him  injustice,  it  must 
be  shown  that  the  minimum  which  falls  to  his  lot  at  the  bottom  of  the  line  is  out 
of  proportion  to  his  capacity  and  culture  — a  thing  which  can  never  be  done  by 
abstract  speculation.  The  truth  is,  the  education  of  the  human  race  for  liberty 
and  virtue,  is  a  vast  Providential  scheme,  and  God  assigns  to  every  man,  by  a 
wise  and  holy  decree,  the  precise  place  he  is  to  occupy  in  the  great  moral 
school  of  humanity,  The  scholars  are  distributed  into  classes,  according  to  their 
competency  and  progress.     For  God  is  in  history. 
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To  avoid  the  suspicion  of  a  conscious  weakness  of  our  cause,  when  contem- 
plated from  the  side  of  pure  speculation,  we  may  advert  for  a  moment  to  those 
pretended  intuitions  which  stamp  the  reprobation  of  humanity  upon  this  ancient 
and  hoary  institution.  We  admit  that  there  are  primitive  principles  in  morals 
which  lie  at  the  roob  of  human  consciousness.  But  the  question  is,  how  are  we 
to  distinguish  them  ?  The  subjective  feeling  of  certainty  is  no  adequate  criterion, 
as  that  is  equally  felt  in  reference  to  crotchets  and  hered  trivy  prejudices.  The 
very  point  is  to  know  when  this  certainty  indicates  a  primitive  c  ignition,  and  when 
it  does  not.  There  must,  therefore,  be- some  eternal  te^t,  and  whatever  cannot 
abide  that  test  has  no  authority  as  a  primary  truth.  That  test  is  an  inward  ne- 
cessity of  thought,  which,  in  all  minds  at  the  proper  stage  of  maturity,  is  absolutely 
universal.  Whatever  is  universal  is  natural.  We  are  willing  tl^t  shivej  v  ,-hould 
be  tried  by  this  standard.  We  are  willing  to  abide  by  the  testimony  of  the  n\c, 
and  if  man,  as  man,  has  every  where  condemned  it — if  all  human  laws  have  pro- 
hibited it  as  crime — if  it  stands  in  the  same  category  with  malice,  murder  aud  theft, 
then  weare  willing,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  to  renounce  it,  and  to  renounce  it 
forever.  But  what  if  the  overwhelming  majority  of  mankind  have  approved  it  1 
what  if  philosophers  and  statesmen  have  justified  it,  and  the  laws  of  all  nations 
acknowledged  it ;  what  then  becomes  of  these  luminous  intuitions  ?  They  are  an 
ignis  fatuns,  mistaken  for  a  star. 

We  have  now,  brethren,  in  a  brief  compass,  for  the  nature  of  this  address 
admits  only  of  an  outline,  opened  to  you  our  whole  hearts  upon  this  delicate  and 
vexed  subject.  We  have  concealed  nothing.  We  have  sought  to  conciliate  no 
sympathy  by  appeals  to  your  charity.  '  We  have  tried  our  cause  by  the  Word  of 
God  ;  and  though  protesting  against  its  authority  to  judge  in  a  question  concern- 
ing the  duty  of  the  Church,  we  have  not  refused  to  appear  at  the  tribunal  of  rea- 
son. Are  we  not  right,  in  view  of  all  the  preceding  considerations,  in  remitting 
the  social,  civil  and  political  problems  connected  with  slavery  to  the  State?  Is  it 
not  a  subject,  save  in  the  moral  duties  which  spring  from  it,  which  lies  beyond 
the  province  of  the  Church  ?  Have  we  any  right  to  make  it  an  element  in  judg- 
ing of  Christian  character  ?  Are  we  not  treading  in  the  foot-steps  of  the  flock  ? 
Are  we  are  not  acting  as  Christ  and  His  Apostles  have  acted  before  us  ?  Is 
it  not  enough  for  us  to  pray  and  labor,  in  our  lot,  that  all  men  may  be  saved, 
without  meddling  as  a  Church  with  the  technical  distinction  of  their  civil  life. 
We  leave  the  matter  with  you.  We  offer  you  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  It 
is  for  you  to  accept  it  or  reject  it.  We  have  done  our  duty.  We  can  do  no 
more.  Truth  is  more  precious  than  union,  and  if  you  cast  us  out  as  sinners, 
the  breach  of  charity  is  not  with  us,  as  long  as  we  walk  accord  ing  to  the  light  cf 
the  written  word. 

The  ends  which  we  propose  to  accomplish  as  a  Church  are  the  same  as  those 
which  are  proposed  by  every  other  Church.  To  proclaim  God's  truth  as  a  wit- 
ness to  the  nations ;  to  gather  his  elect  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  and 
through  the  Word,  Ministries  and  Ordinances  to  train  them  for  eternal  life,  is  the 
great  business  of  His  people.  The  only  thing  that  will  be  at  all  peculiar  to  us, 
is  the  manner  in  which  we  shall  attempt  to  discharge  our  duty.  In  almost  every 
department  of  labor,  except  the  pastoral  care  of  congregations,  it  has  been  usual 
for  the  Church  to  resort  to  societies  more  or  less  closely  connected  with  itself, 
and  yet,  logically  and  really  distinct.  It  is  our  purpose  to  rely  upon  the  regular 
organs  of  our  government,  and  executive  agencies  directly  and  immediately  res- 
ponsible to  them.  We  wish  to  make  the  Church,  not  merely  a  superintendent, 
but  an  agent.  We  wish  to  develope  the  idea  that  the  congregation  of  believers, 
as  visibly  organized,  is  the  very  society  or  corporation  which  is  divinely  called 
to  do  the  work  of  the  Lord.     We  shall,  therefore,  endeavor  to  do  what  has  never 
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yet  been  adequately  done — bring  out  the  energies  of  our  Presbyterian  system  of 
government.  From  the  Session  to  the  Assembly  we  shall  strive  to  enlist  all  our 
courts,  as  courts,  in  every  department  of  Christian  effort.  We  are  not  ashamed 
to  confess  that  we  are  intensely  Presbyterian.  We  embrace  all  other  denomina- 
tions in  the  arms  of  Christian  fellowship  and  love,  but  our  own  scheme  of  govern- 
ment we  humbly  believe  to  be  according  to  the  pattern  shown  in  the  Mount,  and, 
by  God's  grace,  we  propose  to  put  its  efficiency  to  the  test. 

Brethren,  we  have  done.  We  have  told  you  who  we  are,  and  what  we  are. 
We  o-reet  you  in  the  ties  of  Christian  brotherhood.  We  desire  to  cultivate  peace 
and  charity  with  all  our  fellow  Christians  throughout  the  world.  We  invite  to 
ecclesiastical  communion  all  who  maintain  our  principles  of  faith  and  order.  And 
now  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  His  grace.  We  devoutly  pray 
that  the  whole  Catholic  Church  may  be  afresh  baptised  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  that  she  may  speedily  be  stirred  up  to  give  the  Lord  no  rest  until  He  estab- 
lish and  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth. 

[Signed,]  B.  M.  Palmer,  Moderator. 

Jno.  N.  Waddel,  Stated  Clerk. 
Joseph  R.  Wilson,  Permanent  Clerk. 
D.  McNeill  Turner,  Temporary  Clerk. 

Ministers. — John  S.  Wilson,  Win.  Henry  Foote,  John  H.  Bocock,  Samuel 
R:  Houston,  Francis  McFarland,  W  T.Richardson,  Peyton  Harrison,  Theodoric 
Pryor,  Samuel  D.  Stuart,  James  B.  Ramsey,  Drury  Lacy,  P.  H.  Dalton,  Robert 
Hett  Chapman,  J.  W  Elliott,  R.  B.  McMullen,  Shepard  Wells,  J.  H.  Lorance, 
John  B.  Adger,  John  S.  Harris,  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  B.  Frierson,  J.  H.  Thorn- 
well,  A.  W  Leland,  J.  E.  Dubose,  N.  A.  Pratt,  G.  W-  Boggs,  Robert  B. 
White,  A.  B.  McCorkle,  John  A.  Smylie,  James  A.  Lyon,  J  Franklin  Ford, 
W  C.  Emerscn,  John  Hunter,  Richmond  Mclnnis,  W.  D.  Moore.  J.  H.  Gillespie, 
W,  N.  Frierson.  A.  H.  Caldwell,  Thos.  R.  Welch,  John  I.  Boozer,  Cyrus 
Kingsbury,  R.  M.  Loughridge,  Rufus  W  Bailey,  Hillery  Moseley,  R.  F.  Bunting, 
Levi  Tenney. 

Ruling  Elders. — James  D,  Armstrong,  B.  F.  Renick,  J.  W  Gilkeson, 
J.  L.  Campbell,  T.  E.  Perkinson,  Wm.  F.  C.  Gregory,  Samuel  McCorkle, 
Jesse  H.  Lindsay,  Charles  Phillips,  James  H.  Dickson,  J.  G.  Shepherd,  James 
G.  Ramsey,  William  Murdock,  Samuel  B.  Mc Adams,  A.  W  Putnam,  Lewis 
B.  Thornton,  Thos.  C.  Perrin,  Job  Johnstone,  R.  S.  Hope,  J.  S.  Thompson, 
W  Veronneau  Finley,  John  Bonner,  William  A.  Forward,  D.  C.  Houston,  Wm. 
P.  Webb,  James  Montgomery,  W  H.  Simpson,  Wm.  C.  Black,  David  Hadden, 
H.  H.  Kimmons,  J.  T.  Swayne,   T.  L.  Dunlap,  Edward  W  Wright. 
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SERMON, 

PREACHED  IX  TIIK  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CnURCII,  AUGUSTA,  G.V.,  DECEMBER  4:TII,  1801, 
AT  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  FIRST  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  TUE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA  ;  BY  TnE  FvEY.  BENJAaTIX  ~SI .  PALM- 
ER, D.  D. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — This  Assembly  is  convened  under  circumstances 
of  unusual  solemnity,  and  any  one  of  us  might  well  shrink  from  the  responsibili- 
ty of  uttering  the  first  words  which  are  to  be  spoken  here.  I  see  before  me  ven- 
erable men  whom  whem  the  church  of  God  has  honored  with  the  highest  mark  of 
her  confidence — men  venerable  for  their  wisdom,  no  less  than  for  their  age — who 
should,  perhaps,  as  your  organ,  speak  to-day  in  the  hearing  of  the  nation  and  of 
the  Church.  But  a  Providence  which  I  have  had  no  hand  in  shaping  seems  to 
have  devolved  upon  me  this  duty,  as  delicate  as  it  is  solemn.  It  only  remains  for 
me  to  bespeak  your  sympathy,  and  to  implore  the  divine  blessing  upon  what  I 
may  be  able  to  say  from  the  concluding  words  of  the  1st  chapter  of  Ephesians  : 

"  And  gave  Him  to  be  Head  over  all  things  to  the  Church ;  which  is  His  body, 
the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  is  all."     Ephesians,  chap.  1,  vs.  22,  23. 

You  have  often  admired  in  the  Epistles  of  Paul  the  vigor  of  his  inspired  and 
sanctified  logic ;  driving,  like  a  wedge,  through  the  complications  of  the  most 
perplexed  reasoning  to  its  very  heart.  Not  less  wonderful  is  that  intellectual 
comprehensiveness,  which,  stretching  across  the  breadth  of  a  zone,  gathers  up  all 
the  indirections  of  his  theme,  and  lays  them  over  upon  it  in  rapid  and  cumulative 
utterances — till  language  begins  to  break  beneath  the  weight  of  his  thought ;  and 
the  arguments,  set  on  fire  with  the  ardor  of  his  emotion,  reaches  the  goal  a  perfect 
pyramid  of  flame.  The  passage  just  recited  is  a  sufficient  example  of  this  rare 
combination  of  the  discursive  with  the  severely  logical  in  the  writings  of  this  great 
Apostle  ;  for  the  grand  thoughts  it  presents  are  nevertheless  gathered  up  by  the 
way,  and  wrought  in'to  the  texture  of  his  discourse  by  incidental  allusion.  Hav- 
ing first  traced  the  calling  and  salvation  of  these  Ephesian  Christians  to  its  source 
in  the  free  and  gracious  love  of  God,  through  which  they  were  chosen  in  Christ ; 
and  having  unfolded  the  method  of  grace,  by  redemption  through  his  blood,  he 
pauses  that  he  may  lift  them  to  some  adequate  conception  of  the  privileges  into 
which  they  have  been  introduced.  This,  however,  he  attempts  not  through  cold 
and  didactic  exposition,  but  in  the  language  of  prayer,  burning  throughout  with 
a  holy  and  earnest  passion  :  "  that  the  eyes  of  their  understanding  may  be  en- 
lightened, to  know  what  is  the  hope  of  their  calling,  what  the  riches  of  the  glory 
of  their  inheritance,''  and  what  the  almightiness  of  the  power  by  which  they  have 
been  transformed  from  sinners  into  saints.  Then  as  if  to  give  some  external 
measure  of  that  power,  he  points  them  to  the  resurrection  and  exaltation  of  Christ, 
in  which  their  own  spiritual  renovation  is  implicitly  contained.  Kindling  with 
the  grandeur  of  his  theme  growing  thus  by  the  accumulation  of  way-side  sugges- 
tions, he  heaps  together  in  rapid  description  these  phrases  burdened  with  the  glory 
of  that  Headship  which  belongs  to  this  risen  Saviour,  and  the  honors  of  that 
Church  standing  to  Him  in  such  august  relations ;  till  even  Paul,  with  his  in- 
spired logic  all  on  fire,  can  say  nothing  more  than  that  she  is  "  His  body,  the  full- 
ness of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all."  The  power  of  human  speech  is  exhausted  in 
this  double  utterance  ;  and  silence  lends  its  emphasis  to  the  unspoken  thoughts 
which  no  dialect  beneath  that  of  the  Seraphim  may  express.  Who  of  us,  my 
brethren,  has  not  been  stunned  by  this  holy  vehemence  of  Paul,  as  he  piles  to- 
gether his  massive  words ;  each  bursting  with  a  separate  wealth,  and  revealing 
the  agony  of  language  in  uttering  the  deep  things  of  God  ?  What  resource  have 
we,  but  to  halt  at  the  articulations  of  his  text — until,  stored  with  their  digressive 
sweets,  we  return  to  follow  the  wheels  of  his  chariot  as  it  bounds  along  the  great 
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highway  of  lus  discourse  1  Such  an  excursus  I  now_  propose  to  you  :  for  no 
theme  occurs  to  me  more  suited  to  the  solemnity  of  this  occasion,  than  the  su- 
preme dominion  to  which  Christ  is  exalted  as  the  Head  of  the  Church,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Church  in  that  relation  as  being  at  once  His  body  and  His 
fulness.  .  . 

The  testimony  of  Scripture  is  given  with  great  largeness  to  this  Headship  of 
Christ;  In  this  immediate  connexion,  Paul"  affirms  that  He  is  "  set  _  at  the 
Father's  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality  and 
power,  and  might  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this 
world,'  but  also"  in  that  which  is  to  come  ;  and  hath  put  all  things  under  His  feet, 
and  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head  overall  things."  Eph.  1  :  20-23. _  Again,  in 
Philippians  :  "  wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  Him,  and  given  Him  a 
name  which  is  above  every  name  ;  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 
bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  and  that 
every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father."'  Phil.  2:  9-11.  What  enumeration  can  be  more  exhaustive,  and 
what  description  more  minute,  of  the  universality  and  glory  of  this  dominion? 
In  like  manner,  we  read  in  the  prophetic  record  the  testimony  of  Daniel :  "  I 
saw  in  the  night-visions,  and  behold,  one  like  the  Son  of  Man  came  with  the 
clouds  of  Heaven,  ,and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  Him  near 
before  Him ;  and  there  was  given  Him  dominion  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that 
all  people  nations  and  languages  should  serve  Him,  His  dominion  is  an  everlast- 
ing dominion,  which  shall  not  pass  away,  and  His  kingdom  that  which  shall  not 
be  destroyed."  Dan.  7  :  13,  14.  The  Evangelical  Isaiah,  too,  lifts  up  the  voice 
of  the  ancient  Church  :  "unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given,  and  the 
government  shall  be  upon  His  shoulders ;  and  His  name  shall  be  called  Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor,  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
Of  the  increase  of  His  government  and  peace,  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the 
throne  of  David  and  upon  His  kingdom  to  order  it,  and  to  establish  it  with  judg- 
ment and  with  justice,  from  henceforth  even  forever."  Isa.  9  :  6,  7.  Our  Lord 
Himself  asserts  His  claim  of  universal  empire  and  founds  upon  it  the  great  com- 
mission of  the  Church :  "  Ail  power  is  given  unto  me  in  Heaven  and  upon  earth 
— go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations."  Mat.  28  :  18,  19.  Finally,  the  lone- 
ly Seer  on  Patmos  turns  his  telescopic  gaze  into  the  Heavens,  and  reveals  the 
Grand  Assembly  in  their  solemn  worship  around  the  throne,  "  and  the  number  of 
them  was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands,  and  every 
creature  which  is  in  heaven  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  such  as 
are  in  the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I  saying,  blessing  and  honor  and 
glory  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb 
forever  and  ever."  Kev.  5  :  11, 13.  Such  is  the  testimony  of  prophecy,  both  as 
it  begins,  and  as  it  closes  the  sacred  canon. 

Observe,  however,  of  whom  all  this  is  affirmed.  It  is  not  alone  of  the  Eternal 
Word  which  dwelt  in  Christ ;  nor  yet  alone  of  the  man  Jesus,  in  whom  that 
W.->nJ  >.v;;s  made  flesh — but  of  the  Christ,  in  whom  these  two  natures  meet  and 
.  are  ir,d:.^oliibly  united.  So  that  we  are  compelled  to  look  upon  both  the  terms 
of  \'i\i  c  nnik'X  person  before  we  can  apprehend  the  nature  and  the  greatness  of 
this  supremacy.  \V  u  shall  discover  reasons  in  both  for  the  sublime  agency  assign- 
ed to  ii.  us  as  '  the  whole  creation's  Head."  Looking,  then,  upon  the  divine  side 
it  is  obvious, 

1.  That  all  'hr  perfections  of  God  are  indispensable  to  the  fulfilment  of 
this  amazing  trust,  incurring  to  the  passages  already  quoted,  this  Headship 
clearly  includes  universal  conservation  and  rule.  The  whole  administration  of 
Providence  and  Law,  over  matter  and  over  mind,  is  delegated  to  this  Head ;  who 
cannot  therefore,  be  a  mere  creature,  lacking  the  first  attributes  necessary  to  the 
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execution  of  his  task.  Suppose  the  universe  of  matter  to  be  created ;  jet  is  it 
throughout,  from  the  atom  to  the  mass,  senseless  and  inert.  The  mechanical 
forces  pent  up  within  its  gigantic  frame,  slumber  in  a  repose  deep  as  that  of  death, 
until  evoked  and  put  in  play  by  the  operative  will  of  the  Great  Designer  :  and 
the  constant  pressure  of  the  same  external  will  is  the  secret  power  by  which  the 
wheels  and  pistons  of  the  blind  machine  are  driven. 

Proudly  as  science  may  descant  upon  the  laws  of  nature  which  it  is  her  pro- 
vince to  explore,  they  are  at  last  but  the  formulas  into  which  our  knowledge, 
drawn  from  extended  observation,  is  generalized.  It  were  sad  if  reason  should  be 
deceived  by  the  pompous  phraseology,  which  often  serves  but  as  the  cover  for  that 
ignorance  it  is  too  proud  to  confess.  These  physical  laws  are  but  records  of  facts 
inductively  classified,  not  producing  causes  to  which  these  facts  owe  existence. 
They  are  only  statements  of  the  modes  through  which  Nature  is  seen  to  work, 
and  not  the  secret  power  to  which  that  working  is  due.  Providence  stands  over 
against  creation  thus  as  its  correlate  ;  precisely  the  same  energy  being  required 
in  the  continuing,  which  was  first  put  forth  in  the  producing.  The  agent,  then, 
to  whom  this  administration  of  Providence  is  assigned,  must  possess  the  attributes 
of  God.  His  influential  presence  must  pervade  all  nature,  upholding  its  separate 
parts,  balancing  its  discordant  forces,  adjusting  in  exact  proportions  its  constituent 
elements,  reconstructing  it  amidst  constant  change — its  omnipotent  and  supporting 
Head. 

The  same  is  true  in  the  domain  of  mind.  Myriads  of  beings,  for  example, 
have  pressed  this  globe,  each  of  whom  has  a  history  of  his  own,  and  each  history 
a  separate  thread  in  the  great  web  of  Providence.  The  slenderest  of  them  may 
not  be  drawn,  without  a  rent  in  the  general  tissue.  The  tiniest  babe,  that  wakes 
but  for  a  moment  to  an  infant's  joy,  and  then  closes  its  eyes  in  sleep  forever,  was 
born  for  a  purpose,  though  born  but  to  die.  But  see  these  countless  units  as  they 
are  massed  together  m" society,  compacted  into  States,  and  living  under  govern- 
ment and  law.  What  complications  are  here,  to  be  mastered  by  Him  who  is 
placed  as  Head  over  all !  Alas !  the  best  statesmanship  of  earth  breaks  down  in 
the  management  even  of  its  subdivided  trusts.  Contingencies  it  had  not  the  wis- 
dom to  foresee,  and  too  stubborn  for  control,  bring  its  counsels  to  naught ;  and 
the  web  so  patiently  woven  by  day,  is  unravelled  in  the  night.  What  creature, 
then,  may  aspire  to  the  premiership  of  the  universe  ?  As  the  thought  ranges  up- 
ward from  the  earth  through  the  grand  hierarchy  of  the  skies,  who  among  the  crea- 
tures can  take  the  scale  of  such  an  empire,  grasp  the  law  which  angels  and 
seraphim  obey,  weave  the  destinies  of  all  into  one  historic  conclusion,  and  draw  it 
it  up  finished  and  entire  before  the  Judgment  Throne  ?  Just  here,  then,  in  the 
attributes  of  His  Godhead,  we  discern  the  competency  of  Christ  to  be  the  Head 
over  all  things  ;  equal  to  the  statesmanship  of  the  universe,  in  the  perfect  admin- 
istration of  a  perfect  law. 

Thus  far  we  have  pressed  up  to  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  but  not  to  His  personal 
distinction  in  the  Godhead  as  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father.  I  remark  then,  2, 
That  this  agency  is  suitably  assigned  to  Him  as  the  middle  person  of  the 
adorable  Trinity,  by  whose  immediate  efficiency  all  things  ivere  created. 
We  may  not  too  curiously  pry  into  the  mystery  of  this  plural  subsistence  in  the 
Godhead,  revealed  to  us  as  the  object  of  faith  rather  than  as  the  subject  of  specu- 
lation. Unquestionably,  God  is  infinitely  blessed  and  glorious  in  the  ineffable  fel- 
lowship of  these  persons  as  well  as  in  the  unity  of  His  being.  But  as  these  per- 
sonal distinctions  have  their  ground  in  that  singleness  of  nature,  they  must  equal- 
ly concur  in  all  the  external  operations  of  the  Deity ;  and  so  the  scriptures  variously 
ascribe  the  works  of  creation,  providence  and  grace  to  each  respectively.  In  this 
there  is  no  contradiction  ;  since  they  are  assigned  comprehensively  to  all  in  their 
unity,  and  distributively  to  each  in  their  separateness.     However  unable  we  may 
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bo  to  trace  the  grounds  of  that  distribution,  they  must  be  found  in  the  reciprocal 
relations  of  those  persons  in  the  mystery  of  the  Godhead.  Certainly  the  scriptures, 
however  they  may  generally  refer  the  work  of  creation  to  God  absolute,  as  clearly 
assert  the  special  intervention  of  the  second  person  as  its  immediate  author.  Paul, 
speaking  of  the  Son  whom  God  "  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things,"  adds,  "  by 
whom  he  also  made  the  worlds." — Heb.  1  :  2.  John  in  the  opening  of  his  Gos- 
pel, declares  with  emphasis  of  the  Word  that  "  all  things  were  made  by  Him,  and 
without  Him  was  not  any  thing  made." — John  1 :  3.  And  in  Colossians,  "  by 
Him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  visible  and 
invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones  or  dominions  or  principalities  or  powers  ;  all 
things  were  created  by  Him  and  for  Him — and  He  is  before  all  things,  and  by 
Him  all  things  consist." — Col.  1  :  16,  17.  If  then  in  the  outworking  of  this 
miokty  plan,  the  control  and  government  of  all  created  things  should  be  delegated 
to  an  agent  who  must  possess  the  attribntes  of  the  Almighty,  which  of  the  sacred 
three  may  occupy  this  trust  more  suitably  than  He  who  in  the  economy  of  the 
Godhead  executively  and  directly  brought  all  things  into  being  ?  Who  shall  more 
]ierfectly  grasp  the  design  of  creation  than  He  who  articulately  wrought  it  out  in 
all  its  parts  ?  Who  shall  better  gather  up  all  things  into  himself  as  the  centre 
and  the  head,  and  administer  that  Providence  which  is  but  the  continuation  of  the 
creative  energy  which  he  first  put  forth  ? 

Unsearchable  as  the  mystery  of  God's  being  doubtless  is,  three  facts  are  cer- 
tainly revealed  to  us  :  the  unity  of  the  Divine  essence,  a  three-fold  distinction  of 
persons  in  the  same,  and  a  certain  order  between  them  by  which  the  second  is 
from  the  first ;  not  posterior  in  time,  but  second  in  the  sequence  of  thought.  It 
would  seem  to  be  a  consequence  of  this  personal  characteristic  of  the  Son,  as  be- 
ing from  the  Father,  that  the  total  revelation  of  God,  whether  by  word  or 
work,  should  be  through  him.  Thus  a  ground  may  exist  in  the  eternal  relation- 
ship of  these  persons  for  referring  the  works  of  creation,  providence  and  grace, 
distributively  to  the  first  in  the  way  of  final  authority,  and  to  the  second  in  the 
way  of  executive  production.  The  Father  who  is  before  all,  shall  hold  in  His  august 
keeping,  the  eternal  thought  which  drafts  the  mighty  plan.  The  Son,  by  virtue 
of  His  personal  distinction  as  from  the  Father,  shall  produce  the  thought,  lifting 
it  up  from  the  abyss  of  the  infinite  mind  and  revealing  it  to  the  creatures.  Thus 
the  Son  is  also  the  Word ;  the  one  title  being  descriptive  of  His  personal  relation 
in  the  Godhead,  and  the  other  of  His  office  as  the  revealer  flowing  from  the  same. 
Hence  Christ  says  :  "  no  man  hath  seen  the  Father,  save  He  which  is  of  God  ; 
He  hath  seen  the  Father." — John  6  :  46.  And  again  the  Evangelist  John  af- 
firms, "no  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son  which  is  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  Him." — Johnl:  18.  In  like  manner, 
as  the  Son  is  from  the  Father,  so  in  turn  the  Holy  Spirit  is  from  them  both  •  and 
he  who  holds  the  middle  place  in  this  sacred  triplet  looks  upon  the  first  for  those 
archetypal  thoughts  which  he  shall  render  into  concrete  facts,  and  then  upon  the 
third  whoso  concurrent  agency  shall  breathe  life  and  order  and  beauty  into  the 
works  of  His  hands.  As  therefore  in  Christ's  divinity  we  discover  the  resources 
so  again  in  His  personal  distinction  as  the  Son  we  "trace  the  ultimate  reason  of 
this  universal  Headship. 

But  let  us  turn  from  thoughts  too  high  for  us,  to  contemplate  the  human  aspect 
of  His  person.  For  if  the  power  to  wield  this  empire  vests  in  Him  as  God  no 
less  does  the  form  of  that  jurisdiction  depend  upon  a  true  participation  in  the'na- 
ture  of  those  to  whom  He  is  the  head.     I  may  open  this  topic  in  three  particulars  : 

1.  By  His  incarnation  He  has  virtually  embraced  all  the  grades  of  be- 
ing lying  between  the  extremes  of  the  scale.  The  peculiar  distinction  of  man 
is  through  his  mixed  composition  to  be  the  middle  link  of  the  whole  creation.  As 
to  his  body,  he   is  of  the  earth,  earthy;  as  to   his  soul,   celestial  and  God-like. 
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How  wonderful  his  bodily  organization,  of  so  many  parts,  and  so  wisely  adjusted  ! 
the  most  singular  feature  of  all  being  that  the  presence  of  an  indwelling,  actuat- 
ing soul  is  the  indispensable  condition  of  its  physical  life.  The  two  are  distinct, 
yet  their  co-operation  necessary.  The  anatomist  can  trace  the  impressions  upon 
the  skin  with  its  fine  tissues,  and  the  transmission  of  these  along  the  nerves  to  the 
brain,  the  seat  of  all  sensation.  But  science  will  never  perfect  her  methods  so  as 
to  step  from  that  brain  to  the  mind  which  uses  it  as  an  organ,  and  thus  explain  to 
us  the  birth  of  a  single  thought.  By  means  of  the  body,  the  soul  comes  forth 
and  takes  possession  of  a  world  which  is  foreign  to  itself;  and  man  connects  them 
both  by  their  mjsterious  union  in  himself.  So  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  he 
is  the  only  being  who  unites  these  contradictious  ;  thus  fitted  by  his  very  organ- 
ization, he  was  placed  by  his  Maker  in  Paradise  the  head  of  the  lower  creation. 
In  token  of  this  supremacy,  the  beasts  receive  from  him  their  baptismal  names, 
and  express  their  allegiance  to  God's  vice-regent  upon  the  earth.  As  the  high 
Priest  of  nature,  he  must  give  articulate  voice  to  her  silent  praise,  and  gather  up 
in  his  censer  the  incense  of  a  universal  worship.  Such  was  the  glory  of  man's 
primeval  state.  Himself  a  Microcosm,  summing  together  in  the  perfection  of  his 
animal  frame  all  the  properties  of  the  material  creation,  and' by  the  union  of  spir- 
it bridging  the  awful  gulf  of  separation  between  the  two.  Christ  now  according 
to  Scriptures  sinks  through  the  entire  scale  of  intelligent  beings  till  He  comes  to 
man  :  "  for  verily,  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  Angels,  but  he  took  on  him 
the  seed  of  Abraham." — Heb.  2:  16.  The  two  poles  of  being  are  thus  brought 
together  in  Him  ;  of  being,  as  it  is  in  God,  self  existent  and  eternal,  and  of  being, 
as  it  is  in  man,  dependent  and  derived.  In  the  sweep  ef  his  descent  he  gathers 
up  all  the  intervening  grades,  and  finds  in  man  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale  a  nature 
which  links  all  the  forms  of  creaturely  existence  within  itself.  Thus  in  the  in- 
carnation he  lays  a  broad  foundation  for  his  Headship,  establishing  through  it  a  re- 
lation to  the  creatures  by  which  they  may  be  recapitulated  in  Him  as  their  centre 
and  their  rest. 

2.  The  human  title  of  Christ  to  this  Headship  is  grounded  upon  that  per- 
fect obedience  by  which  He  magnified  the  law.  If  we  are  overwhelmed  by  the 
condescension  of  the  Son  in  stooping  to  become  man,  not  less  amazing  is  the  coun, 
terpart  to  this  in  the  exaltation  of  man  to  this  universal  Headship.  The  inearna 
tion  lays,  so  to  speak,  a. physical  basis  for  this  delegated  rule,  by  allying  Him  in 
nature  with  the  creature ;  but  there  must  exist  some  moral  ground  for  this  ap- 
parent inversion,  which  transfers  man  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the  scale. 

All  the  terms  which  define  a  created  moral  being,  imply  his  subjection  under 
law.  The  faculties  of  understanding,  conscience  and  will  with  which  he  is  en- 
dowed, must  find  their  scope  in  relations  which  are  determined  and  regulated 
through  a  law.  What  the  air  is  to  the  lungs,  the  law  is  to  will ;  it  creates  the 
moral  atmosphere,  through  which  all  the  powers  of  the  soul  find  their  activity  and 
play.  Even  Christ,  in  the  assumption  of  our  nature,  was  not  exempt  from  this  in- 
exorable condition  ;  for  *'  God  sent  forth  His  son  made  of  a  woman,  made  under 
the  law."  Gal.  iv :  4 — "being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  became  obedient 
unto  death." — Phil,  ii :  8.  How  then  shall  His  humanity  lift  itself  above  the  law, 
executively  to  administer  it,  dispensing  on  either  hand  its  blessing  and  its  curse  '. 
The  explanation  is  immediately  furnished  in  the  passage  last  cited.  "  Wherefore 
God  also  hath  highly  exalted  Him." — Because  of  this  "obedience  unto  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  cross;"  "a  name  is  given  Him  which  is  above  every  name  ;  at 
which  every  knee  shall  bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and  things  in  earth,  and  things 
under  the  earth." — Phil,  ii:  9,10.  In  no  way  conceivable  shall  the  man  Jesus 
be  lifted  to  this  supremacy,  but  by  rendering  a  service  to  the  law,  commensurate 
with  its  dignity,  and  to  which  this  exaltation  shall  be  an  equal  reward.  The  mere 
assumption  of  humanity  by  the  Logos  doubtless  invests  it  with  a  sublime  worth 
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and  imparts  to  the  acts  done  by  it  an  infinite  value.  But  the  natural  basis  thus 
laid  for  Headship  is  quite  another  thing  from  the  moral  reason  for  appointing  it. 
If,  however,  the  work  done  in  that  nature  shall  be  a  work  of  support  to  the  law 
itself,  more  conspicuously  revealing  its  majesty  and  sustaining  it  against  all  possi- 
ble impeachment— if  it  shall  heal  the  dreadful  breach  which  sin  has  made,  and 
discover  the  love  of  God  in  the  very  assertion  of  His  justice— if,  in  the  language 
of  the  Prophet,  it  shall  "  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honorable,"  and  bea  lesson 
of  holiness  which  the  Angels  themselves  shall  study ;  we  may  then  conceive  that, 
to  bring  out  these  grand  results  in  more  open  view,  God  may  place  the  administra- 
tion of  this  law  in  the  hands  of  that  being  who  has  pre-eminently  honored  it ;  and 
install  over  the  whole  creation  one  who  is  fitted  by  His  double  nature  to  be  its 
head.  Yet  the  hypothesis  I  have  suggested,  is  only  a  faint  outline  of  the  work 
actually  achieved  by  our  incarnate  Lord.  Who  can  hope  to  condense  into  a  para- 
graph the  glories  of  that  obedience  by  which  He  has  forever  magnified  the  law  ? 
An  obedience  glorious  in  its  perfect  voluntariness ;  not  only  as  being  willingly 
rendered,  but  as  being  optional  whether  it  shall  be  undertaken.  An  obedience 
glorious  in  being  distinctly  offered  to  the  precept  and  the  penalty — thus  covering 
the  whole  area  of  law  and  exhausting  its  contents ;  a  characteristic  difference  be- 
tween the  obedience  of  Christ  and  of  all  other  beings  throughout  the  universe. 
An  obedience  glorious  as  shut  up  within  a  limit,  bounded  within  a  period — so  that 
Christ  could  testify  in  the  hearing  of  heaven  and  earth,  "  it  is  finished ;"  not  like 
the  obedience  of  mere  creatures,  ever  continuing,  but  finished  and  entire  ;  nothing 
to  be  added  to  it — nothing  to  be  taken  from  it,  and  borne  into  the  chancery  of 
Heaven  as  the  plea  for  the  sinner's  discharge.  An  obedience  glorious  through 
the  Hypostatic  union,  which  brings  the  splendors  of  His  deity  to  illumine  the  acts 
of  His  humanity.  If  Moses  break  the  tables  of  stone  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount, 
behold  one  greater  than  Moses  descending  after  him  to  gather  up  the  broken  frag- 
ments, cementing  them  with  his  blood,  and  pouring  the  rays  of  His  divine  glory 
upon  the  restored  tablet,  until  every  letter  beams  with  light  above  the  brightness 
of  the  sun.  Well  may  the  cherubim  bend  their  gaze  between  their  extended 
wings  upon  this  repaired  law  reposing  forever  within  the  ark  of  the  covenant. 
The  transcendent  worth  of  this  obedience,  as  sustaining  the  majesty  of  God's  law 
and  upholding  the  integrity  of  the  Divine  Government,  is  signalized  by  placing 
Him  who  wrought  it  over  the  whole  creation  ;  and  it  becomes  the  title  by  which 
this  supremacy  is  held  as  His  mediatorial  l-eward. 

3,  In  this  Headship  are  blended  the  tioo  methods  of  law  and  grace,  by 
tvhich  God  reveals  His  moral  perfections.  Beyond  a  doubt,  the  law  was' the 
original  medium  through  which  God's  nature  was  disclosed  to  the  creature  ;  and  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  His  glory  is  stamped  upon  every  feature  of  it. 
Indeed,  springing  out  from  the  bosom  of  His  nature,  it  not  only  asserts  the  claims 
of  God  and  determines  the  duties  of  the  creature,  but  it  so  transcribes  and  dis- 
covers the  excellence  of  the  Divine  Being  that  the  creature's  obedience  rises  at 
once  into  the  solemnity  of  worsmp.  For  the  same  reason,  the  law  is  ^enerically  one 
throughout  the  universe.  Having  its  foundation  in  the  nature  of&one  God  it  is 
essentially  one  over  angels  and  men  ;  modified  only  in  its  details  to  suit  the  differ- 
ent relations  in  which  these  different  classes  are  placed.  It  is  noticeable 
moreover  that  this  law  finds  its  majesty  vindicated  in  both  its  grand 
divisions  through  the  separate  destiny  assigned  to  two  separate  orders 
of  beings;  the  holy  Angels,  through  their  constant  obedience,  historically 
illustrating  the  glory  of  law  as  found  in  its  precepts;  and  apostate  An 
gels,  through  constant  endurance  of  its  penalty.  Such  ample  provisions  has  God 
made  for  securing  a  revenue  of  praise  through  the  wisdom  of  His  law.  Last  f 
all,  in  compensation  of  the  stupendous  service  by  which  its  majesty  has  been  ° 
held,  the  administration  thereof  has  been  committed  to  the  Mediator,  andisbrou  Tt 
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to  a  conclusion  at  the  day  of  Judgment,  when  He  shall  sit  upon  the  throne  of  His 
glory.  Thus  hy  a  method  of  pure  law,  the  sun-light  of  Jehovah's  excellence 
shines  throughout  the  universe,  gathering  into  focal  splendor  upon  the  person  of 
our  exalted  Saviour,  the  organ  hy  whom  it  shall  be  dispensed  to  the  Redeemed 
forever;  for  it  is  written  of  the  ^  ew  Jerusalem,  that  it  had  "  no  need  of  the  sun, 
neither  of  the  moon  to  shine  in  it,  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the 
Lamb  is  the  light  thereof." — Rev.  xxi :  23. 

There  is  reserved,  however,  a  more  interior  display  of  Divine  perfections 
through  a  method  of  Grace.  The  law  discovers  God  to  us  in  the  attributes  of 
wisdom,  power,  holiness,  justice  and  truth.  But  how  shall  Jehovah  open  to  us 
His  infinite  heart — disclosing  the  depths  of  its  tenderness,  His  boundless  compas- 
sion, His  inconceivable  mercy  and  love  ?  To  do  this,  He  must  look  upon  the 
suffering  and  lost,  and  find  a  surety  who  shall  bear  their  guilt  and  die  their  death 
under  the  curse.  But  where  shall  this  substitute  be  found  ?  In  vain  the  chal- 
lenge went  forth  from  the  august  throne  in  tones  which  only  the  offended  law 
could  use,  "  whom  shall  I  send  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?"  Silence  reigned  through- 
out all  the  courts  of  Heaven  ;  for  none  of  the  sons  of  the  morning  might 
adventure  the  dreadful  perils  of  such  a  trust — till  a  voice  sounded  forth  from  the 
midst  of  the  throne,  "  lo  !  I  come,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  0  my  God  '  yea  thy  law 
is  within  my  heart,"  Ps.  40  :  7  8.  Bursting  from  the  secret  pavillion,  the  eter- 
nal Word  leaps  forth  to  execute  the  stern  demand.  He  unclothes  Himself  of 
light,  and  lays  aside  the  garments  of  praise,  and  takes  upon  Him  the  form  of  a 
servant,  that  He  may  sound  the  depths  of  human  woe,  and  pay  the  costly  ransom 
for  a  guilty  soul. .  By  an  obedience  grander  in  its  proportions  than  the  aggregate 
obedience  of  all  the  creatures,  Christ  vindicates  the  law's  injured  majesty  ;  whilst 
through  His  grace  he  brings  out  the  tenderest  affections  o  f  the  Father  as  a  God 
of  love.  Sublime  is  that  utterance  of  Scripture,  which  tells  us  that  God  is  Life ; 
equally  sublime  the  testimony,  which  tells  us  He  is  Light ;  but  grander  still,  in 
the  comprehension  of  them  both,  is  the  revelation  which  tells  us  God  is  Love- 
To  enthrone  this  grace  by  the  side  of  law  as  the  Queen  Majesty,  the  author  of 
grace  is  made  the  administrator  of  law.  As  the  covering  cloud  tempered  the  bright- 
ness of  God's  presence  upon  the  mercy  seat,  so  forever  must  the  law. shine  out 
from  the  mercy  in  which  it  is  embosomed  ;  that  obedience  may  be  sweetened — 
not  only  as  a  debt  which  conscience  pays  to  duty,  but  an  homage  which  the  heart 
pays  to  love.  Thus,  the  two  lines  of  law  and  grace  by  which  the  Divine  glory 
streams  forth  upon  the  universe,  converge  upon  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
administration  of  His  delegated  trust  as  "  the  Head  over  all  things  to  the  Church." 

I  must  now  turn  your  thoughts  from  Christ  to  his  Church,  here  set  forth  as  His 
body  and  fulness;  only  regretting  that  I  must  shut  up  in  simple  sentences,  what 
deserves  expansion  through  paragraphs 

The  Church,  in  accordance  with  a  very  familiar  distinction,  may  be  viewed  by 
us  in  two  aspects.  There  is  the  ideal  Church,  conformed  to  the  pattern  drafted 
in  the  Divine  purpose,  composed  of  the  elect  in  all  ages,  who  have  been  washed, 
justified  and  sanctified ;  and  there  is  the  actual,  visible  Church,  composed  of 
those  who  profess  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  whether  they  be  his  or  not.  These  two 
interpenetrate  each  other,  and  are  largely  identified  in  the  statements  of  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  of  both,  in  important  though  different  senses,  it  may  be  affirmed  they 
are  the  fulness  of  Christ.     The  former  as  being, 

1.  The  object  upon  which  the  fullness  of  his  grace  expends  itself  The 
two  you  perceive  are  reciprocal,  the  fulness  and  the  distribution.  Thus  the  Evan- 
gelist says :  '."  The  word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  amongst  us,  and  we  behold  his 
glory  as  trie  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth  ; 
and  of  his  fuliress  have  all  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace."  John  1  :  14,  10. 
The  same  is  stated  with  equal  distinctness  in  Col.  2  :  9,  10,  "for  in  Him  dwelleth 
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all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily— and  ye  are  complete  in  Him,  which  is  the 
Head  of  all  principality  and  power."  The  glory  of  Christ,  is  not  simply  in  oeing 
the  architect  of  grace,  by  whom  it  was  historically  wrought  out  and  engrafted 
upon  law  ;  but  in  being  also  the  depository  of  grace— its  dispenser  no  less 
than  its  procurer.  The  two  cannot  be  viewed  apart ;  Christ,  the  head  of  all 
principality  and  power,  and  the  Church  complete  in  that  gracious  fulness  which 
He  imparts.  Hence,  true  believers  in  every  age  have  been  drawn  from  all  grades 
of  society,  under  every  degree  of  culture,  have  been  placed  under  every  variety 
of  discipline,  subjected  to  every  form  of  temptation,  recovered  from  every  species 
of  sin,  and  conducted  through  all  the  stages  of  spiritual  growth ;  that  through 
all  might  be  displayed  the  exceeding  riches  of  divine  grace — grace  for  all,  and 
according  to  the  varying  exigencies  of  each, 

2.  The  Church  of  the  Elect  is  the  body  ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  the  comple- 
ment of  the  mystical  Christ.  In  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  the  Father 
gave  to  the  Son  a  seed  to  be  redeemed,  and  constituted  Him  their  representative 
and  surety.  In  all  federal  transactions  the  two  ideas  are  conjoined.  As  in  the 
Covenant  of  Works,  the  first  Adam  cannot  be  considered  in  his  separate  person- 
ality, but  also  as  the  representative  of  his  natural  seed  ;  so  in  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  the  second  Adam  is  incomplete  except  as  associated  with  his  spiritual 
seed.  The  two  terms  are  united  in  the  very  notion  of  a  covenant.  In  this  sense, 
the  Church  is  pre-emineqtly  the  body  and  fulness  of  Christ ;  and  through  all 
time  Christ  is  reproducing  himself  in  His  members.  While  in  His  immediate 
person  He  is  exalted  at  the  right  hand  of  the  majesty  in  the  Heavens,  and  will 
never  again  appear  but  with  His  own  glory  and  with  the  glory  of  the  Father,  yet 
in  the  church  which  is  His  body  He  is  still  "  the  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted 
with  grief."  In  all  the  persecutions,  afflictions,  temptations  and  distress  of  His 
people,  He  renews  His  own  humiliation  and  the  agony  of  His  own  conflict  with 
the  powers  of  darkness.  This  is  the  ground  of  our  confidence  and  hope,  as  we 
pass  beneath  the  rod  and  stagger  under  our  cross:  that  as  "  it  behooved  the  great 
Captain  of  our  salvation  to  be  made  perfect  through  suffering,"  so  must  all  the 
members  of  His  body  drink  of  His  cup,  and  be  baptized  with  the  baptism  with 
which  He  was  baptized. 

3.  This  Church  of  the  Elect  is  the  fulness  of  Christ,  as  constituting 
the  -reward  of  His  mediatorial  work.     Having  redeemed  them  with  His  own 
priceless  blood,  and  sanctified  them  by  His  indwelling  Spirit,  he  must,  according 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  covenant,  present  them  to  the  Father,  "  holy  and  with- 
out blame  before  Him  in  love."     To  this  end,  He  must  appear  as  the  Resurrec- 
tion and  the  Life,  that  they  may  "  receive  the  adoption,  to  wit ;  the  redemption 
of  their  bodies."     Amidst  the  terrors  of  a  burning  world,  He  must  sit  upon  the 
throne  of  judgment  and  pronounce  the  Father's  authoritative  benediction,  "  come 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  founda- 
tion ot  the  world."     »  Then  cometh  the  end,  when  He  shall  deliver  up  the  king- 
dom to  God.even  the  Father;"  that  God,    in  the  supremacy  of  his  law,  "may 
be  all  in  all.  _     Having  wound  up  His  mediatorial  work  in  this  final  act  of  media- 
torial authority,  and  fulfilled  all  the  promises  on  which   the  faith  of  His  neonle 
ever  leaned,  He  presents  them  to   the  Father,  according  to  His   eternal  nledge 
"  a  glorious  Church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle  or  any  such  thing  but  hnlv  ind 
without  blemish,"    "  meet  for   the   inheritance    of  the   saints  in   light  "     This 
Church  is  then  given  back  into  His  hands,  to   be  His  reward  and  His  reioichw 
forevermore.     Ihey  swell  His   train,  as   He  ascends  a  second  time  through  the 
clouds  into  the  heavens :  shouting,  as  they  rise,  the  triumphant  challen^0  «  rf+ 
up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  The  K"- 
of  Glory    shall   come   in."  Ps.  24;  7-     Gathered  at   length  into  -'the  G  l 


Assembly  and  Church  of  the  first  born,  which  are  written  in  Heaven,"  the    f 
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the  nearest  circle  around  the  throne,  and  give  the  key  note  of  that  song  -with 
which  the  arches  of  the  great  temple  shall  forever  ring.  Glorious  in  that  righte- 
ousness of  God  which  they  have  received  by  faith,  the  saints,  like  so  many  crystal 
pillars,  shall  surround  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  ;  till  all  Heaven  be- 
comes bright  with  the  reflected  splendors  of  that  wrought  righteousness  which 
answers  to  the  holiness  of  God,  expressed  through  the  law.  As  the  great  anthem 
of  praise  rolls  up  from  the  company  of  the  redeemed,  the  High  Priest  of  this 
transfigured  Church  gathers  all  into  His  golden  censer  and  waves  it  before  the 
throne.  Thus,  in  a  sublimer  sense,  the  God  of  Holiness  is  seen  to  be  "  all  in  all ;" 
and  the  Lamb  again  is  seen  to  be  the  light  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  In  this  final 
and  exhaustive  sense,  this  glorified  Church  becomes  the  body  of  the  great  Head, 
"  the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all." 

It  must  not,  however,  escape  us  that  this  spiritual  Church  has  its  manifestation 
here  in  the  Church  actual  and  visible  :  the  incarnation  through  which  it  becomes 
to  us  a  thing  tangible  and  known.  In  this  view,  also,  Christ  is  still  her  head — 
and  she,  His  fulness  :  because, 

1 .  In  this  embodied  form,  Christ  is  Her  only  King  ;  enacting  by  His  sole 
legislation,  laws  for  her  government — appointing,  by  His  executive  authority,  offi- 
cers for  her  administration — instituting  in  His  priestly  jurisdiction,  the  ordinances 
of  her  worship — and  granting,  in  the  supremacy  of  His  headship,  the  charter  by 
which  her  immunities  and  rights  are  held.  In  this  pure  theocracy,  the  mediator 
is  King ;  and  all  power  under  Him  is  simply  ministerial.  By  whatever  names 
we  choose  to  designate  her  earthly  guides,  their  function  is  simply  to  expound  a 
written  Constitution,  and  to  enforce,  by  spiritual  censures,  obedience  to  a  spiritual 
and  unseen  Ruler. 

2.  Because  through  this  visible  Church  Christ  acquires  His  zoider  me- 
diatorial authority  over  the  Universe.  As  mediator,  his  prime  relation  is  to 
those  whom  he  comes  to  reconcile.  The  plan  of  grace,  though  last  in  develop- 
ment, is  first  in  the  Divine  thought,  the  most  stupendous  of  all  God's  works  ;  and 
the  earth  was  built  but  as  the  stage  on  which  the  sublime  drama  of  redemption 
might  be  enacted.  The  whole  scheme  of  nature  is  therefore  subordinated  to  it : 
and  the  administration  of  Providence  is  committed  to  Christ,  for  the  prosecution 
of  that  grace  which  he  came  to  inaugurate.  Hence  Paul  testifies  that  He  is  given 
to  be  the  Head  over  all  things  to  the  Church,  "which  is  His  body  ;"  through  her 
as  His  fulness  He  himself  "filleth  all  in  all." 

3.  Christ,  in  His  precious  Headship,  heals  the  breach  which  sin  has  made 
between  the  creatures  ;  and  the  visible  Church,  finally  embracing  all  na- 
tions within  her  pale,  bodies  forth  this  grand  result.  The  first  transgres- 
sion not  only  separated  man  from  God.  but  seemed  forever  to  have  dissolved  the 
brotherhood  between  the  creatures  also.  From  that  day  till  now,  the  beasts  of  the 
field  have  been  in  revolt  against  the  dominion  of  man,  and  the  elements  of  nature 
are  reclaimed  under  his  control  only  through  the  discoveries  of  science.  The  one 
speech  of  the  infant  race  has  been  broken  into  a  thousand  jarring  tongues,  and  the 
earth  has  been  covered  with  violence  and  blood.  But  the  Reconciler  came.  Plant- 
ing his  cross  as  the  great  magnet  of  earth,  He  draws  to  Himself  his  purchased  seed, 
incorporates  them  into  a  society  of  love,  and  sends  them  forth  to  throw  its  bands 
around  a  shattered  world.  Prophecy,  through  her  roll,  shows  in  the  dim  perspec- 
tive this  church  embracing  all  lands  and  tongues  and  tribes  within  her  arms,  and 
"  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  becoming  tht  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  His 
Christ."  The  reconciliation  ends  not  here.  When  this  militant  Church 
shall  be  transfigured  in  the  skies,  to  her  visible  worship  and  fellowship  will 
be  addel  the  "innumerable  company  of  angels"  whom  sin  has  never  soiled. 
^he  sad  breach  is  forever  healed ;  and  cherubim  and  a  flaming  sword  shall 
no  longer  guard  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life  against  guilty  man.  He  who 
has  "made  reconciliation   for  iniquity   and   brought  in  everlasting  righteous- 
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ness,"  has  also  "made  an  end  of  sins."  Sin,  death  and  hell  are  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire  :  and  the  redeemed  Universe  is  brought  into  one  under  Him  who  is 
Head  over  all.  Saints  and  angels  shall  blend  in  harmony  of  praise  around  his 
throne,  and  the  schism  of  sin  be  cancelled  forever  in  the  church  fellowship  of 
Heaven. 

Fathers  and  Brethren,  I  must  not  shut  down  the  gate  upon  the  flood  of  this  dis- 
course, without  pointing  to  the  consolation  for  us  in  this  day  of  darkness  and  trial, 
wrapped  up  in  the  Headship  of  the  adorable  Kedeemer.  What  tenderness  it 
gives  to  the  whole  doctrine  of  Providence  !  Once  we  trembled  in  our  guilt 
and  shame,  and  could  not  look  upon  the  angry  throne ;  to  us 
"  A  seat  of  dreadful  wrath, 
Which  shot  devouring  flame." 

But  healing  peace  flowed  into  our  wounded  hearts,  as  we  looked  upon  "  God  in 
Christ,  reconciling  the  world  unto  Himself."  In  like  manner  the  dispensations 
of  Providence  seem  relentless  and  stern,  as  they  frown  upon  us  from  "  the  un- 
known God;"  but  the  dark  clouds  are  drenched  in  soft  and  mellow  light,  as  they 
are  moved  by  the  hands  of  our  "  Tmmanuel,  God  with  us."  All  judgment  is 
committed  to  the  Son  of  Man ;  can  we  not  trust  Him,  our  elder  brother,  clothed 
with  all  our  sympathies,  who  hath  borne  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows,  and  is 
able  to  succor  in  that  he  himself  hath  suffered  ?  The  name  of  this  precious  Jesus 
broke  for  us  the  spell  of  despair,  when  in  the  hour  of  legal  conviction  conscience 
huno-  up  the  ghastly  catalogue  of  our  sins  against  the  Judgment  throne.  The 
name  of  Jesus  will  be  the  last  upon  our  lips,  softly  whispered  by  the  departing 
spirit  as  the  last  breath  wafts  it  upward  to  the  skies.  It  will  be  first  upon  our  lips 
when  the  grave  shall  yield  up  its  dead  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  Shall  it  not 
be  always  upon  our  lips,  taking  away  the  bitterness  of  our  private  and  our  public 
lot ;  when  all  these  dispensations  are  read  through  an  exposition  of  grace,  and  are 
seen  throughout  to  be  a  dicipline  of  love  ? 

What  safety  also  to  the  Universe  in  this  Headship  of  Jesus  !  He,  who 
grasped  the  idea  of  creation  as  it  lay  a  silent  thought  in  the  mind  of  God.  can 
surely  work  out  the  eternal  purpose  in  which  it  was  framed.  For  this  very  end, 
He  is  given  to  be  the  Head  over  all  things — that  as  He  is  "before  all  things,"  so 
"  by  Him  shall  all  things  consist."  The  overturnings  upon  earth  make  no  fissure 
in  the  one  solemn  purpose  of  the  Infinite  Creator,  and  no  sudden  disclosures  star- 
tle Him  into  surprise.  The  shuttle  of  history  moves  swiftly  and  blindly  from  age 
to  age  ;  but  the  great  web  is  woven  according  to  the  pattern  originally  designed  in 
the  council  of  the  Godhead. 

But  He  is  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church  !  Whilst,  therefore,  a  purpose  of 
grace  remains  to  be  fulfilled  in  that  Church  which  he  has  graven  on  the  palms  of 
his  hands  and  wears  as  a  seal  upon  his  heart,  so  long  the  world  is  safe  in  the  keep- 
ing of  Him  whose  love  is  stronger  than  death.  The  Christian  Church  is  to  a 
Christian  nation  the  ark  of  Jehovah's  covenant ;  and  we  are  here  to-day  in 
sublime  faith  to  bear  that  ark  upon  our  shoulders  in  the  presence  of  this  infant  na- 
tion, as  she  passes  under  her  baptism  of  blood.  Let  us  gather  with  reverence 
around  it,  and  sing  with  Luther  the  46th  Psalm  :  •'  God  is  our  refuge' and  strength, 
a  very  present  help  in  time  of  trouble.  Therefore  will  we  not  fear,  though  the 
earth  be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea  • 
though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be  troubled,  though  the  mountains  shake  with 

the  swelling  thereof,  though  the   kingdoms  be  moved,  and  the  earth  melted yet 

the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuse. " 

What  glory  too  surrounds  the  Church!  an  outer  halo,  a  second  rainbow  to 
that  which,  like  an  emerald,  John  saw  round  the  throne !  She  is  the  body  of 
Christ,  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  whose  "  beauty  "  the  "  King  hath  greatly  de- 
sired."    She  is   glorious  in  her  "raiment   of  needle  work,"  "her    clothing  of 
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wrought  gold,"  ':  the  fine  linen  clean  and  white,  which  is  the  righteousness  of 
saints."  The  Church  of  the  living  God  !  and,  therefore,  herself  living  by  a  secret 
life  flowing  from  Him  who  is  life,  and  bestowed  by  the  indwelling  Spirit  who  is 
the  quickener.  The  immortal  Church  of  Christ,  which  survives  all  change  and 
never  knows  decay !  Alas,  the  paths  of  earth  are  strewn  with  the  wrecks  of 
broken  empires,  constructed  by  human  wisdom  and  shattered  through  human  folly 
and  sin.  But  this  Church  of  the  Redeemer  moves  through  them  all  upon  the 
grand  highway  of  History,  and  "  flourishes  in  immortal  youth."  She  rode  upon 
the  billows  of  a  universal  deluge,  beneath  whose  gloomy  depths  lay  a  doomed  and 
buried  world.  Patriarchs  gathered  beneath  her  shade  in  the  aged  and  hoary  past. 
Moses  pitched  her  tabernacle  upon  the  sands  of  the  wilderness,  and  beneath  the 
frowning  brows  of  Sinai.  Prophets  pointed  out  her  pathway  through  the  up- 
rolling  mists  of  the  distant  future.  Through  the  unfolding  ages  she  has  moved 
securely  on,  while  disastrous  change  has  ground  to  powder  and  scattered  to  the 
winds  the  proudest  dynasties  of  earth.  Kings  have  bound  her  with  fetters  of 
brass  ;  but  the  fair  captive  has  taken  again  her  harp  from  the  willows,  and  God 
has  made  her  walls  salvation  and  her  gates  praise.  Amidst  the  fires  of  marty- 
dom,  she  has  risen  younger  from  the  ashes  of  her  own  funeral  pile.  Wooing  the 
nations  with  her  accents  of  love,  she  lengthens  her  cords  to  gather  them  into  her 
broad  pavilion.  And  when  the  whole  frame  of  nature  shall  be  dissolved,  she  will 
stand  serene  above  the  burning  earth,  to  welcome  her  descending  Lord.  Caught 
up  by  Him  into  the  Heavens,  she  will  gather  into  her  communion  there  all  the  el- 
der sons  of  God ;  still  the  immortal  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  out-living  all  time 
and  henceforth  counting  her  years  upon  the  Dial  of  eternity  ! 

Do  we  understand,  Fathers  and  Brethren,  the  mission  of  the  Church  given  us 
here  to  execute  ?  It  is  to  lift  up  throughout  the  world  our  testimony  for  this 
Headship  of  Christ.  The  convocation  of  this  Assembly  is  in  part  that  testimony. 
But  a  little  while  since,  it  was  attempted  in  the  most  august  court  of  our  Church 
to  place  the  crown  of  our  Lord  upon  the  head  of  Caesar — to  bind  that  body,  which 
is  Christ's  fulness,  to  the  chariot  in  which  that  Caesar  rides.  The  intervening 
months  have  sufficiently  discovered  the  character  of  that  State,  under  whose  yoke 
this  Church  was  summoned  to  bow  her  neck  in  meek  obedience.  But  in  advance 
of  these  disclosures,  the  voice  went  up  throughout  our  land,  of  indignant  remon- 
strance against  the  usurpation,  of  solemn  protest  against  the  sacrilege,  And  now 
this  Parliament  of  the  Lord's  freemen  solemnly  declares  that,  by  the  terms  of  her 
great  charter,  none  but  Jesus  may  be  the  King  in  Zion.  Once  more  in  this  dis- 
tant age  and  in  these  ends  of  the  earth,  the  Church  must  declare  for  the  supre- 
macy of  her  Head,  and  fling  out  the  consecrated  ensign  with  the  old  inscription, 
"  for  Christ  and  His  crown." 

Let  this  testimony  be  borne  upon  the  winds  over  the  whole  earth,  that  He  who 
is  "  Head  over  all  things  to  the  Church,"  "rulethin  the  kingdom  of  men,  and 
giveth  it  to  whomsoever  He  will,"  until  all  nations  are  brought  to  ':  praise  and  e::- 
tol  and  honor  the  King  of  Heaven,  all  whose  works  are  truth  and  His  ways  judg- 
ment." Let  us  take  this  young  nation  now  struggling  into  birth,  to  the  Altar  of 
God,  and  seal  its  loyalty  to  Christ,  in  the  faith  of  that  benediction  which  says 
"  blessed  is  that  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord."  The  foot-steps  of  our  King  are 
to  be  seen  in  all  the  grand  march  of  History,  which  begins  and  ends  in  a  true 
theocracy.  Our  voice  is  to  be  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness  "prepare 
ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  highway  for  our  God  :  " 
For  he  "will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn,  until  He  come  whose  right  it  is  " — 
and  "  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of 
His  Christ," 

Above  all,  it  is  ours  to  bear  aloft  the  Redeemer's  Cross,  and  with  the  finger  ever 
pointing  to  say,  with  the  Baptist  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  "behold  the  Lamb 
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of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world !  "  May  He  who  wears  the  crown 
make  us  to  feel  the  power  of  that  Cross  !  Brethren,  we  have  to-day  been  gazing 
into  Heaven  after  our  ascending  Lord,  ascending  to  His  Headship  and  his  Crown. 
From  His  gracious  throne  He  unfolds  the  sacred  parchment  on  which  our  charter 
and  commission  are  engrossed  ;  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  disciple  all  na- 
tions." With  pathetic  gesture,  He  also  points  over  mountains,  continents  and 
seas  to  the  "  other  sheep  which  are  not  of  this  fold,"  wandering  upon  the  bleak 
heather,  under  the  dark  star  of  some  idol  god.  May  the  rushing  mighty  wind  of 
the  Pentecostal  day  fill  this  house  where  we  are  sitting !  and  may  the  tongue  of 
fire  rest  upon  each  of  this  Assembly  !  Emblem  of  the  power  with  which  the 
story  of  suffering  love  shall  subdue  an  apostate  world !  Sinking  personal  ambi- 
tion, and  forgetful  of  sectional  aggrandisement,  let  us  strive  to  equip  the  Church 
with  the  necessary  agencies  for  the  prosecution  of  her  solemn  work.  Let  us  build 
her  towers  and  establish  her  bulwarks  just  where  the  most  effective  assaults  may 
be  made  upon  the  kingdoms  of  'Satan  ;  that  "her  righteousness  may  go  forth  as 
brightness,  and  her  salvation  as  a  lamp  that  burneth  ;"  and  Zion  become  "  a  crown 
of  glory,"  a  "a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  our  God." 
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MINUTES. 


MONTGOMERY,  ALA.,  May  ],  1SG2. 

In  view  of  the  presence  of  the  conflicting  armies  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  city 
of  Memphis,  and  the  consequent  danger  and  diniculty  of  assembling  at  Hint  | 'lace- 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Moderator,  the  Genera]  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  met,  according 
to  Proclamation  made  by  the  Stated  and  Permanent  Clerks,  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  on  Thursday  the  1st  day  of  May,  Jsii'2,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Moderator  of  the  last  Assembly   being  absent,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Pev. 

Henry  Saiford — 

Resolved,  That  Eev.  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  be 
appointed  to  preach  the  Opening  Sermon,  and  preside  until  a  Moderator  be  chosen. 

Dr.  Kirkpatrick  accordingly  preached  from  the  text,  Romans,  viii:  17: — "And 
if  children,  then  heirs ;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ." 

After  the  Sermon  he  proceeded  to  constitute  the  Sessions  with  prayer. 

The  Permanent  Clerk  from  the  Committee  on  Commissions  reported  that  the  fol- 
lowing Commissioners  had  appeared  and  been  regularly  enrolled,  viz: 

I.    SYNOD  OF  ALABAMA. 


PEESBYTEKIES. 

East  Alabama, 
South  Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa, 


Arkansas, 
Creel  Nation, 
Indian, 
Onchita, 


Cherokee, 
Flint  Hirer, 
Florida, 
Georgia, 
Hopewell, 


MINISTERS. 

G.  R.  Foster, 
Henry  R.  Raymond, 
JohnW  Pratt, 


RVUNO    EI.DEKS. 

X.  S.  Graham, 
A.  B.  Cooper. 
E.  A.  Archibald. 


II.  SYNOD  OF  ARKANSAS. 


IV    SYNOD  OF  GEORGIA. 


T.  C  Crawford, 

S.  II.  Iliggins,  D.I).  C2) 

Donald  Fraser, 

R.  Q.  Mallard, 

Henry  SatFord, 


James  Green, 
Robert  A.  Ware, 
John  C.  MoGehei 

T.  T.  Windsor. 
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SYNOD  OF  MEMPHIS. 


PKESBYTKKIES. 

C'/iiclr/satv, 

Memphis, 

North  Mississippi, 

Western  District, 

Tuscumbia, 


Cent ra I  Miss iss ipp i. 

E'a  s  I  Miss  iss  ipp  i, 

Louisiana, 

Mississippi, 

New  Orleans, 

Red  River, 

Toiribecfcbee, 


MINISTERS. 

J.  A.  Kimmons, 


RULING    KLUEltS. 

A.  J.  Suggs. 


Holston, 
KnoxviUe, 
Maury, 
Nashville, 


Concord, 
Fayette  V 'die, 
Orange, 


Bethel, 
Charleston, 

Harmony, 

South  Carolina, 


Brazos, 

Central  Texas, 
Eastern  Texas, 
Western  Texas, 


E((st  Hanover, 
Creenbrier, 
Lexington, 
Montgomery, 
Jto'ino/ee, 
West  Hanover, 


VI.  SYXOD  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 
E.  T.  Baird,  D.I). 

John  Ley  burn,  D.D. 

James  X.  Carothers,  Thomas  L.  Carothers. 

VI.  SYXOD  OF  XASIIVILLE. 
J.  D.  Tadlock,  (2)  Samuel  B.  McAdams.  (2) 

VII.  SYXOD  OF  NORTH  CAROLIXA. 


J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.D., 
W   Y,\  Pharr, 
Daniel  Johnson, 
George  A.  Russell, 
A.  G^ Hughes, 
C.  K.  Caldwell. 


VII.  SYXOD  OF  SOUTH  CAROLIXA. 


J.  M.  Anderson, 
A.  A.   Porter, 
J.  L.  Girardeau, 
Gilbert  Morgan, 
Charlton  II.  "Wilson. 
J.  0.  Lindsav, 
T.L.  MeBryde.  D.D. 


Robt.  I.  McDowell, 
A.  G.  Xeel. 
A.  D.  McLean. 


J.  R.  Aiken. 
James  Gillam. 


IX.  SYXOD  OF  TEXAS. 

R.  F.  Bunting,  (3) 

X.  SYXOD  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Wm.  A.  Campbell,  (2) 


John  F.  Baker,  (2) 
James  M.  Rice,  (2) 


Eli  Phlegar.  (2) 
James  II.  Fitzgerald.  (2 ) 
On  motion  of  Rev.   Dr.  McBryde.   the  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
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officers,  when  Rev.  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.D.  was  unanimously  elected  Moderator, 
and  the  Rev.  T.  L.  McBryde,  D.D.    was  unanimously  elected  Temporary  Clerk. 

The  Assembly  then  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

After  recess  it  was,  on  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Leyburn — 

Resolved,  That  a  Treasurer  be  chosen  by  the  Assembly  to  act  during  its  present 
sessions.      AYhereupon  the  Rev.  James  X.  Carothers  was  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Baird,  it  was  made  the  first  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor- 
row morning  to  receive  the  Reports  of  the  various  Executive  Committees,  ami  the 
Report  of  the  Directors  of  Union  Theological  Seminary 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thornwell,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Form  of  Government  and  Book  of  Discipline,  stil- 
ting that  he  had  been  unable  to  convene  said  Committee,  owing  to  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  country,  and  thy  pressure  of  Seminary  duties.  Whereupon,  on  motion 
of  Rev.  J.  M.  Anderson,  the  above  named  reasons  for  failing  to  call  this  Committee 
together  were  sustained,  the  Committee  continued,  and  requested  to  report  to  the 
next  General  Assembly. 

On. .motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Baird  the  name  of  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Peck  was  added  to 
the  Committee  on  Revision. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  James  X  Carothers  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  hours  of  meeting  be  fixed  at  !'  o'clock,  A.  M.  and  •'<■  o'clock,  P- 
M.,  and  the  hours  of  adjournment  atl  o'clock,  P  M.  and  G  P  M. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Baird,  it  was  ordered  that  the  first  half  hour  of  the  mor- 
ning sessions  be  spent  in  devotional  exercises,  with  special  reference  to  the  distrac- 
ted state  of  the  Church  and  country,  under  the  direction  of  the  Moderamr. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  Q.  Mallard,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  0  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Gilbert  Morgan. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  hour  in  devotional  exercises,  according 
to  appointment. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read,  amended  and  approved. 

The  Moderator  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  Standing  Com- 
mittees : 

1.  On  Bills  and  Overtures. — Ministers — John  Leyburn,  D.D.,  A.  A.  Porter,  Henry 
Satford,  A.  G  Hughes;  Ruling  Elders — N.  S.  Graham,  Thomas  L.  Carothers,  John 
C.  McGehee. 

2.  Judicial  Committee. — Ministers — E.  T.  Baird,   D.D.,  J.   M.  Anderson,  C.  K. 
Caldwell,   J.  A.  Kimmons;    Ruling  Elders — A.   G.  Neel,   T.   T.   "Windsor,  E.   ,\ 
Archibald. 

3.  On  Theological  Seminaries. — Ministers — W  W  Pharr,  Gilbert  Morgan.  R.  Q. 
Mallard,  John  W.  Pratt ;  Ruling  Elders— J.  R.  Aiken,  A.  D.  McLean,  A.  J.  Suggs. 

i.  On  Domestic  Missions. — Ministers — John  W.  Pratt,  A.  G.  Hughes,  Donald 
Fraser,  J.  O.  Lindsay ;  Ruling  Elders — Robert  I.  McDowell,  A.  B.  Cooper,  T  L. 
Carothers. 

5.  On  Foreign  Missions. — Ministers — Charlton  H.  Wilson,  James  N.  Carothers. 
Henry  R.  Raymond,  T.  C.  Crawford;  Ruling  Elders — A.  B.  Cooper,  J.  Green,  T.  T 
Windsor. 

6.  On  Education. — Ministers — J.  M.  Anderson,  J.  A.  Kimmons,  R.  Q.  Mallard. 
George  A.  Russel;  Ruling  Elders — A.  D.  McLean,  E.  A.  Archibald,  J.  Green. 
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7.  On  Publication. — Ministers — C.  K.  Caldwell,  Henry  Safford,  J.  A.  Kimmons 
G.  It.  Foster;  Ruling  Elders— C  Gillam,  J.  C.MeGehee,  A.  J.  Suggs. 

8.  On  the  Narrative. — Ministers — J.  L.  Girardeau,  D.  Johnson,  J.  A.  Kimmons; 
Killing  Elders — E.  A.  Archibald,  J.  K.   Aiken. 

9.  On  Foreign  Correspondence; — Ministers — J.  0.  Lindsay,  E.  T.  Baird,  D.D.,  A. 
G.  Hughes;  Killing  Elders— X.  S.  Graham,  A.  G.  Xeel. 

10.  On  Leave  of  Ahxence. — Ministers — Henry  R.  Raymond,  D.  Johnson  ;  Ruling 
Elder— J.  C.  McGehee. 

11.  On  Sysfonotie  J'aurtdt  nee. — Ministers — A.  A.  Porter,  Henry  Safford,  G.  A. 
Russell,  I).  Errser;  Idling  Elders— A.  B.  Cooper,  A.  J.  Suggs. 

12.  On  Devotional  &r/r/*s.<.— Ministers— O.  R.Foster,  J.  X.  Carothers;  Ruling 
Elder— T.  T.  Windsor. 

EC    On  Finance.  --A.  B.  Cooper,  James  Gillam,  Robert  I.  McDowell. 

14.  Records  of  the  Hi:  nod,  oj  u'eorgia. — Ministers — D.  Johnson,  J.  M.Anderson; 
Ruling  Elder — A.  J.  Suggs. 

15.  Records  <;/'  the  My  nod  of  Xorth  Carolina. — Ministers — Gilbert  Morgan.  J. 
A.  Kimmons  ;   Ruling  Elder — E.  A.  Archibald. 

10.  Records  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina,. — Ministers — J.  X.  Carothers,  G.  A. 
Tiussel :   Ruling  Eider — 1.  Green. 

The  pulpits  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  .Methodist  Protestant,  and  Baptist  Chur- 
ches, were,  through  Rev.  (i.  It.  Foster,  offered  to  the  Assembly  for  their  use  on  next 
Sabbath,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  same  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Devotional 
Exercises. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  James  X.  Carothers,  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  T.  Baird  was  appointed 
to  perform  the  duties  of  Stated  Cierk  during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Waddel. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Foreign  Missions  was  read  to  the  As- 
sembly by  the  Itev.  Dr.  J.  Leiebtou  Wilson,  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Missions,  who 
also  laid  before  the  Assembly  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Committee,  and 
other  papers  relating  to  the  operations  thereof,  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions,  with  accompany- 
ing papers,  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  i.iy  the  Secretary,  Fev.  Dr.  J.  Leyburn, 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions. 

So  much  of  Dr.  Thornwell's  communication,  referred  to  in  Die  Minutes  of  yester- 
day, as  relates  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  was,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Baird,  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries. 

Overture  (numbered  (!  in  the  pointed  minutes  of  Die  last  Assembly.)  was,  on  mo 
Don  of  Key.  J.  <).  Lindsay,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

The  Presbyteries  wcrccrlled  upon  by  the  Moderator  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Assessment  for  the  Contingent  Fund,  as  ordered  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  had 
been  sent  up  by  their  respective  Commissioners,  and  the  Stated  Clerk  was  directed 
to  urge  upon  the  delinnuciit  Presbyteries  to  forward  to  him  their  several  proportions 
of  said  Assessment  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  subject  of  appointing  a  time  and  selecting  a  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  next 
General  Assembly  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Baird,  now  taken  up.  whereupon  it  was 

Revoked,  That  another  Assembly  constituted  like  this  shall  meet  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  citv  of  Columbia,  S.  G,  on  the  1st  Thursday  in  May,  1868,  at 
11  ..'dock,  A.  M. 

On  motion  of  Robert  I.  McDowell  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  at  4  o'clock 

this  afternoon.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Donald  Eraser. 
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FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  4  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  -was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  "W   AY   Pharr. 

J.  D.  Tadlock,  S.  IT.  Higgins,  D.D.,  AVm.  A.  Campbell,  John  F.  Baker,  James  M. 
Rice,  and  James  II.  Fitzgerald,  Ministers,  and  Eli  Phlegar,  Samuel  B.  McAdams, 
and  Robert  A.  AVare,  Ruling  Elders,  appeared,  and  were  enrolled  as  additional 
Commissioners. 

Rev.  G.  Morgan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina,  reported  their  approval  as  far  as  written ;  Report  adopted. 

Dr.  Leyburn,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  submitted  Overture 
Xo.  1,  which,  with  the  answer  recommended  by  the  committee  was,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Baird,  placed  on  the  docket. 

Dr.  Leyburn  submitted  Overture  Xo.  2,  as  follows: 

New-Oki.e.^s,  April  14,  1862. 
The  Presbytery  of  New-Orleans  respectfully  overtures  the  General  Assembly,  in 
order  to  secure  uniformity  of  procedure,  and  relieve  Presbyteries  from  embarrass- 
ment, to  pass  an  act,  if  in  their  judgment  it  should  be  deemed  necessary,  authori- 
sing the  Presbyteries  to  receive  such  ministers  as  may  come  from  the  old  school 
General  Assembly  North,  without  the  usual  letters  of  dismission,  upon  affording 
satisfactory  evidence  of  their  good  standing,  and  making  the  usual  statement  of 
their  doctrinal  views. 

[Certified]  HENRY  M.  SMITH,  S.  C. 

The  following  answer  recommended  by  the  Committee  was  adopted : 

The  Presbyteries  in  connection  with  this  Assembly  are  authorised  to  receive 
Ministers  coming  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  on  tLJr  giv- 
ing satisfactory  evidence  of  their  good  standing,  and  after  the  usual  examination 
upon  experimental  religion,  didactic  aud  polemic  theology,  and  church  government, 
without  requiring  a  certificate  of  dismission. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Anderson,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor- 
row morning  at  10  o'clock,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committees  on  Foreign 
Missions. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Baird,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator  to  prepare  a 
Pastoral  Letter,  to  be  addressed  by  this  Assembly  to  the  Ministers  and  members  of 
our  Churches,  and  the  youth  of  our  congregations,  now  in  the  armies  of  the  Con- 
federacy, fighting  the  battles  of  our  national  independence. 

The  Moderator  appointed  upon  this  Committee  E.  T.  Baird,  D.D.,  S.  II.  niggins, 
D.D.,  Rev.  James  H.  Fitzgerald,  N.  S.  Graham,  andR.  I.  McDowell. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  AAT  Pratt  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  t©-rnorrow  mor- 
ning at  9.  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev  James  N.  Carothers. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 
The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  devotional  exercises  continued 
for  half  an  hour. 

Rev.  R.  F.  Bunting,  from  the  Presbytery  of  AVestern  Texas, appeared  without  a  com- 
mission, but  having  made  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  this  fact,  was  enrolled  as  an 
additional  Commissioner. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries  made  its  renort  through  the 
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Chairman,  Eev.  W  W  Pharr,  which,  after  brief  discussion,  was  recommitted  for 
amendment. 

Eev.  G.  R.  Poster,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises,  made 
a  leport  which  was  approved. 

Rev.  Henry  E.  Raymond,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  pre- 
sented the  Report  of  the  Committee  which,  after  an  address  to  the  Assembly  by 
Rev.  J.  Leighton  "Wilson,  D.D.  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows . 

The  Standing  Committee  nn  Foreign  Missions  would  submit  the  following  report  : 

You  have  placed  in  our  hands  the  records  and  report  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, and  the  Treasurer's  book  and  accounts. 

1st.  We  have  examined  the  records  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  find  them 
accurately  and  neatly  kept.  They  afford  satisfactory  indications  that  the  commit- 
tee have  been  diligent,  faithful  and  earnest  in  efforts  to  discharge  their  duty.  We 
find  there  also  what  we  conceive  to  be  good  evidence  that  they  have  neither  wast- 
ed the  funds  placed  in  their  hands  for  distribution,  nor  yet  stinted  the  laborers  in  the 
field. 

2d.  We  have  also  looked  over  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Treasurer.  Vouch- 
ers for  the  different  items  of  expenditure  are  not  before  this  Committee,  but  they 
are  referred  to  in  connection  with  each  item,  and  no  doubt  were  examined  by  the 
auditing  sub-committee  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

3d.  The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  read  before  the  Assembly  on  yester- 
day, was  listened  to  by  us,  in  common,  no  doubt,  with  all  the  members  of  the  As- 
sembly, with  very  great  satisfaction.  It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  though  a 
ruthless  enemy  has  shut  up  our  seaports,  cutting  us  off  from  most  of  the  luxuries, 
and  many  of  the  comforts  of  life,  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  cut  us  off  from  the 
pleasure  of  sending  the  truth  of  God  to  our  red  brethren  of  the  west.  It  was 
gratifying  too  to  learn  that  God  has  made  the  people  willing,  and  given  them  libera,} 
hands  to  sustain  this  work,  and  enable  the  Church  to  enter  the  open  door.  Espec- 
ially were  we  pleased  to  hear  of  the  instance  of  individual  librality,  in  the  offer 
made  to  the  Committee  to  support  one  Missionary  in  a  foreign  land,  and  we  would 
commend  this  example  to  the  imitation  of  those  whom  God  has  blessed  with  the 
means  of  doing  so.  Xo  less  pleasant  was  it  to  learn  that  among  the  Indians,  as 
among  our  own  people,  some  are  turning  to  the  Lord,  even  in  these  times  of  excite- 
ment, trial,  and  great  temptation. 

The  Committee  would  propose  the  following  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Records  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  the  books  and  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasurer,  up  to  the  present  time  be  approved. 

2d,  That  the  Assembly  have  heard  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  with 
great  satisfaction,  and  commend  them  to  the  guidance  of  God's  Hclv  Spirit,  and 
His  rich  blessing  in  the  continued  prosecution  of  their  work. 

3d,  That  the  work  entrusted  to  this  Committee  be  commended  to  the  people  of 
God  throughout  our  bounds,  as  one  eminently  deserving  the  tribute  of  prayer  and 
thanksgiving,  and  that  continued  and  liberal  offerings  should  be  poured  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord  for  the  furtherance  of  this  object. 

4th,  That  this  Assembly  renew  the  recommendation  fov  a  concert  of  prayer  to 
be  held  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  each  month  in  all  our  Churches,  for  the  Lord's 
blessing  upon  the  cause  of  Missions,  and  that  contributions  be  made  at  those  meet- 
ings whenever  expedient. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  nominated,  in  connection  with  the 
presentation  of  the  foregoing  report,  the  following  persons  for  members  and  officers 
of  the  Executive  Committee  : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.D.;  for  Treasurer — Eev.  Prof.  James 
Woodrow.  For  Members — Rev.  J.  H.  Thornwell,  D.D.,  Eev.  G.  Howe,  D.D., 
Rev.  J.  P.  Mullaly,  Rev.  A.  A.  Porter,  Rev.  John  B.  Adcer,  D.D.,  Mr.  Henry 
Muller,  Mr    F.  W  McMaster,  Mr.  Campbell  R.  Bryce,  Prof.  Chas.  S.  \  enables. 

It  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next  at   10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  go 
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into  the  election  for  officers  and  members  of  this  Executive  Committee  and  of  the 
other  Executive  Committees,  nominations  for  which  were  accordingly  required,  by 
motion,  to  be  made  to-day. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Anderson,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  presented  the 
Report  of  said  Committee,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Leyburn  was  placed  on  the 
docket  in  the  hope  that  the  Assembly  might  yet  be  able  before  its  adjournment,  to 
receive  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Education. 

In  connection  with  this  Report  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education  nominated, 
the  following  persons  for  members  and  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee  : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  John  H.  Gray,  D.D.;  for  Treasurer — T.  B.  Kirtland.  For 
Members-Rev.  J.  O.  Stedman,  D.D.,Rev.  R.  C.  Grundy,  D.D.,  Rev.  P.  H.  Thomp- 
son, Rev.  R.  R.  Evans,  Hon.  J.  T.  Swayne,  Mr  E.  II.  Porter,  Mr.  W  S. 
McRae,  Mr.  A.  J.  White,  Mr.  W  B.  Donoho. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  standing  rule  governing  nominations  of  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committees  be  suspended,  so  far  as  to  allow  nominations  to 
be  made  by  the  Standing  Committees  on  Domestic  Missions  and  Publication,  out  of 
connection  with  their  respective  reports. 

Accordingly  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions,  through  the  Chair- 
man, Rev.  J.  W  Pratt,  presented  the  following  nominations  : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.D.;  for  Treasurer — S.  B.  Newman.  For 
Members — Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D.,  Rev.  R.  Mclnnis,  Rev.  I.  J.  Henderson 
Rev.  H.  M.  Smith,  Messrs.  Win.  0.  Black,  J.  A.  Maybiii,  A.  D.  Donovan,  F- 
Stringer,  JohnD.  Henderson. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  presented  the  following  nominations  : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  Wm.  Brown,  D.D.;for  Treasurer — James  Miller.  For  Mem- 
bers— Rev.  T.  V  Moore,  D.D.,  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D.,  Theodoric  Pryor,  D.D.,  Mes- 
srs. A.  M.  Dupuy,  W  F.  Taylor,  C.  H.  Wiley,  W.  M.  Elliott,  A.  G.  Mcllwaine, 
Roger  Martin. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  James  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  to  prepare  a  Pastoral  Letter 
on  the  "religious  instruction  of  the  colored  people,"  asking  to  be  excused  for  their 
failure  to  report  to  this  Assembly ;  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Rev.  R.  Q.  Mdiard, 
the  reasons  given  for  not  reporting  according  to  the  order  of  the  last  As:.c-.ibly 
were  declared  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  Committee  was  continued  with  directions 
to  report  to  the  next  Assembly. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Porter,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence, 
presented  the  following  Report  of  the  Committee  which  was  adopted : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence  respectfully  report  to  the 
Assembly  that  reports  from  only  four  of  the  Presbyteries,  as  required  by  the  ordei 
of  the  Assembly,  have  been  sent  up  to  the  present  meeting,  viz :  from  the  Presby 
teries  of  South  Carolina,  Fayettevilk,  South  Alabama,  and  West  Hanover.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  Committee  find  themselves  wanting  in  the  materials  out  ol 
which  to  li-ame  their  own  report,  so  as  to  meet  the  direct  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment. It  may  be  well,  however,  brief  y  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  and 
of  th?.  Presbyteries  to  the  order  of  the  Assembly,  on  this  subject,  to  the  purpose 
for  whi  jh  it  was  adopted,  and  to  the  means  designed  to  be  employed  to  accomplish 
it. 

The  fact  that  so  few  reports  on  this  subject  have  been  made  to  the  present  As 
sembly  is,  no  doubt,  owing  chiefly  to  the  present  condition  of  our  country.     But 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  duties  required  of  the  Presbyteries  in  regard  to  the 
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matter  have,   to  some   extent,   passed  out  of  their  minds,  and   need  to  he  again 
brought  to  their  notice,  and  urged  upon  their  attention. 

The  Assembly  of  1854  adopted  a  paper  testifying  to  the  Christian  obligation  cf 
regular  systematic  contributions  to  the  various  objects  of  christian  benevolence, 
and  to  the  importance  of  instituting  in  every  church  some  well  ordered  plan  by 
which  these  objects  should  be  brought  before  the  people,  and  an  opportunity  given 
to  them  to  make  such  contributions.  Every  Presbytery  was  directed  annually  at 
its  sessions  immediately  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  to  make  inquiry  as 
to  the  performance  of  these  duties  in  its  general  character,  and  to  report  to  the 
Assembly  the  results  of  that  inquiry.  Those  reports  were  to  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence,  by  whom  a  general  view  of  the 
facts  for  exhibition  was  to  be  presented  to  the  Assembly,  and  through  that  body  to 
the  Church  at  large,  with  the  recommendation  of  such  further  action  as  might  seem 
to  he  required. 

It  thus  appears  that  a  method  was  adopted  designed  to  keep  this  great  important 
duty  of  a  christian  people  before  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  churches,  and  to  se- 
cure, in  some  measure,  the  prompt  and  regular  performance  of  it  throughout  our 
bounds.  First  of  all  the  obligation  of  alms-giving  was  set  forth  as  secretly  binding 
on  all  individual  christians,  and  that  not  by  an  impulsive,  irregular  and  uncertain 
charity,  but  on  some  regular,  methodical,  systematized  and  well  digested  plan. 
Without  prescribing  any  particular  scheme  as  the  best  for  all  our  congregations,  it 
was  made  the  duty  of  the  pastors  and  church  sessions  to  take  due  care  that  some 
plan  for  the  purpose  should  he  adopted  and  put  in  operation.  The  Presbyteries 
having  the  immediate  supervision  of  pastors  and  churches  were  enjoined  to  inquire 
as  to  their  diligent  attention  to  this  duty,  and  report  annually  to  the  Assembly  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  and  the  Churches  under  their  care  have  fulfilled  the 
obligations. 
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Imperfectly  and  partially  as  these  requirements  have  been  complied  with, 
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have,  no  doubt,  already  accomplished  a  vast  amount  of  good.  The  duty  of  a 
christian  to  honor  the  Lord  with  his  substance,  to  serve  God  with  his  money,  to 
contribute  a  goodly  portion  of  his  earthly  possessions,  to  promote  the  kingdom  of 
his  Divine  Master,  and  to  do  good  to  his  fellow  men,  has  become  clear  to  many  of 
our  people,  more  generally  and  promptly  recognised,  more  cheerfully  and  strongly 
felt.  They  have  begun  to  be  delivered  from  their  narrow  and  little  and  low  ideas 
of  what  they  were  accustomed  to  call  charity,  and  to  apprehend  the  duty  of  alms- 
giving as  also  a  precious  privilege,  and  a  lofty,  holy  act  of  worship,  whereby  the 
believing  soul  recognises  Him  who  is  Lord  and  possessor  of  itself  and  of  all  it  has, 
and  offers  to  Him  a  tribute  and  an  homage  from  the  heart. 

And  the  Committee  believe  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  instruct  the  people  prop- 
erly on  this  subject — to  get  clearly  before  them  the  principles  so  ably  developed  in 
the  discussions  and  reports  had  in  previous  Assemblies  concerning  it,  and  to  carry 
out  fully  on  the  part  of  Church  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  requirements  referred 
to,  to  secure  the  most  abundant  and  delightful  results.  But  to  this  end  great  pa- 
tience and  perseverance,  and  earnest  diligence  are  needed.  Line  must  be  upon  line 
and  precept  upon  precept.  Delay  and  difficulty,  and  toil  and  disappointment  must 
not  discourage  us.  We  must  have  faith — faith  in  God  that  He  will  bless  our  eiforts 
— faith  in  the  power  of  truth,  that  faithfully  testifies  it  will  prevail,  and  faith  in 
our  christian  people,  that  they  will  recognise  their  duty  when  it  is  clearly  set  be- 
fore them.  We  need  to  have  courage  to  tell  men  the  truth,  and  declare  unto  them 
the  whole  counsel  of  God,  whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear. 
And  for  all  this  we  greatly  need  the  abundant  grace  of  the  Spirit,  with  light  and 
power  in  our  souls.  .•* 

The  reports  which  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  furnish  gratifying  evi- 
dence of  the  attention  of  the  Presbyteries  from  which  they  come  to  this  matter, 
and  of  the  success  which  has  followed  their  efforts.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt- 
hut  that  similar  diligence  on  the  part  of  other  Presbyteries  would  be  accompanied 
with  like  happy  results.  The  Committee  would,  therefore,  in  conclusion,  recom- 
mend to  the  Assembly  that  the  standing  order  on  this  subject  should  be  again  urged 
upon  the  the  notice  of  the  Presbyteries,  and  that  they  be  earnestly  exhorted  to  ful- 
fil the  duties  it  requires. 
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A  communication  from  W.  F.  C.  Gregory  was  presented  by  the  Moderator,  sta- 
ting that  a  charter  for  the  Assembly's  Board  of  Trustees  had  been  refused  by  the 
State,  of  Virginia,  in  the  form  of  bill  prepared  and  sanctioned  by  the  last  General 
Assembly. 

Mr.  A.  1>.  Cooper  moved  that  the  subject  of  obtaining  a  Charter  be  referred  to 
the  Judicial  Committee;  when,  on  motion  ol  Dr.  McBryde,  this  motion  was  laid 
upon  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  him  to  offer  the  following  substitute: 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  ascertained  that  difficulties  lie  in  the  way  of  obtaining  Charters 
for  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  the  several  States,  as  contemplated  by  the  last  General 
Assembly,  and  only  one  report  has  been  received  by  the  Committees  appointed  to 
procure  said  charters,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  said  Committees  be  requested  to  investigate  the  matter  thoroughly 
and  report  to  the  next  Assembly. 

This  substitute  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Baird,  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

The  Moderator  appointed  upon  this  Committee,  Dr.  Ley  burn,  Dr.  Baird,  Dr. 
McBryde,  W  Yv"  Pharr,  A.  B.  Cooper,  E.  Phlegar,  R.  A.  Y/are,  N.  S.  Graham. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  G.  R.  Foster,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday 
morning  at  9  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  John  F  Baker. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half  nour  in  prayer,  reading  the  Sci'iptures 
and  singing. 

Rev.  James  N.  Carothers,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of 
South  Carolina,  reported  the  following  Minute  which  was  adopted: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  South  Caro- 
lina report,  recommending  their  approval  to  page  124,  with  the  following  exception: 
That  on  page  119,  there  are  certain  resolutions  not  of  the  Synod  as  such,  but  of  "a 
convocation  of  christian  gentlemen,"  which  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  found  as  a 
portion  of  the  doings  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Judicatory. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  "W.  A.  Campbell,  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  South 
Carolina  was  allowed  to  append  a  note  to  the  Minutes  of  that  body  as  explanatory 
of  the  matter  objected  to. 

The  order  of  the  day,  viz :  the  election  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  sev- 
eral Executive  Committees  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  called  for  by  the  Moder- 
ator, whereupon  the  nominees  on  Foreign  Missions,  as  previously  named,  (see  page 
8,)  were  unanimously  chosen  to  act  for  the  Assembly  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  to  enable  the  Standing  Committee  on  Do- 
mestic Missions  to  present  its  report. 

Rev.  J.  TV  Pratt,  from  said  Committee,  read  this  Report  to  the  Assembly.  Its 
resolutions  ffere  amended  and  adopted,  and  pending  the  consideration  of  the  Pre- 
amble, it  wastf  on  motion,  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Committee,  to  which  was 
added  Rev.  C.  ft.  "Wilson. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  resumed,  and  the  nominees  previously  made  by 
the  respective  Standing  Committees  on  Domestic  Missions,  Education  and  Publica- 
tion i  see  page  9,)  were  unanimously  chosen  for  the  'officers  and  members  of  the 
Executive  Committees  of  said  branches  of  the  Assembly's  service  for  the  ensuing 
year. 
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Rev.  J.  O.  Lindsay,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
presented  the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  General  Assembly  need  scarcely  re-assert  its  earnest  desire  to  cultivate 
friendly  relations  with  Churches  professing  the  same  doctrines,  and  practising  the 
same  polity.  The  unity  of  God's  people  is  not  only  a  reality,  but  it  is  of  the  high- 
est importance  that  this  unity  should  be  manifested  to  the  world.  "Where  this  is 
not  practicable  this  Assembly  is  ready  to  do  all  that  is  consistent  with  truth 
to  promote  peace,  and  hopes  that  the  charity  which  is  the  "  bond  of  perfectness  " 
will  ever  characterize  its  intercourse  with  other  ecclesiastical  bodies. 

There  has  not  been  time  to  receive  a  response  from  the  Churches  to  which  fra- 
ternal correspondence  was  tendered  by  the  last  Assembly,  which  no  doubt  accounts 
for  the  fact  that  no  delegate  is  present  at  this  Assembly. 

Some  of  these  Churches  meet  in  their  highest  Judicatories  during  the  present 
month  and  the  remainder  at  a  later  period  in.  the  year.  It  is  proposed  to  appoint 
new  delegates  to  the  first  class  for  next  year,  and  to  continue  in  the  other  cla^s  the 
appointments  made  by  the  last  Assembly. 

'  The  following  aro  the  delegates  proposed  tc  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church:  J.  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  Principal,  ffm.  J.  Hoge,  P.D.,  alternate;  to  the  Gen 
eral  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterians,  Piof.  R,  S.  Gladney  Principal, 
J.  0.  Stedman,  D.D.,  Alternate  ;  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  the  South,  Rev.  David  Wills,  Principal,  and  D.  McXeil  Turner,  D.D.,  x\lternate  ; 
to  the  German  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  R.  11.  Morrison,  D.D.,  Principal, 
Rev.  D.  A.  Penick,  Alternate ;  to  the  Convention  of  Independent  Presbyterians, 
Rev  "Wm.  Banks,  Principal,  and  Rev.  A.  A.  James,  Alternate. 

Cn  motion  of  Dr.  Baird  it  was  ordered  that  the  following  Minute  of  the  last 
Ge;"  ;ril  Assembly  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  for  revisal  : 

"On  motion  of  Judge  Swayne,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz :  Re- 
solved, That  the  second  section  of  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  Form  of  Government 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended,  by  adding  the  following  words  :  'They  shall 
not  indulge  in  the  discussion  of  questions  of  State,  or  party  politics,  or  ccntravert- 
ed  questions  pertaining  to  civil  government  and  policy.'  " 

Rev.  C.  K.  Caldwell,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  presented  the 

Report  of  the  Committee,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  report  that  no  official  documents  from 
the  Executive  Committee  have  been  received,*  and  therefore  are  unable  to  make 
any  definite  statements  relative  to  the  operations  of  this  branch  of  our  work.  The 
Committee,  however,  are  convinced  by  evidence  from  private  sources  that  zealous 
and  partially  successful  efforts  have  been  made  to  procure  funds  and  materials 
wherewith  to  put  the  Publication  enterprise  into  vigorous  operation. 

1.  JResohed,  That  this  Aosembly  reiterates  its  deep  conviction  of  the  importance, 
practicability,  and  necessity  of  the  scheme  of  Publication  intimated  by  the  last 
Assembly — a  hand-maid  of  the  ministry,  and  an  essential  instrument  of  dissemina- 
ting religious  truth  among  the  masses. 

2.  That  the  great  demand  for  religious  tracts,  for  circulation  in  our  army,  make 
it  incumbent  on  the  Executive  Committee  to  use  immediately  all  necessary  availa- 
ble means  in  meeting  this  demand. 

3.  That  the  Committee  be  authorised  to  change  temporarily  the  locality  of  their 
operations,  in  case  the  invasion  of  the  foe  may  render  this  change  necessary. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Reports  of  the  several  Executive  Committees  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix. 

Dr.  Baird,  from  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  Ministers  and 
members  of  our  churches,  and  the  youth  of  our  congregations  in  the  army  of  the 
(,  onfederacy,  reported  a  letter  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Assembly. 

*  The  official  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Publication,  having  been  unavoidably  delayed,  was  received 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly,  and  willbe  found  in  the  Appendix.—  (rerm.  Clerk.) 
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and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Leyburn,  was  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Publication,  with  directions  that  it  be  published  as  a  circular  for  dis- 
ti'bution  among  the  classes  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  and  that  it  be  also  published 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes. 

Rev.  J.  11.  Anderson  from  the  Committee  on  Education  presented  the  Committee's 
Re,-.oiT,  which  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  any  re- 
port or  papers  from  the  Executive  Committee  on  Education,  and  the  absence  of  the 
Secretary  from  the  Sessions  of  this  body,  we  are  unable  to  report  anything   in  ref- 
erence to  the  progress  of  the  Committee  in  their  important  work.     After  the  full 
deliverance  of  the  last  General  Assembly  on  the  subject  it  would  seem  to  be  scarcely 
jiecessary  that  tlrs  Assembly  should  stop  to  give  its  testimony  in  favor  of  an  edu- 
cated Ministry,  and  the  consequent  duty  of  the  Church  to  endeavor  by  her  prayers 
and  contributions  to  secure  this  end.     Zion  should  never  forget  that  according  to 
the  gracious  dispensations  of  her  divine  King  the  gospel  is  not  only  to  be  preached 
to  the  poor,  but  also  by  the  poor.     And  it  is  worthy  of  remark  and  devout  thanks- 
giving that  our  blessed  Saviour  has  been  pleased  to  signify  his  approval  of  th.s 
de  :ntment  of  our  work,  by  making  many   of  our  beneficiaries  eminently  useful 
Ministers  of  His  glorious  gospel.    Encouraged  by  the  past,  and  looking  hopefully 
to  the  future,  we  are  persuaded  our  Church  will  endeavor  to  meet  the  tremendous 
responsibilities  which  are  being  devolved  upon  her,  by  the  most  earnest  efforts  to 
secure  and  maintain  a  pious  and  learned  Ministry.     To  stand  in  her  lot  in  her  day, 
and  to  fulfil  the  lofty  mission  which  seems  designed  for  her  by  her  glorious  Head 
largely  increased  liberality  to  the  cause  of  Education  will  be  demanded  of  her. 
May  we  not  hope  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  this  will  be  fully  realised  ?  When 
thousands  who  have  no  sons  to  give  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry,  will  feel 
it  to  be  a  duty  and  glorious  privilege  to  educate  at  their  individual  expease,  gifted 
and  pious  young  men  whom  God  may  be  pleased  to  call  to  this  work  ? 
Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolutions : 
Resolved,  1.  That  this  General  Assembly,  instead  of  the  first  "Wednesday  in  De- 
cember, as  designated  by  the  last  Assembly,  appoint  the  last  Thursday  of  February 
next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  special-prayer  for  the  youth  assembled  in  our  va- 
rious Schools,   Colleges  and  Seminaries,  and  for  all  the  baptised  children  of  the 
Church — that  God  would  be  pleased  to  pour  out  His  Spirit  upon  them  and  sanctify 
them  to  the  blessed  work  of  making  His  way  known  upon  the  earth — His  saving 
health  amongst  all  nations.     And  further  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  the 
Churches  under  the  care  of  this  Assembly  to  take  up  a  collection  on  that  day,  in 
aid  of  the  cause  of  Education. 

Resolved,  2.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Churches  under  the  care  of  this  As- 
sembly to  offer  special  prayer  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  every  month  for  all  our  bap- 
tised young  men  now  in  the  army — that  God  would  preserve  them  from  all  evil  and 
make  them  faithful  to  the  Captain  of  their  salvation. 

Rev.  D.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  Georgia, 
reported  that  said  Record  be  approved  as  far  as  written.     Adopted. 

Rev.  H.  R.  Raymond  offered  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committees  of  Education  and  Foreign  Missions  be 
authorised  (as  has  been  done  in  the  cases  of  the  Executive  Committees  of  Domestic 
Missions  and  Publication,)  to  make  such  temporary  changes  in  their  location  as  the 
disturbed  state  of  our  country  may  seem  to  demand ;  also,  all  needful  arrangements 
for  the  security  and  transmission  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  them. 

Rev.  J.  L.  Girardeau  reported  the  Narrative,  which  was  adopted  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes,  and  to  be  read  from  the  pulpits  of  all 
our  Churches— (see  Appendix.) 

The  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock.  Closed  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Chapman. 
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MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  4  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Eev.  G.  A.  Eussell. 

Dr.  Leyburn,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing Overture  (No.  4,)  from  the  Presbytery  of  Memphis,  and  the  proposed  answer 
to  it : 

Overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Memphis  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 

"  On  motion  Presbytery  resolved  to  overture  the  General  Assembly  to  declare  us 
the  meaning  of  Art.  2d,  Chapter  15,  of  Form  of  Government,  that  in  the  election 
of  a  Pastor  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  who  is  not  a  member  in  regular 
standing  of  the  Church  in  which  the  election  tabes  place." 

The  Committee  recommend  that  this  Overture  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Eevision.     Adopted. 
Dr.  Leyburn  also  submitted  Overture  No.  5,  as  follows : 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Tuscaloosa, 
in  session  atEutaw,  April  4,  1862: 

"  The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz  :  Pesolred,  That  we  Overture  the 
General  Assembly  to  memorialise  the  Congress,  or  the  President  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States  to  require  our  military  officers  to  have  the  Sabbath  respected  and  ob- 
served as  a  day  of  rest  and  religious  exercises. 

C.  A.  Stillman,  Stated  Clerk." 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  following  letter  be  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly,  signed  by  the  Moderator,  in  behalf  of  this  body,  and  forwarded  to  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Montgomery,  May,  1862. 
To  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  : 

Sir : — The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  venture  to  address  your  excellency  in  reference  to-  the  desecra- 
tion of  the  Sabbath  in  our  armies.  In  comlnon  with  very  many  of  our  fVlow-cit- 
izens,  we  have  been  deeply  pained  at  the  prevailing  disregard  of  an  institution 
which  lies  at  the  foundation,  not  only  of  Christianity,  but  of  morality  as  well.  The 
God  who  ordained  the  Sabbath  is  that  God  to  whom  we  are  accustomed  to  appeal 
for  the  justice  of  our  cause — upon  whom  we  are  calling  for  that  help  which  alone 
can  a  vail  to  bring  our  country  successfully  and  triumphantly  through  the  present 
great  struggle.  How  can  we  hope  for  God's  blessing,  or  consistently  ask  it,  when 
we  are  deliberately  and  habitually  setting  aside,  and  treating  with  contempt  that 
which  He  has  enjoined  upon  us  to  remember  and  keep  holy.  Surely  never  could 
circumstances  more  imperiously  call  upon  us,  as  a  people,  to  put  away  every  thing 
which  might  be  displeasing  to  that  Great  Being  on  whose  favor  we  are  so  utterly 
dependent ;  and  do  not  our  soldiers  and  officers  eminently  require  the  salutary  in- 
fluence of  the  Sabbath  amid  the  manifold  temptations  of  the  camp,  and  the  tierce 
perils  of  the  battle-field  ? 

The  Assembly  have  learned  with  regret  that  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  military 
arrangements  of  the  Sabbath  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  seriously  to  interfere  with 
the  observance  of  public  worship. 

The  General  Assembly  would,  therefore,  respectfully  request  your  excellency  to 
use  your  influence  and  authority  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  to  do  away 
with  dress  parades,  inspections,  reviewals,  or  unnecessary  movements  of  troops  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  also  to  see  fhat  the  officers  shall  not  interfere  with  the  observance 
of  religious  services,  but  on  the  contrary,  afford  all  proper  facilities  for  the  same. 

The  uniform  interest  manifested  by  your  Excellency  in  all  that  pertains  to  Chris- 
tianity, leads  us  to  hope  that  a  matter  of  such  moment  will  secure  the  attention  it 
merits.  Let  us  remember  that  "righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,"  and  that  God 
has  declared  that  they  that  honor  Him  will  be  honored,  whilst  they  that  despise 
Him  shall  be  lightly  esteemed. 
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With  earnest  prayer  to  God  that  he  will  grant  you,  dear  sir,  wisdom  and  grace 
for  your  exalted  and  responsible  station  in  these  dark  and  troublous  times,  and  with 
great  respect.  We  are,  (fee. 

Overture  No.  6  was  also  submitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  with  its 
answer,  as  follows  : 

Orerturcof  the  Iresbytery  of  East  Alabama  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  Confederate   States  of  America,  in  session  at  Montgom- 
ery, May  1,   1802  : 
Presbytery  requests  that  our  Form  of  Government,  Chap.  10,  Sec.  4,  md  Chap. 
11,  Soc.  1,  be  so  changed  that  each  of  those  Churches,  two  or  more  of  which  arc 
associated  together  in  one  Pastorate  shall  be  entitled  to  a  representative  in  Synod 
and  Presbytery. 
By  order  of  the  Presbvtery  of  East  Alabama,  Oct,  19,  1862. 

G.  R.  Fostek,  S.  C. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  this  Overture  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
vision.    Adopted. 
Dr.  Leyburn  also  submitted  the  following  : 

Overture  Xo.  6  of  the  last  General  Assembly  referred  to  this  Assembly  having 
been  referred  to  this  Committee,  the  Committee  recommend  the  following  action  : 

Resolved,  That  Overture  No.  6  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1861,  found  <n  p.  <S0 
of  the  printed  Minutes,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisiou.      Adopted. 

The  following  Minute  was  also  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Over- 
ture, and  adopted: 

Tliu  resolution  of  Judge  Swayne,on  p.  9  of  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  hist  Assem- 
bly, having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  the  Committee 
recommend  the  following  action  : 

Resolc-O;  That  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  that  Minute  does  not  correctly 
record  cho  decision  of  the  Assembly,  the  Stated  and  Permanent  Clerks  be  directed 
to  correspond  with  Judge  Swayne,  and  such  other  parties  as  may  be  able  to  give 
the  necessary  information,  and  report  the  result  to  the  next  Assembly. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  substitute  offered  by  Dr. 
McBryde  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Cooper,  touching  the  subject  of  Charters, 
reported  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  se- 
cure all  necessary  information  as  to  the  forms  of  Charters,  and  the  conditions  of 
securing  them  in  the  several  States  where  they  may  be  required,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  next  General  Assembly ;  and  also  that  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
last  Assembly  be  requested  to  report  the  result  of  their  efforts  to  this  Committee. 

The  Moderator  appointed  upon  this  Committee: — Rev.  E.  T.  Baird,  D.D.,  Rev. 
John  Leyburn,  D.D.,  Rev.  R.  S.  Gladney,  Judge  A.  H.  Handy,  and  Wm.  P.  Webb. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  made  a  final  report  through  Rev. 
J.  W  Pratt,  its  Chairman,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  whole  report  of  this  Com- 
mittee is  as  follows: 

The  Standing  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions  respectfully  present  the  follow- 
ing Report: 

We  have  received  from  the  Executive  Committee  their  Records,  and  the  Reports 
of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 

The  By-Laws  adopted  for  the  Government  of  the  Committee  are  eminently  judi- 
cious, and  we  recommend  their  approval.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  having 
been  already  audited,  needs  no  remarks  from  us. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  shows  that  this  Committee,  although  they  have 
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been  laboring  for  the  short  period  of  only  three  months,  had  begun  to  render'  im- 
portune service  to  the  Church.  There  can  he  no  doubt  that  hut  for  the  impedi- 
ments thrown  in  the  way  by  the  invasion  of  our  country  and  other  embarrassments 
•..ects;oned  by  the  war,  this  Committee  would  have  been  able  to  accomplish  such 
results  in  die  field  of  Missionary  enterprise  as  would  have  demonstrated  to  the 
Cbr.rch  the  wisdom  of  the  Assembly  in  establishing  this  Agency  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  w  ^rk  of  Missions  in  the  waste  places  of  our  land. 

The  late  disasters  which  have  befallen  our  national  arms  have  placed  the  officers 
and  members  of  this  Committee  in  a  peculiar  and  painful  position.  The  city  of 
Xesv-Orleans,  where  the  Committee  reside,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
.Secretary  is  separated  from  the  other  members  of  this  Committee.  At  first  sight 
it  might  appear  expedient  to  discontinue,  for  the  present,  an  agency  whose  opera- 
tions arc  so  hampered,  but  upon  the  maturest  reflection  your  Committee  are  unan- 
imoas  in.  the  opinion  that  the  work  should  go  on.  If  we  cannot  do  all,  let  us  do  all 
that  we  can.  ii  God  has,  in  His  Providence,  shut  up  some  of  the  doors  of  entrance 
for  the  Gospel.  Ave  firmly  believe  that  He  w.ill  open  others,  and  that  in  His  good 
time  our  Church  will  he  honored  in  the  performance  of  a  ghjrious  wort  for  Him 
amidst  all  the  necessities,  at?iictions,'distres=es  and  tumults  ol  the  present  evil  days. 
"  The  work  of  God  is  not  bound, "  though  Paul  be  in  chains. 

it  is  with  such  views  of  our  position  and  duty  that  the  Committee  have  been  led 
to  iiu>ui:\.  what  it;  the  work  which  the  Ik  ecntive  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions 
can  do  ;  and  in  addition  to  the  field  of  labor  to  which  it  is  designated,  your  Com- 
mittee Lave  thought  that  the  Secretary  of  Domestic  Missions  might  act  as  an  in- 
strument or  communication  between  those  who  are  fitted  to  occupy  the  position  of 
Chaplains  in  the  army,  and  the  authorities  of  the  Government  who  appoint  the 
Chaplains.  Thousands  of  our  youth  are  now  connected  with  the  army,  and  there 
is  no  field  for  Home  Missions  more  important  than  this.  Of  course  the  method  by 
which  the  [Secretary  could  secure  a  provision  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  people 
ia  the  army  cannot  be  dictated  to  him  in  the  form  of  specific  instructions,  still  your 
Comm'ttee  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
destitution"  of  our  army  as  constituting  a  portion  of  the  charge  committed  to  their 
s  .'icitude  and  care. 

In  conclusion  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

He-ioJr.ed,  That  the  Secretary  of  Domestic  Missions  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ised to  select  any  place  of  temporary  residence  in  the  Confederate  States  where,  in 
his  judgment  he  can  best  accomplish  the  work  which  he  is  commissioned  to  per- 
forn.;  and  whenever  the  Secretary  shall  determine  his  temporary  location,  the 
three  nearest  Ministers  shall  be  associated  with  him  as  a  committee,  ad  interim, 
with  which  they  shall  associate  three  laymen  as  integral  members  thereof,  and,  for 
tho  time  being,  the  whole  of  the  powers  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  de- 
volve on  the  Committee,  ad  interim.  This  Committee,  moreover,  shall  be  author- 
Led  to  appoint  a  Treasurer,  pro  ton.  In  case  the  Secretary  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  change  his  location  again,  he  shall  be  clothed  with  like  power. 

Revoked,  That  the  Secretary  he,  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to  do  all  that  he  ay 
judge  expedient  to  secure  the  appointment  of  suitable  chaplains  in  our  army,  using 
personal  efforts  with  the  authorities  of  the  Government,  but  in  all  cases,  wherever 
practicable,  conferring  with  the  Presbyteries  as  to  the  selection  of  the  candidates 
for  the  office. 

Eev.  James  iST.  Carothers,  temporary  Treasurer  of  the  Assembly,  submitted  a  Ee- 
port  which  was  received  and  approved. 

The  subject  of  the  assessment  of  the  Presbyteries  for  contingent  expenses  of  the 
General  Assembly  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 

Eev.  TV  W.  Pharr,  from  the  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries,  presented  the 
following  Eeport,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  on  Theological  Seminaries,  to  whom  was  also  referred 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Thornwell,  woald  report:     While  the  Seminary  at  Columbia  is 
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ot  formally  under  our  guardian  care,  for  the  want  of  time  to  consummate  arrange - 
tents  to  bring  about  this  result — we  rejoice  at  the  continued  and  increasing  evi- 
encc  that  the  smiles  of  Zion's  King  are  resting  upon  this  School  of  the  Prophets, 
he  hearts  of  the  Professors  have  been  cheered,  and  their  hands  have  been 
■rengthencd  by  the  encouraging  numbers  that  have  been  connected  with  the  In- 
vitation during  the  last  session.  It  is  a  matter  of  devout  thankfulness  to  the  great 
lead  of  the  Church  that  he  has  awakened  desires  in  the  bosoms  of  a  large  class  of 
romisiug  young  men,  soon  to  be  Licentiates,  to  select  our  army  as  containing  the 
bjects  of  their  first  love,  and  the  scenes  of  their  first  ministerial  labor.  From 
Fnion  Theological  Seminary  no  report  has  come  into  the  hands  of  the  CoMimittee. 
'his  arises  not  from  any  neglect  of  duty  or  want  of  attention,  on  the  part  or'  the 
[anngers  of  this  institution,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  time  for  the  animal  meeting 
f  the  Directors  has  not  yet  arrived. 

in  the  absence  of  any  official  documents  on  which  to  base  a  Report,  the  I'oin- 
littee  think  that  the  Assembly  may,  with  propriety,  express  a  unanimous  opinion 
i  favor  of  liberally  sustaining  our  Theological  Seminaries  during  these  days  of 
Lobulation;  also  in  favor  of  our  candidates  for  the  Ministry,  under  ordinary  cir- 
mnstanccs  prosecuting  their  studies,  with  unmolested  diligence,  through  thc-e 
roublous  times — until  by  the  skillful  use  of  spiritual  weapons  they  are  prepared  for 
ride  fields  of  usefulness  as  pastors  in  our  vacant  churches — as  missionaries  In  our 
estitute  fields,  or  as  chaplains  in  our  army  We  distinctly  recognise  the  right  of 
lie  State  to  claim  the  services  of  any,  or  all  her  citizens,  in  this  the  time  'of  her 
eed.  We  also  acknowledge  it  as  a  high  privilege,  as  well  as  a  plain  duty,  for  our 
oople  to  pledge  to  each  other,  and  the  government  of  their  choice,  their  lives,  their 
jrtuuos  and  their  sacred  honor,  in  united  efforts  to  drive  back  the  invaders  of  our 
oil,  and  the  enemies  of  our  institutions.  Yet  when  and  where  this  necessity  due.- 
of  exist,  we  think  that  our  candidates  can  better  serve  their  generation,  and  d<> 
lore  i'oi  the'.r  country,  by  diligently  preparing  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  on  Overture  No.  1,  was,  on 
iiistiou,  taken  up  from  the  docket  and  the  answer  to  it  adopted.  The  Overture 
,nd  the  .i.iswer  a;-c  as  follows,  and  the  Memorial  below  referred  to  was  ordered  to 
>c  placed  or.  file  : 

/.Vw/rc'.',  That  this  Presbytery  send  up  to  the  General  Assembly  the  following 
)verture,  viz  : 

That  the  General  Assembly  would  take  proper  measures  to  ascertain  and  keep 
tself  informed  whether  or  not  the  Bible  Society  of  the  Confederate  States  publish- 
s,  or  will  publish  the  word  of  God  pure  and  entire,  and  in  case  it  does,  and  atlbrds 
lifiicient  assurance  that  it  will  continue  so  to  do,  that  the  Assembly  adopt  that 
Society  as  its  organ  for  publishing  and  circulating  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  enjoin 
ipon  the  Ministers  and  Churches  tinder  its  care  to  support  it  by  regular  annual 
:ontributions,  and  require  such  contributions  to  be  reported  by  the  Presbyteries, 
md  exhibited  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly. 

Hesolced,  That  this  Presbytery  send  also  a  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
avor  of  the  above  Overture. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  action  on  this  Overture  : 
Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  has  heard  with  much  gratification  of  the 
organization  of  the  Bible  Society  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  cordially  recom- 
ne  id  it  to  the  favor  and  patronage  of  our  Churches  and  people. 

Rev.  II.  R.  Raymond,  from  the  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence,  reported  that 
no  leave  had  been  granted,  and  none  asked. 

A.  B.  Cooper,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  presented  the  following 
tieport,  which  was  adopted: 

The  Finance  Committee  report,  that  in  order  to  meet  the  neccssar\-  expenses  <>t 
the  Assembly,  and  to  raise  a  Contingent  fund,  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the 
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assessments  made  by  the  last  General  Assembly  upon  each  of  the  Presbyteries. 
They  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  uniform  rule  touching 
the  distribution  and  sale  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly,  and  for  this  purpose  they 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Ji&iOivcd,  That  the  several  Presbyteries  be  assessed  in  the  same  amounts  as  by 
the  last  General  Assembly. 

BcHcUed,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  shall  demand  and  receive  the  sum  of  fifty  cents 
for  each  copy  of  the  Minutes  from  every  person  who  wishes  a  copy  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  Th-r,  the  money  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Assembly 
with  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  Minutes,  shall  constitute  a  contingent 
fund  out  of  which  the  Stated  Clerk  is  hereby  instructed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  this 
Assembly,  and  any  debts  of  the  last  Assembly  which  may  be  justly  due. 

On  motion   of  P.ev.  A.   G.  Hughes,  the  Stated  Clerk  was  directed  to  have  only 
one  thousan'd  copies  of  the  Minutes  published. 
On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Anderson,  it  was 

Rewired,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  be  tendered  to  the  people  of  Mont- 
gomery for  their  cordial  and  abundant  hospitality,  and  that  the  Pastor  of  this 
Church  be  requested  to  convey  these  thanks  to  those  for  whom  they  are   intended. 

On  motion  of  liev.  W   V   Pharr,  it  was 

Jl<soh\'d \  That  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  be  presented  to  those  Churches  of 
this  city  whose  pulpits  have  been  opened  to  the  members  of  this  body  for  preaching. 

II,  was  then,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  be  dissolved,  and  that  another  General  Assembly 
chosjn  in  the  same  manner,  be  required  to  meet  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
citv  of  Columbia,  S.  C.  (or  wherever  else  the  Moderator  of  this  Assembly  may 
authorise  the  Stated  and  Permanent  Clerks  to  convene  it,)  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
May,  1303,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Closed  with  singing,  prayer  and  the  apostolic  benediction. 

JOSEPH  K.  WILSOX. 
E.  T.  BAIRD,  Permanent  Cleek. 

Acting  Stated  Cleijk. 
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NARRATIVE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION, 

i    THE    BOUNDS    OF    THE    GENERAL    ASSEMBLY    OF    THE    PRESBYTERIAN  ClIl'Kl  H  IN    THE 

CONFEDERATE     STATES     OF     AMERICA: ADDRESSED     TO     THE     CHURO'IES    I'NDER    IT.-. 

i'AP.E. 

It  is  but  a  few  months  since  the  first  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
ihurch  in  the  Confederate  States  was  organized,  and  our  Zion  was  equipped  for  her 
reat  and  distinctive  work.  We  desire  at  this,  our  second  meeting  to  render  devout 
ianksgiving  to  our  Divine  Lord  and  Head  for  the  abundant  favor  which  He  has 
lanifested  to  our  Church  in  entering  upon  that  new  and  solemn  path  of  our  duty 
)  which  His  Providence  has  so  clearly  pointed  her.  Having,  as  she  conceived,  a 
►ivino  call  to  set  up  her  banners  as  an  independent  organization,  she  has  not  been 
estitute  of  the  Divine  blessing  in  obeying  it,  and,  we  trust,  will  be  yet  more  and 
lore  richly  endowed  for  prosecuting  as  well  the  enterprises  peculiarly  entrusted  to 
er,  as  the  general  labors  which  are  assigned  to  every  Church  of  the  Redeemer. 

We  have  to  regret  that  in  consequence  of  the  distracted  condition  of  the  conn- 
■y,  comparatively  few  reports  of  our  Presbyteries  touching  the  state  of  religion  in 
iieir  bounds  have  come  up  to  us,  and  that,  therefore,  our  opportunity  of  forming  an 
stimate  of  the  condition  of  our  Churches  is  somewhat  limited.  All  the  Preshvtc- 
ies  which  have  reported  dwell  upon  the  absorbing  topic  of  the  war  in  which  we 
re  now  engaged,  and  the  influence  exerted  by  it  upon  the  religious  interests  and 
fforts  of  the  Church.  In  tracing  the  religious  history  of  the  past  few  months, 
larked  by  events  so  extraordinary,  many  facts  of  profound  interest  claim  consid- 
ration ;  but  in  a  paper  like  this  it  is  possible  only  to  glance  at  some  of  the  most 
iteresting  and  impor*  ant.     We  notice 

I.  The  relation  < >f  our  Congregations  to  the  great  struggle  in  tnhieh  ire  are  engage!. 
ill  of  the  Presbyterial  Narratives,  without  exception,  mention  the  fact  that  their 
ongregations  have  evinced  the  most  cordial  sympathy  Wi.h  the  people  of  the  Con- 
ederate  States  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  their  cherished  rights  and  institutions 
.gainst  the  despotic  power  which  is  attempting  to  crush  them.  Deeply  convinced 
hat  this  struggle  is  not  alone  for  civil  rights,  and  property,  and  home,  but  al>o  for 
eligion,  for  the  Church,  for  the  Gospel,  and  for  existence  itself,  the  Churches  in  our 
onnection  have  freely  contributed  to  its  prosecution  of  their  substance,  their 
irayers  and,  above  all,  of  their  members  and  the  beloved  youth  of  their  congrega- 
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tions.  They  have  parted,  without  a  murmur,  withtho.se  who  constitute  the  hope 
of  rlie  Church,  and  have  bidden  them  go  forth  to  the  support  of  this  great  and  sa- 
cred cause,  with  their  benedictions,  and  with  their  supplications  for  their  protection 
and  success.  The  Assembly  desires  to  record,  with  its  solemn  approval,  this  iV'ct  of 
the  unanimity  of  our  people  in  supporting  a  contest  to  which  religion,  as  well  as 
patriotism  now  summons  the  citizens  of  this  county,  and  to  implore  for  them  the 
blessing  of  God  in  the  course  which  they  are  now  pursuing. 

In  this  connection  we  would  notice  the  fact  that  some  of  our  Ministers  have  en- 
tered the  army  as  chaplains,  or  in  the  joint  capacity  of  chaplains  and  soldiers,  and 
are  discharging  a  most  important  and  useful  office  in  this  relation.  One  of  these — 
a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of  South  Alabama— is  now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  another,  Eev.  Dabney  Can-  Harrison— a  member  of  the  Presbytery 
of  East  Hanover— a  chaplain  and  an  officer,  fell  mortally  wounded  while  lefid'ngjbis 
men  in  one  of  the  bloodiest  battles  fought  in  this  war.  His  name  will  be  enbalmed 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  and  will  be  held  in  veneration  by  the  Church  of 
which  he  was  an  ornament. 

"We  were  prepared  to  expect  from  the  existing  state  of  things  that  the  Xa'tatives 
would  evince  the  fact  that  the  minds  of  christians  are,  to  some  extent,  diverted  by 
this  absorbing  subject  from  their  purely  spiritual  relations  and  duties.  And  while 
this  expectation  has  in  part  been  fulfilled,  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  evil  has  :mt 
been  permitted  to  assume  the  disastrous  proportions  suggested  by  our  fears.  This 
leads  us,  in  the  next  place,  to  advert  to 

II.    The  Spiritual  condition  of  the  Churches  as  affected  l>/  the  tear 

1.  The  fact  that  the  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace,  particularly  by  the  young, 
is  in  a  great  measure  diminished,  while  showing  that  the  material  to  be  affected  by 
the  direct  influences  of  the  sanctuary  is  lessened,  should  not  be  regarded  as  discour- 
aging, as  it  proves  that  what  may  be  deleterious  to  the  interests  of  particular  con- 
gregations is  beneficial  to  the  country  and  to  the  church  at  large.  It  could  not  be 
desired  that  in  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed  a  different  state  of  things 
should  prevail.  "What  at  first  sight,  therefore,  appears  to  militate  against  the  pros- 
perity of  the  churches,  we  cannot  but  regard  as  evincing  the  christian  patriotism 
of  our  people,  and  as  furnishing  a  powerful  incentive  to  the  exercise  of  iaiorussory 
prayer  in  behalf  of  kindred  and  friends  exposed  to  the  perils  of  camp  life  and  iiq 
dangers  of  battle.  "We  are  constrained,  however,  to  cell  the  attention  of  the 
Uhurche-.  to  the  fact  mentioned  by  some  of  the  Presbyteries  that,  the  absorbing  in- 
terest of  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  contending  for  everything  dear  to  men.  is 
having  some  influence  in  lessening  in  the  minds  of  God's  people  a  sense  of  *he°r 
spiritual  obligations;  and  we  would  implore  our  brethren  not  even  in  the  p'-e  out, 
extremity  to  break  their  sympathy  with  that  subject  which  should  lie  neare- 1  thar 
hearts — the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 

?■.  "We  observe,  with  unfeigned  sorrow,  the  fact  reported  byr  some  of  our  Presby- 
teries that  not  a  few  congregations  have  been  entirely  disDanded,  and  their  mem- 
bers driven  from  their  sanctuaries  and  their  homes,  as  refugees  seeking  an  asylum 
among  strangers.  The  Assembly  would  assure  these  afflicted  brethren  of  the'r  cor- 
dial sympathy  with  them  under  these  trials,  and  would  commend  them  most  affec- 
tionately to  the  care  of  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  Souls.  "We  invoke  in  behalf  of 
these  sufferers  the  sympathies  and  the  prayers  of  the  entire  Church. 

:>.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  and  with  gratitude  to  God,  we  learn  thai  in  almost 
all  our  churches  religious  services,  notwithstanding  the  troubled  state  ot  the  times, 
have  been  regularly  maintained,  and  that  there  has  been  a  greater  disposition  than 
formerly  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  remained  at  home,  to  honor  the  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel,  and  to  attend  upon  the  ministrations  of  the  sanctuary. 

-k  "We  are  rejoiced  to  know  that  Prayer-meetings  have  been  very  much  mnlt'plied 
in  the  bound?  of  our  congregations,  and  that  a  spirit  of  fervent  and  i?uportunate 
prayer  has  been  poured  out  upon  our  people.  The  Head  of  the  Church  evidently 
appears  to  use  the  present  afflicted  condition  of  His  people  as  a  means  for  inciting 
them  to  the  discharge  of  this  all-important,  but  ordinarily  too  much  neglected  duty. 
We  would  express  our  earnest  desire  that  these  meetings  for  prayer  may  be  contin- 
ued without  abatement,  as  we  cannot  hut  feel  that  upon  the  supplic  ttions  of  Christ's 
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people  rest  the  surest  hope  of  the  interposition  of  a  merciful  Providence  in  behalf 
of  an  afflicted  church  and  country. 

5.  We  have  been  cheered  by  the  fact  mentioned  by  many  of  tho  Presby- 
teries that  the  trials  to  which  the  people  of  God  are  now  subjected  have  been 
manifestly  sanctified  to  their  growth  in  grace.  We  perceive  with  joy  and 
gratitude,  in  this  striking  fact,  a  proof  of  the  vitality  of  the  religion  of  our 
Churches,  and  the  absence  of  that  tendency  to  defection  from  Christ  and  apotaey 
from  the  Gospel  which  is  to  be  dreaded  as  the  sorest  curse  which  could,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  God,  befal  us.  We  derive,  too,  from  this  fact,  the  soul-cheering  conviction 
that  though  our  sins  are  great,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  our  Master  to  forsake  us. 
The  storm  rages,  the  night  is  dark,  but  Jesus  walks  upon  the  tempestuous  floods. 
We  hear  His  voice,  and  trust  that  in  His  own  good  time  He  will  speak  the  word 
which  winds  and  seas  obey,  and  which  stills  the  angry  strife  of  nations.  We  ex- 
hort the  churches  to  consider  that  the  administration  of  Providence  is  committed 
to  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  to  hope  and  pray  that  He  would  employ  these 
painful  dispensations  still  more  conspicuously  for  developing  the  graces  and  stimu- 
lating the  zeal  of  His  people. 

6.  Though  comparatively  few  of  our  churches  are  reported  as  having  enjoyed 
seasons  of  unusual  revival,  we  have  cause  for  gratitude  to  God  that  He  lias  vouch- 
safed to  some  of  them  the  refreshing  grace  of  His  Spirit  in  a  remarkable  degree.  The 
Presbytery  of  South  Alabama  mentions  the  fact  that  one  of  its  largest  Churches — 
the  Government  street  Church  in  Mobile — has  enjoyed  such  a  blessing  during  the 
whole  of  the  past  winter,  and  that  many  souls  have  been  gathered  there  into  the 
fold  of  Christ.  The  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville  states  that  a  like  blessing  has  been 
experienced  by  several  of  its  churches.  The  Presbytery  of  Georgia  states  that  u 
special  work  of  grace  in  one  of  its  congregations  was  under  God  attributable  di- 
rectly to  the  afflictive  influence  of  the  war;  and  the  Presbytery  of  Lexington,  lying 
in  the  very  track  of  the  enemy's  armies,  reports  that  there  have  been  many  con- 
versions of  its  young  men  while  in  the  army,  and  that  some  of  them  have,  on  re- 
turning home  for  a  season,  united  themselves  to  the  church.  These  facts,  at  a  time 
like  the  present,  demand  special  thanksgiving,  and  afford  strong  encouragement  to 
all  our  Ministers  and  churches  to  labor  and  pray  in  the  conviction  that  the  Lord  Christ, 
is  yet  dispensing  His  gifts  to  the  church,  and  that  "  the  still,  small  voice  "  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  not  hushed  by  the  clamors  of  strife  and  the  thunders  of  war. 

7.  We  would  not  omit  the  mention  of  the  fact  that  amidst  the  commotions  of 
this  sanguinary  struggle,  harmony  and  peace  have  prevailed  throughout  our  Zion, 
and  that  there  has  been  an  almost  entire  absence  of  litigious  and  schismatic  tenden- 
cies from  the  churches.  We  observe  with  pleasure,  too,  that  a  common  exigency 
has  been  the  means  of  drawing  together,  in  closer  bonds  of  union,  the  people  of 
Christ  of  diiferent  denominations.  Union  Prayer  meetings  are  held  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Confederacy.  The  latent  affinities  of  Christ's  peo- 
ple of  different  folds  are  thus  brought  out.  and  while  they  see  eye  to  eye,  they  real- 
ise the  answer  to  the  Saviour's  prayer  for  an  union  of  all  believers  akin  to  that 
which  binds  Him  to  His  Father. 

III.  Efforts  to  extend  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 

1.  We  were  not  unprepared  to  learn  that  the  heavy  drain  upon  our  congregations 
for  the  support  of  the  war  has,  to  some  extent,  diminished  the  amount  raised  by 
collectionyfor  benevolent  objects.  Some  of  the  Presbyteries  report  this  as  the  ac- 
tual result  of  the  prcont  state  of  things.  We  cannot,  however,  but  regard  the 
means  so  **pended  a  >  contributed,  under  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  our 
present  case,  to  the  conservation  of  the  interests  of  Christ's  Kingdom,  and  the  fu- 
ture welfare  of  His  Church  in  this  land.  We  do  not,  therefore,  feel  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  lament  this  fact  as  evidencing  delinquency  on  the  part  of  the  church- 
es in  the  discharge  of  christian  obligations.  Others  of  the  Presbyteries  report  that 
notwithstanding  the  unusual  pressure  upon  their  churches,  the  collection-!  for  spir- 
itual purposes  have  not  been  lessened,  and  in  some  cases  have  even  been  increased. 
For  this  we  are  thankful,  and  we  would  remind  our  people  in  this  time  of  hardship 
in  our  financial  affairs,  of  the  example  of  the  Macedonian  churches,  which  out  of 
their  deep  poverty  and  distress  abounded  in  the  grace  of  beneficence  aud  the  fruits 
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of  charity.  Nearly  all  the  Presbyteries  which  have  been  heard  from  report  that 
the  usual  collections  for  benevolent  purposes  are  regularly  made.  This  is  as  it 
should  be.  Let  the  system  be  preserved  unbroken  and  opportunities  be  regularly 
presented  to  the  people  of  God  for  the  contribution  of  their  substance  to  the  treas- 
ury of  the  Lord.  Let  us  continue  to  do  our  duty,  even  amidst  difficulties,  and  trust 
in  God  for  the  supply  of  our  temporal  needs. 

2.  Our  hearts  have  been  cheered  by  the  report  of  the  success  which  has  attend- 
ed our  Foreign  Missionary  operations.  Our  church  has  been  baptised  in  her  infan- 
cy with  the  spirit  of  Missions,  and  will,  we  trust,  fulfil  the  high  vocation  wherewith 
the  Master  calls  her  to  a  work  which  lies  so  near  His  heart.  The  liberality  mani- 
fested by  our  Church  in  this  great  cause,  notwithstanding  the  stringency  of  the 
times,  and  the  fact  that  so  many  doors  of  access  to  the  heathen  world  are  now 
closed  against  her,  is  strong  proof  of  such  a  vocation,  and  suggests  the  hope  that 
the  circumstances  which  now  repress  this  divinely  implanted  spirit  will  be  provi- 
dentially removed,  so  that  she  may  be  enabled,  untrammelled,  to  address  herself  to 
the  relief  of  the  necessities  of  a  dying  world. 

3.  We  rejoice  to  hear  that  most  of  our  Presbyteries  are  more  and  more  rousing 
up  their  energies  to  take  hold  of  the  great  work  of  Domestic  Missions,  bat  we  re- 
gret that  owing  to  the  assault  of  the  enemy  upon  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  and  die 
consequent  removal  of  its  seat  of  operations,  the  Assembly's  Committee  are  embar- 
rassed in  the  prosecution  of  their  plans.  We  hope,  however,  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  this  difficulty  will,  in  the  good  providence  of  God  be  taken  out  of  the 
way. 

4.  Nearly  all  the  Presbyteries  make  special  mention  of  the  fact  that  religious  in- 
struction is  faithfully  imparted  to  the  colored  people.  We  cannot  but  rejoice  at 
this  intelligence.  The  great  and  startling  fact  that  about  four  millions  of  souls  are 
immediately  dependent  on  the  Church,  in  these  Confederate  States,  for  all  that  they 
can  know  of  Christ  and  His  salvation,  and  that  if  that  church  neglects  them,  none 
other  can  impart  this  essential  knowledge,  and  they  must  be  doomed  to  go  down  to 
the  pit  at  our  own  doors : — this,  surely,  is  enough  to  incite  us  to  a  diligent  and 
faithful  cultivation  of  this  field.  We  have  the  motives  to  the  discharge  of  a  great 
Missionary  work  springing  from  the  bosom  of  every  family,  and  the  camVsof  every 
plantacion.  The  Assembly  would  solemnly  exhort  all  its  Ministers,  office  hearers, 
and  church  members  to  gird  themselves  afresh  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  woik 
which  none  hut  they  can  do. 

5.  Although  our  churches  have  been  depleted  so  largely  of  their  yor.tg  men  rnd 
their  male  teachers  by  the  demands  of  the  war,  we  are  gratified  to  learn  chat  SaV 
bath  Schools  and  Bible  classes  are  almost  universally  maintained,  and  we  would  re- 
cord it  to  the  praise  of  the  pious  women  of  our  Churches,  not  a  few,  that  they  I. ax 
hastened  to  repair  the  defect  in  the  number  of  teachers,  and  are  ncbly  exciting 
themselves  to  keep  alive  these  institutions  for  the  impartation  of  christian  know- 
ledge to  the  young. 

In  conclusion,  the  Assembly  renders  hearty  thanks  to  the  glorious  Redeemer  for 
all  the  tokens  of  His  favor  which  alleviate  the  affliction  of  our  churches  in  this 
day  of  calamity  ;  and  would  affectionately  commend  the  people  under  its  care  to 
God  and  to  the  word  of  His  grace  which  is  able  to  build  them  up,  and  to  give  them 
an  inheritance  among  all  them  that  are  sanctified — exhorting  them  to  continue  in 
the  steadfast  discharge  of  their  patriotic  and  christian  duties,  in  the  hope  that  as 
this  country  enwraps  in  its  bosom  the  Church  of  Christ— not  abandoned  in  judg- 
ment, to  apostasy  from  its  Head — the  prayers  of  that  Church  will  he  anwercd  in 
mercy,  and  that  God  will,  in  His  own  way,  and  in  His  own  time,  so  reveal  His  de- 
livering arm  as  forever  to  engrave  the  lessons  of  His  goodness  and  grace  upon  the 
heart  of  a  people  redeemed  from  bondage  and  rescued  from  ruin. 


<T_ 


1862.]  DOMESTIC   MISSIONS.  25 

REPORT  OF  THE  -EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  DOMES- 
TIC MISSIONS  TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

The  Executive  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions  are  not  able  to  report  any  con- 
siderable progress  in  the  work  entrusted  to  their  management.  As  their  fis- 
cal year  closed  the  31st  of  March,  operations  included  in  this  Keport  embrace  but 
three  months.  On  the  31st  December  the  Committee  held  its  first  meeting  and  was 
organised  by  the  election  of  its  officers,  and  early  in  January  the  Secretary  appoint- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly  reached  New-Orleans  and  cLterednpon  his  duties.  A 
circular  was  immediately  issued,  addressed  to  all  the  pastors  in  our  connection,  so- 
liciting their  co-operation  and  that  of  their  churches ;  but  up  to  the  present  time 
this  appeal  has  not  been  responded  to  as  generally  and  herrtily  as  could  have  been 
desired.  This  apparent  backwardness  in  helping  forward  the  Church's  chosen 
agency  is,  no  doubt,  owing,  in  a  large  measure,  to  the  troubles  of  the  times,  and  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  country.  The  minds  of  the  people  are  occupied  with 
the  distressing  and  sanguinary  contest  in  which  we  are  called  to  contend  for  our 
liberties,  our  property,  the  sanctity  of  our  homes,  and  all  that  we  hold  dear.  Large 
numbers  of  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  contribute  most  liberally  are  en- 
listed in  the  army,  and  doing  battle  for  their  country,  whilst  the  resources  of  our 
entire  population,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  seriously  curtailed.  The  difficulty, 
real  or  supposed,  of  transmitting  funds  to  so  great  a  distance  at  this  time — the  un- 
certainty in  some  minds  m  to  the  result  of  the  enemy's  threatened  attack  on  New- 
Orleans,  and  the  delay,  always  more  or  less  incident  to  forming  new  arrangements, 
may  also  account,  in  some  measure,  for  the  failure  in  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
churches  promptly  to  do  their  part  in  this  great  work.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  very 
soon  all  obstacles  may  be  removed,  and  that  we  may  be  cheered  by  the  spectacle 
of  the  whole  church  uniting  its  energies  for  the  extension  of  ics  borders,  and  for 
building  up  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  in  all  the  waste  places  of  the  land. 

The  number  of  Missionaries  in  commission  at  the  organization  of  the  Committee 
was  thirty-seven.  Of  these  nine  have  not  applied  for  re-commissions,  and  four  ne  ,v 
commissions  have  been  issued,  leaving  the  number  at  present  in  service  thirty-two. 
The  total  number  in  service,  during  any  part  of  the  three  months,  was  forty  This 
statement  will,  at  once,  show  that  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  Missionaries  with- 
in the  bounds  of  our  Church  have  become  connected  with  this  Committee.  The 
number  in  the  States  of  the  Confederacy,  when  acting  nnder  the  old  Board  having 
bcti.,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Several  applications  have  been  received  from  destitute  fields  for  Missionaries, 
and  the  Committee  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Theological  Seminaries 
at  Columbia  and  Prince  Edward,  and  are  led  to  expect  that  the  graduating  classes 
of  these  Institutions  will  furnish  the  means  of  supplying  these  wants,  and  probably, 
other  destitutions  as  wall. 

The  forty  Missionaries  who  have  been  in  commission  have  been  distributed  as 
follows:  Texas,  10;  Louisiana,  10;  Mississippi,  9 ;  Arkansas,  7;  Alabama,  3,  and 
Tennessee,  1.  With  the  exception  of  the  last  mentioned,  these  fields,  it  will  be 
seen  are  confined  to  the  bounds  of  the  late  South-western  Advisory  Committee.  The 
M's^ionary  in  Tennessee  had  been  connected  with  the  old  Board's  Louisville  Com- 
mittee, until  cutoff  by  the  political  changes  of  the  country. 

The  Treasurer's  Report,  herewith  submitted,  includes  the  five  months  since  the 
dissolution  of  the  South-western  Advisory  Committee,  up  to  March  31st.  The  re- 
ceipts have  been  $0,099.18,  which,  with  $2,885.47  handed  over  by  that  Committee, 
makes  a  total  of  $8,984.65.  The  disbursements  have  been  $4,745.52,  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  31st,  of  $4,239.13.  This  balance  will  be  absorbed 
in  a  few  months  by  appropriations  falling  due  to  the  Missionaries,  and,  indeed,  un- 
less the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  during  the  summer  should  exceed  what  may  ordi- 
narily be  expected,  it  is  not  improbable  that  there  may  be  a  deficiency  to  meet  cur- 
rent demands.  In  the  limited  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  uncertainty/of 
the  times,  the  Committee  have  felt  compelled  to  proceed  with  great  caution.  Many 
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of  the  commissions  issued  have  been  but  for  six  months,  and  in  some  cases  the  ap- 
propriations have  been  reduced.  The  reduction  of  the  Missionaries'  salaries,  at 
such  a  time,  however,  is  a  measure  the  Committee  are  reluctant  to  resort  to.  The 
compensation  of  these  faithful  and  self-denying  brethren  is  inadequate  at  best,  and 
now,  when  the  ordinary  receipts  from  the  congregations  are  diminished,  and  the 
prices  of  living  are  so  much  enhanced,  they  more  than  ever  need  the  assistance  of 
the  Church  at  large.  Many  of  them  report  to  us  that  the  salaries  promised  them 
have  either  been  curtailed,  or  remain,  in  great  part,  unpaid,  so  that  they  are  seri- 
ously straitened  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  They  are  living  in  the  most  frugal 
manner,  scarcely  able  to  provide  for  themselves  and  their  families  the  plainest 
clothing,  and  the  simplest  food.  Even  what  are  usually  regarded  the  necessaries 
of  life  have  become,  to  a  considerable  extent,  rare  luxuries  to  them.  The  patient 
suffering  of  these  brethren,  in  these  trying  circumstances,  is  worthy  of  all  commen- 
dation, and  loudly  appeals  to  the  Church  to  come  to  their  aid.  Hoveve/  unmur- 
muringly  they  may  endure  the  hardships  of  their  lot,  it  is  not  right  that  they  should 
be  subjected  to  unnecessary  privation.  They  are  faithfully  doing  the  most  difficult 
and  self-denying  work  for  the  Church,  aud  the  Church  should  see  to  it  that  they  do 
not  suffer  want. 

The  reports  of  the  Missionaries  almost  uniformly  speak  of  the  deleterious  effects 
of  the  war  in  thinning  their  flocks,  weakening  their  effective  force,  and  absorbing 
the  minds  oi  the  people.  Piety  is  too  often  languishing,  and  the  cause  of  Christ 
is,  in  a  measure,  worsted  in  its  progress.  In  some  cases,  happily,  the  prevailing 
troubles  have. had  the  contrary  effect — humbling  the  people  of  God,  and  making 
them,  more  than  ever,  feel  the  value  of  that  refuge  and  sti  ength  which  can  avail 
in  every  emergenoy.  Some  of  the  Missionaries  report,  n»uch  to  the  gratification  of 
the  Committee,  encouraging  labors  amongst  that  most  needy,  and  too  much  neglec- 
ted class,  our  colored  population. 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  of  the  times,  and  the  heavy  demands  up- 
on our  afflicted  country,  your  Committee  feel  assured  that  the  funds  for  this  and 
every  other  department  of  the  Church's  benevolent  operations,  would  be  fully  ade- 
quate to  every  reasonable  demand,  were  all  our  congregations  to  carry  into  effect 
the  plan  of  systematic  contributions.  The  realization  of  the  idea  of  every  church- 
member  giving  according  as  God  hath  prospered  him,  is  vital  to  the  successful  pros- 
ecution of  the  work  of  expansion  and  aggression.  Could  our  new-born  Church 
but  carry  out  this  Scriptural  principle  of  benevolence,  it  would  at  once,  in  her  in- 
fancy, crown  her  with  honor,  and  would  illumine  her  future  with  the  most  cheering 
prospects.  The  Committee  cannot  but  hope  that  our  pastors  and  church-sessions, 
may'be  led  speedily  to  see  and  to  do  their  duty  in  this  particular,  and  that  the 
General  Assembly,  and  all  the  inferior  judicatories  may  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  best  adapted  to  hasten  on  the  desired  consummation. 

In  this  connection  the  Committee  would  also  call  attention  to  the  importance  of 
the  observance  in  all  the  Churches  of  a  monthly  concert  of  prayer  in  behalf  of 
Domestic  Missions.  Surely  this  cause  demands  the  united  prayers  of  God's  people, 
and  if,  with  their  supplications,  contributions  were  united  the  most  happy  results 
might  be  anticipated. 

It  has  already  been  intimated  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  various 
sections  of  the  Church  have  been  very  unequal.  The  following  are  the  amounts 
contributed  from  the  several  Synods : 

From  the  Synod  of  Mississippi,  $3,768.65  ;  Synod  of  Virginia,  $847.91 ;  Synod 
of  Georgia,  $470.66  ;  Synod  of  Memphis,  $311.66  ;  Synod  of  Arkansas,  $266  ;  Sy- 
nod of  Texas,  $83.30  ;  Synod  of  Alabama,  $65  ;  Synod  of  Nashville,  $10;  Synod 
of  South  Carolina,  $5.  From  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  nothing  has  been  re- 
ceived. It  will  thus  be  seen  that  during  the  three  months  since  the  Committee's 
organization,  $3,768.65,  or  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  receipts,  have  come 
from  the  Synod  of  Mississippi.  It  is  clear  that  if  this  Committee  is  to  fulfil  the 
idea  for  which  it  was  designed,  as  the  agency  for  the  whole  Church,  there  must  be 
a  more  general  and  uniform  co-operation.  It  is  hardly  fair,  however,  to  take  this 
incipient  period  of  the  organization  as  a  criterion  of  a  more  established  and  more 
auspicious  future,  and  the  present  statements  are  made  not  in  the  way  of  rebuke, 
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but  rather  as  a  stimulus  to  hasten  on  and  rally  the  churches  promptly  to  take  hold 
of  the  great  work. 

The  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  interests  entrusted  to  this  Commit- 
tee can  scarcely  lie  exaggerated.  They  embrace,  to  a  great  extent,  the  aggres- 
sive work  of  the  Church  in  this  land,  as  well  as  the  sustentation  of  feeble 
churches  already  organised.  The  field  is  vast — the  destitution  lamentable.  Our  Con- 
federacy covers  about  JviO.oOO  square  miles,  with  a  population  of  some  8,000,000 
of  whites,  and  4.000,000  of  blacks.  Among  these  are  large  numbers  who  never 
hear  th>'  Gospel  from  the  lips  of  a  Presbyterian  minister,  nor  indeed  from  Ministers 
of  auy  denomination.  Church  members  of  our  own  connection  whose  lot  has  been 
cast  in  new  and  destitute  neighborhoods  are  blessed  with  no  stated  means  of  grace 
for  themselves  and  their  families.  Our  scattered  sheep  re  wandering  in  the  wil- 
derness, without  any  one  to  care  for  them.  And  when  peace  shall  once  more  have 
been  restored  to  our  suffering  country,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  a  fresh  tide  of  po- 
pulation will  set  in.  Then,  too,  the  impediments  which  have  heretofore  restrained 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  colored  race,!  whose  lot  is  cast  among  us,  will  be  removed 
so  that  in  all  probability  there  will  be  facilities  of  access  to  that  part  of  our  popu- 
lation never  before  enjoyed.  This  wide  and  needy  field  among  the  blacks  brings 
claims  of  paramount  importance  to  the  sympathies  and  toils  of  the  Southern 
Church,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  from  it  a  rich  harvest  is  to  be  gathered  in  com- 
ing years.  Providence  has  opened  to  us  a  vast  missionary  work  at  our  own  doors; 
and  one  altogether  peculiar,  and  at  the  same  time  peculiar  in  encouragements.  To 
the  Church  of  the  South  the  welfare  of  this  race  is  committed  as  a  sacred  trust, 
and  it  behoves  her  to  see  that  she  is  faithful  to  the  obligations  it  imposes. 

The  close  of  our  national  conflict,  and  the  establishment  of  our  independence 
will  also  call  for  incre^d  zeal  and  activity  upon  the  part  of  the  Church  in  order 
to  counteract  that  demoralization  which  always  follows  in  the  train  of  war.  Those 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  young  men,  now  in  our  armies,  are  the  hope  of  our 
country.  Many  of  them  will  die  in  the  hospital,  or  on  the  bloody  field,  but  the 
gr.T.tiv  part  of  them  will  return  to  their  homes,  and  to  them  the  nation  and  the 
Maxrcii,  alike,  must  look  for  the  coining  time. 

To  a  nation  just  entering  on  its  young  life,  the  moral  character  notonly  of  those 
v.  !io  sii  in  its  high  places,  but  of  its  population  at  large,  is  of  the  very  first  impor- 
tance. Upon  this  must  depend  her  future — whether  it  shall  be  for  glory  or  for 
shrme.  Unfortunately  for  our  young  republic,  her  young  men  are  now  in  a  most 
unfriendly  school  for  morals.  Kemoved  from  their  homes,  and  from  the  religious 
restraints  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed,  and  encompassed  with  sin  in  its 
ProUr.n  forrrs,  it  would  be  well  nigh  a  miracle  if  they  should  escape  the  fell  influ- 
ence of  con  uption.  Already  it  is  probable  that  intemperance  has  slain  more  of 
our  brave  soldiers  than  has  the  sword  of  the  enemy.  Profanity  and  Sabbath 
break'ng  have  prevailed  to  an  appalling  extent.  The  probable  influence  of  this 
most  important  portion  of  our  population,  when  after  months  or  years  of  such 
training,  they  shall  have  returned  to  their  homes,  cannot  but  Qv.rker  the  i/.ost  se- 
rious apprehensions.  Sad,  indeed,  would  it  be,  if  in  addition  to  tnc  injuries  suffer- 
ed in  all  the  material  interests  of  our  country,  wo  should  also  be  overrun  by  a  mor- 
al desolation.  The  only  safeguard  against  a  calamity  so  appalling  is  to  spread  far 
ami  wide  the  influences  of  the  Gospel.  The  Church  must  steadfastly  set  herself 
n>  arrest  and  roll  back  the  threatening  tide  of  evil,  by  holding  forth  more  exten- 
sively and  energetically  than  ever  before,  the  word  of  life.  She  must  prove  her- 
self iho  leaven  to  leaven  the  whole  lump — she  must  be  the  salt  to  purify  the  mass. 
And  in  view  of  the  bright  future  for  our  young  republic,  which  breaks  out  through 
the  dirk  clouds  which  environ  the  present,  the  Church  should  gird  herself  for  an 
o.iward  march,  that  she  may  lend  her  beneficent  aid  in  elevating  and  sanctifying  our 
whole  population — that  this  Confederacy  may  prove  at  once,  the  stronghold  of  lib- 
er y  aud  of  piety,  that  we  may  have  thrt  lighteousness  which  exalteth  a  nation — 
that  ■;;<?.  may  be  that  happy  people  whose  (rod  is  the  Lord. 

( 'hurch  J'h'tiitaioit. 
To  this  Committee,  the  General  Assembly  also  entrusted  the  work  of  Church 
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Extension.  A  circular  was  issued  calling  the  attention  of  the  Churches  to  the 
subject.  The  receipts  for  this  object  to  March  31st,  were  $172.20.  Applications 
for  aid  have  been  received,  but  as  the  amount  on  hand  was  too  small  to  meet  them, 
no  appropriation  has  as  yet  been  made. 


FIRST   REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE     OF    PUBLICA- 
TION TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

In  presenting  this  their  first  Report  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  Confederate  States,  the  Committee  of  Publication  have  to  regret  that 
it  should  exhibit  so  little  progress  in  the  great  work  entrusted  to  their  hands.  As 
early  as  it  was  practicable  to  do  so  the  Committee  were  convened,  and  made  such 
arrangements  as  were  in  their  power  for  entering  upon  their  appropriate  duties. 
No  funds  were  in  the  Treasury  and  no  paper  in  possession  with  which  to  commence 
the  business  of  publishing  such  productions  as  might  be  deeded  most  immediately 
necessary.  An  appeal  was  at  once  made  to  our  Churches,  and  in  a  little  while  the 
Committee  were  furnished  with  a  sum  sufficient  to  print  catechisms  and  tracts  more 
specidly  suited  for  the  soldiers  of  our  army.  It  was  their  purpose  also  to  publish 
the  Sabbath  School  paper  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Just  here  at  the  threshold  all  attempts  to  proceed  were  met  by  an  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacle.  The  scarcity  of  paper  had  become  so  great  that  none  could  be 
procured  for  our  purpose  in  Virginia,  at  any  price ;  contracts  with  the  Confeder- 
ate and  State  Governments,  and  with  political  journals  of  wide  circulation  having 
entirely  exhausted  all  the  supplies  which  could  be  furnished  from  this  State.  With- 
out entering  into  tedious  details,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  not  until  within  a  few  days 
past  could  any  certain  expectation  be  entertained  of  securing  it  elsewhere,  though 
at  double  the  cost  paid  a  year  ago.  As  soon  as  obtained  the  work  will  be  prosecu- 
ted as  far  as  practicable. 

With  regard  to  the  Sabbath  School  paper  some  explanation  may  be  proper.  Such 
publications  having  been  heretofore  copiously  illustrated  by  engravings,  efforts  were 
made  to  procure  them  in  Eichmond.  But  owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  best 
engravers  here  were  fully  engaged  by  the  Confederate  Government,  and  many 
called  to  the  army,  these  efforts  were  unavailing.  Arrangements  were  subsequent- 
ly made  with  the  Publishing  House  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Nashville 
which  promised  satisfactory  results,  but  they  were  entirely  frustrated  by  the  -polit- 
ical misfortune  befalling  that  city.  But  having  now  obtained  from  a  private  source 
a  small  supply  of  suitable  paper,  the  first  number  of  this  periodical  Avill  be  issued 
early  this  month,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Children's  Friend."  It  is  judged  better 
upon  the  whole,  to  establish  it,  though  for  a  time,  at  least,  without  the  advantages 
of  illustrations,  than  to  abandon,  or  postpone  it  longer.  The  need  for  something  of 
this  kind  is  greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that  our  Sabbath  Schools  are  now  cut  off 
from  their  usual  supply  of  books.  The  number  of  copies  subscribed  for  is,  at  the 
present  time,  only  2,274,  a  list  far  too  small  for  the  strength,  the  intelligence,  and 
the  piety  of  our  Church.  The  Presbyterian  Board  in  Philadelphia  reached  a  cir- 
culation in  1861,  of  60,000  copies.  Counting  our  Church  at  about  one-third  of  the 
whole  before  the  separation,  and  making  allowance  for  our  more  sparse  population, 
"  The  Children's  Friend"  may  be  reasonably  expected,  under  a  more  favorable  con- 
dition of  public  affairs  to  obtain  a  circulation  of  15,000  copies.  And  surely  an  en- 
terprise with  bearings  so  direct  and  weighty  upon  the  precious  youth  of  our 
Church  and  land  must  engage  the  hearty  support  of  our  people. 
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The  Committee  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the 
fact,  that  in  some  important  points  usually  connected  with  an  enterprise  of  this 
kind,  no  line  of  policy  has  been  marked  out  for  our  guidance. 

1.  Shall  the  enterprise  of  colportage  be  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Committee, 
or  shall  it  be  left  in  the  hands  of  tho  Presbyteries  and  Synods  ? 

2.  What  scheme  is  to  be  adopted  for  securing  an  annual  income?  Some  plan 
must,  of  course,  be  laid  down  as  a  basis  upon  which  to  conduct  the  work,  and 
meet  the  expenses  of  a  publishing  agency.  Shall  the  regular  income  be  derived 
from  the  annual  contributions  of  our  Churches  ?  If  so,  how  shall  resources  be 
provided  for  the  work  of  colportage,  whether  prosecuted  by  Presbyteries,  or  by 
this  Committee? 

Or  shall  onr  income  accrue  from  a  permanent  endowment  ?  This  has  been  the 
course  commonly  pursued  by  other  branches  of  the  Church  engaged  in  a  similar 
work,  and  seems,  therefore,  to  have  the  sanction  of  experience.  Supposing  it 
would,  most  probably  be  the  one  adopted  by  our  own  Church,  the  Committee  have 
ventured  to  invite  benefactions  for  this  purpose.  This  has  been  done  more  especi- 
ally with  a  view  to  establish  in  Richmond  a  Depository  for  supplying  the  Sabbath 
Schools  and  youth  of  our  country.  This  could  be  effected  as  soon  as  the  state  of 
the  country  becomes  settled,  and  we  have  access  to  the  book  markets  of  the  world. 

It  is  the  work  of  many  years  for  a  publishing  house  to  accumulate  a  sufficient 
catalogue  of  its  own  issues,  even  when  provided  with  ample  capital.  With  us  it 
must,  of  necessity^  be  a  much  slower  operation,  as  the  gathering  of  funds  for  such 
a  purpose  must  be  the  work  of  time.  Our  only  effective  mode,  therefore,  of  serv- 
ing our  Southern  Church  at  once,  would  be  to  select  suitable  books  from  every 
available  source.  If  ^publication  should  be  judged  one  of  decided  merit,  it  will 
be  adopted  and  placed  upon  our  catalogue.  This  will  be  a  passport  to  all  who  have 
confidence  in  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly.  Publishers  will,  in  all 
probability,  readily  issue  an  edition  bearing  our  name  and  for  our  special  use.  This 
course  commends  itself  to  our  judgment  in  many  respects.  We  should  not  be 
straitened,  as  the  Presbyterian  Board  was  for  years,  by  confining  our  sales  to  our 
own  issues.  We  should  have  an  unlimited  range  of  selection,  and  we  should  be 
able  to  act  efficiently  within  a  comparatively  short  time.  But  as  the  wants  of  our 
Sabbath  Schools,  and  of  the  youth  of  our  Church  generally  are  foremost  in  mag- 
nitude, our  first  efforts,  it  is  judged,  should  be  directed  that  way.  Two  donations 
of  $500  each,  and  another  of  $50,  have  been  contributed  for  this  object,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  meet  with  a  favorable  and  prompt  co-operation,  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee may  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  establishing  this  Depository  for  our 
Sabbath  Schools  at  the  earliest  opening  of  commerce. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  reasons  why  no  more  general  efforts  have  been 
made  in  behalf  of  a  fund  for  permanent  endowment  are,  first,  because  no  such  pol- 
icy has,  as  yet  been  prescribed ;  and  second,  a  more  cogent  hindrance  arose  from 
the  troubled  condition  of  our  country,  and  the  impossibility  of  raising  money  in 
most  parts  of  it  at  present. 

Owing  mostly  to  the  fact  that  three  members  of  the  Committee  residing  in 
Bichmond  have  been  called  into  the  army,  it  has,  for  some  time  past,  failed  to  se- 
cure the  attendance  of  a  quorum.  We  venture  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly 
that  for  the  present  year,  at  least,  the  number  be  reduced  to  seven,  or  that  if  the 
number  of  eleven  be  retained,  the  quorum  be  fixed  at  five. 

They  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  giving  the  Committee  power  to  supply 
vacancies  ad  interim,  and  of  appointing  a  Treasurer,  in  case  of  resignation  or  death. 
The  resignation  of  Archibald  Boiling,  Esq.,  has  left  the  office,  for  some  time  past, 
vacant. 

The  whole  sum  received  into  the  Treasury  to  the  25th  April  is  five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two  (5,132)  dollars. 

The  several  items  are  as  follows: — Donations  for  Publication,  $3,169.75 ;  for 
Permanent  Fund,  $1,065,00 ;  to  establish  Sabbath  School  paper,  254.00 ;  Amount 
from  subscriptions  to  same,  643.25 — being  a  total  of  $5,132.00. 

The  amount  of  contributions  to  the  Board  of  Publication  from  all  the  Confeder- 
ate States  in  1860,  was  about  $11,538.     It  must  be  manifest  that  this  sum  is  very 
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inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  our  new  enterprise.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted 
that  the  zeal  of  the  people  of  God  will,  under  His  blessing  carry  it  forward  in  due 
time  to  the  attainment  of  the  great  end  for  which  the  scheme  of  publication  was 
created. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN 
MISSIONS  TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

The  Executive  Committee  of  Foreign  Missions  respectfully  report  that  immedi- 
ately after  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  in  December  last,  they  or- 
ganised themselves  as  a  Committee  and  entered  upon  the  work  assigned  them  by 
the  Assembly.  A  room  was  secured  in  Columbia  for  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
and  also  as  a  pine?  of  meeting  for  the  Committee,  and  thus  a  local  and  permanent 
character  has  been  given  to  this  branch  of  the  Church's  Wnevekuoe.  It  will  bo 
borne  in  mind  that  the  Report  now  offered  to  the  Assembly  extends  over  o'Jy  a 
little  more  than  a  third  of  a  year,  and  the  work  it  sets  forth,  therefore,  can  be  re- 
garded as  little  else  than  the  initiation  of  an  enterprise  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
soon  occupy  a  large  place  in  the  heart  ol  the  Church,  and,  with  the  blcs^ii  ;,  of 
God,  make  its  influence  felt  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  earth. 

Finances. 

The  entire  receipts  of  the  Treasurer  from  the  1st  December  to  the  close  of  April, 
including  a  balance  on  hand  of  the  first  named  period  of  $4,507.25,  have  been 
$14,946.33,  showing  an  average  of  $2,087.81  per  month.  The  appropriations  made 
by  the  Committee  for  the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  including  an  arrearage  on 
the  last  year's  account  of  $856.40,  and  including  also  $1,000  for  the  salaries  of 
Southern  Missionaries  in  foreign  parts,  in  case  intelligence  is  received  from  them  in 
the  meantime  to  justify  such  appropriations,  are  $8,725  00. 

The  whole  of  this  amount  has  not  yet  been  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  but  it  is  sup- 
posed that  drafts  to  very  nearly  this  amount  have  already  been  issued,  and  will  be 
presented  for  payment  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

There  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  at  the  present  time  the  sum  of 
$7,248.48,  which  will  be  needed  by  the  first  of  July  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
next  half  year. 

The  contributions  from  the  Churches  are  not  quite  as  large  as  they  have  usually 
been  in  the  corresponding  months  of  previous  years,  but  in  view  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  exhausting  nature  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  involv- 
ed, it  is  an  occasion  of  profound  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  that  our  people  have 
not  been  unmindful  of  the  demands  of  this  great  cause,  and  that  no  important  in- 
terest connected  with  it  has  suffered  from  the  want  of  pecuniary  aid.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  notwithstanding  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country 
and  the  multifarious  demands  made  upon  the  benevolence  of  our  people,  a  number 
of  churches,  as  also  of  individual  members  of  the  churches,  have  contributed  with 
more  than  ordinary  liberality.  One  individual  has  not  only  given  largely  to  the 
support  of  the  Missionaries  among  the  Indians,  but  has  recently  made  an  offer  to 
the  Committee  to  become  responsible  for  the  entire  support  of  the  first  Mission- 
ary they  may  send  to  India  or  China,  including  the  necessary  cost  of  outfit 
and  passage,  which  alone,  he  understands,  would  not  be  less  than  $700.     Surely  it 
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God  i3  awakening  such  t'eelings  in  the  hearts  of  our  people,  He  has  a  great  work 
for  them  to  do  in  instructing  and  saving  the  heathen  nations  of  the  earth. 

Publications. 

Immediately  after  the  Committee  entered  upon  the  work  assigned  them  by  the 
Assembly,  they  addressed  a  circular  to  the  churches  informing  them  of  the  fact, 
and  inviting  their  co-operation  in  this  great  work. 

At  the  same  time,  and  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  three 
thousand  copies  of  the  Secretary's  Report  of  his  visit  to  the  Indian  Missions  were 
printed,  and  have  since  been  circulated  among  the  churches.  The  Committee  have 
thus  far  used  the  weekly  religious  journals  as  the  medium  of  communicating  Mis- 
sionary intelligence  to  the  churches,  and  it  is  their  opinion  that  so  long  as  the  edi- 
tors of  these  papers  are  willing  for  their  columns  to  be  used  in  this  way,  there  will 
be  no  necessity  for  any  other  organ  of  communication  with  the  churches. 

Southern  Missionaries  in  Foreign  Lands. 

The  Committee  regret  to  have  it  to  state  that  they  are  still  without  any  informa- 
tion from  Southern  Missionaries  in  foreign  lands.  Any  letters  these  Missionaries 
may  have  forwarded  by  the  former  channels  of  communication  with  the  South,  have, 
no  doubt,  been  intercepted.  Letters  and  funds  have  been  forwarded  to  them  through 
the  Bank  of  Liverpool,  by  way  of  Tampicoand  the  West  Indies,  but  .his  route  is  so 
circuitous,  both  in  coming  and  going,  that  it  may  be  several  months  yet  before  any 
intelligence  is  received  from  them.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  safely  taken  for 
granted  that  these  christian  brethren  are  faithfully  engaged  in  the  great  work  to 
which  they  have  consecrated  their  lives,  and  they  have  in  their  far  off  and  isolated 
positions,  special  claims  upon  the  sympathies  and  prayers  of  Southern  christians. 

Indian  Missions. 

The  Committee  immediately  after  entering  upon  their  work,  and  upon  appli- 
cation previously  made,  appointed  Eev.  Cyrus  Kingsbury,  D.D.,  Rev.  Messrs.  Cyrus 
Byington,  Ebenezer  Hotchkin,  C.  C.  Copeland,  Oliver  P.  Stark,  Alexander  Reid, 
Pliny  Fisk,  native  preachers,  and  Thomas  Benton,  native  licentiate,  members  of  the 
Choctaw  Mission  :  Rev.  Hamilton  Balentine,  and  Rev.  Allen  Wright,  native  Choc- 
taw preachers,  members  of  the  Chickasaw  Mission:  Rev.  Jno.  Lilley,  of  the  Seminole, 
Rev.  R.  M.  Loughridge,  of  the  Creek,  and  Rev.  S.  Foreman,  native  Cherokee,  of  the 
Cherokee  Mission.  There  are  a  number  of  other  native  preachers  and  licentiates, 
who  were  formerly  engaged  in  the  Missionary  work,  but  who  are  now  in  the  Con- 
federate service,  and  for  whom  no  Missionary  appointments  could  be  made  for  the 
present.  All  those  above  named  have  been  engaged  in  the  Missionary  work  from 
periods  varying  from  five  to  forty  years.  Most  of  them  are  now  known  to  our 
churches,  and  all  of  them,  the  Committee  have  reason  to  believe,  are  true  and 
good  men,  and  are  entitled  to  the  full  confidence  of  the  Churches.  All  of  these 
brethren  have  been  reappointed  to  the  stations  they  have  heretofore  occupied,  ex- 
cept that  Mr.  Copeland,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Provisional 
Committee,  has  been  transferred  to  the  station  at  Wheelock,  and  Mr.  Loughridge  is 
for  the  present  laboring  among  the  Cherokees,  waiting  for  more  quiet  times  to  re- 
turn to  the  Creek  country.  Several  important  stations  remain  unoccupied,  and  the 
interests  of  religion  are  suffering  in  those  places  in  consequence,  but  the  Committee 
in  view  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  war-cloud  has  been  threatening  for  months  past  to  burst  over  the  Indian  country 
itself,  have  not  felt  justified  in  sending  out  any  new  Missionaries  for  the  present. 
The  Missionaries  now  on  the  ground  will  do  all  that  they  can  to  supply  these  defi- 
ciencies, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  God  Himself  shall  open 
a  way  by  which  the  work  may  be  prosecuted  without  let  or  hindrance,  from  any 
source. 

Missionary  Labors,  their  Results,  &c. 

The  Missionaries  and  their  families  have  been  favored  with  health,  and  they  have 
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been  permitted  to  carry  on  their  work  in  peace  and  quietness,  except  so  far  as  the 
people  around  them  have  been  affected  by  the  war  now  raging  throughout  the 
whole  land.     The  Indian  country  at  the  present  time  is  greatly  drained  of  its  male 
population,  it  being  estimated  that  one-sixth  of  the  whole  population  have  either 
already  entered  the  military  service,  or  are  preparing  to  do  so.     If  enlistments  were 
carried  out  in  all  the  Confederate  States  at  the  same  rate  they  would  furuish  an 
army  of  more  than  a  million  of  men.     The  audiences  to  which  our  Missionaries 
preach  are  made  up  mainly  of  women  and  children,  and  such   men  as   are   too 
aged  or  infirm  to  take  the  field.     Mr.   Reid  mentions  that  at  one  of  his  places  of 
preaching  only  two  men  were  left,  one  of  whom  was  blind,  and  the  other  too 
much  burdened  with  the  infirmities  of  age  to  leave  home.     The  attendance  on  the 
part  of  those  remaining  at  home  has  been  unusually  good  at  most  of  the  stations. 
The  want  of  clothing  which  is  becoming  a  serious  inconvenience  in  many  parts  of 
the  country,  lias  diminished  the  attendance  at  a  few  of  the  stations  for  some  months 
past,  and  if  the  war  continues  this  may  become  a  more  serious  hindrance  hercv.^er. 
At  a  number  of  the  stations  among  the  Ohoctaws  there  have  been  gratifying  tokens 
of  the  Spirit's  presence  and  power.     Mr.  Hotchkin  expected  to  receive  to  the  mem- 
bership of  liis  Church,  at  an  approaching  communion,  five  persom  who  had  giv:n 
evidence  of  a  change.     Mr.  Copeland  had  received  five  persons  to  his  Church,  and 
mentions  that  a  number  of  others  were  expected  to  be  received  at  the  next  commu- 
nion.    He  writes:    "  Our  meetings  at  "Wheelock  are  increasing  in  interest.    More 
are  in  attendance,  and  the  attention  given  to  the  word  preached  is  much  better  than 
when  I  first  cave  here.      The  Sabbath  School  is  well  attended,  and  the  weekly 
prayer  meeting  is  not  neglected.     On  the  whole  we  have  reason  to  be  encouraged. 
True  many  of  the  people  are  carried  away  by  the  spirit  of  the  times,  but  Cod  is 
giving  us  some  tokens  of  His  presence."    Mr.  Stark  reports  the  membership  at  Good- 
land  Church  at  two  hundred.     He  writes  :   "  The  number  added  during  the  year 
lias  been  seven — six  on  examination  and  one  by  letter.     There  has  been,  and  -till  is 
a  good  degree  of  seriousness,  and  some  are  indulging  a  hope  that  have  net  yet  been 
received  to  the  communion  of  the  Church.      "We  have  On  Wednesday  afternoon  a 
prayer  meeting,  the  special  object  of  which  is  to  supplicate  God's  blessing  upon  our 
soldiers,  and  upon  our  country."     Mr.  Wright  reports  that  he  had  received  to  tie 
communion  of  one  of  his  churches  among  the  Chickasaws,  eleven  persons  on  pro- 
fession of  their  I'aith  and  had  baptized  as  many  more  children.    Dr.  Kingsbury  reports 
no  accessions  to  his  church  but  reports  other  fruits  of  piety  among  his  people  that  de- 
serve to  bo  recorded.    His  church  members,  though  comparatively  few  in  number*, 
and  poor,  have  nevertheless  contributed  during  the  year  to   various  objects  of  be- 
nevolence, the  sum  of  $105,  of  which  $15  were  from  the  colored  members.    No  very 
recent  letters  have  been  received  from  any  of  the  missionaries  among  the  Seminoles, 
the  Creeks,  or  the  Cherokees.     One  from  Mr.  Balenrine,  of  the  Chickasaw  Mission, 
of  the  18th  March  speaks  of  his  being  actively  engaged  in  his  work,   but  contains 
no  statistical  results  of  his  labors.     No  direct  intelligence  has  been  received  from 
Mr.  Lilley,  of  the  Seminole  Mission,  later  than  the  21st  of  October.     At  that  time 
he  had  just  closed  a  religious  meeting  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  having  been 
assisted  by  Mr.  Loughridge.     The  mail  communication  with  this  station  has  always 
been  unfrequent  and  uncertain;  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  apprehended  that  it  is 
cut  off  altogether.     No  anxiety  is  felt,  however,  about  the  safety  of  Mr.  Lilley,  or 
his  family.    He  is  in  one  day's  travel  of  the  Chickasaw  Mission,  where  he  could 
have  all  the  facilities  of  supplying  the  wants  of  his  family,  that  any  other  Mission- 
aries have.    The  latest  intelligence  from  Mr.  Loughridge  is  of  the  8th  of  February. 
At  that  time  he  was  on  the  point  of  removing  his  family  to  Lee's  Creek,  in  the 
South-western  corner  of  the  Cherokee  country,  or  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  from  Van  Buren,  in  Arkansas,  where  he  expected  to  labor  until  affairs  be- 
came more  settled  in  the  Creek  country.     By  the  same  letter  the  Committee  learned 
that  Mr.  Foreman  had  c:>j  lmenced  his  labors  nearer  the  centre  of  the  Cherokee 
country,  but  no  further  intelligence  has  been  received  on  the  subject. 

Schools. 
As  yet  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  re-establish  any  of  the  boarding  Schools, 
and  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  it  is  deemed  neither  practicable  nor  desira- 
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ble  to  do  so.  Most  of  the  Choctaw  companiss  that  have  gone  to  the  war  are  offi- 
cered by  young  men  who  have  been  educated  at  Spencer  Academy,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  orderly  deportment  of  the  Choctaw  soldiers  is  to  be  ascribed  main- 
ly to  the  influence  of  these  christian  officers.  This  is  another  important  testimony 
to  the  value  of  this  institution,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  wlu-n 
it  will  be  resumed,  to  yield  still  richer  fruit.  Three  day  schools  have  been  carried 
on  since  the  commencement  of  the  year;  one  at  Goodwater,  and  the  other  at 
Wheelock,  and  a  third  at  Living  Land,  all  of  which,  though  carried  on  somewhat 
irregularly,  have  been  productive  of  good.  Others  of  the  same  character,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  be  established  soon,  but  beyond  this  the  Committee  have  no  plan*  of 
education  that  can  be  carried  out  in  the  present  state  of  the  countrv 

The  War  ;  and  its  probable  results  upon  the  Indiaux. 

On  this  subject  there  is  some  diversity  of  views  among  the  Missionaries,  and  at 
the  present  stage  of  public  affairs  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  predict  with  cer- 
tainty what  are  to  be  its  results  either  upon  them  or  ourselves.  The  great  body  of 
the  Indians  are  sorely  perplexed  by  the  strange  and  anomalous  relation  into  which 
they  have  so  suddenly  been  bi ought  to  the  people  of  the  North,  and  especially  is  it 
difficult  for  them  to  understand  how  it  is  that  those  who  have  labored  earnestly  for 
nearly  half  a  century  to  promote  the  cause  of  education,  religion  and  civilization 
among  them,  have  now  drawn  the  sword  to  destroy  them  in  common  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South.  This  is  a  severe  test  of  their  piety,  and  many  of  them,  it  is  prob- 
able, would  have  been  led  into  downright  apostacy  by  it  if  God  in  His  providence  had 
not  retained  among  them  the  older  and  more  experienced  Missionaries  to  sympa- 
thise with  them  and  fortify  their  mihds  against  this  temptation.  It  is  well  known 
that  all  the  Indians  in  the  Southwest,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  Creeks 
and  a  few  straggling  bands  of  Cherokees  and  Seminoles,  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
South  with  much  heartiness  from  the  very  commencement  of  our  troubles,  and  not 
a  few  of  them  have  given  proof  of  their  sincerity  on  more  than  one  battle  field.  The 
first  call  for  volunteers  aroused  much  of  the  war  spirit  among  them  War-songs, 
scalp-danees,  painted-faces,  and  feathered  heads — sights  and  scenes  that  were  scarce- 
ly known  to  the  present  generation — were  revived  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
and,  for  a  time,  it  looked  as  if  the  people  were  about  to  relapse  into  their  former 
savage  condition.  But  these  things  had  but  a  short  and  transient  existence,  ami  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  no  traces  of  them  whatever  could  be  found.  Many- 
have  entered  the  army,  no  doubt,  from  mere  excitement  and  the  love  of  warfare, 
but  the  great  body  of  them,  and  especially  the  members  of  the  Church,  it  is  be- 
lieved, have  been  actuated  purely  by  motives  of  duty  and  patriotism.  Mr.  Stark 
visited  the  Choctaw  regiments  at  their  encampment  in  the  Cherokee  country  the 
latter  part  of  January,  and  gives  a  good  account  of  their  general  deportment,  es- 
pecially of  that  of  the  members  of  the  Church.  He  supposes  there  were  l,C>0(i 
Choctaws  in  the  encampment,  and  about  one-sixth  of  these  were  professing  Chris- 
tians, some  of  whom  were  the  best  and  most  prominent  men  of  the  nation.  He 
writes :  "  Prayer  and  praise  went  up  every  evening  from  around  many  of  the  camp 
tires."  And  he  adds  that  the  captain  of  the  company  with  whom  be  lodged  allow- 
ed no  drinking,  swearing,  gambling  or  Sabbath  breaking  among  his  men ;  and  indeed 
he  had  seen  and  heard  of  very  little  of  these  vices  among  any  of  the  soldiers. 

But  one  of  the  most  serious  questions  connected  with  the  subject  under  conside- 
ration relates  to  the  excessive  enlistments  that  have  been  carried  on  among  the  In- 
dians. Mr.  Oopeland  estimates  that  not  less  than  3,000  Choctaws  have  already  en- 
tered into  the  Confederate  army,  or  are  preparing  to  do  so,  and  he  supposes  that  not 
more  than  1,000  able  bodied  men  will  be  left  for  home  protection  and  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil.  Estimates  made  by  Missionaries  residing  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  show  that  the  enlistments  among  the  other  tribes  are  very  nearly  as  great. 
The  necessary  consequence  of  all  this  is  that  the  soil  will  be  neglected,  or  be  very 
partially  cultivated,  and  there  must,  of  course,  be  great  suffering,  if  not  actual  star- 
vation, the  coming  autumn  or  winter.  This  seemed  to  the  Committee  an  evil  of 
such  great  magnitude  that  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  subject,  with  the  suggestion  that  some  restriction  should  be  put  to  this 
excessive  enlistment,  or  that  provision  be  made  by  the  Government  to  meet  the 
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'.vdats  tli.it  must  necessarily  arise  from  the  neglect  of  the  soil.  No  reply  has  as 
yer  oeeufcCelveJ.  to  this  communication,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  matter  of  suchgravo 
and  obvious  importance  will  not  be  overlooked. 

With  this  brief  statemen'  ■■>'  the  facts  connected  with  the  condition  and  progress 
of  the  important  and  responsible  work  committed  to  their  care,  the  Committee  now 
tender  into  the  hands  of  the  Assembly  the  records  of  their  proceedings,  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasurer,  au._  all  other  papers  pertaining  to  it,  with  feelings  of  pro- 
l'ound  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  many  tokens  of  favor  bestowed  upon  il 
vihile  iii  their  care,  and  wi,1'  the  expression  of  a  humble  hope  that  He  will  speedily 
remove  ail  hindrances  wluch  now  prevent  its  fuller  development,  and  that  He  wil 
ere  long  cause  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  proclaimed  through  the 
agency  of  our  beloved  Chi  -on  among  all  the  heathen  nations  of  the  earth. 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Foreign  Missions. 

J.  LEIGHTON  WILSON,  Secretary. 
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PASTORAL  LETTER 

TO   THE   MINISTERS   AND    MEMBERS    OP   OUR   CHURCHES   AND  THE  YOUNG 
MEN   OF   OUR    CONGREGATIONS    IN   TIIF    CONFEDERATE   ARMY. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  sendeth  greeting  to  the  Ministers  and  Members  of  our  churches  and  to  the 
Young  Men  of  our  congregations  in  the  Armies  cfthe  Confederate  States — wishing 
them  grace,  mercy  and  peace  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ: 

Deae  Brethren  :  Assembled  as  the  Supreme  Judicatory  of  your  church  during 
these  troublous  times  which  the  Providence  of  God  has  tent  upon  us,  our  minds 
have  been  turned  with  irresistable  solicitude  towards  our  fiiends  and  brethren  who 
have  forsaken  the  endearments  and  comforts  of  home,  and  the  privileges  and  bles- 
sings of  the  sanctuary,  for  the  tented  ground  and  the  battle  field.  We  have  been 
called  on  to  witness  the  desolations  of  the  land,  and  to  mourn  over  the  wastes  of 
Zion,  created  by  the  havoc  of  war;  and  from  all  our  -hurches  we  hear  the  report 
that  the  ranks  of  the  armies  of  our  national  independence  are  crowded  with  the 
noblest  of  our  brethren  and  with  the  choicest  of  r\y  youth,  who  have  rushed  to 
the  rescue  of  the  Republic  driven  by  the  impulses  k,l  patriotism,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  calls  of  God  and  our  country.  In  the  midst  of  all  your  trials,  ,irivatio;is 
and  sufferings,  you  have  our  deepest  sympathy  and  r  constant  place  in  or.r  'ippli- 
cations.  From  every  family  altar  throughout  our  >vide  denomination  l  every 
social  prayer  meeting,  and  at  every  assembly  for  publi".  worship,  our  ministers  and 
christian  people  pour  out  their  souls  unto  God,  interct  ling  with  Rim  that  II'  •  gra- 
cious blessing  may  rest  on  you,  and  that  all  of  you  may  become  partaker:  of  His 
grace.  During  the  sessions  of  this  Assembly,  Ave  have  set  apart  the  first  half  hour 
of  each  day  as  a  season  of  special  prayer  for  you.  Le  assured  yon  are  not  forgot- 
ten. Your  fathers,  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters,  you  ministers  and  brethren  in 
Christ,  cannot  cease  to  remember  you.  "We  have  called  you  brethren,  and  brethren 
ye  are.  Some  of  you  are  brethren  in  the  ministry  of  God's  dear  Son — many  of 
you  are  brethren  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Gospel — multitudes  of  you  are  brethren 
in  the  consecrated  hopes  of  the  baptismal  seal ;  and  all  of  you  are  brethren  in  the  com- 
mon infirmities,  the  common  trials,  the  common  sympathies,  and  the  common  hopes 
of  our  race,  sprung  from  the  same  original  head,  and  candidates  for  the  same  tomb. 
"Would  to  God  ye  were  all  brethren  in  Christ — possess;ng  an  interest  in  the  gr\it 
salvation  which  that  gracious  Saviour  hath  so  freely  provided.  But,  alas,  we  fear, 
we  know  this  isnot  the  case.  "Wherefore,  in  the  discharge  of  the  great  trusts  com- 
mitted to  us  as  the  overseers  of  the  flock  of  Christ,  and  as  those  who  must  watch 
for  souls,  we  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  address  you  this  pastoral  epistle,  whereby 
we  may  assure  you  of  our  sympathy,  and  may  speak  a  word  of  encouragement, 
exhortation  and  warning,  thus  stirring  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance. 
You  are  surrounded  with  many  temptations.  The  very  fact  that  you  are  absent 
from  home — bereft  of  the  genial  influences  of  the  fam  ly  and  the  restraints  of  fe- 
male society,  is  a  source  of  manifold  evils  and  temptations.  But  besides,  the  na- 
ture of  the  duties  devolving  on  you,  and  the  companion  ships  you  are  compelled  to 
keep,  is  such  as  to  cause  a  weakening  of  religious  res- '.mint  and  an  abrasion  cf  the 
moral  sensibilities,  which  may  result  in  leading  you  far  astray  from  God  and  His 
church,  to  the  destruction  of  your  souls,  unless  by  the  nelp  of  the  Spirit  you  are 
able  through  watchfulness  to  overcome. 

Those  of  you  who  are  Ministers  ot  the  Gospel  of  fir  st  have  great  responsibili- 
ties resting  on  yon.  You  occupy  positions  which  may  make  you  eminently  useful 
if  you  prove  steadfast  and  faithful,  but  which  will  render  you  the  instruments  of 
great  evil  if  you  come  short  of  duty,  or  stumble  into  six.  Whether  you  are  officers, 
soldiers,  or  chaplains,  remember  in  every  case  that  you  are  ambassadors  for  God, 
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and  that  the  eyes  of  the  impenitent  and  the  scoffer  are  on  you.  Your  actions  and 
words  are  strictly  scrutinized — and  multitudes  will  form  their  estimate  of  the  truth 
of  our  Holy  Eeligion  by  the  judgment  they  reach  as  to  the  sincerity  of  your  pro- 
fessions, and  the  constancy  of  your  lives.  And  here  we  rejoice  to  tell  of  the  good 
report  which  comes  to  us  from  every  part  of  the  army  pertaining  to  many  of  our 
brethren  who  have  gone  to  share  the  privations  and  dangers  of  the  camp  and  battle 
field.  Some,  indeed,  have  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  conflict,  showing  in  death  the 
power  of  the  grace  of  Christ.  Many  other  honored  brethren  there  are  whose  pre- 
cious lives  God  has  yet  spared,  we  doubt  not  to  become  blessings  to  the  army. 
But,  alas,  we  have  been  overwhelmed  with  sorrow  to  hear  that  all  have  not  proved 
thus  steadfast.  Brethren,  let  us,  in  all  faithfulness,  exhort  you  to  watch.  Be 
much  in  prayer.  Avoid  every  semblance  of  evil.  "With  christian  courage  and 
zeal  admonish  the  young,  the  wayward  and  the  tempted,  and  strive  to  do  good. 
We  honor  you  for  your  self-denial  and  patriotic  zeal — we  would  love  to  see  you  be- 
come the  honored  instruments  in  God's  hands  in  leading  sinners  to  the  Saviour. 
Brethren,  bo  ye  faithful  unto  death,  and  ye  shall  receive  a  crown  of  life. 

Those  among  you  who  confess  the  name  of  Christ  and  profess  to  be  his  follow- 
ers, sustain  responsibilities  of  proportionate  magnitude.  God  has  placed  you  in 
unusual  circumstances  of  trial,  and  surrounded  you  with  new  opportunities  of  use- 
fulness. The  great  duty  which  Jesus  Christ  enjoins  on  all  his  disciples  is,  to  ''let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  glorify  youv 
Father  which  is  in  heaven."  You  now  probably  occupy  a  position,  where  you  are 
more  closely  observed  than  ever  before.  "A  city  which  is  set  on  a  hill  cannot  be 
hid."  Not  only  would  we  urge  on  you  that  careful  circumspection  over  your  con- 
duct which  the  Saviour  enjoins — but  would  exhort  you  to  seek  opportunities  of 
usefulness.  "A  word  fitly  spoken  is  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver."  Give 
no  countenance  by  word,  look,  or  gesture,  to  wickedness  or  immorality.  Show 
that  reverence  for  God  and  holy  things  which  the  christian  feels,  by  the  uprightness 
of  your  lives  and  the  purity  of  your  conversation — and  as  God  shall  give  you  op- 
portunity, speak  the  word  of  reproof,  encourage  the  feeble  and  wavering,  and  aim 
to  win  souls.  Thus  you  may  at  once  establish  yourselves  in  the  faith,  becoming 
courageous  soldiers  for  Christ,  and  add  stars  to  that  crown  of  righteousness,  which 
the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  hath  in  reserve  for  all  them  who  love  His  appearing. 

But  our  hearts  turn  with  especial  solicitude  toward  the  noble  youth  of  our  con- 
gret  ations  who  have  gone  from  our  midst  to  this  bloody  contest  for  national  life 
and  independence.  For  you  we  have  labored  and  toiled.  Our  prayers  have  ascended 
to.ti:j  mercy  seat  on  your  behalf;  and  during  the  years  that  are  passed  we  have 
anxiously  waited  to  see  you  come  out  on  the  side  of  Christ.  In  you  are  wrapped 
up  all  the  hopes  of  our  church  and  country.  With  the  solution  of  the  question, 
what  you  are  to  become,  will  be  determined  the  problem  of  our  national  glory  or 
shame,  and  that  of  the  success  and  usefulness  of  the  church  in  our  beloved  land. 
We  tremble  for  you  as  we  see  you  drawn  away  by  the  duties  of  patriotism  from  the 
constant  use  of  the  means  of  grace  and  the  divine  influences  of  the  sanctuary. 
We  sympathise  with  you  as  you  endure  fatigue  and  sickness  in  camp — as  you  en- 
gage in  the  life  struggle  on  the  sanguinary  field,  and  as  you  consecrate  everything 
dear  on  earth  on  the  altar  of  patriotic  duty.  And,  oh,  when  we  contemplate  your 
many  temptations,  how  do  our  hearts  yearn  over  you.  As  your  pastors  we  can  no 
longer  be  heard  by  you.  But  we  would  fain  address  you  these  words  of  affectionate 
admonition,  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Master  whom  we  serve,  and  on  behalf  of  our 
brethren  whom  we  represent.  Listen  to  us,  we  beseech  you,  while  we  warn  you 
against  the  prevailing  vices  of  the  camp,  and  present  before  you  the  gospel  of 
eternal  life. 

The  awful  and  prevailing  sin  of  our  people  is  profanity.  The  name  of  God  is 
taken  in  vain  in  the  wicked  curse,  and  the  lewd  joke — yea,  fearful  as  the  statement 
is,  our  own  ears  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  Great  Name  of  the  majestic  Jeho- 
vah has  become  a  by-word,  a  jest  and  a  mockery,  by  the  dissolute  and  profane  on 
our  public  thoroughfares.  This  is  our  crying,  national  sin,  which,  with  many 
others,  has  brought  down  on  our  land  the  wrath  of  offended  heaven.  This  inter- 
national strife  and  all  the  dreadful  havoc  which  this  war  is  making  are,  doubtless, 
•-cut  on  us  as  judgments  from  God  on  account  of  our  sinrs.     How  can  we  expect  the 
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blessing  of  God  if  we  thus  dishonor  Ilim — treat  His  name  with  irreverer  je,  and 
speak  of  His  authority  and  judgments  with  levity  and  derision  ?  Soon  all  of  you 
must  stand  up  in  deadly  conflict  with  our  enemies,  and  many  of  you  will  doubtless 
receive  your  final  summons.  The  issues  of  the  battle  as  well  as  of  life  and  death 
are  with  God.  If  you  are  to  be  successful,  and  stand  safe  from  the  fear  ef  evil,  it 
will  only  be  because  God  becomes  your  shield  and  buckler.  How  unseemly,  then, 
that  He  should  be  insulted,  and  His  holy  name  taken  in  vain  !  But  we  are  pained 
to  know  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  common  sins  in  the  army.  We  fear  that  offi- 
cers and  privates  alike  transgress  in  this  particular  :  yea,  that  those  very  officers 
who  are  required  by  the  army  regulations  to  suppress  profanity,  not  only  fail  in  this 
important  duty,  but  set  the  evil  example  before  the  men  of  their  commands,  which 
is  only  too  frequently  imitated.  We  desire,  beloved  friends,  to  warn  you  to  shun 
evil  example — to  abstain  from  every  minced  oath,  as  well  as  gross  profanity,  and 
in  all  things  to  reverence  God.  While  we  would  respect  and  love  you  for  banish- 
ing the  fear  of  man,  we  would  beseech  you  ever  to  cherish  the  fear  of  God,  which 
the  wise  man,  taught  of  inspiration,  tells  us  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom. 

The  desecration  of  the  holy  Sabbath  is  another  crying  sin  of  our  land,  which  we 
fear  abounds  in  our  army.  We  are  aware  that  this  is  a  matter  which  is  not  wholly 
under  your  control.  But  we  would  guard  you  against  the  prevailing  tendency  to 
trample  down  the  barriers  of  religion  which  surround  that  sacred  day  and  its  con- 
secrated objects,  and  would  entreat  you  to  remember  it  in  its  true  spirit  so  far  as 
you  possibly  can  in  your  present  circumstances.  You  are  denied,  for  the  most  part, 
the  regular  services  of  Sabbath  worship  which  you  enjoyed  at  home,  but  still  you 
have  the  Holy  Bible,  or  New  Testament — you  have  a  throne  of  grace — sometimes 
you  attend  religious  worship,  and  God  is  everywhere  present.  As  you  sh.nd  in  the 
constant  presence  of  death,  make  the  Sabbath  day,  as  far  as  possible,  an  occasion 
of  preparation  for  it.  And  be  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  God's  people  are  every 
where  engaged  in  solemn  and  earnest  supplication  for  you.  Thus  the  Sabbath  will 
prove  a  blessing  and  you  will  avert  from  your  heads  the  wrath  of  God  that  comes 
on  the  land,  because  of  the  dishonor  we,  as  a  people,  have  placed  on  the  day 
which  He  calls  His  own.  Therefore,  "Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it 
holy." 

In  like  manner  we  would  warn  you  against  the  prevailing  vice  of  intemperance. 
Besides  the  moral  defilement  which  it  always  causes,  wherever  it  prevails,  the  evil 
of  this  particular  vice  has  manifested  itself  in  a  most  striking  manner  during  the 
progress  of  this  war.  We  are  rejoiced  at  the  vigorous  measures  which  the  Gov- 
ernment is  using  to  eradicate  this  evil  from  the  army.  We  would  fondly  hope  that 
all  of  you  will  yield  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  these  wholesome  requirements,  not 
only  from  that  sense  of  manly  duty  which  animates  the  true  soldier,  but  through  a 
regard  for  y  our  present  respectability  and  happiness,  and  your  everlasting  welfare. 
Intemperance  is  that  fell  destroyer  which  carries  to  the  grave  more  victims  than 
war,  pestilence  and  famine,  all  combined ;  it  makes  the  wife  a  widow,  and  children 
fatherless — it  spreads  misery  and  woe  in  its  pathway,  and  death  and  hell  follow  in 
its  train.  Some  of  yon  have  families,  others  have  left  plighted  vows  of  love,  all  of 
you  indulge  in  hopes  of  future  happiness  in  the  family  relation,  should  God  spare 
your  lives.  But  this  fiend  of  intemperance,  which  makes  its  insidious  advances  in 
the  absence  of  the  restraints  of  home,  and  while  you  are  surrounded  by  reckless 
companions,  can  and  assuredly  will  blast  all  these  bright  dreams  of  happiness — 
will  dash  the  cup  of  bliss  from  the  lips  of  beauty  and  the  hands  of  tenderest  love, 
and  will  leave  you  and  them  in  the  midst  of  wreck  and  ruin  to  eke  out  the  bitter 
remnants  of  life.  But  this  is  not  all.  God,  in  whom  you  believe  and  by  whom  you 
must  be  judged,  has  solemnly  declared  that  no  drunkard  shall  enter  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  Doubtless  you  think  there  is  no  danger  of  your  coming  to  the  drunk- 
ard's grave  and  the  fearful  doom  with  which  God  has  cursed  it.  Nor  is  there  if 
you  only  resist  all  temptation.  No  one  of  the  millions  who  have  died  from  intem- 
perance ever  suspected  when  he  drank  the  first  glass  that  such  would  be  his  end; 
nor  would  it  have  been  had  he  not  tasted  the  first  glass.  Therefore  resist  this  vice 
in  all  its  insidious  forms,  and  tolerate  not  the  thought  of  returning  to  those  you 
love  with  your  youthful  comeliness  marred  by  the  bloating  effects  of  alcohol,  or  if 
you  are  to  perish  in  the  strife,  brook  not  the  thought  of  going  to  the  drunkard's 
crave  and  the  drunkard's  doom. 
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Another  vice  which  has  heretofore  been  confined  in  our  country  to  the  saloons 
of  dissipation,  we  are  sad  to  believe,  has  become  very  common  among  the  young 
men  of  the  army.  "We  refer  to  gambling.  Besides  the  moral  turptitude  and  sin  of 
gambling,  the  taking  from  your  fellows  that  which  is  theirs  without  a  just  return, 
this  vice  creates  a  morbid  thirst  after  speedy  gains  and  a  spirit  of  reckless  extrava- 
gance, which  usually  go  together,  injuring  the  moral  character,  rendering  a  man 
reckless,  dissatisfied  and  unhappy,  and  generally  ends  in  his  temporal  ruin.  A 
practice  which  produces  such  results  is  necessarily  evil.  "By  their  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them,"  is  the  Saviour's  rule — and  here  is  a  tree  whose  fruit  is  bitter.  Be- 
ware of  this  vice,  however  enticing  may  be  its  enchantments.  Shun  every  ap- 
proach to  it.  Rather  send  your  gains  from  your  professional  services  back  to 
your  homes  for  the  aid  of  your  parents  in  these  times  of  straitness,  or  otherwise 
for  investment  for  your  own  future  emolument,  than  thus  throw  them  away  in  a 
manner  injurious  toy  our  moral  integrity,  destructive  of  your  happiness  and  ruinous 
to  your  souls. 

All  these  points  which  we  have  considered  are  very  important,  and  unless  God 
shall  give  you  grace  to  ove.  ome  these  temptations,  and  many  others  which  we 
might  mention,  those  brigiii,  hopes  which  we  have  pictured  for  you  must  prove 
themselves  illusive.  To  resist  temptation,  to  overcome  sin,  and  to  escape  from  the 
allurements  of  vice,  requires  more  than  human  fortitude;  and  the -external  obser- 
vance of  the  commands  of  religion  and  morality  is  not  enough  to  make  us  fit  for 
the  grave  and  to  prepare  us  for  everlasting  happiness.  But  the  blessed  Bible  is 
full  of  precious  promises  to  those  who  seek  the  favor  and  salvation  of  God.  Be- 
loved friends  and  brethren,  seek  that  salvation  now ;  for  "why  will  ye  die  ?"  "God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  Him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life."  Then  there  is  salvation  in 
store  for  you  if  you  will  only  come  to  Jesus.  You  are  invited  to  come  to  Him 
without  money  and  without  price,  on  the  simple  condition  of  repentance  and  faith. 
Do  you  ask  what  is  repentance  ?  The  evangelical  prophet  shall  answer :  "Let  the 
wicked  forsake  his  way  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return 
unto  the  Lord  that  He  may  have  mercy  on  him,  and  to  our  God  that  He  may  abun- 
dantly pardon."  Then,  repentance  of  sin  is  a  forsaking  of  it  in  thought  and  action, 
a  turning  away  from  it  with  hatred,  and  a  returning  unto  the  Lord.  Do  you  ask 
what  is  faith?  It  is  needless  to  enter  into  theological  discussions  of  this  subject. 
The  practical  exercise  of  faith  is  what  concerns  you — is  what  deeply  interests  us 
all.  When  the  publican  stood  in  the  temple  and  smote  upon  his  breast,  saying, 
"God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner,"  he  gave  utterance  to  the  faith  that  was  in  his 
soul.  When  Peter  began  to  sink  in  the  waters,  he  cried  out,  "Lord  save  me,"  and 
thus  gave  expression  to  his  faith.  Then,  dear  friends,  do  you  not  feel  youi selves  to 
be  sinners  ?  Do  you  not  know  yourselves  to  be  lost,  ruined,  undone,  without  an  inter- 
est in  Christ — neither  fit  for  life,  nor  ready  for  death  ?  Then  go  to  Jesus  and  ask 
Him  to  save  you.  And  whenever  you  are  able  by  God's  grace  to  forsake  sin  with 
a  godly  sorrow,  and  can  pray  from  the  heart  to  Jesus  Christ,  "Be  merciful  to  me  a 
sinne,"  you  have  exercised  that  repentance  and  faith  which  is  unto  salvation.  Oh, 
how  needful  is  this  salvation  in  your  present  circumstances.  None  of  you  can 
tell  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  You  are  standing  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  with 
its  surging  waves  ready  to  surround  and  overwhelm  you.  Are  you  ready  ?  You 
answer,  no.  Then  we  come  to  you  as  the  ambassadors  of  God,  and  assure  you  that 
yet  there  is  room — Jesus  is  ready  and  waiting  to  be  gracious;  and,  saith  the  Scrip- 
tures, "Behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time — behold  now  is  the  day  of  salvation." 

How  precious  are  these  hopes  to  those  of  you  who  are  lying  on  beds  of  suffering, 
pining  away  from  disease,  or  lacerated  with  wounds.  Doubtless  you  have  the  skil- 
ful care  of  the  physician,  and  the  daily  and  nightly  watchings  of  tender  hands  to 
nurse  and  soothe  you.  But  truly  you  need  a  more  radical  medicine  and  a  more  en- 
during balm  than  earthly  skill  can  supply.  For  after  all  the  body  must  die,  and  the 
cold  ground  must  become  its  habitation.  But  the  soul  may  be  saved  and  live  for- 
ever. For  there  is  balm  in  Gilead,  and  a  Physician  there.  Wherefore  let  us  tend- 
erly plead  with  you  to  seek  this  Great  Physician  who  can  heal  both  soul  and  body, 
yea,  and  who  is  become  both  resurrection  and  life  to  His  people. 

But,  brethren  and  friends,  beloved,  we  must  bid  youfarewell.    Many  of  you  shall 
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no  more  see  the  faces  of  your  ministers  and  brethren  in  Christ  in  the  flesh.  The 
clash  of  war  and  the  shock  of  battle  cannot  happen  without  results  from  which  our 
hearts  recoil  with  anguish.  But  God  is  a  great  Saviour  and  a  glorious  deliverer — 
and  He  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  and  a  very  present  help  in  trouble.  We  would 
joyfully  feel  safe  under  the  shadow  of  His  wing,  and  we  would  gladly  see  you  all 
nestling  beneath  that  covert  which  He  spreads  out.  Then,  come  weal,  come  woe, 
as  to  earth's  temporal  kingdoms,  all  shall  be  well  with  us.  Wherefore  live  close  to 
Christ — stand  steadfast  in  your  place  of  appointed  duty — acquit  yourselves  like 
men,  and  God  shall  bless  you.*  But,  brethren,  by  the  great  grace  of  Christ  we  shall 
meet  again.  It  may  not  be  here,  in  the  midst  of  the  afflictions  and  trials  of  life — 
it  may  not  be  until  we  are  summoned  away  from  this  world  of  sin  and  strife.  But 
Jesus  has  gone  to  prepare  mansions  for  us,  and  no  one  of  His  children  shall  be  ab- 
sent from  Him  in  glory.  If  we  are  his  people — if  we  turn  to  Him  with  our  whole 
hearts,  we  shall  meet  in  His  presence  where  there  is  fulness  of  joy,  and  at  His  right 
hand  where  there  are  pleasures  forevermore.  May  God  bless  and  keep  you  until 
that  day  ! 
By  order  of  the  Assembly, 

J.  L.  KIRKPATRICK,  Moderator. 
Attest: —  E.  T.  BAIRD,  Acting  Stated  Clerk, 

J.  R.  WILSON,  Permanent  Clerk. 


NOTE  BY  THE  PERMANENT  CLERK. 

It  has  been  customary,  in  publishing  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  arrange  them  in  volumes,  one  of 
these  volumes  being  composed  of  the  proceedings  of  several  successive  Assemblies,  continued  until  the  pages  reach 
a  number  proper  for  binding  in  one  convenient  book:  say  600  or  700.  This  practise  is  obviously  wise;  but,  in  ma- 
king up  the  present  edition  of  the  Minutes,  whilst  I  did  not  neglect  to  number  the  volume  correctly  on  the  title 
page  and  back,  I  inexcusably  forgot  to  see  that  the  pages  were  numbered  as  the  successors  of  those  of  last  year's 
Minutes.  Persons  who  purpose  binding  the  Minutes  will  therefore  take  notice,  that  page  6  of  this  part  of  Vol.  I 
ought  to  be  page  80  instead ;  and  so  on  to  the  end.  The  next  part  will  be  paged  so  as  to  commence  its  folios  at 
the  number  that  would  be  proper  had  this  part  been  free  from  the  error  thus  pointed  out. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  the  business  items  contained  in  these  brief  Minutes,  it  has  been  deemed  a  useless 
formality  to  add  an  Index. 

It  may  be  well,  while  making  these  explanations,  to  direct  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  almost  unavoidably,  some 
annoying  errors  have  been  suffered  to  creep  into  these  Minutes.  For  example,  in  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Systematic  Benevolence,  commencing  on  page  11,  (or  85  as  above)  the  unmeaning  words  "  in  its  general 
character,"  in  the  9th  line  from  the  top  of  page  12,  ought  to  read  " in  its  several  churches ";  in  the  12th  line,  "for 
exhibition"  should  be  read  "exhibited,"  whilst  in  the  17th  line  the  word  "secretly"  is  printed  for  "sacredly."  On 
page  13  (87)  the  reference  to  page  8  (12  lines  from  bottom)  ought  to  be  to  page  10,  and  that  to  page  9,  (3  lines 
from  bottom)  ought  to  be  to  page  11.  J.  R.  W. 
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MINUTES. 


COLUMBIA,  S.  C,  May  7, 1863. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  met,  according  to  appointment,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  City  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  on  Thursday,  the  7th  'day  of  May,  1863,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick, 
D.  D.,  the  Moderator  of  the  last  Assembly,  from  Ephesians  iii.  8 — 11 : 
"Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace  given,  that 
I  should  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ :  and 
to  make  all  men  see  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the  mystery,  which  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  hath  been  hid  in  Cod,  who  created  all  things  by  Jesus 
Christ :  to  the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly 
places  might  be  known  by  the  Church  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  according 
to  the  eternal  purpose  which  He  purposed  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord." 

After  the  sermon,  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly  were  constituted  with  prayer. 

The  Permanent  Clerk,  from  the  Committee  on  Commissions,  reported  that 
the  following  named  Commissioners  have  appeared  and  been  regularly 
^enrolled,  viz. : 

I.  SYNOD  OF  ALABAMA. 


FRESBYTERIES. 

East  Alabama, 

South  Alabama, 
Tuskaloosa, 


MINISTERS. 

W  W  Morrison, 
E.  McNair, 
A.  M.  Small, 
D.  D.  Sanderson. 


RULING   ELDERS. 

J.  C.  McAuley. 
Geo.  J.  S.  Walker. 


Arkansas. 
Creek  Nation. 
Indian. 
Ouachita, 


Cherokee, 
Flint  River, 
Florida, 
Georgia, 
Hopewell, 


II.  SYNOD  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Washington  Baird. 
III.  SYNOD  OF  GEORGIA. 


John  W  Baker, 
G.  H.  Coit, 
A.  Baker. 
D.  L.  Buttolph, 
C.  W.  Lane, 


A.  V  Brumby. 
Thos.  Bradfield. 

James  F.  King. 
Wm.  L.  Mitchell. 
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PRESBYTERIES. 

Chickasaw, 
Memphis, 
North  Mississippi, 
Western  District. 
Tuscumbia. 


IV   SYNOD  OF  MEMPHIS. 

MINISTERS. 

James  H.  Gaillard, 
John  N.  Waddel,  D.  D. 
Asahel  Bnloe, 


RULING   ELDERS. 

A.  H.  Conkey. 
A.  M.  Flinn.  (6) 


V   SYNOD  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Central  Mississippi, 
East  Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Mississippi. 
New  Orleans, 


Red  River. 
Tombeckbee, 


Holston, 
Knoxville, 
Maury. 
Nashville. 


Concord, 

Fayetteville, 

Orange, 


J.  S.  Montgomery. 
Kobert  Bell. 
James  Stratton. 

B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D., 
E.  B.  Cleghorn, 


W  A.  Bartlett. 


James  A.  Lyon,  D.  D.' 
VI.  SYNOD  OF  NASHVILLE. 

W-  A.  Harrison. 


G.  S.  Cecil. 


VII.  SYNOD  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


Jesse  Rankin, 

J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.  D., 

A.  McQueen, 

H.  A.  Munroe, 

Joseph  M.  Atkinson, 

Thomas  U.  Faucette, 


D.  A.  Davis, 
John  Walker. 
Patrick  Murphy. 

Wm.  J.  Bingham. 


VIII.  SYNOD  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Bethel, 

Charleston, 


Harmony, 
South  Carolina, 


Braaos. 
Central  Texas. 
Eastern  Texas. 
Western  Texas. 


J.  A.  Davies, 

John  Douglas, 

George  Howe,  D.  D., 

J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  D., 

James  A.  Cousar, 

S.  Donnelly, 

E.  T.  Buist,  D.  D., 

IX.  SYNOD  OV  TEXAS. 


James  G.  Lowry.  (2) 

Wm.  Harral, 

W-  P.  Finley. 

C.  Stiles, 

W  T.  Wilson. 

Joseph  Foster, 

J.  N.  Whitner. 
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X.  SYNOD  OF  VIRGINIA. 

PRESBYTERIES.  MINISTERS.  RULING   ELDERS. 

East  Hanover ;  Geo.  W-  White. 

Greenbrier,  James  H.  Leps. 

Lexington,  C.  S.  M.  See,  H.  G.  Guthrie  * 

John  Miller,  J.  T.  L.  Preston. 

Montgomery,  Henry  M.  White. 

Roanoke,  Thomas  E.  Peck. 

West  Hanover. 

The  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  when  the  Rev.  James 
A.  Lyon,  D.  D.,  a  commissioner  from  the  Presbytery  of  Tombeckbee,  was 
chosen  Moderator,  and  the  Rev.  John  W  Baker,  a  commissioner  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Cherokee,  was  elected  Temporary  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  it  Was 

Resolved,  That  the  hour  of  meeting  for  the  remaining  sessions  of  the  pres- 
ent week  be  fixed  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  the  hour  of  adjournment  at  2 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  that  the  first  half-hour  of  each  session  be  spent  in  devo- 
tional exercises. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel,  the  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  to- 
morrow morning  at  9  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  C.  W  Lane. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  spent  the  first  half-hour  in  devotional  exercises, 
according  to  appointment. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

James  G.  Lowry,  ruling  elder  from  the  Presbytery  of  Bethel,  appeared, 
and  was  enrolled  as  an  additional  commissioner. 

The  Moderator  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  Standing 
Committees : 

On  Bills  and  Overtures. — Ministers — J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D..D.,  E.  McNair, 
G.  H.  Coit,  Asahel  Enloe.  Ruling  Elders — Thomas  Bradfield,  G.  S.  Cecil, 
J.  N.  Whitner. 

Judicial  Committee. — Ministers — J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  D.,  George  Howe, 
D.  D.,  A.  Baker,  Washington  Baird.  Ruling  Elders — Wm.  L.  Mitchell, 
W  P  Finley,  J.  N.  Whitner. 

On  Theological  Seminaries. — Ministers — John  N.  Waddel,  D.  D.,  D.  L. 
Buttolph,  John  Douglas,  S.  Donnelly.  Ruling  Elders — J.  T.  L.  Preston, 
A.  V  Brumby,  James  F.  King. 

On  Domestic  Missions. — Ministers — George  Howe,  D.  D.,  James  H.  Gail- 
lard,  John  Miller,  C.  S.  M.  See.  Ruling  Elders— W.  T.  Wilson,  H.  G. 
Guthrie,  Patrick  Murphy. 

On  Foreign  Missions. — Ministers — Thomas  E.  Peck,  W  W  Morrison,  J. 
S.  Montgomery,  W  A.  Harrison.  Ruling  Elders— J.  C.  McAuley,  A.  H. 
Conkey,  W  A.  Bartlett. 
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On  Education. — Ministers — E.  T.  Buist,  D.  D.,  James  Stratton,  A.  Mc- 
Queen, George  W  -  White.  Euling  Elders— C.  Stiles,  John  Walker,  D.  A. 
Davis. 

On  Publication. — Ministers — B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D.,  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D. 
D.,  Thomas  U.  Faucette,  James  H.  Leps.  Euling  Elders — W  Harral,  W-  A. 
Bartlett,  A.  H.  Conkey. 

On  the  Narrative. — Ministers — Joseph  M.  Atkinson,  J.  A.  Davies,  E.  B. 
Cleghorn.     Euling  Elders — James  F.  King,  J.  C.  McAuley. 

On  Foreign  Correspondence. — Ministers — C.  W  Lane,  H.  A.  Munroe, 
Washington  Baird.     Euling  Elders — "J.  T.  L.  Preston,  A.  V  Brumby. 

On  Leave  of  Absence. — Ministers — A.  M.  Small,  Eobert  Bell.  Pulling 
Elder— G.  S.  Cecil. 

On  Systematic  Benevolence. — Ministers — D.  D.  Sanderson,  Jesse  Eankin, 
Henry  M.  White,  D.  L.  Buttolph.  Euling  Elders— W  L.  Mitchell,  George 
J.  S.  Walker,  W  J.  Bingham. 

On  Devotional  Exercises. — Ministers — B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D ,  George  Howe, 
D.  D.     Euling  Elder — Joseph  Foster. 

On  Finance.— Euling  Elders— Geo.  J.  S.  Walker,  W  L.  Mitchell,  W  J. 
Bingham. 

On  Records  of  Synod' of  Alabama. — Ministers — George  W  White,  J.  A. 
Davies.     Euling  Elder — W,  Harral. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Arkansas. — Ministers — A.  Baker,  A.  Enloe. 
Euling  Elder — Thomas  Bradfield. 

On  Records  of  Synod ,  of  Georgia. — Ministers — J.  S.  Montgomery,  J. 
Eankin.     Euling  Elder — P.  Murphy. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Memphis. — Ministers — E.  B.  Cleghorn,  T.  U. 
Faucette.     Euling  Elder — C.  Stiles. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Mississippi. — Ministers — A.  McQueen,  J.  H. 
Gaillard.     Euling  Elder — D.  A.  Davis. 

On  Records-  of  Synod  of  Nashville. — Ministers — H.  M.  White, 'S.  Don- 
nelly.    Euling  Elder— W  T.  Wilson. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  North  Carolina. — Ministers — W  A.  Harrison, 
James  A.  Cousar.     Euling  Elder — J.  C.  McAuley. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  South  Carolina. — Ministers — G.  H.  Coit,  D.  D. 
Sanderson.     Euling  Elder — H.  G.  Guthrie. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Texas. — Ministers — H.  A.  Munroe,  John  Doug- 
las.    Baling  Elder — Joseph  Foster. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Virginia. — Ministers — James  Stratton,  A.  M. 
Small.     Euling  Eider — John  Walker. 

A  communication  from  the  Eev.  David  Wills,  Corresponding  Delegate  to 
the  Associate  Eeformed  Synod,  was  read,  reporting  to  the  Assembly  that  he 
had  discharged  the  duty  assigned  him.     The  report  was  accepted. 

A  letter  from  the  Eev.  E.  T.  Baird,  D.  D.,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  last  Assembly,  to  investigate  the  subject  of  a  Charter,  was 
read,  and,  on  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Palmer,  was  placed  upon  the  docket. 

An  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Lexington,  with  reference  to  the 
education  of  candidates  for  the  ministry,  was  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

A  memorial  from  the  Presbytery  of  Flint  Eiver  was  read,  asking  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Palmer  as  the  Assembly's  Chaplain  to  the  Army ; 
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which,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  was  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Domestic  Missions. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  it  was  resolved  to  hear  at  this 
time  the  reports  of  tho  several  Executive  Committees. 

Whereupon,  the  reports  of  the  Executive  Committees  of  Foreign  Missions 
and  of  Education  were  read  by  Dr.  Wilson,  and  that  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Domestic  Missions  was  presented  by  the  Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.  D. 
These  reports  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  Standing  Committees. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Howe,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
one  o'clock,  to  hear  an  address  from  the  Rev.  R.  Y  Russel,  Corresponding 
Delegate  from  the  General  Convention  of  the  Independent  Presbyterian 
Church. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Standing  Committees  on  the  different  Executive 
Committees  be  directed  to  confer  among  themselves  in  relation  to  the  desirable- 
ness and  expediency  of  uniting,  as  a  temporary  arrangement,  the  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Committees  under  the  same  organization,  and  the  Committees  of 
Education  and  Publication  under  another,  and  report  their  views  on  the  same 
to  this  Assembly. 

An  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Mississippi  was  received,  urging  the 
Assembly  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  superannuated  and  disabled 
ministers  and  their  families ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills 
and  Overtures. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  first  Assembly,  to  revise  the 
collection  of  Psalms  and  Hymns  now  in  use,  was  read  by  its  chairman,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Palmer;  and  was,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Miller,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  five  for  examination,  with  directions  to  report  to  this  Assembly. 
The  Moderator  appointed  upon  this  Committee,  C.  W  Lane,  E.  McNair,  Dr. 
J.  L.  Wilson,  Ministers ;  and  J.  N.  Whitner,  and  Geo.  J.  S.  Walker,  Ruling 
Elders. 

An  overture  from  the  Rev.  C.  W  Lane,  with  reference  to  the  subject  of 
superannuated  and  disabled  ministers,  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  it  was  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Form  of  Government  and  Book  of  Discipline,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  Thornwell. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
eleven  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  first  Assembly  to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  Churches  on  the  subjeot 
of  the  religious  instruction  of  the  colored  people. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  Stated  Clerk  was  requested  to 
act  as  Treasurer  of  the  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel,  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  Stated  and  Permanent  Clerks  be  directed  to  submit  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  a  full  statement  of  their  proceedings  in 
reference  to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  two  preceding  Assemblies, 
together  with  the  distribution  of  the  Minutes  among  the  Presbyteries  and 
elsewhere;  and  that  the  said  Committee  report  on  this  subject  to  the  present 
Assembly. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Palmer,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  W  L.  Mitchell,  J. 
N.  Whitner,  W  P.  Finley,  and  Geo.  J.  S.  Walker,  was  appointed,  to  report  to 
this  Assembly  some  action  with  reference  to  the  whole  subject  of  the  Charter, 
and  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Baird's  communication  be  taken  from  the  docket  and 
referred  to  this  Committee. 

The  Rev.  R.  Y.  Russel,  delegate  from  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Independent  Presbyterian  Church,  addressed  the  Assembly,  and  was  re- 
sponded to  in  an  address  by  the  Moderator,  who  was  followed  by  remarks 
from  Rev.  J.  S.  Bajley,  a  delegate  associated  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russel. 

On  motion,  the  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Atkinson. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  the  appointed  devotional  exercises, 
continued  for  half  an  hour. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  and  approved. 

A  communication  from  the  Rev.  W-  J.  Keith,  late  Superintendent  of 
Colportage  for  Georgia  and  Alabama,  asking  information  touching  the  disposal 
of  certain  books  in  his  possession,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Publi- 
cation of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred, on  motion  of  the  Rev.  C.  W  Lane,  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Publication. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Washington  Baird,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a 
place  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  Assembly ;  whereupon  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Charlotte,  N.  C,  was  chosen. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which,  on  his 
own  motion,  were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  : 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  General  Assembly  from  year  to  year,  and  also  for  their  more  extensive 
circulation  amongst  our  churches ;  and  in  order  further  to  provide  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  successive  Assemblies,  each  Presbytery  in  con- 
nection with  this  body  be  requested  to  contribute  annually  a  sum  which  shall 
be  equal  to  one  dollar  for  each  Minister  and  one  dollar  for  each  church 
under  its  care. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  shall  be  sent  annually  to  every  Min- 
ister and  to  the  Clerk  of  every  Session  belonging  to  such  Presbyteries  as  may 
accede  to  the  foregoing  request. 
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On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  engage,  for 
one  hour,  in  a  free  conference  upon  the  subject  of  the  religious  wants  of  the 
army.  This  conference  was  introduced  by  the  reading  of  a  paper  touching 
the  matter  in  hand,  addressed  to  the  Assembly  by  Mr.  Samuel  Barnett,  of 
Georgia,  from  whom  was  received,  at  the  same  time,  by  letter,  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  collected  in  Washington,  Georgia,  to  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  this  body,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  support  of  its  chaplains 
in  the  army,  should  any  be  appointed.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Bryson,  of  the  Asso- 
ciate Reformed  Church,  and  chaplain  of  hospitals  in  Hardee's  corps  of  the 
army  of  Tennessee,  and  the  Rev.  R.  K.  Porter,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell, 
and  chaplain  in  the  army  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Assembly,  by  invitation, 
in  connection  with  the  conference.  It  was  also  participated  in  by  the  Rev. 
E.  B.  Cleghorn,  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  Rev.  James  H.  Leps,  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston, 
and  Rev.  Washington  Baird. 

At  the  close  of  the  conference  it  was,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Douglas, 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  be  in- 
structed to  report  some  plan  by  which  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Assembly, 
in  relation  to  supplying  our  armies  with  the  Gospel,  may  be  carried  into 
effect. 

Wm.  L.  Mitchell,  in  behalf  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  presented  the  following  paper,  as  formally  tendering  said  Seminary 
to  the  Assembly,  together  with  other  papers  germain  thereto;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries : 

Columbia,  S.  C,  May  9, 1863. 

To  the   General  Assembly  of  the    Presbyterian    Church   in   the    Confederate 
States  of  America : 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  three  Synods  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama,  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  said  Seminary  to  your 
venerable  body,  and  to  offer  to  you  the  same,  with  all  its  interests,  and  the 
exercise  of  the  like  control  over  the  Institution  and  its  affairs  which  is  now 
exercised  by  the  Synods. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  the  undersigned  herewith  present,  as  parts 
of  this  communication,  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
under  the  hand  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Board;  a  printed 
copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Seminary;  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  in  1832,  and  renewed  and 
amended  in  1854,  as  found  in  the  statutes  of  South  Carolina,  and  a  general 
statement,  of  the  property,  assets,  and  endowments  of  the  Seminary,  from 
which  can  be  understood  what  is  the  extent  and  present  condition  of  the 
trust  now  offered  the  Assembly. 

By  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  it  will  be 
noticed  that  by  the  terms  of  the  third  resolution,  when  the  General  Assembly 
accepts  the  trust  now  tendered,  then  and  thereupon  the  Assembly  becomes 
ipso  facto  substituted  in  all  respects  in  the  place  of  the  three  Synods,  and  is 
invested  with  all  the  authority  and  control  over  the  Seminary. 
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Having  thus  discharged  the  duty  assigned,  the  undersigned  have  the  honor 
to  subscribe  themselves,  with  sentiments  of  profound  respect  for  your  ven- 
erable body. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WM.  L.  MITCHELL, 
J.  LEIGHTON  WILSON, 
D.  D.  SANDERSON, 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seminary. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises,  pre- 
sented a  report,  which  was  accepted. 

On  motion,  the  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  E.  McNair. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday  were  read  and  approved. 

It  having  become  known  to  the  Assembly  that  General  T.  J.  Jackson  had 
died  on  the  preceding  day,  the  order  of  the  day  gave  place  to  a  motion  made 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  to  the  effect  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  bring  in  a  minute  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  this  body  with  reference 
to  this  great  public  calamity.  Pending  this  motion,  addresses  were  made  by 
the  mover,  by  the  Rev.  John  Miller,  and  by  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  setting 
forth  the  life  and  character  of  the  subject  of  this  action,  and  the  grief  felt-by 
the  Assembly  at  his  death.  The  Moderator  appointed  upon  this  committee, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  Rev.  John  Miller,  Rev.  D.  D.  Sanderson,  Col.  J.  T.  L. 
Preston,  and  Col.  A.  V  Brumby. 

A  paper  was  communicated  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  from  the  Rev. 
James  Sinclair,  which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  its  contents,  was,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

An  overture,  from  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Coit,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Flint  River, 
requesting  an  answer  to  certain  questions  touching  the  validity  of  Christian 
baptism  in  given  cases,  was  received,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

On  nrotion,  the  orders  of  the  day  were  reversed,  and  the  Assembly  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  second  order,  viz.,  hearing  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  first  Assembly  to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  Churches 
on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  Chairman,  the  Rev:  Dr.  James  A.  Lyon,  read 
said  report,  which  was  received,  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  J.  Leighton  Wilson, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  paper  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  at  least  one  com- 
missioner from  each  Synod,  to  consider  its  subject-matter,  to  suggest  what 


1863.]  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  127 

disposal  should  be  made  of  it,  and  to  report,  at  the  same  time,  some  plan  by 
which  the  religious  and  moral  improvement  of  our  slaves  .may  be  more  effect- 
ually secured. 

This  committee  consists  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  Rev.  W  Baird,  Dr.  Jno.  N. 
Waddel,  Dr.  B.  M.  Palmer,  Rev.  A.  Baker,  Rev.  J  M.  Atkinson,  Rev.  T.  E. 
Peck,  Judge  Whitner,  D.  A.  Davis,  Jas.  F.  King,  Col.  Preston,  G.  S.  Cecil, 
W   A.  Bartlett,  and  Col.  Walker. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  L.  Mitchell,  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  W  L. 
Mitchell,  Dr.  Howe,  James  Stratton,  E.  MoNair,  and  Wm.  J.  Bingham,  was 
appointed  to  nominate  suitable  persons  for  occupying  vacancies  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revision  of  the  Form  of  Government  and  Book  of  Discipline. 

An  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  East  Hanover,  recommending  the 
Assembly  to  take  measures  to  secure  a  union  between  the  Old  and  New  School 
branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  received,  and,  on  motion,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  re- 
vise the  Hymn  Book,  reported,  and  the  report  was,  on  motion  of  the  Rev. 
John  Miller,  placed  upon  the  docket. 

On  motion,  the  Assembly  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Asahel  Enloe. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  spent  the  first  half-hour  in  devotional  exercises. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  re- 
ported Overture  No.  1,  with  its  answer,  as  follows  : 

"At  a  meeting  of  Lexington  Presbytery,  held  at  Tinkling  Spring  Church, 
April  11th,  1863,  the .  following  overture  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  approaching  General  Assembly. 

"  In  view  of  the  doubts  of  many  in  our  Church,  in  respect  to  the  beneficiary 
system  of  education,  as  provided  for  the  ministry,  and  believing  that  such  a 
system  too  long  and  generally  pursued  may  attract  a  wrong  class  of  candidates, 
with  false  motives  and  inferior  qualifications,  and  may  also  repel  another  class; 
(unwarrantably,  it  is  true,  but  yet  as  the  actual  experience  of  the  Church;) 
believing,  also,  that  in  this  Southern  Confederacy  young  men  of  suitable  gifts 
can,  in  most  cases,  without  injurious  delay,  pay  their  expenses  in  study  by 
teaching  and  other  useful  pursuits,  or  by  winning,  in  fair  competition,  certain 
bursaries  or  scholarships  that  might  be  provided  at  our  seats  of  learning ;  and 
that  in  the  few  cases  imperatively  needing  help,  private  hands  or  individual 
churches  might  more  intelligently  and  watchfully  bestow  it;  this  Presbytery 
hereby  overtures  the  General  Assembly  to  appoint  a  committee,  at  its  ap- 
proaching sessions,  to  revise  the  whole  subject  of  beneficiary  education,  and 
to  report  to  the  General  Assembly  next  ensuing.  Also,  thi^  Presbytery  makes 
overture  that  the  Church  be  not  committed  to  any  more  permanent  arrange- 
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ment  than  now  exists  for  the  education  of*  ministers,  till  this  report  be  pre- 
sented and  acted  upon. 

"  A  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  Presbytery. 

"  SAMUEL  BROWN,  Stated  Clerk." 

The  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  would  report:  That  tbey  have  given 
to  the  subject  presented  in  Overture  No.  1  the  best  consideration  which  the 
time  at  their  command  would  permit.  It  is  one  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
Church  in  this  and  in  future  generations. 

At  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  duty,  as  it  would  seem 
all  regarded  it,  of  providing  for  the  education  of  such  candidates  for  the 
ministry  as  might  require  pecuniary  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies, 
was  assumed  as  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  which  appertained,  if  not  ex- 
clusively, yet  directly  and  prominently  to  the  Assembly.  Nothing  short  of 
the  most  cogent  reasons  would  justify  so  early  an  abandonment,  or  even  any 
important  modification  of  a  scheme  thus  incorporated  with  the  original  struc- 
ture of  our  ecclesiastical  operations.  It  would  appear  to  be  too  soon  to  begin 
to  "pull  down." 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  it  is  undeniable  that  the  Education  Board  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  whilst 
we  formed  a  component  part  of  the  body,  at  no  time  received  the  general 
support  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  Church.  With  all  the  tendencies  to 
centralization,  our  Presbyteries,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent,  supported 
their  own  candidates,  without  reference  to  the  Board.  Further,  the  overture 
before  us,  coming  from  one  of  the  largest  and  most  influential  Presbyteries  on 
our  roll,  indicates  a  dissatisfaction  with  the  plan  of  operation  existing  in  the 
old  Assembly  and  adopted  by  the  new,  which  it  might  not  be  wise  in  us  to  dis- 
regard. Withal,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  views  set  forth  in  the  over- 
ture are  not  confined  to  that  Presbytery. 

Then,  also,  our  Executive  Committee  of  Education  have  been  arrested  in 
their  work  at  its  commencement  by  the  troubles  of  our  country,  and  may  be 
said  to  have  been  disbanded,  with  no  prospect  of  being  permitted,  for  another 
year  at  least,  to  resume  their  work.  The  Assembly  has  now  before  it  a  prop- 
osition to  reconstruct  the  scheme,  so  far  as  its  practical  operations  are  con- 
cerned, in  order  that  it  may  not  fail  altogether.  This  does  not,  indeed,  afford 
a  sufficient  reason  why  we  should  overthrow  what  has  been  established,  but  it 
does  offer  an  opportunity,  without  serious  inconvenience  or  other  injury,  to 
review  the  whole  subject,  with  the  hope  that  if  there  be  a  better  way  of  man- 
aging this  most  valuable  and,  now  more  than  ever,  imperatively  needed  agency 
for  carrying  forward  the  work  given  us  to  do,  that  better  way  may  be  dis- 
covered ;  and  if  not,  that  the  minds  and  affections  of  all  our  Presbyteries 
and  churches  may  be  united  in  stronger  confidence  and  more  earnest  zeal,  in 
the  support  of  the  scheme  already  adopted. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  appointment  of  the.  committee 
asked  for  in  the  overture. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  following  overtures  (Nos.  2  and  3)  were  reported  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  with  their  answer,  which  was 
adopted : 
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[Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Mississippi,  held  at  Fayette, 

Miss.,  March  Voth.~\ 
"Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  to  the  General  Assembly  be  instructed 
to  request  the  Assembly  to  take  some  action  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  relief 
of  superannuated  and  disabled  ministers  and  their  families, 
e^"  A  true  copy  of  the  minutes.  J.  WEEKS, 

"  Stated  Cleric  of  Mississippi  Presbytery." 

"The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate 
States  is  respectfully  overtured  to  adopt  the  following  or  some  similar  plan 
of  providing  for  the  support  of  disabled  and  superannuated  ministers,  and  the 
widows  and  families  of  deceased  ministers : 

"  Whereas  it  has  been  recognized  as  the  duty  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  Confederate  States  to  nftke  provision  for  the  support  of  her  disabled  and 
superannuated  ministers,  and  for  the  support  of  the  widows  and  families  of 
deceased  ministers  when  left  in  straitened  circumstances ;  Therefore 

"Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  hereby  enjoined  upon  all  our  Synods  and  Pres- 
byteries to  take  such  action  as  will  secure  in  each  of  our  churches  an  annual 
contribution  to  a  fund  for  the  support  of  disabled  and  superannuated  min- 
isters, and  the  widows  and  families  of  deceased  ministers. 

"2.  That  a  separate  column  be  added  to  the  statistical  reports  of  the 
churches  for  these  contributions. 

"3.  That  to  the  list  of  Standing  Committees  usually  appointed  by  the 
Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  added  a  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Disabled  Ministers'  Fund,  to  whom  the  report  hereinafter  mentioned,  and 
the  whole  subject-matter  to  which  it  relates,  shall  be  referred. 

"4.  That  we  invite  special  donations  and  legacies  in  order  to  form  a  per- 
manent fund,  the  income  of  which,  together  with  the  annual  contributions 
of  the  churches  on  this  behalf,  shall  be  applied  for  the  object  above  indicated. 
"5.  That  the  funds  thus  obtained  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly — permanent  funds  to  be  invested  by  said 
Trustees  in  such  form  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  judicious — the  income  of 
said  permanent  fund  and  the  annual  c6ntributions  of  the  churches  to  this 
object  to  be  disbursed  by  said  Trustees,  or  a  committee  of  Trustees,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Board  itself,  for  the  support  of  disabled  and  superannuated 
ministers  and  the  widows  and  families  of  deceased  ministers,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Presbytery  to  which  the  party  of  parties  for  whom  relief  is 
desired  most  naturally  belong — or  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Moderator 
and  Stated  Clerk  of  said  Presbytery. 

"  6.  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  report  their  action  in  the  premises  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  annual  sessions. 

"7  That  in  order  to  give  a  due  prominence  to  this  object  in  the  prayers 
and  sympathies  and  contributions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Con- 
federate States  in  the  outset  of  her  career,  each  and  every  pastor  and  stated 
supply  in  our  connection  be  requested  to  preach  upon  the  subject  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

"  8.  That  when  a  form  of  devise  or  bequest  is  prepared  and  published  with 
the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly,  or  in  any  other  publication,  for  the  other 
benevolent  objects  of  the  Church,  there  shall  also  be  prepared  and  published 
a  form  of  devise  and  bequest  to  the  Disabled  Ministers'  Fund;  also,  that  in 
the  form  for  a  charter  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly,  imme- 
diately after  the  mention  of  the  other  benevolent  operations  of  the  Church, 
shall  be  inserted  the  words,  '  and  of  providing  for  the  support  of  disabled 
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and  superannuated  ministers  and  the  widows  and  families  of  deceased  minis- 
ters/ or  equivalent  words. 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

I    "  C.  W    Lane,  of  Hopewell  Presbytery." 

The  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  report  that  they  have  had  before 
them  the  two  overtures  above  recited.  One  of  the  overtures  (No.  3)  is 
from  a  member  of  this  Assembly,  and  embraces  the  outline  of  a  plan  of 
operation  which  shows  that  its  author  has  bestowed  no  little  thought  upon 
the  subject.  There  are,  however,  certain  questions  preliminary  to  the  adop- 
tion of  any  scheme  in  regard  to  which  the  Committee  was  not  apprised  that 
the  mind  of  the  Assembly  has  been  expressed,  or  even  formed.  One  of  these 
is,  whether  the  support  for  the  classes  named  shall  be  derived  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  fund  raised  and  invested  for  that  purpose,  or  from  annual  contri- 
butions made  by  our  churches,  and  expended  as  they  are  received.  Another 
question  is,  whether  it  is  advisable  that  the  Assembly  should  assume  the 
responsibility  of  making  the  much-needed  provision,  or  should  remit  the 
matter  to  our  Synods,  severally,  to  attend  to  the  duty  within  their  own 
bounds.  As  your  Committee  have  no  instructions  to  guide  them  in  relation 
to  these  and  similar  questions,  they  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  any 
definite  plan  of  operation  to  be  adopted  by  the  present  Assembly. 

The  subject,  however,  is  one  of  great  importance.  The  reception  of  two 
overtures,  from  different  sources,  shows  also  that  the  minds  of  our  people  are 
turned  to  it  with  special  interest.,  The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend 
that  a  committee  be  now  appointed  to  consider  the  whole  subject,  in  all  its 
bearings,  including  the  questions  already  mentioned,  with  such  as  may  be 
suggested  in  their  inquiries  and  conferences,  and  to  report  to  the,  next 
Assembly  a  scheme  for  carrying  into  effect  the  plan  which  shall  commend 
itself  most  strongly  to  their  judgments.  The  Committee  further  recommend 
that  this  committee  consist  of  the  Rev.  C.  W  Lane,  the  Rev.  David  Wills, 
Hon.  E.  A.  Nisbet,  Washington  Poe,  and  Wm.  L.  Mitchell,  Esqs.,  all  of  the 
Synod  of  Georgia. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  to  hear,  at  this  time,  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  Publication.  Accordingly,  said  report  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Assembly  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Secretary  of  Publi- 
cation, and  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Publication. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  the  Rev.  R.  C.  Grfier,  D.  D.,  Cor- 
responding Delegate  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South, 
addressed  the  Assembly.  The  Moderator  responded  in  behalf  of  the 
Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  from  the  Judicial  Committee,  made  a  report  which, 
on  motion,  was  accepted,  amended,  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Judicial  Committee,  to  which  were  referred^  the  papers  purporting  to  be 
a  complaint  against  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  beg  leave  to  report :  That 
they  find  the  complaint  not  in  order,  there  appearing  no  formal  Gomplaint  as 
against  the  Synod  in  the  premises;  and  the  Committee  beg  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

The  Rev.  John  Miller  offered  the  following  minute,  which,  on  motion,  was 
adopted : 
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The  following  action  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1861  being  unconstitu- 
tional, and  having  been  reported  on  by  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures 
at  the  Assembly  of  1862  as,  probably  from  reasons  in  their  possession,  incor- 
rect as  a  matter  of  record,  is  hereby  declared  by  this  Assembly  null  and  of 
no  effect:  "Resolved,  That  the  second  section  of  the  eighth  chapter  of  the 
Form  of  Government  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  words :  '  They  shall  not  indulge  in  the  discussion  of  questions  of 
State  or  party  politics,  or  controverted  questions  pertaining  to  civil  govern- 
ment and  policy.'  " 

V 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  on'  the  Charter,  reported  as 
follows,  and  the  report  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  whole  subject  of  the  Charter  for 
the  incorporation  of  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  together  with  the  letter  of  the 
Rev.  Dr,.  B.  T.  Baird,  chairman  of  the  select  Committee  raised  by  the  last 
Assembly  on  the  same  subject,  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  Assembly  of  1861,  at  Augusta,  adopted  a  form  of  charter,  perpetual  as1 
to,  time  and  unlimited  as  to  the  amount  of  property  which  should  be  held, 
whose  leading  feature  was  that  there  should  be  one  undivided  corporation,  in 
which  all  the  legal  rights  of  the  Assembly  shdald  be  vested,  and  of  which  all 
the  Committees,  Agencies,  or  Boards  created,  and  to  be  created,  by  the 
Assembly,  and  connected  with  her  benevolent  purposes  and  operations,  should 
be  held  to  be  branches — obviating  thus  the  necessity  of  incorporating  them 
separately  and  individually.  This  form  of  charter  the  Assembly  desired 
should  be  obtained  from  as  many  of  the  States  in  the  Confederacy  as  possible, 
especially  the  States  of  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  in 
each  of  which  committees  were  appointed  charged  with  the  duty  of  securing 
the  legislation  necessary  to  this  end. 

In  consequence  of  the  troubled  state  of  the  country,  the  Assembly  of  1862, 
which-  met  five  months  later  at  Montgomery,  was  without  satisfactory  in- 
formation as  to  the  result  of  the  efforts  made  by  these  committees  respect- 
ively; and  raised  a  special  committee,  of  which  Dr.  Baird  was  the  chairman, 
to  collect  these  results,  and  also  to  secure  the  necessary  information  as  to  the 
forms  6f  charters  and  the  conditions  of  securing  them  in  the  several  States 
where  they  may  be  required.  This  committee,  however,  like  those  pre- 
viously appointedyhas,  from  the  same  cause,  been  prevented  from  convening, 
as  is  fully  stated  in  the  letter  of  Dr.  Baird.  In  this  posture,  the  subject 
comes  up  anew  for  the  consideration  of  this  General  Assembly. 

Were  not  grave  interests  involved,  which  must  suffer  by  delay,  courtesy 
might  require  the  continuance  of  the  committee  appointed  last  year  until 
such  time  as  the  results  of  their  inquiries  might  be  laid  before  the  Assembly.' 
But  the  complete  organization  of  our  benevolent  agencies  will  thus  be  sus- 
pended for  at  least  eighteen  months,  during  which  time  most  important  trusts 
will  be  in  jeopardy.  Bequests  may  at  any  time  be  made  to  each  of  the  great 
interests  of  the  Church,  which  can  be  held  only  by  some  body  known  to  the 
law.  It  is  ascertained,  moreover,  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
property,  both  real  and  personal,  within  the  Confederate  States,  \*ich  was 
originally  donated  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  'States,  or  to  the  several  Boards  of  that  Church,  all  of  which 
justly  and  equitably  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate 
States  of  America.  The  incorporation  of  Trustees  for  the  Assembly,  at  as 
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early  a  day  as  practicable,  is  important,  in  order  to  preserve  this  property 
from  sequestration;  inasmuch  as  the  said  Trustees  are  the  proper  persons,  in 
law  and  in  fact,  to  represent,  secure,  and  protect  all  the  rights  and  interests  of 
this  Church  to  all  the  property  which  justly  and  equitably  belongs  to  it,  and 
were  distinctly  charged  with  this  duty  by  the  Assembly  at  Augusta. 

Your  Committee  are  agreed  that  the  way  is  open  for  this  Assembly  to  pro- 
ceed to  immediate  and  final  action  in  the  premises.  They  are  in  possession  of 
an  attested  copy  of  an  act  of  incorporation  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  March  19,  1862,  which  is  herewith  submitted,  and  which 
is  identical  with  that  adopted  by  the  Assembly  at  Augusta,  with  the  single 
exception  that  instead  of  being  perpetual,  it  is  limited  to  the  term  of  ninety- 
nine  years.  Under  this  charter  the.  Trustees  originally  appointed  by  the 
Assembly,  with  a  few  changes  hereafter  to  bev  indicated,  may,  in  the  Com- 
mittee's judgment,  organize  at  once,  and  proceed  to  the  execution  of  their 
high  trust. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  concur  in  the  following  recommendations : 

1.  That  the  charter  granted  by  the  State  of  Tennessee  be  at  once  accepted 
by  this  General  Assembly. 

2.  That  with  a  view  to  localizing  the  Trustees  as  mech  as  possible,  the 
Assembly,  during  its  present  sessions,  proceed  to  elect  Trustees  in  place  of 
Thomas  Henderson,  of  Mississippi,  deceased;  of  W  P.  Campbell,  of  Louisiana, 
now  an  exile  in  Europe;  and  of  Moses  Greenwood  and  of  Jos.  A.  Maybin,  of 
the  same  State,  now  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy;  taking  care  to  select  per- 
sons who  reside  sufficiently  near  to  each  other  to  be  convened  without  diffi- 
culty— and  who,  with  others  of  the  original  Trustees  quite  accessible,  will 
secure  a  quorum  for  an  early  meeting. 

3.  That  the  Assembly  designate  some  one  of  these  Trustees  to  act  tem- 
porarily as  chairman,  and- charge  him  with  the  duty  of  convening  the  rest  at 
some  central  place  at  the  earliest  day  possible,  for  the  purpose  <5f  organizing 
under  the  charter  obtained  from  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

4.  That  these  Trustees,  when  convened,  be  directed  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  same  or  similar  charter  to  that  already  ob- 
tained, in  as  many  of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy  as  may  be  induced  to 
grant  it. 

5.  That  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  which  they  may  make  for  their  own 
government,  as  empowered  to  do  in  the  second  section  of  the  charter,  shall  be 
submitted  for  examination  and  revision  to  the  next  Assembly. 

6.  That  to  avoid  complexity  and  friction,  as  well  as  delay  in  the  business 
operations  of  the  four  Committees  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  of 
Education,  and  of  Publication,  the  Trustees  be  directed  so  to  arrange  in  their 
by-laws  that  all  contributions  and  gifts  designated  to  these  particular  objects 

■  may  flow  directly  to  the  Treasurers  of  these  Committees  respectively,  whose 
receipts  shall  be  a  full  and  legal  discharge  to  the  parties  by  whom  these  gifts 
and  payments  shall  be  made. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  M.  Palmer,  Chairman. 

On  metion  of  W-  A.  Bartlett,  the  Committee  on  the  Charter  was  directed 
to  nominate  Trustees  of  the  Assembly  >  in  place  of  Thomas  Henderson,  of 
Mississippi,   deceased ;  of  W    P.   Campbell,   of  Louisiana,  now^  an   exile  in 
Europe ;  of  Moses  Greenwood  and  of  Joseph  A.  Maybin,  of  the  same  State 
now  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy;  and  of  David  N.  Kennedy,  Wm.  S.  Plem- 
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ing,  and  Win.  S.  Eakin,  of  Tennessee,  who  also  are  within  the  lines  of  the 
enemy. 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  made  an  additional  report,,  which 
was  accepted. 

The  Committees  on  the  Records  of  the  Synods  of  Georgia  and  of  Alabama 
reported,  recommending  the  approval  of  the  same,  so  far  as  written.     Adopted. 

The  Committees  on  the  Records  of  the  Synods  of  Texas,  Memphis,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Arkansas,  reported  that  the  Records  of  these  Synods  had  not  been 
placed  in  their  hands.     Reports  accepted,  and  the  Committees  discharged. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  C.  W  Lane,  the  following  minute  was  adopted: 

r 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Con- 
federate States  fully  recognizes  the  efficacy  of  the  prayers  of  God's  people, 
and  the  necessity  for  divine  guidance  in  its  own  deliberations,  therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  General  Assembly  recommend  to  all  the  churches 
under  its  care,  to  offer  special  prayer  during  the  devotion  of  the  Sabbath  pre- 
ceding the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  each  year,  that  God  would  of 
great  mercy  so  give  the  Assembly  the  wisdom  that  cometh  from  above,  and 
so  direct  all  its  plans,  discussions,  and  decisions,  as  to  promote  His  own  glory, 
and  advance  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  in  the  earth. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  above  preamble  and  resolution  be  printed  annually 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Theological 
Seminaries,  presented  so  much  of  the  Committee's  report  as  recommends  an 
acceptance  of  the  transfer,  of  -the  Thelogical  Seminary  of  the  Synod  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  to  the  Assembly ;.  and,  pending  the  motion  of  the  Rev. 
W  W  Morrison  to  adopt  the  same,  the  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  to- 
morrow morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Sanderson. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  spent  the  first  half-hour  in  prayer,  reading  the 
Scriptures,  anl  singing. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Moderator  announced  the  following  Committee,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion (as  required  in  the  answer  to  Overture  No.  1)  the  propriety  of  revising 
the  scheme  of  beneficiary  education,  with  the  direction  to  report  to  the  next 
General  Assembly:  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jno.  N.  Waddel,  D. 
D.,  Rev.  George  Howe,  D.  D.,  Rev.  John  Miller,  and  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston. 

The  Rev.  E.  T.  Buist,  D.  D.,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education, 
presented  the  following  report,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  received  and  adopted, 
except  that  portion  which  relates  to  the  recommendation  for  consolidating  the 
Executive  Committee  of  Education  with  that  of  Publication,  and  the  nomina- 
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tions  for  Secretary  of  Education  and  members  of  the  Executive  Committee ; 
which  portion  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present : 

The  Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Provisional  Committee,  respectfully  report : 

1.  That  they  have  given  it  their  consideration,  and  recommend  that  the 
Assembly  approve  of  the  prudence  and  judgment  of  Dr.  Gray,  the  Secretary 
of  Education,  in  appointing  so  suitable  a  provisional  committee,  and  in  trans- 
ferring the  funds  to  a  place  of  greater  safety  than  they  were,  as,  from  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  in  Memphis,  it  was  impossible  for  him  either  to  dis- 
charge his  duties  as  Secretary  or  to  preserve  the  funds  in  safety. 

2.  They  recommend  that  the  investment,  by  the  Provisional  Committee,  of 
the  funds  in  Confederate  notes,  which  can  be  converted  at  any  moment  into 
cash  funds,  be  approved. 

3.  That  the  Assembly  concur  with  the  Committee  in  urging  upon  our 
churches  the  continued  collection  of  funds  for  education,  as  the  demand  will 
probably,  at  no  distant  day,  be  very  great  for  them,  and  it  is  wise  thus  to  lay 
l»y  in  store,  that  there  be  nothing;  wanting. 

Although  this  Committee  regard  the  education  of  indigent  young  men  for 
the  Gospel  ministry  as  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  blessed  works  of  charity 
in  which  the  Church  can  engage,  yet  they  recommend  nothing  as  teethe  best 
method  of  conducting  it,  whether  by  an  Assembly  committee,  or  by  Synodical 
or  Presbyterial  action  alone,  as  that  subject  will  come  up  from  another  com- 
mittee, to  which  it  has  been  specifically  committed.  They  would,  however, 
recommend  that,  for  the  present,  the  Committee  of  Education  and  that  of 
Publication  be  united  under  one  management,  as  the  labors  of  each  are  very 
light,  and  one  Secretary  and  committee  can  discharge  them  both.  In  closing, 
the  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  recommend  to  all  our  churches  the 
observance  of  the  last  Thursday  in  February  next  as  a  day  of  prayer  in  behalf 
of  colleges,  schools,  and  all  institutions  of  learning,  that  God  would  pour  out 
His  Holy, Spirit  upon  them  and  bless  them;  and  that  a  collection  be  taken  up 
in  behalf  of  the  education  of  indigent  and  pious  youth  for  the  Gospel  ministry. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

E.  T.  Euist,  Chairman. 

They  also  present  the  following  nominations:  For  Secretary,  Rev.  Wm. 
Brown,  D.  D.;  for  Treasurer,  James  Miller ;  for  Members,  Eev.  T.  V  Moore 
D.  D.,  Rev.  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.  D.,  W  F.  Taylor,  Wm.  M.  Elliott,  Roger  Martin! 
W-  H.  White,  J.  D.  K.  Sleight,  Nicholas  C.  Read,  W  D.  Cook. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  offered  by  the  Rev.  John  Miller, 
was,  after  discussion,  laid  upon  the  table: 

Whereas  the  well-sustained  urgency  of  the  Chur6h,  in  collecting  funds  for 
the  education  of  indigent  students  for  the  Gospel  ministry,  maybe  having  the 
influence  of  relieving  a  sense  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  parents,  in 
bringing  forward  and  sustaining  their  own  sons  in  a  course  of  education  for 
this  important  office ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  raises  its  voice  against  any  such  influence, 
and.  urges  upon  all  our  pastors  to  make  it  more  than  ever  a  great  object  of 
their  ministry  to  raise  up,  eaeh  within  the  bounds  of  his  own  church,  as  many 
young  men  as  possible,  whom  God  has  blessed  with  piety  and  suitable  talents, 
to  engage  in  the  ministerial  service. 


±St>3.J  <i±iJN.UKA_L.  ASSJiiiVLB-LX.  16b 

The  following  substitute  for  this  preamble  and  resolution,  offered  by  Wm. 
J.  Bingham,  was  also  laid  upon  the  table : 

Resolved;  As  the  sense  of  this  General  Assembly,  that  it  is  more  than  ever 
the  duty  of  parents  to  dedicate  their  sons  to  God  for  the  Gospel.ministry,  and 
ofx  such  as  are  blessed  with  worldly  substance,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  prep- 
aration for  the  work. 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  the*  Synod  of  Virginia  reported,  recom- 
mending that  they  be  approved  so  far  as  written.     Adopted. 

The  Rev.  D.  D.  Sanderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence, 
presented  the  following  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence  respectfully  report  to 
the  Assembly,  that  reports  from  only  five  Presbyteries,  on  this  subject,  have 
been  received;  viz.,  Lexington,  Concord,  Montgomery,  Mississippi,  and  Cen- 
tral Mississippi;  consequently,  they  are  without  sufficient  data  to  enable  them 
to  report  to  what  extent  the  grace  of  giving  has  been  exercised  throughout 
our  bounds  during  the  past  year.  The  Committee"  hope  and  believe,  from 
knowledge  derived  from  other  sources,  that  a  full  statement  from  all  the 
churches  would  present  a  much  more  favorable  aspect  of  this  subject  than 
the  few  that  have  been  submitted  to  their  inspection;  inasmuch  as  most  of 
the  Presbyteries  from  whom  reports  have  been  received  lie  adjacent  to  our 
military  lines,  which  have,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  interfered  with  their 
church  enterprises. 

The  Committee  would  urge  upon  the  delinquent  Presbyteries  the  duty  and 
importance  of  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Assembly,  to  send  up 
prompt  and  full  reports  on  this  subject,  that  it  may  be  known  in  what  measure 
the  churches  are  fulfilling  their  obligations,  in  giving  to  the  Lord  a  due  pro- 
portion of  their  substance. 

In  view  of  the  frequent  and. full  deliverances  made  on  this  subject  by  the 
Assembly,  during  the  last  two  years,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  able  and 
elaborate  report  made  to  the  Assembly  met  in  Augusta,  we  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  on  the  present  occasion  to  canvass  the  subject  anew  and  at  large; 
or  to  do  more  than  endorse  the  views  therein  set  forth,  and  urge  compliance 
on  the  part  of  all  our  churches  with  the  injunctions  and  exhortations  therein 
contained. 

.Deeply  convinced  as  we  are  of  the  importance  of  Christian  benevolence, 
not  only  to  the  efficiency  and  success  of  the  great  enterprises  of  the  Church 
for  the  support  and  spread  of  the  Gospel,  but  also  to  the  development  of 
Christian  character  and  growth  in  grace,  the  Committee  would  earnestly  en- 
join upon  all  its  ministers  to  instruct  their  several  churches  faithfully  in  the 
nature  and  obligations  of  this  great  duty — setting  forth  Christian  benevolence 
as  a  grace  of  the  Spirit,  classed  in  the  word  of  inspiration  along  with  faith, 
spiritual  knowledge,  and  brotherly  love ;  and  its  exercise  as  an  act  of  divine 
worship,  equally  binding  and  important  as  prayer  and  praise,  and  which  can- 
not be  neglected  by  God's  people  without  incurring  His  displeasure,  and  suffer- 
ing great  spiritual  damage. 

Without  dictating  any  particular  mode  for  collecting  the  charities  of  the 
Church,  the  Committee  would  nevertheless  respectfully  recommend,  in  all 
cases  where  it  is  practicable,  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  weekly  Sabbath 
collections;  believing  that  it  best  accords  with  the  order  of  the  apostle,  "  Upon 
the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath 
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prospered  him ; "  and  that  it  is  the  means  of  securing  the  largest  possible 
amount  of  funds  for  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  D.  Sanderson,  Chairman. 

Wm.  L.  Mitchell,  from  the  Committee  eta  the  Charter,  reported  as  follows, 
and  the  report  was,  on  motion,  adopted : 

The  Committee  on ,  the  Charterj&to  which  was  referred  the  duty  of  nom- 
inating persons  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  General 
Assembly,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  names  ;  viz.,  Joseph  H.  Wilson, 
Joseph  N.  Whitner,  Jesse  A.  Ansley,  J.  A..  Crawford,  George  M.  Thew,  Wm. 
D.  Johnson,  and  Jno.  A.  Inglis.  The  Board  of  Trustees  will  thus  consist  of 
Bobert  M.  Patton  and  John  Whiting,  of  Alabama;  Samuel  McCorkle,  of 
Virginia;  Thomas  C.  Perrin,  Bobert  Adger,  Joseph  N.  Whitner,  J.  A.  Craw- 
ford, Wm.  D.  Johnson,  and  J.  A.  Inglis,  of  South  Carolina;  James  B.  Walker, 
Jesse  A.  Ansley,  and  George  M.  Thew,  of  Georgia;  Benjamin  M.  Palmer,  of 
Louisiana ;  Joseph  H.  Wilson,  and  J   H.  Lindsay,  of  North  Carolina. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  that  the  Bev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D.,  act  as 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  call  them  together  at  Columbia,  S. 
C,  at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

The  Bev.  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.  D.,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Over- 
tures, reported  Overture  No.  4,  with  its  answer,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows  :* 

"  To  the    General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian   Church  in   the  Confederate 
States  of  America: 

"The  undersigned,  believing  the  question,  'Unto  what  were  ye  baptized?' 
to  be  ODe  of  much  importance,  respectfully  overtures  this  Assembly  in  the  i 
following  case,  viz. : 

"  A  person  presents  himself  for  admission  into  this  Church,  who  declares 
that  he  has  been  baptized  in  water  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity ;  that  when  he 
received  the  ordinance  his  views  were  intelligent  and  clear,' and  that  his  sole 
apprehension  of  the  nature  of  the  ordinance  was,  that  it  symbolized  the  burial 
and  resurrection  of  Christ. 

"  The  administrator  of  the  ordinance  in  this  case  is  duly  qualified,  unless  the 
holding  and  teaching  of  the  above  sentiments  respecting  the  nature  of  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  disqualify  one  from  properly  administering  the  same. 

"  Is  such  a  ceremony  valid  Christian  baptism  ? 

"  Again,  where  the  notion  respecting  baptism,  indicated  in  the  above  case, 
becomes  the  prevailing  and  controlling!  idea  in  respect  to  the  ordinance,  does 
this  invalidate  the  ordinance  ? 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"Geo.  H  Coit. 

«  Flint  River  Presbytery." 

The  Committee  do  not  feel  prepared  to  recommend  an  answer,  either  afiirm- 
ative  or  negative,  to  the  question  raised  in  this  overture,  without  an  opportu- 
nity for  a  more  careful  examination  than  can  now  be  made  of  the  subject. 
To  represent  the  ordinance  of  baptism  as  the-  symbol  of  the  burial  and  resur- 
rection of  Christ,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  it 
is  designed  primarily  to  signify,  is  a  grave  error,  and  it  is  feared  a  growing 
error  in  our  day.  It  is,  however,  no  slight  matter,  but  one  of  great  delicacy 
and  responsibility,  to  determine  how  much  of  error,  whether  of  defect  or  of 
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perversion,  "jon  the  part  either  of  the  administrator  or  of  the  subject,  may 
exist  -without  invalidating  the  ordinance  itself. 

Still,  as  the  question  is  important,  and  one  which  our  pastors  and  sessions 
must  frequently  encounter  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions,  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  receive  a  definite  answer  from  the  highest  judicatory  of  our 
^  Church,  in  order  that  the  practice  of  the  Church  may  be  uniform  throughout 
the  country.  The  Committee,  therefore,  suggest  that  it  be  referred,  according 
to  a  good  and  ancient  custom  of  the  lleformed  Church  in  Europe,  to  our  learned 
brethren  of  the  Theological  Seminaries  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  re- 
questing them  to  bestow  upon  it  such  attention  as  they  may  be  able,  and  to 
report  their  views  to  the  next  Assembly. 

If  this  suggestion  shall  be  approved  by  the  Assembly,  the  Committee 
recommend  that  the  Rev.  Drs.  Adger  and  Howe,  of  the  Seminary  at  Colum- 
bia, and  the  Rev.  Drs.  Dabney  and  Smith,  of  the  Seminary  in  Prince  Edward, 
Va.,  constitute  a  Committee  to  whom  the  matter  shall  be  specially  intrusted. 

The  following  overture  (No.  5)  was  also  reported  by  the  chairman  of.  the 
Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures,  with  its  answer,  which  was  adopted : 

[Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  East  Hanover,  convened  in 
Petersburg,   Va.,  May  1,  1868.] 

"  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate 
States  is  hereby  overtured  by  the  Presbytery  of  East  Hanover,  to  take  such 
steps  as  its  wisdom  may  suggest,  at  its  approaching  meeting  in  Columbia,  to 
bring  about  a  union  between  the  Old  and  New  School  Presbyterians  in  the 
Confederate  States. 

"  William  Brown,  S.  Clerk,  pro  tern." 

The  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  would  report,  touching  the  above 
overture,  as  follows : 

The  subject  of  a  formal  union  between  our  Church  and  the  body  known  as 
the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  designated  in  the  overture  as 
the  New  School  Presbyterians,  appears  to  have  engaged  the  earnest  attention 
of  a  large  number  of  our  ministers  and  people,  especially  in  the  regions  in 
which  the  respective  parties  are  brought  into  the  most  frequent  contact  with 
each  other.  In  addition  to  the  paper  before  us,  we  are  informed  that  a  me- 
morial of  the  same  tenor  was  adopted  by  the  Presbytery  of  West  Hanover, 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Assembly  at  its  present  session.  Brethren  from 
other,  portions  of  the  country  assure  us  that  the  desire  is  general,  and  becoming 
every  day  stronger,  in  the  churches  around  them,  although  it  may  not  have 
found  expression  in  the  formal  deliverances  of  our  Presbyteries.  It  is  be- 
lieved, also,  by  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  most  favorable  opportunities  of 
forming  a  correct  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  a  corresponding  desire  exists  on 
the  part  of  the  ministers  and  people  of  the  other  side.  It  may  be  that  these 
are  indications  of  providence,  designed  to  admonish  us  that  the  time  for  which 
many  of  our  people  have  long  prayed,  and  which  all,  perhaps,  have  confidently 
expected,  has  arrived — the  time  for  initiating  those  specific  measures  which, 
under  the  guidance  and  favor  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  shall  reunite 
in* lull  Christian  affection  and  in  full  ecclesiastical  communion,  those  and  the 
children  of  those  who  once  lived  together  in  harmony,  and  with  mutual  edifi- 
cation, under  the  same  name  and  the  same  polity.  It  may  be,  also,  that  one 
design  of  the  providence  which  has  sundered  our  connection  with  our  late 
brethren  of  the  North,  is  to  open  the  way  for  our  union  with  those  who  may 
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still  be  called  our  late  brethren  of  the  South.  The  judgments. of  God  are 
heavy  upon  us  both ;  it  may  be  that  if  we  should,  now  that  our  hearts  are 
chastened  by  our  sore  afflictions,  meet  together  in  such  form  as  we  may,  pray 
together,  and  confer  with  each  other  as  to  the  things  in  which  we  agree,  as 
well  as  tbose  in  which  we  have  differed,  we  shall  find  that,  whatever  may  have 
existed  in  the  past,  there  are  no  longer  any  insuperable  barriers  to  keep  us 
asunder. 

With  a  view  to  do  what  in  us  may  lie  to  ascertain  whether  such  union  can 
be  formed  upon  any  basis  that  shall  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  and  shall 
offer  reasonable  grounds  of  hope  for  permanent  harmony  and  cooperation, 
your  Committee  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  confer  on  the 
subject  with  any  committee  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  United  Synod,  and 
report  the  results  of  such  conference  to  the  next  Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  paper  presented  by  the  Rev.  James  A.  Lyon,  D.  D.,  read  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  Dr.  Lyon,  respectfully 
report,  that  in  view  of  the  great  length  of  the  address,  the  variety  and 
importance  of  the  topics  involved  in  it,  and  the  difficulty  of  examining  it 
thoroughly  in  manuscript  form,  they  would  embody  their  recommendation  in 
the  following  resolution,  viz., 

Resolved,  That  this  address  be  recommitted  to  toe  Eev.  Dr.  Lyon,  Dr.  J. 
Leighton  Wilson,  Dr.  Palmer,  Mr.  D.  A.  Davis,  Mr.  G-.  J.  S.  Walker,  and 
Judge  J.  N..Whitner,  to  consider  the  subject-matter  of  the  same,  and  report 
at  the  next  General  Assembly ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they  are  authorized 
to  publish  the  address  of  Dr.  Lyon,  in  any  way  they  may  think  best;  and 
further,  that  the  report  they  may  propose  to  submit  to  the  next  Assembly  be 
printed  in  advance  of  the  meeting,  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Howe,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions, 
presented  the  following  report,  which,  being  amended,  on  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L. 
Wilson,  to  the  effect  that  the  commissioners  herein  named  should  be  appointed 
through  the  Executive  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  their  salaries 
fixed  by  said  Committee,  was  adopted : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions  present  the 
following  as  their  report : 

There  has  been  committed  to  us  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Domestic  Missions,  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  same,  and  an  over- 
ture from  the  Flint  River  Presbytery,  in  reference  to  Dr.  Palmer. 

We  cannot  but  express  our  sorrow  at  the  embarrassments  which  this  cruel 
war  has  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  their  attempts  to 
advance -the  cause  of  Domestic  Missions.  The  presence  of  the  enemy  has 
interrupted  their  communication  with  a  portion  of  the  Missionaries  employed 
by  them.  Feeble  churches  have  been  still  further  weakened  by  the  absence 
in  the  army  of  their  most  active  members,  and  have  lost  all  hope  of  enjoying 
the  means  of  grace  till  the  war  is  over ;  and  the  contributions  to  the  treasury 
of  this  Committee  have  been  greatly  diminished.  The  stronger  Presbyteries 
are  becoming  more  and  more  accustomed  to  do  the  work  of  Domestic  Missions 
within  their  own  bounds,  without  employing  the  agency  of  this  Committee. 
It  is  cause  of  regret  that  they  too  often  content  themselves  with  this  measure 
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of  effort,  and  that  the  Committee  is  for  this  reason  also  stinted  as  to  its  means 
of  assisting  churches  in  the  feebler  Presbyteries,  and  in  the  more  distant  and 
frontier  portions  of  the  Confederacy. 

The  Committee,  too,  has  encountered  difficulties  in  the  work  of  obtaining 
chaplains  for  the  army,  and  in  securing  their  appointment.  We  are  happy 
to  know  that  some  of  these  difficulties  are  disappearing;  that  Presbyteries  are 
beginning  to  designate  some  of  their  best  ministers  for  thie  service ;  and  that 
the  deepest  interest  is  felt  throughout  the  Church  in  the  spiritual  condition  of 
our  noble  army,  upon  which  God  even  now,  in  some  of  its  camps,  appears  to 
be  pouring  out  His^Holy  Spirit. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  Committee  would  recommend  to  the 
Assembly  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  1.  That  those  Presbyteries  which  conduct  the  work  of  Domestic 
Missions  for  themselves,  and  are  situated  in  the  portions  of  the  Confederacy 
best  supplied  with  the  Gospel,  should  not  be  content  with  providing  for  their 
own  spiritual  wants,  but  are  enjoined  to  remember  those  •  elsewhere' who  are 
destitute  of  the  ordinances  of  God's  house,  and  to  send  a  proper  portion  "of 
their  funds  to  the  treasury  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions, 
to>  be -expended  by  them  in  extending  the  Gospel;  and  this  whole  cause  is 
anew  commended -to*the  liberality  of  the  Church. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Presbyteries  be  directed  to  furnish  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Executive  Committee  an  annual  statement  of  their  efforts  in  this  cause, 
including  the  Missionaries  employed,  and  the  funds  expended  for  their  sup- 
port; and  that  it  be  enjoined  on  him,  by  correspondence  or  otherwise,  to 
obtain  this  information  as  far  as  practicable,  and  incorporate  it  in  the  annual 
report. 

Resolved,  3.  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  active  men  of  this  Confed- 
eracy are  in  the  army,  are  to  a  great  extent  without  the  ministry  of  the  Word, 
and  in  many  instances  are  longing  for  the  stated  ordinances  of  the  Gospel, 
there  is  an  imperative  need  of  a  full  and  regular  supply  of  chaplains  through- 
out the  service;  and,  therefore,  that  we  proceed  to  establish  the  office  of 
Commissioner  from  this  Assembly  to  each  of  the  grand  armies  of  the  Con- 
federacy, the  duties  of  these  officers  being :  (1)  to  labor  as  chaplains ;  (2)  to 
select  with  great  care,  and  secure  other  chaplains  for  the  army,  by  corres- 
pondence with  ministers  and  Presbyteries,  with  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Missions,  and  with  Colonels  of  Regiments ;  (3)  to  procure  these  chaplains 
commissions,  and  to  open  their  way  as  strangers  to  the  different  camps ;  (4) 
to  welcome  and  employ  other  ministers  on  temporary  visits  to  the  army,  and 
to  give  them  opportunities  of  usefulness ;  (5)  to  circulate  books  and  tracts, 
and  to  organize  this  species  of  labor;  and  lastly,  in  all  respects  to  organize 
the  work,  that  our  Church,  under  God,  may  be  put  in  possession  of  prompt 
opportunities  of  doing  good  in  this  interesting  field  of  labor. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  Rev.  B.  T.  Lacy  be  hereby  appointed  such  a  Com- 
missioner for  the  army  of  Virginia;  that  the  Rev  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D.,  having 
offered  to  do  service  in  the  West,  on  his  own  charges,  if  he  be  left  to  some 
measure  of  discretion  in  respect  to  the  length  of  time,  be  most  cordially  ac- 
cepted in  this  offer  of  his  labor,  and  be  Commissioner,  provisionally,  to  the 
army  of  Tennessee ;  that  the "  Executive  Committee  have  liberty  to  appoint 
another  Commissioner  to  each  of  the  other  great  armies  of  the  Confederacy; 

that  the  salary  of  this  office  be  not  less  than dollars ;  that  those  whom 

we  appoint  to  it  be  encouraged  to  seek  regular  commissions  in  the  army  of 
the  Confederate  States,  provided  that  they  can  make  it  certain  that  they  will 
be  detached  to  the  more  general  duty ;  that  the  Executive  Committee  be 
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charged  to  collect  and  pay  over  their  stipulated  support,  and  that  the  churches 
be   enjoined  to  give  liberally  to  supply  this  department  of  our  missionary 

treasury.  .  . 

Resolved,  5.  That  other  Christian  denominations  are  invited  to  ]om  with 
us  in  this  effort  for  organized  labor  in  the  army,  and  that  we  invite  Commis- 
sioners from  other  evangelical  bodies  to  be  associated  with  ours,  in  an  attempt 
to  secure  at  least  one  suitable  chaplain  for  each  brigade  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederacy. 

Resolved,  6.  That  our  Presbyteries  can  greatly  assist  in  the  supply  of  the 
army,  by  designating  such  of  their  own  number  as,  in  their  judgment,  would 
be  best  fitted,  and  can  be  procured  for  the  chaplaincy,  or  for  temporary  mis- 
sionary service. 

Resolved,  7.  That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  be  approved,  and  that  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee 
be  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  L.  Mitchell,  the  standing  rule,  requiring  nominations 
for  Secretaries  and  members  of  the  Executive  Committees  to  be  made  in  con- 
nection with -the  presentation  of  the  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees,  was 
suspended,  so  as  to  allow  said  nominations  to  be  made  by  the  different  Stand- 
ing Committees  at  some  subsequent  time. 

The  Eev.  T.  E.  Peck,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions, 
offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annual  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Missions,  respectfully  report:  That  they  have  examined  the 
same,  and  recommend  that  it  be  approved.  They  have  also  examined  the 
records  of  the  Committee,  and  find  them  kept  with  remarkable  neatness  and 
correctness.  They  further  recommend  that  the  Treasurer's  report  be  ap- 
proved, and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  be  tendered  to  the  Treasurer, 
Prof.  Woodrow,  for  his  faithful  services,  gratuitously  rendered. 

They  also  recommend  to'  the  Assembly  the  adoption  bf  the  following 
resolutions : 

1.  That  the  Assembly  have  listened  to  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee charged  with  the  administration  of-  this  most  vital  branch  of  the 
Church's  work,  with  profound  satisfaction,  and  with  lively  gratitude  to  her 
exalted  Head  that,  while  it  has  pleased  Him,  in  His  inscrutable  wisdom,  to 
allow  our  communication  with  foreign  nations  to  be,  in  a  great  measure, 
prevented  by  the  enemies  of  our  country,  it  has  yet  pleased  Him  to  permit 
us  to  do  something  for  the  Indian  tribes  on  our  western  border,  and  that 
His  holy  providence  has  defeated  the  malicious  attempts  made  by  our 
enemies  to  seduce  these  tribes  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  thereby  to  hinder  us  from  preaching  to  them  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation. 

2.  That  the  Assembly  give  thanks  to  Jesus  Christ,  their  Lord,  that  He  has 
put  it  into  the  hearts  of  some  of  their  brethren  to  offer  themselves  for  this 
work,  and  of  others  to  offer  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  supported  in  it; 
and  the  Assembly  would  hail  with  delight  such  tokens  of  the  presence  of 
their  Lord  and  His  Spirit  as  marks  of  His  favor,  and  as  proofs  that  it  is  His 
gracious  purpose,  when  His  work  of  righteousness  and  mercy  in  the  chastise- 
ment of  His  church  shall  have  been  accomplished,  to  remove  all  hindrances, 
and  to  set  before  her'an  open  door,  that  she  may  testify  "»  the  ends  of  the 
earth  the  glad  tidings  of  the  grace  of  God. 
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3.  That,  in  the  mean  time,  the  churches  under  their  care  are  earnestly  ex- 
horted to  watch  and  pray  against  any  decaf  of  zeal  in,  this  great  cause,  to 
continue  their  contributions  systematically  to  it,  and  to  humble  themselves 
before  God  in  view  of  their  sins,  which  have  provoked  Him  to  withhold  from 
them  for  a  time,  in  so  great  a  maasure,  the  privilege  of  preaching  the  Gospel 
to  the  nations.  By  such  godly  sorrow  for  their  sins  this  privilege  may  be 
restored  to  them,  and  they  may  be  made  a  blessing  to  their  country  and  to 
the  world. 

The  following  Committee  (required  by  the  answer  to  Overture  No.  5)  was 
appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  confer  with  a  similar  Committee,  should 
any  such  be  appointed,  from  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
touching  the  matter  of  a  union  between  that  body  and  the  General  Assembly: 
Rev.  R.  L.  Dabney,  D.  D.,  Kev.  J.  N.  Waddel,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Wm.  Brown, 
D.  D.,  Eev.  J.  B.  Ramsey,  D.  D.,  Rev.  E.  T.  Baird,  D.  D.,  Col.  J.  T.  L. 
Preston,  and  F.  N.  Watkins,  Esq. 

The  Rev.  C.  W  Lane,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  had  three  matters  under  consideration: 

1.  The  address  of  the  delegate  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of 
the  South,  presented  the  fact  that  two  interpretations  had  been  given  to  the 
overture  for  union  made  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1861.  Your  Com- 
mittee recommend  that  this  Assembly  declare  that  said  overture  was  made 
in  good  faith;  that  in  proposing  to  make  all  of  the  psalms  dear  to  our 
Associate  Reformed  brethren  a  part  of  our  book  of  praise,  we  make  the 
proposition  expecting  that  these  psalms  will  be  used  in  public  worship  as  well 
as  the  other  psalms  and  hymns,  according  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of 
the  minister;  that  in  proposing  to  make  them  a  part  of  our  book  of  praise, 
we  propose  to  place  them  on  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects,  with  the  rest 
of  the  book. 

2.  Intimations  have  reached  your  Committee  that  there  exists  a  willing- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  to  unite  with  us,  if 
a  satisfactory  basis  of  union  can  be  agreed  upon.  Your  Committee  recom- 
mend that  the  whole  subject  of  a  union  with  these  brethren  be  referred  to 
the  Synod  of  South  Carolina,  for  their  consideration  and  action,  should  they 
deem  it  expedient. 

3.  Your  Committee  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  following  dele- 
gates to  the  several  sister  churches  with  which  we  either  have  or  propose  a 
correspondence:  To  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  Rev. 
Joseph  R.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  principal,  Rev.  Dr.  E.  T.  Buist,  alternate;  to  the 
Convention  of  Independent  Presbyterians,  Rev.  J.  E.  White,  principal,  Rev. 
M.  D.  Wood,  alternate;  to  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  A.  Lyon,  principal,  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  J.  Hoge,  alternate;  to  the 
German  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  Rev.  John  Douglas,  principal,  Rev.  A. 
F.  Dickson,  alternate;  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terians, Rev.  Dr.  John  N.  Waddel,  principal,  Rev.  WA.  Harrison,  alternate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W    Lane,   Chairman. 


142  MINUTES  OF  THE  [A.  D. 

A  communication  from  the  Rev.  Wm.  Banks,  Corresponding  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church,  reported  by  letter 
that  he  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  him.     The  report  was  accepted. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was,  on  motion,  taken  up,  viz.,  the 
motion  of  the  Rev.  W  W  Morrison,  to  adopt  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries  as  recommends  the  acceptance 
of  the  transfer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  to  the  Assembly.     This  pottion  of  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  professors  of  said  Theological  Seminary  were  invited,  on  motion,  to 
take  such  part  in  the  discussions  on  the  Constitution  about  to  be  reported  4&v 
the  government  of  this  institution,  as  they  might  deem  proper. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel  then,  on  motion,  read  uninterruptedly  the  entire 
Constitution,  as  prepared  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Semina- 
ries. At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  the  whole  Constitution  was  unan- 
imously adopted,  without  amendment. 

The  Committee  also  reported  a  vacancy  in  the  chair  of  Didactic  and  Po- 
lemic Theology  in  the  said  Seminary. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries, 
as  adopted : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries  would  respectfully  re- 
port to  the  General  Assembly,  that  certain  papers  in  reference  to  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  have  been 
placed  in  their  hands,  and  certain  facts  communicated  to  them,  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  demand  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Assembly.  These  papers 
are  as  follows : 

1.  The  jeport  of  a  Special  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  the  Seminary  to  the  General  Assembly, 
in  which  they  recommend  that  the  offer  be  made  of  said  Seminary  to  the 
Assembly.  Appended  to  which  report  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary,  stating  that  the 
report  was  adopted  by  the  Board  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  a  committee 
of  three,  consisting  of  W  L.  Mitchell,  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  D.,  and  D.  D. 
Sanderson,  was  appointed  to  present  the  subject  to  the  Assembly  at  its  present 
sessions. 

2._  A  general  statement  of  the  property,  assets,  and  endowments  of  said 
Seminary,  showing  that,  including  the  endowment  of  professorships,  legacies, 
scholarships,  foundations,  real  estate,  and  library,  the  amount  of  said  property 
is  $277,940  81,  exclusive  of  the  Perkins  foundation  for  the  relief  of  disabled 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  their  widows  and  orphans,  which  last  is  vested  in  the 
Board  of  Directors,  but  forms  no  part  of  the  productive  fund*  or  property  of 
the  Seminary. 

3.  A  copy  of  the  original  charter,  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina,  December  20,  1832,  together  with  a  renewal  and  extension  of  the 
charter,  bearing  date  December  21,  1854. 

4.  A  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Seminary,  for  consideration,  as  re- 
gards the  changes  requisite  to  adapt  it  to  the  new  relation  which  it  will  sustain 
to  the  Church,  should  the  Assembly  agree  to  accept  the  tender  now  made  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  and  assume  the  control  and  management  of  the 
Seminary. 
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Your  Committee  find,  then,  three  matters  claiming  their  attention  and  that 
of  the  Assembly,  to  wit : 

I.  The  transfer  of  the  Seminary. 

II.  The  adoption  of  a  Constitution. 

III.  The  filling  the  vacancy  in  the  Professorship  of  Didaqtic  and  Polemic 
Theology. 

I.—  The   Transfer 

* 

Your  Committee,  after  careful  consideration  of  this  important  subject,  feel 
prepared  to  recommend  that  the  General  Assembly  at  once  accept  the  trust 
thus  offered  by  the  Board,  of  the  Seminary  and  all  its  interests,  and  that  the 
Assembly  assume  and  exercise  henceforth  the  same,  control  over  the  institution 
and  its  affairs  which  has  been  hitherto  exercised  by  the  Synods  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  and  Alabama,  upon  the  conditions  specified  in  the  form  of 
transfer,  viz.,  "  That  there  shall  be  no  change  in  the  locality  of  the  Seminary, 
and  that'  the  funds  thereof  shall  be  kept  distinct  and  entirely  separate  from 
all  others ;"  and  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  The  reasons  existing  for  objection  to  surrendering  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  the  control  of  this  Sem- 
inary, are  not  in  existence  as  regards  the  Assembly  of  the  Confederate  States, 
as  we  are  now  a  homogeneous  people,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  the  evils 
which  would  have  threatened  the  Seminary  under  our  connection  with  that 
body. 

2.  The  transfer  of  the  Seminary  to  the  General  Assembly  will  have  a  ten- 
dency to  extend  its  influence  for  good  over  a  wider  field,  and  to  concentrate 
upon  it  the  affections  of  a  larger  number  of  our  people. 

3.  The  Synods  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  have  unanimously 
expressed  the  desire  that  the  transfer  be  made  at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

4.  Legal  gentlemen  of  eminent  ability,  to  whom  the  question  of  rights  of 
property  involved  in  the  proposed  transfer  was  submitted,  have  decided  that 
there  is  no  legal  difficulty  to  hinder  said  transfer. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  earnest  recommendation  of  the  Committee  that  the 
General  Assembly  do  immediately  accept  the  tender  of  this  Seminary,  thus 
made  by  the  Synods,  and  undertake  the  management  and  control  of  its  affairs, 
according  to  the  Constitution  herewith  presented. 

II. —  The  Adoption  of  a  Constitution. 

Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Assembly  to  accept  the  trust  thus  offered, 
then  your  Committee  further  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  Con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  Seminary. 

(Here  the  Constitution  was  read.) 

III. —  The  Election  of  Professor. 

The  fact  of  a  vacancy  existing  in  the  Professorship  of  Didactic  and  Polemic 
Theology  in  this  Seminary  having  been  communicated  to  fhe  Committee,  they 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  this  fact  before  the  Assembly,  recommending 
that  the  vacancy  be  filled  by  the  Assembly  at  such  time,  during  its  present 
sessions,  and  in  such  mode,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Assembly. 
AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  N.  Waddel, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries. 
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On  motion  of  W  L.  Mitchell,  it  was  resolved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Theological  Seminaries  the  subject  of  considering  the  propriety  of  filling,  by 
this  Assembly,  the  chair  of  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theology,  and  if  it  be  re- 
solved to  fill  it,  the  mode  of  so  doing ;  and  also  that  they  report  the  amount 
of  salaries  to  be  fixed  for  the  different  Professors. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Hymn  Book  Com- 
mittee was  taken  from  the  docket,  and,  on  motion,  adopted.     It  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Committee  upon 
the  Revision  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  and  Hymns,  together  with  the  manuscript 
containing  the  result  of  the  labor  of  said  Committee,  beg  leave  to  report, 
recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  entire  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Revision  be  published  in  pamphlet  form ;  also,  that  said  report  be 
published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly. 

2.  That  inasmuch  as  the  manuscript  Hymn  Book  submitted  can  only  be 
regarded  as  a  beginning  of  the  work  of  revision,  notwithstanding  the  diligence, 
labor,  and  skill  expended  upon  its  preparation,  the  Committee  shall  be  con- 
tinued for  another  year,  with  the  addition  thereto  of  the  Rev.  John  Leyburn, 
P.  P.,  and  the  Rev.  G.  H.  W  Petrie,  D.  P. 

3.  That  the  Committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of 
Conference  upon  Psalmody,  appointed  hy  the  Associate  Reformed  Church, 
and  to  make  such  propositions  in  the  premises  as  to  them  may  seem  advisable, 
subject  to  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly. 

4.  That  suggestions  and  criticisms,  relating  to  the  new  Hymn  Book,  be 
invited  from  all  parts  of  the  Church,  with  the  request  Nthat  they  be  communi- 
cated directly  to  one  or  more  members  of  the  Committee  of  Revision. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W    Lane,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  to-night  at  8  o'clock  *in  the 
Seminary  Chapel. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adger. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  8  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  in  the  Seminary  Chapel,  and  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  the  Moderator. 

A.  M.  Flinn,  ruling  elder  from  the  Presbytery  of  North  Mississippi, 
appeared,  and  was  enrolled  as  an  additional  commissioner. 

The  following  minute  was  presented  by  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  which  was, 
on  motion,  unanimously  adopted ;  and,  in  connection  herewith,  it  was  ordered 
that  so  much  of  a  letter  from  the  lamented  General  T.  J.  Jackson,  very  re- 
cently addressed  to  Col.  Preston,  as  relates  to  the  subject  hereof,  shall  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  Assembly,  as  an  addition  to  the  subjoined 
preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas  in  our  present  struggle  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  Assembly  that 
God  is,  solemnly  asserting  His  supremacy  as  Governor  of  the  nations ;  and 
whereas  the  lesson  of  all  history  confirms  the  teaching  of  all  Scripture,  that 
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no  nation  can  permanently  prosper,  nor  enjoy  a  stable  government,  which  delib- 
erately sets  aside  the  ordinances  and  statutes  of  Jehovah;  and  whereas  it  is 
ascertained  that  some  of  our  statesmen,  impressed  with  the  same  views,  are 
seriously  meditating  the  repeal  of  existing  laws  which  require  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  mail  on  Irhe  Christian  Sabbath;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly,  representing  the  views  and  wishes 
of  an  important  branch  of  the  Christian  Church,  lifts  its  voice  in  earnest 
testimony  against  this  form  of  public  and  national  sin  ;  and  in  view  of  God's 
present  dealings  with  our  young  nation,  in  which  His  hand  is  so  heavy  upon 
us  for  our  sins,  implores  the  legislators  of  our  land  to  put  away  from  the 
nation  this  cause  of  the  divine  anger,  and,  by  restoring  that  honor  to  the 
Lord's  day  which  is  due  to  it  as  the  solemn  court-day  of  our  Sovereign  King, 
to  draw  down  upon  our  land  that  blessing  which  is  promised  to  those  who 
remember  the  Sabbath  to  keep  it  holy. 

Resolved,  That  we  solicit  other  branches  of  the  Church  of  Christ  through- 
out this  Confederacy  to  unite  their  testimony  with  our  own,  that  those  who 
guide  our  political  fortunes  may  be  at  no  hesitation  in  understanding  that 
the  nation's  voice  is  pleading  for  its  Sabbath,  and  for  the  blessing  of  Him 
who  is  Lord  of  the  Sabbath ;  and  to  this  end  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to 
communicate  this  paper  to  the  ecclesiastical  organizations  of  the  leading 
evangelical  churches  of  this  Confederacy. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  General  T.  J  Jackson  to  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston. 

"Near  Fredericksburg,  April  27th,  1883. 
"  Dear  Colonel  :  I  am  much  gratified  to  see  that  yqu  are  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  of  our  Church,  and  I  write  to  express  the 
hope  that  something  may  be  accomplished  by  you  at  the  meeting  of  that  in- 
fluential body  towards  repealing  the  law  requiring  our  mails  to  be  carried  on 
,the  Christian  Sabbath.  Recently  I  received  a  letter  from  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, expressing  the  hope  that  the  House  of  Representatives  would  act  upon 
the  subject  during  its  present  session;  and  from  the  mention  made  of  Col. 
Chilton  and  Mr.  Curry,  of  Alabama,  I  infer  that  they  are  members  of  the 
Committee  which  recommend  the  repeal  of  the  law.  A  few  days  since  I  re- 
ceived a  very  gratifying  letter  from  Mr.  Curry,  which  was  entirely  voluntary 
on  his  part,  as  I  was  a  stranger  to  him,  and  there  had  been  no  previous  cor- 
respondence between  us.  His  letter  is  of  a  cheering  character,  and  he  takes 
occasion  to  say  that  divine  laws  can  be  violated  with  impunity  neither  by 
governments  nor  individuals.  I  regret  to  say  that  he  is  fearful  that  the 
anxiety  of  members  to  return  home,  and  the  press  of  other  business,  will  pre- 
vent the  desired  action  this  session.  I  have  said  thus  much  in  order  that  you 
may  see  that  congressional  action  is  to  be  looked  for  at  the  next  Congress, 
and  hence  the  importance  that  Christians  act  promptly,  so  that  our  legislators 
may  see  the  current  of  public  opinion  before  they  take  up  the  subject.  I 
hope  and  pray  that  such  may  be  our  country's  sentiment  upon  this  and 
kindred  subjects,  that  our  statesmen  will  see  their  way  clearly.  Now  appears 
to  me  an  auspicious  time  for  action,  as  our  people  are  looking  to  God  for 
assistance.  Very  truly  your  friend." 

A  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,-  prepared  by  the 
late  J.  H.  Thornwell,  D.  D.,  was  read,  upon  motion  of  Col.  Geo.  J.  S.  Walker; 
whereupon  he  offered  the  following' resolutions  touching  the  disposition  of  this 
memorial : 
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Resolved,  That  the  memorial  just  read  be  adopted  by  this  Assembly,  as  its 
deliverance  upon  the  subject  therein  presented. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  evangelical  denominations  of  the  Confederate  States 
be  earnestly  invited  to  cooperate  with  us  in  the  great  object  of  the  memorial, 
and  make  distinct  deliverances  upon  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bear  said  memorial, 
and  the  action  of  this  Assembly,  to  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Con- 
federate Congress. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  T.  E.  Peck,  the  consideration  of  these  resolutions  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

The  Kev.  Dr.  Howe,  from  the  combined  Standing  Committees  on  Foreign 
Missions,  Domestic  Missions,  Publication,  and  Education,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Joint  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Standing-  Committe.es  on  Foreign 
Missions,  Domestic  Missions,  Education,  and  Publication,  propose  to  the 
Assembly  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Executive  Committees  of  Education  and  Publication 
shall  consist  of  the  same  persons,  under  one  Secretary,  and  shall  be  empowered 
to  take  in  charge  the  work  hitherto  intrusted  to  these  two  Committees ;  and 
that  the  Executive  Committees  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions  shall  be 
composed  of  the  same  persons,  under  one  and  the  same  Secretary,  and  that 
the  whole  work  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions  be  committed  to  their  care. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  business,  records,  and  funds  of  the  four  Executive 
Committees  shall,  be  kept  distinct  from  ■  each  other,  notwithstanding  this 
arrangement,  and  that  the  arrangement  now  adopted  continue  in  force  till  the 
next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  made 
a  report,  as  follows,  which  was,  on  motion,  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  first  and  second  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Publication,  together  with  the  letter  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Keith,  touching  certain  books  reclaimed  by  him  from  sequestration, 
as  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  these  Confederate  States,  would 
respectfully  state  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  most  of  these  docu- 
ments were  placed  in  their  hands,  has  prevented  that  mature  consideration 
which  the  importance  of  some  of  the  topics  involved  properly  demands,  but 
they  embody  the  results  of  their  conference  in  the  following  recommendations : 

1.  That  the  informality  of  this  year's  report,  emanating  not  from  the  Com- 
mittee as  such,  of  which  a  quorum  could  not  be  convened,  is  satisfactorily 
explained  in  the  statements  of  the  Secretary,  but  that  to  avoid  the  recurrence 
of- this  difficulty,  the  rule  fixing  the  quorum  at  six  be,  for  the  present,  re- 
laxed, so  that  during  the  pressure  created  by  the  war,  any  three  members,  in 
addition  to  the  Secretary,  shall  be  deemed  competent  to  transact  business. 

2.  That  the  stringent  rule  which  requires  every  issue  of  the  Committee  to 
be  carefully  examined  by  at  least  seven  members,  involving,  as  it  does,  an 
amount  of  labor  which  practically  defeats  the  very  end  intended  to  be 
secured,  be  so  far  modified,  or  rather  interpreted,  as  that  any  book  or  tract 
examined  by  three  of  the  Committee,  and  sanctioned  by  an  adopting  vote  of 
at  least  seven  members,  may  be  published. 
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3.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  enlarge  promptly,  and 
to  the  extent  of  their  resources,  those  publications  which  are  suited  fur  the 
army,  and  to  place  themselves  in  active  and  constant  correspondence  with 
every  agency  by  which  the  distribution  of  these  publications  may  be  facil- 
itated amongst  our  soldiers. 

4.  Inasmuch  as,  upon  the  return  of  peace  to  our  land,  the  demand  will  be 
very  great  for  religious  books  with  which  to  replenish  our  Sabbath-School 
libraries,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  wants  of  our  whole  people — and  inasmuch 
as  the  creation  of  a  home  literature  must  necessarily  be  a  slow  and  gradual 
work — that  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  at  once  to  make  a  dis- 
criminating selection  of  religious  books,  wherever  they  may  be  found,  and  to 
make  arrangements,  as  soon  as  the  channels  of  communication  shall  be  opened, 
with  the  publishers  of  such  works,  by  which  the  imprimatur  of  our  Com- 
mittee shall  be  stamped  upon  them;  and  that  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
end,  the  Committee  shall  proceed  at  once,  and  with  vigor,  to  raise  as  large  an 
amount  of  money  as  possible,  which  they  shall  invest  and  hold  in  whatever 
form  shall  be  nn.st  safe  and  productive,  until  it  can  be  employed  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  editions  contemplated. 

5.  A  large  and  steady  capital  being  required  to  carry  on  such  a  publishing 
business  as  is  contemplated  by  the  Assembly,  it  is  proper  that  measures 
should  be  concerted  looking  to  that  end.  It  has  occurred  to  several  different 
minds,  as  a  beautiful  thought,  that  immediately  upon  the  establishment  of 
peace,  the  Church  might,  approach  the  altar  of  God  with  a  large  thank-offering 
tor  such  a  blessing,  and  that  even  now,  in  the  midst  of  the  thick  darkness 
which  surrounds  her,  the  Church  may  appropriately  evince  her  faith  in  the 
overshadowing  protecion  of  His  holy  covenant,  by  ordaining  that  very  early 
after  the  establishment  of  peace  by  international  treaties,  our  churches  and 
congregations  bring  their  offerings  to  Him  who  styles  Himself  "  the  God  of 
Peace;"  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  issue  an  address 
to  the  churches,  at  the  proper  time,  designating  a  day  when  these  gifts  shall 
simultaneously  be  made;  and  that  the  aggregate  of  these  collections  shall  by 
them  be  immediately  invested,  as  the  nucleus  of  a  permanent  endowment  for 
the  publishing  of  such  works  as  shall  from  time  to  time  meet  the  sanction 
and  approval  of  this  Committee. 

6.  That  the  subject  ot  colportage  be  remitted  for  further  consideration  by 
the  Church;  it>»beiog  impossible  in  the  present  condition  to  institute  any  effi- 
cient system,  and  it  being  desirable  that  the  mind  of  the  Church  should  first 
be  formed  and  expressed,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  may  best  be  conducted, 
whether  through  an  army  of  colporteurs  immediately  appointed  and  superin- 
tended by  the  Executive  Committee,  or  by  the  voluntary  and  concurring 
agency  of  our  respective  Presbyteries;  for  which  reason  alone  the  subject  is 
referred  to  in  this  report. 

7  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Minutes;  the  Assembly  acknowledging  with  gratitudeio  God  the  results,  small 
as  they  are,  achieved  in  the  face  of  great  embarrassments,  and  accepting  tirem 
as  tokens  of  His  blessing  in  the  future — taking  occasion  especially  to  com- 
mend to  the  patronage  of  our  people  the#juvenile  paper,  "  The  Children's 
Friend,"  and  hoping  that  its  present  circulation  of  ten  thousand  may  speedily 
be  doubled. 

8.  In  regard  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Keith,  the  Assembly  has  reason  to  com- 
mend his  fidelity,  in  preserving  from  sequestration  books  valued  at  82,000; 
and  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  take  charge  of 
the  same,  giving  to  Mr.  Keith  their  bond,  until  the  legal  title  shall  be  settled, 
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through  the  intervention  of  the  Trustees,  to  -whom  it  properly  belongs  to  pro- 
tect the  legal  rights  of  the  Assembly,  and  thereby  releasing  for  immediate 
circulation  books  greatly  needed,  but  which  at  present  are  locked  up  from 
distribution. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Brown  having  announced  his  purpose  to  resign  his  position 
as  Secretary,  in  favor  of  some  person  who  could  devote  his  whole  time  to  this 
work,  the  Committee  nominate  the  Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.  D.,  as  the  Secretary 
of  Publication. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  M.  Palmer,  Chairman. 

The  Standing  Committees  on  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missions  nominated  the 
following  persons,  for  Secretary  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  and  for 
members  of  the  Executive  Committees  of  these  objects : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  D., 
"    Treasurer — Rev.  Prof.  James  Woodrow, 
"    Members — Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D., 
"     G.  Howe,  D.  D., 
"     John  B.  Adger,  D.  D., 
"     A.  A.  Porter, 
"     F.  P.  Muilally, 
Mr.  Henry  Muller, 
"     Campbell  R.  Bryce, 
"     Andrew  Crawford, 
Prof.  Joseph  LeConte. 

The  Standing  Committees  on  Publication  and  Education  nominated  the  fol- 
lowing persons  for  Secretary  of  Publication  and  Education,  and  for  members 
of  the  Executive  Committees  of  these  two  objects : 

For  Secretary — Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.  D., 
"    Treasurer — Archibald  Boiling. 
"    Members— Rev.  T.  V  Moore,  D.  D., 

"    M.  D.  Hoge,  D.  D., 

"    Wm.  Brown,  D.  D., 
Mr.  Wm.  F.  Taylor, 

"    W  M.  Elliott, 

"    Roger  Martin, 

"    W   Hargrave  White, 

"    J.  D.  K.  Sleight, 

"    W  D.  Cook. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries,  which  was  accepted,  and,  pending  a 
motion  to  adopt  it,  the  Assembly  adjourned : 

The  Committee  on  Theological*  Seminaries,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from 
the  General  Assembly,  have  had  before  them,  for  their  consideration,  certain 
matters-  connected  with  the  transfer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  the  General  Assembly,  the  proper  arrange- 
ment of  which  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  transfer;  and  beg  leave 
to  offer  to  the  Assembly  the  following  recommendations,  as  the  result  of  their 
deliberations : 
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1.  The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Assembly  proceed  to  appoint,  as  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seminary,  the  following  persons : 


1. 

Andrew  Crawford,  Treasurer. 

Ministers — 2. 

Rev.  John  Douglas, 

3. 

"     J.  R.  Wilson,  D.  D., 

4. 

"     J.  Brighton  Wilson,  D.  D., 

5. 

"     Samuel  H.  Hay, 

6. 

"     E.  P.  Palmer, 

7 

"     Rufus  K.  Porter, 

S. 

"     W  Banks. 

ing  Elders — 9. 

Hon.  T.  C.  Perrin, 

10. 

"     J.  A.  Inglis, 

11. 

J.  A.  Ansley,  Esq. 

That  the  Board  also  be  recommended  by  the  Assembly  to  meet  at  as  early  a 
day  as  practicable,  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Perrin,  late  chairman,  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  their  organization,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  present  in- 
vesting committees  continue  in  office  until  their  successors  are  appointed. 

2.  In  reference  to  the  vacant  Professorship  of  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theol- 
ogy, the  Committee  recommend  that  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer  be  appointed  to  fill  that 
Chair  provisionally,  for  one  year. 

3.  The  Committee  recommend  that  the  salary  of  every  Professor  of  this 
Seminary  be  fixed  at  the  sum  of  $3,000,  and  that  the  Board  of  Directors  be 
directed  to  make  all  the  requisite  financial  arrangements. 

4.  The  Committee  recomjnend  that  the  following  articles  be  added,  one  of 
them  to  the  third  section  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  other  to  the  thirteenth 
section.     (See  Constitution  ) 

5.  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  required  to  have  the  Constitution  of  the 
Seminary  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  N.  Waddel,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  nominations  of  Board  of  Direc- 
tors and  of  Dr.  Palmer,  as  Professor,  be  considered  as  accepted. 

On  motion,  the  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 
Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  were  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina,  reported 
that  these  had  not  been  placed  in  their  hands,  and  asked  to  be  discharged. 
Report  adopted.  ' 

Col.  Geo.  J.  S.  Walker,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was,  on  motion,  accepted  and  adopted: 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  report,  that  the  objects  of  pecuniary  expen- 
diture by  the  General  Assembly  are  : 

1.  The  payment  of  the  salaries  of  its  clerks,  which  constitute  a  fixed  and 
permanent  sum. 

2.  The  payment  of  its  contingent  expenses,  which  are  of  variable  amount. 
These  include,  first,  the  expenses  of  its  delegates  to  corresponding  bodies; 

and,  second,  the  publishing  of  its  Minutes  and  other  documents.  Another 
occasional  contingent  expense  is,  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  commis- 
sioners from  Presbyteries  which  are  unable  to  pay  them.  To  these  will  be 
added,  this  year,  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of 
the  Hymn  Book. 

To  raise  the  money  to  defray  these  expenses,  the  General  Assembly  makes 
a  ratable  assessment  upon  the  different  Presbyteries,  according  to  their  sup- 
posed or  ascertained  ability  to  pay,  and  relies  to  some  extent  on  the  sale  of  its 
Minutes. 

Your  Committee  has  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Permanent 
and  Stated  Clerks,  as  submitted,  and  present  the  following  results : 

Accounts  of  Permanent  Clerh. 

Receipts  from  December,  1861,  to  May,  1862 $384  44 

Disbursements  for  same  period 384  44 

Receipts  from  May,  1862,  to  May,  1863 511  54 

Disbursements  during  the  same  period 511  54 

Accoxmts  of  Stated  Clefh. 

Receipts  from  sale  of  Minutes  and  Addresses  of  the  first  General 

Assembly $59  90 

,  Expenses  of  transmitting  these  documents 41  17 

Difference 18  73 

Add  assessment  of  Memphis  Presbytery 15  00 

Balance  paid  over  to  Permanent  Clerk §33  73 

Of  the  Minutes  of  the  first  General  Assembly,  2,500  copies  were  printed. 
Of  the  Address  to  the  Churches,  3,000  copies  were  printed.  Of  these  Min- 
utes, 1,418  copies  were  received  r>y  the  Stated  Clerk.  Of  this  number,  520 
copies  were  distributed,  but  only  74  were  paid  for.  The  rest  were  sent  to 
places  which  soon  after  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  were  closely 
pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  some* of  which  are  still  in  his  possession.  Light 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  are  at  LaGrange,  Tennessee,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jno.  H.  Gray.  Of  the  Address  to  the  Churches,  1.5U0  copies  were 
received  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  Of  these,  157  are  at  LaGrange.  All  the  rest, 
except  250  copies  sent  to  Mobile,  and  not  yet  paid  for,  were  sent  to  places  now 
either  beseiged  or  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  Of  the  Minutes,  1,082 
copies  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Permanent  Clerk,  and  1,500  copies  of  the 
Address,  which  are  in  process  of  sale,  and  will  be  reported  on  at  the  next 
General  Assembly.  A  very  fir.e  blank  book,  for  recording  the  Minutes  of  the 
Assembly,  and  in  which  the  Minutes  of  the  first  Assembly  were  recorded,  and 
which  cost  $16,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Of  the  Minutes  of 
the  Assembly  of  1862,  1,000  copies  were  printed,  which  are  now  in  course  of 
sala-,  and  will  be  reported  on  at  the  next  General  Assembly,  and  the  proceeds 
accounted  for. 
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As  the  expenses,  strictly  contingent,  will  be  greater  this  year  than  hereto- 
fore, ami  because  more  printing  will  have  to  be  done,  and  at  higher  rates,  your 
Committee  recommeud  the  following  increased  assessments  upon  the  Presby- 
teries, to  wit: 

On  the  Presbyteries  of  Lexington,  Orange,  Fayetteville,  Concord,  South 
Carolina,- Harmony,  Charleston,  New  Orleans,  South  Alabama,  East  Alabama, 
Tombeckbee,  East  Hanover,  and  Flint  River,  each  52:3. 

On  the  Presbyteries  of  West  Hanover,  Montgomery,  Pioanoke,  Nashville, 
Bethel,  Hopewell,  Florida,  Cherokee,  Tuskaloosa,  Mississippi,  Central  Missis- 
sippi, Chickasaw,  Memphis,  and  North  Mississippi,  each  8-(). 

On  the  Presbyteries  of  Holston,  Western  District,  Maury,  Knoxville, 
Georgia,  Louisiana,  Red  River,  Greenbrier,  Tuscumbia,  Arkansas,  Ouachita, 
Brazos,  East  Texas,  Western  Texas,  Central  Texas,  East  Mississippi,  Indian, 
and  Creek  Nation,  each  $10. 

The  aggregate  of  these  assessments  amounts  to  $7H5. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  assessments  upon  the  Presbyteries,  as  herein  stated,  be 
adopted. 

Resolved,  ThaJ;  the  Stated  Clerk  shall  demand  and  receive  the  sum  of  fifty 
cents  for  each  copy  of  the  Minutes,  from  every  person  who  wishes  a  copy  of 
the  same. 

Resolved,,  That  the  money  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Assembly,  with  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  Minutes,  shall  con- 
stitute a  contingent  fund,  out  of  which  the  Stated  Clerk  is  directed  to  pay  all 
the  expenses  of  this  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  shall  be  the  permanent  Treasurer  of  this 
Assembly,  and  shall  present  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  and  to  each  suc- 
ceeding one,  a  regular  account  current  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures. 

And  in  order  to  introduce  a  different  and  permanent  plan  for  raising  the 
revenue  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  secure  a 
more  certain  and  general  distribution  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly,  your 
Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  their  being  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  different  Presbyteries: 

Resolved,  That  each  Presbytery  in  connection  with  this  General  Assembly 
be  requested  to  contribute  annually  a  sum  which  shall  be  equal  to  one  dollar 
for  each  minister  and  one  dollar  for  each  church  under  its  care. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  shall  be  sent  annually  to  every  min- 
ister, and  to  the  clerk  of  every  session,  belonging  to  each  Presbytery  which 
may  accede  to  the  foregoing  request. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  J.  S.  Walker,  Chairman. 

Col.  Win.  L.  Mitchell,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  fill- 
ing vacancies  in  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Form  of  Government  and 
Book  of  Discipline,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was,  on  motion,  re- 
ceived and  adopted : 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  duty  of  nominating  a  chairman 
for  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  and  Amendment  of  the  Form  of  Govern- 
ment and  Book  of  Discipline,  beg  leave  to  report :  That,  with  entire  unanimity, 
the  Committee  have  agreed  to  present  to  the  Assembly  the  name  of  the  Bev. 
John  B.  Adger,  D.  D.,  as  chairman  of  t.foit  important  Committee;  and  that 
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there  exist  by  death  two  vacancies,  to  fill  which  your  Committee,  with  the 
same  unanimity,  present  the  names  of  W  P.  Finley,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  B.  M. 
Palmer,  B.  D. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  remark  that,  when  this  report  is 
adopted,  the  paid  Committee  will  consist  of  Revs.  John  B  Adger,  D.  D., 
chairman,  R.  L.  Dabney,  B.  B.,  B.  M.  Smith,  D.  B.,  E.  T.  Baird,  D.  D.,  T. 
E.  Peck,  Benj.  M.  Palmer,  B.  B.,  Ministers;  and  Ruling  Elders,  W.  P.  Webb, 
T.  C.  Perrin,  Wm.  L   Mitchell,  W  P.- Finley. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  L.  Mitchell,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Br.  Waddel,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  consider  the  payments 
of  assessments  upon  the  different  Presbyteries,  made  at  this  time,  as  so  much 
in  advance  upon  the  new  assessment  provided  by  the  Committee  on  Finance'; 
and  that  the  Presbyteries  which  do  not  now  pay  the  newly  required  assess- 
ment, be  directed  to  forward  the  amounts  assessed  either  to  the  Stated  or 
Permanent  Clerk. 

The  Rev.  J.  M.  Atkinson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Narrative,  reported 
the  Narrative,  which  was  accepted  and  adopted.     (See  Appendix.) 

The  Rev.  Br.  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  minute 
upon  the  death  of  General  T.  J.  Jackson,  presented  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  members  rising  in  silence  in  their  places : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  a  minute  upon  the  death  of  Gen.  Thomas 
J.  Jackson,  respectfully  submit  the  following : 

The  de-patches,  announcing  the  severe  illness  of  this  beloved  servant  of 
God,  and  invoking  the  prayers  of  this  Assembly  on  his  behalf,  had  scarcely 
aroused  our  alarm  before  the  sad  intelligence  of  his  death  fell,  with  its  crush- 
ing weight,  upon  our  hearts,  and  turned  these  prayers  for  him  into  weeping 
supplications  for  ourselves  and  for  our  bereaved  country.  Seldom  in  histcry 
has  one  been  able,  in  so  short  a  time,  to  write  his  name  so  deeply  upon  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen,  and  to  raise  the  admiration  of  the  world  at  large. 
Uniting  the  most  beautiful  simplicity  with  the  most  intense  earnestness  of 
character,  with  a  religious  consecration  to  duty  as  the  regulative  principle  of 
his  life,  be  was  a  true  man  in  all  the  relations  in  which  he  moved.  The 
additional  endowment  of  a  military  genius,  quick  to  perceive  and  to  improve 
the  advantage  and  its  opportunity,  made  him  what  he  was,  the  true  soldier 
and  the  consummate  general.  It  were  idle  to  compress  wMiin  this  record 
his  brilliant  military  career,  which  forms  so  large  a  part  of  this  young  nation's 
history.  Thl  rapidity  of  his  movements,  imparting  to  him  a  seeming  ubiquity, 
the  promptness  and  daring  and  uniform  success  of  his  achievements,  rendered 
his  name  a  terror  to  our  foes,  and  a  tower  of  strength  to  ourselves.  It  is  not 
invidious  to  say  that,  whilst  other  generals  of  the  army,  superior  to  him  in 
rank,  command  equally  with  himself  the  confidence  of  our  people,  he  was  the 
most  deeply  of  them  ail  enshrined  in  their  affections.  It  will  be  the  office  of 
history  to  assign  the  position  he  will  occupy  upon  her  impartial  page;  and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  verdict  of  posterity  will  confirm  the  judgment  of  his  con- 
temporaries, in  pronouncing  that  the  life  of  a  hero  has  been  crowned  with  the 
death  of  a  martyr. 

But  General  Jackson  has  stronger  claims  upon  the  affectionate  and  tearful 
remembrance  cf  this  General  Assembly  than  those  founded  upon  his  merits 
as  a  patriot  and  a  warrior.     He  was  a  warm  and  zealous  Christian,  a  man  that 
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feared  God,  and  walked  carefully  before  Him;  who,  being  found  blameless, 
used  the  office  of  a  deacon  in  the  house  of  God,  filling  up  the  portrait  drawn 
by  the  apostle's  hand:  "Grave,  not  double  tongued.  and  holding  the  mystery 
of  the  faith  in  a  pure  conscience."  His  religion  w;is  woven  into  the  whole 
texture  of  his  character  and  life,  the  constructive  element  which  made  him 
the  man  he  was.  It  has  been  tersely  and  truthfully,  and  therefore  beauti- 
fully, said  of  him,  that  in  the  army  he  was  the  expression  of  his  country's 
confidence  in  God  and  in  itself.  liven  those  who  withheld  from  God  the 
homage  of  their  own  obedience  and  love,  took  refuge  in  the  thought  that  their 
great  military  leader  drew  his  strength  from  the  God  of  heaven,  and,  like  the 
Hebrew  Moses,  daily  communed  with  Him  upon  the  mount;  and  the  Church  of 
Christ  turned  their  eyes  to  him  with. a  loving  joy,  as  the  embodied  and  con- 
crete representative,  the  living  exposition  of  those  precious  truths  which  it  is 
her  mission  to  testify  to  a  dying  world.  In  the  army  his  religious  influence 
diffused  itself  like  the  atmosphere  around  him  ;  and  by  that  strange  magnetic 
power  over  other  minds  which  is  given  to  all  who  are  born  to  command,  none 
were  drawn  into  his  presence  who  did  not  bow  before  the  supremacy  of  that 
piety  so  silently  yet  conspicuously  illustrated  in  the  carriage  of  this  Christian 
general. 

The  evidence  is  cumulative  before  this  Assembly  of  his  zeal  to  overtake 
the  religious  wants  of  his  soldiery,  and  of  the  yearnings  of  his  soul  that  this 
venerable  court  should,  during  its  present  sessions,  Concert  large  plans  for  the 
evangelization  of  the  army,  and  of  the  county  at  lar,ge.  Therefore  it  is,  this 
Assembly,  at  the  moment  of  its  dissolution,  as  its  last  solemn  act,  would  place 
upon  its  records  this  memorial  to  his  praise,  and  bedew  it  with  their  parting 
tears.  We  shall  not  attempt  here  the  interpretation  of  the  mysterious  provi- 
dence which  has  taken  away  from  the  country,  at  such  a  juncture,  so  strong 
an  arm.  It  is  enough  that  He  has  done  it  who  does  all  things  well ;  we  will 
"  be  still  and  know  that  He  is  God."  But  in  the  depth  of  our  own  sadness,  we 
would  speak  a  word  of  cheer  to  bur  bereaved  countrymen ;  that  in  the  disap- 
pointment of  many  of  our  moat  reasonable  calculations,  no  less  than  in  unex- 
pectedly blessing  us  when  all  seemed  dark  and  forbidding,  God  seems  to  us 
only  the  more  to  have  charged  Himself  with  the  care  and  protection  of  this 
struggling  Republic;  and  in  this  new  chastening  we  recognize  the  token  of 
Him  whose  way  it  is  to  humble  those  whom  it  is  His  purpose  to  exalt  and  to 
bless. 

With  the  immediate  family  and  kindred  of  our  departed  brother,  we  desire 
to  mingle  our  grief,  as  they  pay  the  tribute  of  their  sorrow  over  his  grave;  and 
the  Assembly  conveys  through  this  Minute  its  tenderest  sympathy  to  those 
whose  hearts  are  bleeding  under  what  is  to  them  a  more  close  and  personal 
bereavement,  praying  the  God  of  all  consolation  to  grant  unto  them  joy  for 
mourning,  beauty  for  ashes,  and  the  garments  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of 
heaviness.        %  Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  M.  Palmer,  Chairman. 

Col.  G-  J.  S.  Walker  asked,  and,  on  motion,  obtained  leave,  by  vote  of  the 
Assembly,  to  withdraw  the  memorial,  proposed  on  last  night  to  be  forwarded 
to  Congress,  touching  a  chaDge  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  second  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  election  of  Directors  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  Columbia,  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  different  Executive 
Committees,  and  of  the  Members  of'the  same,  was  announced  ;  when,  upon 
motion  of  the  Rev.  W  W  Morrison,  the  following  were  elected  by  acclamation : 
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Secretary  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions — Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson, 
D.  D. 

Treasurer — Rev.  Prof.  James  Woodrow. 

Members— Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D.,  Rev.  G-.  Howe,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J. 
B.  Adger,  D  D.,  Rev.  A.  A.  Porter,  Rev.  F.  P.  Mullally,  Mr.  Henry  Muller, 
Mr.  Campbell  K.  Kryce,  Mr.  Andrew  Crawford,  Prof.  Joseph  LeConte. 

Secretary  of  Publication  and  Education — Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.  D. 

Treasurer — Mr.  Archibald  Boiling. 

Members— Rev.  T.  V  Moore,  D.  D.,  Rev.  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Wm. 
Brown,  D.  J).,  Wm.  F.  Taylor,  W  M.  Elliott,  Roger  Martin,  W  Hargrave 
White,  J.  D.  K.  Sleight,  W   D.  Cook.      " 

Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Columbia — Andrew 
Crawford,  Treasurer;  Rev  John  Douglas,  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  D.  D., 
Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Rev.' Samuel  H.  Hay,  Rev  E.  P  Palmer, 
Rev.  R  K.  Porter,  Rev.  Wm.  Banks,  Hon.  T.  C.  Perrin,  Hon.  J.  A.  Inglis, 
and  J.  A.  Ansley,  Esq. 

The  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries,  con- 
stituting the  unfinished  business  of  last  night,  and  found  on  a  preceding  page 
of  these  minutes,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  Stated  Clerk  was  directed  to 
publish  the  statistical  tables  of  the  Presbyteries  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Minutes;  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Howe,  the  Stated  Clerk  is  directed  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  these  tables  from  the  latest  copies  that  can  be  procured  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  in  the  United  States.  And,  0:1  motion  of 
W  L.  Mitchell,  the  said  Clerk  is  authorized  to  use  any  moneys  in  the  treas- 
ury to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  publication. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed : 

1.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  be  returned  to  the  citizens  of  Columbia 
for  the  cordial  and  elegant  hospitalities  which  have  been  dispensed  to  the 
members  during  their  attendance  on  the  sessions  of  this  body. 

2.  That  our  thanks  are  also  returned  to  those  churches  of  this  city  whose 
pulpits  have  been  opened  to  the  members  of  this  body  for  preaching. 

3  That  our  thanks  are  likewise  returned  to  those  railrpad  companies  which 
have  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Assembly  the  favor  of  return  tickets. 

It  was  then,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Palmer, 

Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  be  dissolved,  and  that  another  General 
Assembly,  chosen  in  the  same  manner,  be  required  to  meet  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  May,  1864,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Closed  with  singing,  prayer,  and  the  apostolic  benediction. 

JOSEPH  R.  WILSON, 

Permanent  Clerk. 
JOHN  N.  WADDEL, 

Stated  Clerk. 
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NARRATIVE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION 

In  thk  bounds  ok  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  Confederate  States  of  America: — Addressed  to  the  Churches 
under  its  care. 

We  cannot  but  feel  that  we  are  called,  in  the  providence  of  God,  to  addresa 
the  churchos  in  these  Confederate  States  under  circumstances  of  painful 
interest.  During  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  last  annual  session 
of  this  body;  our  unhappy  country  has  been  the  theatre  of  a  war  unexampled, 
perhaps,  in  the  scope  of  its  operation,  in  the  vast  numbers  engaged,  and  in 
the  pitiless  barbarity  with  which  it  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  our  in- 
vaders. The  blood  of  our  brethren,  our  fathers,  and  our  children,  unjustly 
and  untimely  slain,  cries  to  Heaven.  A  considerable  portion  of  our  territory 
is  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  all  communication  with  the  churches 
embraced  in  those  districts  must  for  the  time  be  suspended.  We  look  forward, 
however,  with  cheerful  confidence  to  a  renewal  of  our  relations  to  those 
churches,  when,  by  the  favor  of  our  God  the  enemy  shall  have  been  expelled. 
We  commend  these  afflicted  brethren  to  your  sympathies  and  prayers.  It  is 
to  us  matter  of  devout  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  that  He  has  so  often  and 
so  signally  baffled  the  efforts  of  our  enemies  to  effect  our  subjugation,  and  that 
He  has  vouchsafed  to  our  arms  victories  so  repeated  and  so  wonderful. 

The  accounts  which  come  up  to  us  from  the  Presbyteries  connected  with 
this  General  Assembly  refer,  perhaps  with  scarce  an  exception,  to  the  evils 
inflicted  and  the  calamities  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  war  now  raging 
around  us.  Some  of  the  Presbyteries,  froui  which  we  have  received  reports, 
have  been  in  part  the  seats,  of  the  war.  In  these  it  has  not  uufrequently 
happened  that  the  church  has  been  altogether  broken  up,  the  pastor  exiled, 
and  the  flock  scattered.  In  the  case  of  others,  their  most  faithful,  zealous, 
and  useful  members  have  fallen  on  the  field  of  battle,  in  defence  alike  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom.  Even  in  this  Assembly  there  are  ministers  who 
have  been  driven  from  their  homes  and  flocks,  and  who  could  not  return  to 
either  without  the  certainty  of  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  the  prospect  of 
death  itself.  In  circumstances  like  these,  our  only  trust  and  consolation  is 
God  :  "  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in  trouble :  therefore 
will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be 
carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea." 

The  history  of  the  Church,  regarded  as  an  organized  body,  resembles  that 
of  the  individual  believer.  It  is  made  up  of  light  and  darkness,  joy  and 
sorrow,  the  noble  triumphs  of  Christian  faith,  and  an  occasional  and  partial 
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yielding  to  temptation.  In  order  to  simplify  the  instructions  which  we  feel 
impelled  to  address  to  you,  we  shall  first  consider  the  adverse  events  of  the 
past  year,  together  with  the  grounds  of  discouragement  and  alarm.  We  shall 
then  pass  .in  review  those  indications  which  thjW  that  we  still  enjoy  the 
favor  of  our  divine  Head;  that  He  hath  not  forgotten  to  be  gracious;  that 
He  has  never  failed  His  beloved  Church  in  any  trial;  and  that  we  may  confi- 
dently look  up  to  Him  for  a  tinal  aud  glorious  deliverance. 

1.  1.  Among  the  evil  indications  of  the  time, 'we  fear  the  growing  profanation 
of  the  Sabbath  is  to  be  reckoned.  Our  only  hope  in  this  contest  is  in  the 
favor  and  succor  of  our  God;  and  our  God  is  a  jealous  God.  He  is  concerned 
for  the  manifestation  of  His  own  truth  and  the  vindication  of  His  own  honor. 
He  has  always  represented  the  honor  of  His  name  as  identified  with  the  re- 
ligious reverence  and.  worship  connected  with  the  day  that  He  hath  especially 
set  apart  for  Himself.  His  day  is  delivered  to  us  in  the  decalogue  itself,  to 
be  held  sacred  to  the  Lord  forever.  The  prophet  Isaiah  mentions  with  special 
honor  such  as  reverence  Jehovah s  Sabbaths,  and  count  them  a  delight;  and 
surely  less  sacrcdness  cannot  be  supposed  to  attach  to  the  Lord's  day  than  to 
the  original  Sabbath;  the  one  celebrating  the  resting  of  the  Lord  from  the 
creation  of  the  material  universe;  the!  other,  in  addition  to  this,  being  a  me- 
morial forever  of  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord  of  glory.  In  accordance  with 
these  views,  that  time-honored  Church  with  which  it  is  our  privilege  to  be 
connected,  has  ever  been  noted  for  the  unyielding  tenacity  with  which  she 
has  held  to  the  binding  obligation  of  the  Lord's  day.  We  think  that  the 
reverence,  conscientiousness,  and  gladness,  with  which  this  day  is  observed, 
may  be  taken  as  the  gauge  of  piety  in  the  Church  at  large  and  in  the  indi- 
vidual believer. 

2.  Some  of  our  Presbyteries  complain  of  declining  interest  and  effort  in 
behalf  of  Sunday-Schools.  So  far  as  this  deplorable  result  is  due  to  a  lack 
of  teachers  who  are  absent  in  the  army,  or  have  fallen  in  battle,  we  must  ac- 
cept it  as  only  one  of  the  many  evils  brought  upon  us  by  the  persistent  and 
cruel  efforts  of  our  enemies.  So  far  as  it  may  indicate  a  relaxation  of  in- 
terest and  labor  on  the  part  of  those  not  providentially  withdrawn  or  with- 
held from  the  work,  we  must  regard  it  as  a  token  of  unfaithfulness  and  an  omeu 
of  evil.  We  look  upon  the  assiduous  and  prayerful  instruction  of  youth  in 
Christian  families  and  in  Sabbath-Schools  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  and 
progress  of  the  Church.  Instruction  in  the  family  and  in  the  Sabbath- 
School  do  not  conflict,  nor  can  one  be  regarded  as  rendering  the  other  super- 
fluous. The  primary  design  of  the  Sunday-School  is  undoubtedly  the  in- 
struction of  those  who,  but  for  such  self-denying  and  benevolent  labors,  would 
grow  up  in  the  grossest  ignorance,  to  become,  it  may  be,  the  burden  and  pest 
of  the  community ;  and,  accordingly,  we  would  earnestly  urge  it  upon  Sabbath- 
School  teachers  to  seek  out  the  children  of  poverty  and  crime,  and  by  every 
legitimate  device  attract  them  to  the  Sabbath-School  and  to  the  house  of  God. 
We  believe,  however,  that  it  will  be  found  in  experience  that  those  children 
who  are  most  faithfully  taught  at  home'  make  most  progress  in  the  Sunday- 
School,  and  are  most  devoted  to  it.  We  think  that  in  Christian  families  the 
relation  of  the' young  to  this  institution  should  be  uninterrupted,  and  that 
under  the  operation  of  correct  instruction,  enforced  by  divine  grace,  it  would 
be  uninterruped  ;  that  those  who  have  completed  their  course  as  pupils  should 
repay  the  obligations  which  they  owe  to  this  institution,  by  themselves  imme- 
diately becoming  teachers. 

The  importance  of  the  religious  training  of  the  young,  especially  at  this 
juncture,  cannot  be  over-estimated.     The  foundations  of  oitr  Confederacy  are 
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laid  in  the  exercise  of  intelligence  and  in  the  practice  of  righteousness.  Our 
distinctive  institutions  repose  upqn  a  Bible  basis.  Several  of  our  most  emi- 
nent military  commanders  arc  men  who  fear  and  serve  God.  Our  institutions; 
can  never  prevail  in  their  purity  and  strength  among  an  ignorant,  corrupt, 
and  degenerate  people.  For' these  and  other  weighty  reasons,  we  would  urge 
it  upon  you  to  maintain  Sunday-Schools  where  they  exist,  and  plant  them 
where  they  are  unknown,  as  the  dictate  alike  of  patriotism  and  of  piety. 

8.  We  are  pained  to  perceive  that  there  is  a  very  general  complaint  among 
our  Presbyteries,  of  the  absence  of  the  reviving  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
If,  instead  of  the  evils  which  afflict  us,  every  other  evidence  of  prosperity 
abounded,  and  this,' the  most  comprehensive  and  expressive  of  all,  were  absent, 
we  should  feel  ourselves  to  be  both  wretched  and  guilty.  For,  though  God  is 
so-vereignj  in  the  distribution  of'  His  favors,  and  especially  In  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Grhost,  Me  still  represents  Himself  as  waiting  to  be  gracious,  as  more 
willing  to  bestow  His  life-giving  grace  than  earthly  parents  to  give  good  gifts 
to  their  children,  and  yet  as  bestowing  the  precious  gift  only  on  the  condition 
of^ faith  and  prayer, on  the  part  of  His  people.  He  will  be  inquired  of  for 
these  things,  to  do  them.  We  need  not  expect  the'  blessing  unless.  w«  desire 
and  ask  it.  Let  tbe,whple  Presbyterian  Church  throughout  these  Confederate 
States  deeply  feel  their,  need  of  the  reviving  grace  of  Christ ;  let  them  humbly 
and  penitently  confess  tbeir  qrimina^  neglect^of'  importunate  prayer  for  this 
ineffable  Jjlessingy  and  God,  in  His,  compassion  and  ^goodness,  will  not  long- 
withhold  it.  Tb.6  Presbyterian  Church  depends  for  its  prosperity  and  success 
simply  on  the  truth  and  Spirit  of  .her  adored  Loyd.  .  Without  any  of  those 
meretricious  attractions  which  mjght  attach  the  worldly:minded  to  her  com- 
munion, without  a  sensuous  and  splendid  worship,  she  is  utterly  empty- and 
prostrate  unless  filled  *wi$h  the  Spirit  and  strong  in  the  truth. 

It  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  dispensation  of  rejigion  under  whj,ch  we  live, 
that  it  is  the  dispensation  of  the  Spirit.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  jls  exalted  at 
the  right  hand,  of  the  Father;"  administers  the  "kingdoms  of  providence  jind 
grace ;  has  on  His  glorious  head  "  many  crowns ; "  has  committed*  unto  Him 
all  pow^r  in  heaven  an^on^earth,  and  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom,. knowledge, 
grace,  and  life,  for  the  protection,  the  enjoyment,  the  purity,  and  the  increase 
of  His  blood-bought  heritage,  the  Church..  We  may,  therefore,  with  all  con- 
fidence, ask  the  amplest  and  richest  gifts  of  the  Hrily  Spirit,  in  obedience  to 
His  Word,  and  trusting  to  His  effectual  intercession. 

II.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  turn  from  these  painful  topics  to  the 
contemplation  of  the  precious  fruits  of  grace,  and  evidences  of  the  divine 
favor  toward  the  churches  under  our  care. 

1.  The' first  of  these  pleasing  tokens  to  which  we  would  direct  your  atten- 
tionis,  ttie  ileep  interest  in  tfte  welfare  of  owr  soldiers,  on  the  part  -both  of 
our  ministers  and  people,  inducing  some  of  our  ministers  to  devote  a  portion 
of  their  tUn$_  to  the  army,  as  voluntary  chaplaips,  and  disposing  their  people 
to  acquiesce  in  the  arrangement.  There  are  some  signal  advantages  attending 
this  species  of  service,  which  should  commend  it  to  our'  ministers  and  con- 
gregations whenever  practicable.  The  peculiar  composition  of  our  armies, 
not  made  tip  of  mercenaries,  nor  to  any  veiT  ^arge  extent  of  foreigners,  but 
drawn  from  the  'bosom  of  our  own  families,  and  braving  a  very  intimate  rela- 
tionship to  the  scenes  and  friends  whom  they  have  left  for  a  season  to  serve 
their  country,  renders  them  especially  alive  to  the  salutary  influence  o£  a  visit 
in  the  camp  froma  known  and  beloved  pastor.  The  Presbytery  of  East  Han- 
over., in  Virginia,  reports  that  their  pastors  are  all  instructed  to  devote  a  por- 
tion •of  their  time  to  preaching  to  the  soldiers  j  that  during  the  last  year  they 
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bave  had  three  of  their  number  laboring  in  the  field  as  chaplains ;  that  still 
another  lias  been  commissioned  for  this  service ;  and  that,  in  addition,  they 
have  called  two  of  their  oldest  and  most  valued  pastors  to  enter  upon  the  work 
as  evangelist  chaplains. 

2.  The  liberality  with  which  our  people  *~ave  responded  to  calls  upon  their 
benevolence,  for  all  objects  moral  and  religious,  is  worthy  of  the  highest,  com- 
mendation. We  trust  that  a  new  era  has  been  inaugurated,  and  a  new  spirit 
evoked,  in  regard  to  this  great  department  of  Christian  duty;  that  the  con- 
secration of  their  substance  to  the  Lord  will  be  practically  considered  as  in- 
volved in  the  consecration  of  themselves;  that  almsgiving  will  be  reckoned 
as  a  part  of  worship ;  a  fruit  and  evidence  of  grace.  All  that  is  necessary 
for  the  true  children  of  God,  in  relation  to  this  or  any  ether  commanded  duty, 
is  to  instruct  their  consciences,  by  setting  before  them  the  appropriate  motives 
and  objects. 

3.  In  conclusion,  we  are  glad  to  note  a  growing  interest  in  the  religious  in- 
struction of  our  colored  population.  We  believe  that  more  is  done  for  their 
spiritual  interests  now  than  at  any  former  period.  Our  ministers  generally 
regard  them  as  a  portion  of  their  flocks.  There  are  few  churches  in  the  South 
wholly  destitute  of  this  interesting  class  of  worshippers;  and  most  of  our 
larger  churches  embrace  a  considerable  number  of  our  slaves  among  their 
members.  We  would  commend  to  the  special  attention  of  all  of  our  ministers 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  colored  race;  and  confidently  trust  that  Chris- 
tian masters  will  not  only  facilitate  the  attendance  of  their  servants  on  the 
religious  instructions  to  which  they  have  access,  but  incur  expense  in  order  to 
afford  their  servants  the  means  of  grace.  The  best  vindication  of  our  system 
of  domestic  servitude  is  the  generous  provision  of  masters  for  the  temporal 
and  spiritual  well-being  of  their  servants,  and  the  faithful,  affectionate,  and 
grateful  service  of  those  who  enjoy  their  protection  and  care. 

Finally,  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  His  grace, 
which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  them 
which  are  sanctified. 

JAMES  A*  LYON,  Moderator. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
OF  DOMESTIC  MISSIONS  TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF 
THE     PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH     IN     THE     CONFEDERATE 

STATES. 

The  operations  of  the  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions  have  been  attended 
with  serious  obstructions  from  the  very  commencement  to  the  close  of  the 
year.  After  the  report  of  the  Committee  at  New  Orleans  was  prepared,  and 
before  it  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  that  great  national  calamity 
occurred,  over  which  our  whole  Confederacy  has  not  ceased  to  mourn — the 
fall  of  New  Orleans  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  circumstance 
rendered  it  necessary  to  remove  the  Committee  to  some  other  point, 
and  the  General  Assembly,  meeting  soon  after  at  Montgomery,  authorized 


A.   D.  18(io.]  DOMESTIC    MISSIONS,  lol* 

the  Secretary  to  select  whatever  plncc  he  might  deem  most  eligible  as  a 
temporary  .seat  of  operations,  and  prescribed  the  u.ethod  of  organizing  a  (J'>ui- 
mitiee  ad  interim.  In  pursuance  of  this  action  the  Secretary  made  choice  of 
Athens,  Ga.  Augusta,  in  that  State,  and  Montgomery.  Ala.,  would  ha\'r  been 
deemed  preferable,  but  both  these  cities  wore,  ar  the  time,  threatened  by  the 
enemy,  and  it  was  not,  considered  judicious  to  run  the  risk  of  repeating  what 
had  occurred  at  Xew  Orleans 

A  committee  was  accordingly  organized  at  Athens,  composed,  as  directed 
by  the  Assembly,  of  the  three  nearest,  ministers  and  three  laymen.  This 
committee  consisted  of  the  Rev.  N.  Hoyt,  1>.  D  ,  Chairman,  \Vm.  L.  Mitchell, 
Esq  ,  Treasurer,  Rev.  Henry  Safford,  Rev.  Henry  Newton,  Hon.  Jo-eph  H. 
Lumpkin,  and  A.  M.  Scudder,  Esq. 

By  the  approach  of  autumn,  experience  had  shown  that  the  remoteness  of 
Athens  from  the  great  thoroughfares,  and  the  want  of  commercial  facilities 
for  the  transmission  of  funds,  was  a  serious  drawback  upon  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  work  from  that  poiut,  and  it  was,  therefore,  thought  best  to 
change  the  seat  of  operations  to  Montgomery,  Ala.  This  change  was  effected 
early  in  November,  and  a  committee  organized,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
W  Petrie,  D.  D.,  Chairman,  Rev.  G-.  R.  Foster  and  Rev.  J.  K.  Hazen,  and 
Messrs.  John  Whiting,  Walter  Smith,  W  B.  Bell,  and  Israel  W  Roberts, 
Treasurer,  and  member  ex  officio. 

At  Montgomery  however,  as  well  as  at  Athens,  it  has  been  found  imprac- 
ticable to  carry  on  this  important  work  as  has  been  desired.  Little  more,  in 
fact,  has  been  done  than  to  keep  the  organization  in  existence.  Indeed,  so 
limited  have  been  the  operations,  that  the  Secretary  has  had  serious  thoughts 
of  resigning  his  post,  because  of  what  seemed  to  him  the  questionable  pro- 
priety of  receiving  a  salary  apparently  disproportioned  to  the  services  ren- 
dered. But  under  the  remonstrances  of  brethren  whose  judgment  and  zeal  'or 
the  Church  he  cannot  but  respect,  he  has  thought  it  best  to  continue  in 
office,  leaving  it  to  this  Assembly  to  decide  as  to  the  most,  proper  course  to  be 
pursued.  Meanwhile,  in  addition  to  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  ho 
has  endeavored  to  serve,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
of  the  Church,  by  preaching  to  the  soldiers,  to  the  negroes,  and  to  a  congrega- 
tion whose  pastor  was  temporarily  laid  aside  by  feeble  health. 

The  number  of  Missionaries  employed  during  the  year  is  twenty-eight. 
Six  have  closed  their  connection  with  the  Committee;  one,  because  his  church 
has  become  self-sustaining;  another,  because  the  proximity  of  1  is  field  to  the 
enemy  rendered  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  him  to  prosecute  his  labors ; 
the  third,  because  the  absence  of  the  male  members  in  the  army,  and  the 
general  disorganization  produced  by  the  war,  had  so  reduced  his  salary  that 
4he  could  not  meet  his  expenses ;  the  fourth,  because  of  difficulties  somewhat 
similar  to  the  last  mentioned,  though  his  retirement,  we  are  happy  to  say, 
will  probably  be  only  temporary;  and  the  fifth  and  sixth,  for  private  reasons. 
Had  the  Committee  been  apprized  in  time  of  the  embarassments  of  the 
brethren  who  have  retired  for  want  of  support,  they  think  it  probable  that 
they  could  have  obviated  the  difficulty  ;  but  they  were  not  informed  of  the 
circumstances  until  the  changes  had  been  made. 

The  Missionaries  employed  have 'been  in  Texas,  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee.  Three  new  appointments  have  been 
made,  all  of  them  in  Mississippi.     The  present  number  is  twenty  five. 

It  was  intimated  in  the  last  report  that  arrangements  were  making  to  send 
into  promising  fields  some  of  the  young  men  just  graduating  at  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminaries,  but  before  this  could  be  done  the  operations  of  the  enemy 
rr,ndcrr'd  it  impr  ic'i  "'b'c 
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The  receipts  of  the  year  have  been  $10,888  67,  the  disbursements 
•S-i,2U0  91,  leaving  a  balance  id  the  treasury  on  the  31st  of  March,  the  close  of 
the  Committee's  fiscal  year,  of  §6,637  76.  Of  the  amount  received,  $1,900 
was  fijoin  the  Treasurer  at  New  Orleans.  There  is  still  a  considerable 
sum  coming  from  the  former  Committee,  but  this  has  not  been  -access- 
ible. Of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury,  nearly  84,000  is  due  to 
the  Missionaries,  whom  we  have  not  been  able  to  pay  because  of  the  interrup- 
tion of  communication;  so  that  the  disbursements  above  mentioned  do  not 
give  a  fair  exhibit  of  the  expenses,  and  the  remainder  of  the  balance  will  be 
required  to  meet  the  current  demands'  between  this  and  the  autumn,  com- 
paratively little  being  usually  received  during  the  summer. 

Difficulties   Encountered. 

The  difficulties  encountered  by  the  Committee  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
work  have  been  various. 

1.  The  presence  of  the  enemy  has  seriously  obstructed  communication  with 
many  of  the  Missionaries.  From  one,  whose  field  is  in  West  Tennessee, 
nothing  has  been  heard  during  the  year.  The  same  is  true  of  the  two  in 
New  Orleans,  one  of  them  the  Missionary  to  the  Germans,  whilst  from- all  the 
region  beyond  the  Mississippi  communication  has  been  often  interrupted,  and 
always  irregular.  Letters  which  have  come  safely  have  sometimes  been  two 
or  three  months  on  the  way.  This  difficulty  has  also  prevented  our  paying 
promptly  their  salaries  when  due.  Indeed  some  of  them  have  not  been  paid 
at  all ;  but  inasmuch  as  they  knew  the  amount  would  ultimately  be  forth- 
coming, they  have  been  able  to  make  arrangements  temporarily  to  meet  their 
expenses. 

2.  Another  obstacle  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work  has  been  the 
uncertainty  as  to  receiving  adequate  contributions  from  the  churches.  For 
many  mouths  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  were  so  small  as  to  occasion  un- 
easiness "as  to  our  ability  to  meet  our  obligations,  limited  as  they  were,  and 
precluding  the  idea  of  present  enlargement,  which  at  that  time  was  by  no 
means  impracticable.  Whether  the  churches- were  neglecting  to  make  collec- 
tions for  Domestic  Missions,  or  whether  they  were  appropriating  their  funds 
entirely  to  their  own  local  fields,  we  could  not  determine.  The  Committee 
were  reluctant,  at  the  outset  of  the  benevolent  schemes  of  the  Church,  to 
eater  upon  that  system  of  appeals  for  money,  which  had  become  almost  odious 
as  practised  by  the  old  Boards.  But  there  was  no  alternative.  Hence, 
through  newspaper  publications,  by  addresses  to  several  Synods,  and  by  private 
correspondence,  the  wants  of  the  treasury  were  urged,  and,  we  are  happy  to 
say,  with  encouraging  results.  During  the  last  few  months  the  receipts  have 
greatly  increased,  and  in  the  month  of  March,  especially,  they  were  compar-* 
atively  large.  Included  in  the  last-mentioned  receipts  is  the  very  liberal  con- 
tribution of  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  of  Savannah,  Gra.,  which 
we  take  special  pleasure  in  mentioning;  as,  though  not  ecclesiastically  connected 
with  the  General  Assembly,  they  have  shown  their  fraternal  feeling,  and  their 
interest  in  the  extension  of  the  common  cause  of  Presbyterlanism,  by  giving 
of  their  substance  to  this  object,  and  by  making  this  Committee  the  almoners 
of  their  bounty. 

3.  A  third  difficulty  has  arisen  from  the  unwillingness  of  weak  churches, 
and  church  members  living  in  fields  in  need  of  missionary  labor,  to  undertake 
even  the  partial  support  of  a  minister,  during  the  unsettled  state  of  public, 
and  we  might  also  add,  of  private  affairs.     Most  of  the  active  men  being  ab- 
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sent  in  the  army,  those  Who  remained  at  home  have  not  felt  themselves  ready 
to  enter  upon  arrangements  involving  a  considerable  responsibility,  but  have 
preferred  to  delay  "  until  the  war  is  over."'  But  for  this,  we  should  probably 
have  had  several  additional  laborers- in  the'i field. 

,  These  and  other  obstacles  have  obstructed  the  work,  so  that  your  Committee 
have  not  accomplished  what  they  so  earnestly  hoped  and  desired.  They  trust, 
however,  that  all  has  been  done  which  was  practicable  in  these  extraordinary 
times. 

Chaplains. for  the  Army. 

The  last  Assembly  dirept^d  the  special-  attention  of  this  Committee' to 
seouriog  chaplains  for  the  army.  In  accordahce  with  these  instructions,  the 
Secretary  entered  into  a  correspondence  to  obtain  the  necessary  information. 
The  most  important  facfc  ascertained  was,  that  the  War  Department,  acting 
on  the  results  of  experience,  would  not  ordinarily  make  appointments  to  chap- 
laincies, unless1  the' applicant  were  recommended  and  asked  for  by  the  partic- 
ular regiment  to  which  he  was  to  fee  assigned.  The -contrary  course  had  led  to 
difficulties,  because  of  the  want  of  harmony  between  the  denominational  views 
of  the  chaplains  and  the  regiments.  With  such  recommendations,  however, 
we  were  given  to  understand  that  properly  qualified  persons  would  be  appoint- 
ed. 'The  Secretary. of  the  Committee  immediately  published  the  result  of. 
these  inquiries  in  the  religious  journals,  and  has  reason  to  believe  it  was 
instrumental  in  increasing,  to  some  extent,  the-nunsber  of  chaplains.  The 
Secretary  also  thought  of  visiting  the  army,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what 
regiments  were  unsupplied,  and  the  opening  for  chaplains  frbm  the*  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  but  the  constant  active  operations  and  movements  of  the  different 
armies  for  a  time  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  thfs  ideaj  and,  subsequently,- 
the  Committee  had  discovered  that  they  could  not  find  the  men  for  chaplains, 
even  if  the  places  for  them  were  all  made  ready.  This  latter  point,  indeed; 
has  been  the  great  difficulty  encountered  in  carrying  out  the  Assembly's  views. 
After  newspaper  appeals,  addresses  to  Synods,  and  conversation  and  corres- 
pondence with  individuals,  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  overcome  this 
difficulty.  .  Some,  indeed,  expressed  their  readiness  to  go,  but  though  faithful 
and  excellent  ministers,  those  who  knew  them  best  doubted  their  fitness  for 
this  particular  service,  whilst  those  whom  ajl  agreed  were  suitable  were  not 
willing  to  leave  their  congregations  to  enter  on  this  work. 

Under  alL the  circumstances,  the  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
important  interest  cannot  be  managed  without  the  direct  intervention  of  the 
Presbyteries.  The  Presbyteries  are  possessed  of  advantages  which  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  have.  In  many  cases,  they  are  acquainted  with  thtf  officers  and 
men  from  their  own  neighborhoods,  .and  can  readily  communicate  with  them. 
They  also  know  the  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  and  may  be  presumed 
to  have  such  influence  or  Authority  over  them  aswould  be  most  likely  to  secure 
the*i  for  this  work.  The  plan  for  appointing  several  ministers  from  each 
Presbytery,  to  serve  as  temporary  chaplains  for  a  few  months,  has  seemed  to 
us  both  desirable  and  feasible,  and  the  Committee  haVe  secured  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  idea  through  some  of  our  religious'  journals,  in  the  hope  that  the 
Presbyteries  might  be  induced  to  act  upon  it  at  their  spring  meetings.  Should 
this  plan  be  adopted,,  the  Committee  feel  assured  that' they  can  secure  the 
funds  for  the  support  of  the  temporary  chaplains,  as  our  people  have  indicated 
the  utmost  readiness  and  liberality  in  responding  to  all  appeals  in  behalf  of 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  brave  men  who  are  fighting  our  country's  battles. 
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Instruction  of  the  Colored  Population. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  General  Assembly  as  to  in- 
creased efforts  in  behalf  of  the  colored  population,  the  Secretary,  in  his  com- 
munications with  the  Missionaries,  has  called  their  attention  to  this  department 
*  of  their  work,  and  it  is  believed  that  most  of  them  are  appropriating  a  part 
of  their  time  in  this  way.  The  Committee  had  also  hoped  to  be  able  to  secure 
an  admirably  qualified  young  minister  as  an  evangelist  to  the  negroes,  but  pre- 
vious eugigements  precluded  for  the  time  his  compliance  with  our  proposals. 
We  jiill  indulge  the  hope  that  this  arrangement  may  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  promise  for  the  luture  of  this  interesting  and  important  field  for 
Southern  missionary  labor  is  full  of  encouragement.  When  our  independence 
shall  have  been  established,  we  shall  no  longer  be  subject  to  suspicion  and 
hindrance,  because  of  the  fanaticism  of  the  North,  and  shall  be  lett  free  to 
gather.  the(  fruits  from  this  vast  and  inviting  field.  .There  are  undoubted  in- 
dications that  the  tnind  of  the  South,  out  of  the  Church  as  well  as  in  it,  is 
impressed  with  the  obligation  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  spiritual 
wants  of  this  large  population  of  the  ignorant  and  the  needy,  who  have  been 
providentially  placed  among  u<  and  under  our  control.  As  we  receive  of  their 
carnal  things,  they  would  also  seem  to  have  a  special  claim  to  receive  freely, 
in  return,  of  our  spiritual  things.  God  has  permitted  them  to  be  brought 
from  their  own  dark  land,  to  be  placed  upon  our  jsoil  and  under  our  roof-trees, 
and  to  labor  for  our  sustenance  and  our  wealth,  and  the  obligation  is  obvious 
and  imperative  to  do  all  that  in  us  lies  to  illumine  their  minds  with  the  light 
of  the  blessed  Gospel.  The  Foreign  Mission  problem  is  here  reversed.  In- 
stead of  having  to  send  Missionaries  to  the  heathen,  the  heathen  are  brought 
to  us;  thus  affording  the  opportunity  of  doing  a  foreign  missionary  work  on 
a  gigantic  scale,  and  under  the'  most  favorable  auspices — a  work  altogether 
unique,  and  a  work  which  the  Church  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  might 
well  covet.  The  Lord,  in  this  particular,  hath  set  before  us  an  open  door;  let 
us  not  fail  to  enter  it. 

The  Relation  of  the  Church  to  this  Committee. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  convinces  the  Committee  that  further  ac- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  General  Assembly  is  required,  in  order  to  define  more 
clearly  the  relations  of  the  Church  at  large  to  this  organization.     In  the 
present  posture  of  things,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  satisfactorily  either  the 
field  in  which  the  Committee  is  expected  to  operate,  or  the  resources  on  which 
it  is  to  rely.     Differences  of  opinion  have  led  the  previous  Assemblies  to  leave 
these  important  questions  in  a  vague  and  unsettled  state.     The  result  is,  that 
the  Committee  have  been  unable  to  determine  to  what  extent  the  Presbyteries 
intend  to  do  their  own  work,  and  as  to  how  far  and  in  what  manner  they  will 
cooperate  with  this  agency.     Judging  from  the  experience  of  the  year,  it  would 
appear  that  the  Presbyteries  connected  with  the  Synods  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South   Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Nashville,   have  adopted    the    plan 
of  independent  action.     From  none  of  these  bodies  has  there  been  any  indi- 
cation of  official  cooperation.     Their  Missionaries  are  not  in  connection  with 
this  Committee,  and  their  funds  are  not  contributed  to  its  treasury.     The  fact 
remains,  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  that  practically  our  field  is  the  same  with 
that  of  the  South-Western  Advisory  Committee  of  the  old  Board  of  Missions. 
Whether  this  is  only  temporary,  resulting  from  the  troubled  state  of  the 
country,  or  whether  it  is  the  settled  policy,  we  cannot  certainly  determine. 
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The  effect,  however,  is  such  that  but  for  the  small  number  of  Missionaries 
employed  by  the  Committee,  there  is  every  probability  that  the  receipts  into 
the  treasury  would  have  fallen  short  of  the  demands  upon  it.  The  posture  of 
this  Committee,  in  this  respect,  differs  entirely  from  that  of  the  three  other 
Committees.  The  Committees  of  Foreign  Missions,  Education,  and  Publiea- 
tion,  have  the  assurance  that  they  can  rely  on  the  contentions  of  all  the 
churches,  made  under  the  systematic  plan.  But  this  Comnmtee  can  look  to 
no  such  resources.  It  is  thrown  entirely  upon  the  field  containing  the  largest 
proportion  of  feeble  churches — a  field  which  would  naturally  b\  a  consumer, 
rather  than  a  producer  of  funds — together  with  such  occasional  contributions 
as  may  be  made  by  benevolent  individuals,  or  by  churches  not  complying  with 
the  Presbyterial  arrangements. 

It  may  be  said  that  those  Presbyteries  which  conduct  their  owu  operations 
will  appropriate  their  surplus  receipts  to  the  Assembly's  Committee;  but  such 
lias  not  been  the  fact.  The  only  instance  of  such  a  donation,  has  been  that 
of  a  Presbytery  embracing  some  of  our  most  wealthy  and  liberal  churches, 
which  forwarded  to  our  treasury  three  hundred  dollars,  after  the  Secretary 
had  written  the  Chairman  of  their  Presbyterial  Committee  appealing  for  help. 
The  Assembly  will,  no  doubt,  at  once  see  the  importance  of  attention  to  this 
point;  the  importance  of  relieving  this  Committee  of  its  anomalous  condition, 
and  of  adjusting  some  method  by  which  it  may  be  placed  on  a  footing  equiv- 
alent to  that  of  the  other  Committees — on  such  a  basis  as  will  enable  it  to 
prosecute  its  work  intelligently  and  satisfactorily. 

'I he  tv:o  Plans  proposed . 

The  Committee  consider  that  they  are  not  travelling  beyond  their  province, 
in  recalling  to  the  mind  of  the  General  Assembly  the  two  plans  which  have 
been  proposed  for  conducting  the  work  of  Domestic  Missions  in  connection 
with  our  Church  in  this  Confederacy. 

1.  The  first  is  that  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States.  This  plan  is, 
substantially,  that  the  Presbyteries  should  do  their  work  through  the  Assem- 
bly's Committee,  turning  all  their  funds  into  its  treasury,  and  receiving  all 
their  Missionaries  by  its  appointment.  The  check  on  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be,  the  Presbyterial  Committees  designating  the  field,  recommending 
the  Missionary,  and  indicating  what  they  believe  to  be  the  proper  salary. 

The  objections  urged  against  this  plan  are,  that  it  makes  the  Assembly's 
agency  undertake  to  do  what  can  be  better  done  by  the  Presbyteries  for  them- 
selves ;  that,  being  on  the  ground,  they  know  the  field  and  the  men ;  that  they 
are  the  best  judges  as  to  the  appropriation  of  their  own  funds,  and  that  to 
operate  through  a  distant  and  central  committee  is,  therefore,  not  only  use- 
less, but  that  it  unwisely  complicates  the  machinery. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  this  plan  are,  that  it  gives  unity  to  the  Church's 
operations ;  that  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  as  thus  presented,  tends  to  enlist 
more  effectually  the  interest  and  cooperation  of  the  churches  and  of  benev- 
olent individuals;  that  Presbyterial  committees,  seeing  only  their  own  wants, 
will  consume  their  funds  upon  themselves,  whereas  an  agency  overlooking  the 
whole  field  can  understand  its  relative  demands,  and  administer  the  Church's 
bounty  accordingly.  Moreover,  it  is  argued  that  the  Assembly  already  acts 
upon  this  plan,  as  regards  the  Education  Committee,  where  the  same  objec- 
tions might  be  urged  ;  and  that  it  is  ihe  same  principle  with  the  sustentation 
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scheme  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  which  experience  has  shown  works 
with  admirable  success.  _       _    . 

To  the  objection  that  this  plan  ignores  or  overrides  the  Presbyteries,  it  is 
replied  that  the  Assembly's  Committee  only  acts  through  the  Presbyterial 
Committees,  and  that  there  can  be  no  semblance  of  interference  unless  where 
the  former  interposes  to  prevent  the  absorption  of  funds  on  local  wants,  to  the 
neglect  of  more  important  and  needy  fields.  But  the  cases  in  which  the 
views  of  a  Presbytery,  after  receiving  all  the  light,  if  still  insisted  upon, 
would  be  resisted  by  the  Assembly's  Committee,  it  is  believed  would  be  ex- 
tremely rare. 

2.  The  other  plan  proposed  is,  that  every  Presbytery  possessed  of  adequate 
strength  should  do  its  own  work,  appointing  and  paying  its  Missionaries,  and 
leaving  the  Assembly's  Committee  simply  to  operate  in  feeble  Presbyteries, 
and  in  destitute  fields,  where  aggressive  work  is  demanded.  This  method,  it 
is  contended,  is  far  the  more  simple  of  the  two,  and  that  the  Assembly's  Com- 
mittee is  thereby  left  to  devote  its  entire  energies  where  they  are  most  needed, 
and  will  also  avoid  the  collisions  and  clashings  incident  to  the  consolidation 
scheme.  Under  this  plan,  the  stronger  Presbyteries  would  be  expected  to 
contribute  to  the  treasury  of  the  Assembly's  Committee,  either  by  an  appro- 
priation from  their  respective  treasuries,  or  by  additional  collections  in  the 
churches  for  this  special  object. 

To  this  scheme  it  is  objected,  that  it  reduces  the  Domestic  Missionary  work 
to  such  proportions  that  it  would  fail  to  enlist  the  interest  of  the  churches  as 
a  great  and  important  cause;  that  the  Secretary's  duties  would  be  inadequate 
to  afford  him  full  employment;  that  the  Presbyteries,  Would  fail  to  make  ap- 
propriations to  the  Committee's  treasury,  on  the  ground  that  their  own  field 
required  all  their  funds ;  that  the  churches  will  not  bear  two  collections  for 
the  same  general  object;  and  that  the  result  would  be,  the  spectacle  of  the 
strong  Presbyteries  taking  care  of  themselves,  and  leaving  the  weak  Presby- 
teries and  the  destitute  fields  to  suffer. 

This  brief  reyiew  of  the  two  plans  proposed  for  conducting  this  important 
work,  it  is  hoped,  may  bring  the  subject  up  before  the  Assembly,  and  lead  to 
such  action  as  will  remedy  the  present  anomalous  condition  of  things,  in  which 
the  appointed  agency  of  the  Church  is  left  to  do  its  work  according  to  no  plan 
at  all.  Whatever  may  be  the  Assembly's  decision  On  the  general  question, 
the  Committee  would  respectfully  urge  the  importance  of  at  least  having  all 
the  Domestic  Missionary  operations  of  the  Church  reported  to  this  Committee, 
so  that  they  may  be  presented  as  a  whole,  and  thus  enable  every  one  to  see 
at  a  single  view  what  the  entire  Church  is  doing  in  this  department  of  benev- 
olent effort. 

Prospects  for  the  Future. 

The  most  unfavorable  feature  in  the  prospects  of  this  work  for  the  future, 
is  the  probable  inadequate  supply  of  Missionaries.  The  candidates  to  whom, 
in  ordinary  circumstances,  we  could  have  looked,  have  been  called  from  their 
peaceful  pursuits  in  the  halls  of  our  Theological  Seminaries  to  the  camp  and 
the  bloody  battle-field.  Not  a  few  have  sealed  their  patriotism  with  their 
lives.  Those  who  may  be  spared  to  resume  their  studies,  will  have  been  set 
back  several  years  as  to  their  entrance  upon  the  ministry.  True,  God  is 
graciously  pouring  out  His  Holy  Spirit  upon  our  army,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  many  of  the  young  men  who  are  thus  brought  into  the  Church,  will  be 
led  to  consecrate  themselves  to  the  service  of  Christ  in  the  sacred  office ;  but 
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even  then,  time  will  be  required  to  fit  them  for  the  work.  So  that  for  a  few 
years  to  come  the  prospect  of  a  large  increase  of  Missionaries  is  not  encourag- 
ing. Surely,  however,  in  these  circumstances  it  behooves  the  Church  more 
than  ever  to  pray  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  would  raise  up  and  send  forth 
more  laborers. 

It  is  not  improbable,  too,  that  the  disastrous  results  of  the  war  will  have 
occasioned  such  losses  of  valuable  ofliee-bearers  and  members,  in  churches 
never  strong,  as  to  render  them  more  than  ever  dependent  upon  the  missionary 
contributions  of  the  Church  at  large.  The  diseases  of  the  camp  and  the 
havoc  of  the  battle-field  have  made  sad  inroads  upon  many  a  flock.  Some 
feeble  churches  have  been  almost  extinguished,  whilst  others,  which  were 
growing  In  numbers  and  strength,  have  been  thrown  back  to  their  former 
comparative  weakness.  Among  the  many  heroes  who  have  fallen  in  this  dis- 
tressing war,  have  been  not  a  few  of  the  ruling  elders  and  prominent  members, 
who  were  the  main  reliance  of  the  congregations  to  which  they  belonged. 
They  were  in  the  full  vigpr  of  manhood,  their  hearts  were  in  Christ's  ca"use, 
and  they  abounded  in  every  good  word  and  work.  We  rejoice  to  believe  that 
from  their  gory  beds  their  spirits  have  gone  to  receive  crowns  of  immortal 
glory ;  but  their  loss  will  long  be  sadly  mourned,  and  their  vacant  places  can 
not  easily  be  filled.  Still  we  must  not  be  disheartened.  The  Church  which 
our  blessed  Redeemer  has  purchased  with  His  blood,  He  will  not  suffer  to 
perish  j  and  we  may  hppe  that  from  the  converts  of  camp  there  may  come 
forth  a  noble  band  of  Christians,  invigorated  by  their  tutelage  of  hardship  and 
of  peril  as  soldiers  of  their  country,  to  make  the  most  valiant  and  faithful 
soldiers  of  the  cross.  For  the  present  our  skies  are  dark  and  stormy.  Fierce 
and  cruel  war  still  sweeps  over  our  land  like  a  tempest,  carrying  anxiety  and 
sorrow  alike  to  the  mansion  of  the  rich  and  the  cottage  of  the  poor,  spreading 
its  devastations  through  the  Church  as  well  as  through  the  State  But  in 
God's  own  time,  when  His  severe  and  deserved  chastisements  shall  have  ac- 
complished their  purpose,  this  gloomy  night  will  end,  a  bright  morning  will 
dawn  upon  our  suffering  country,  and  peace  shall  again  assert  her  gentle 
sway.  Let  the  Church  in  this  Confederacy  endeavor,  by  repentance,  humilia- 
tion, and  earnest  prayer  to  shorten  these  evil  days,  and  let  her  be  prepared, 
when  the  auspicious  hour  shall  arrive,  to  meet  her  obligations  and  her  priv- 
ileges with  an  energy  and  a  fervor  she  has  never  before  put  forth,  so  that  this 
new-born  nation  shall  be,  in  its  entire  extent,  permeated  and  sanctified  by  the 
Gospel. 

Church  Extension. 

J'or  church  extension  but  $142  75  has  been  received,  of  which  $100  has 
been  appropriated  to  a  church  in  Tennessee,  and  $30  to  a  church  in  Georgia, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $12  75  on  hand. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL   REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE 

OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  presenting  their  Second 
Annual  Report,  feel  called  upon  to  express  their  deep  sense  of  the  great  loss 
sustained  in  the  removal  by  death  of  the  Rev-.  James  H.  Thornwell,  I).  D., 
Lit.  D.,  their  esteemed  friend  and  co-laborer  in  the  promotion  of  the  great 
work  of  Foreign  Missions.  In  this,  as  in  every  other  department  of  Christian 
labor  in  which  he  was  called  to  take  part,  his  heart  and  mind  were  deeply  in- 
terested; and  he  longed  for  the  time  when  our  beloved  Church,  freed  from 
existing  embarrassments,  would  be  enabled  to  devote  all  her  energies  to  the 
one  great  object  of  spreading  the  knowledge  of  tbft  Gospel  among  mankind. 
Why  one  of  such  great  worth  should  have  been  taken  away  from  us  in  the 
vigor  of  life  and  the  noonday  of  usefulness,  is  one  of  those  mysteries  of  divine 
providence  which  we  shall  probably  never  fully  understand  in  this  world,  but 
will  know  hereafter. 

Finances.  . 

The  receipts  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  past  year  amount  to  $16,936  87, 
being  an  average  of  11,411  per  month.  The1  amount  paid  by  the  Treasurer 
for  the  same  period  is  $7,160  18,  being  $9,776  69  less  than  the  receipts.  This 
last-mentioned  sum,  added  to  the  balance  of  the  last  year,  of  $7,248  45,  and 
including  $2,950  returned  by-Mr.  S.  B.  Newman,  leaves  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  at  the  present  time  the  sum  of  $19,975  14.  This  statement,  how- 
ever, does  not  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  actual  state  of  the  finances.  Most  oi 
the  funds  used  by  the  Missionaries  in  the  Indian  country  during  the  year  to 
meet  their  current  expenses,  were  kindly  furnished  by  a  Christian  friend  in 
Arkansas,  who  received  their  drafts  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  same,  the  largest 
portion  of  which  have  not  yet  been  presented  for  payment.  It  is  known,  also, 
that  a  number  of  drafts,  issued  upon  our  agent  in  New  Orleans,  previous  to 
the  fall  of  that  place,  are  still  in  the  hands  of  unknown  individuals,  but  are 
liable  at  any  time  to  be  presented  for  payment.  Some  of  the  funds  used  for 
the  current  expenses,  too,  belong  properly  to  the  Boarding  School  Fund,  and 
must  be  returned  when  those  schools  are  resumed.  It  is  not  possible  for  the 
Committee,  in  consequence  of  the  irregular  and  interrupted  communication 
with  the  Missionaries  in  the  Indian  country,  to  give  more  definite  information 
in  relation  to  the  actual  state  of  the  finances.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
when  fuller  information  is  obtained,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  less  difference 
between  the  receipts  and  expenditures  than  would  be  inferred  from  the  state- 
ment just  made.  There  ought  to  be  no  falling  off  in  the  contributions  of  the 
churches  to  this  object,  whatever  irregularity  there  may  be  in  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  same;  for  as  long  as  the  Missionaries  are  in  the  field,  our  pecuniary 
liabilities  must  continue.  Besides  which,  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that 
the  work  may  be  enlarged  by  the  establishment  of  a  number  of  day  schools, 
which  the  Missionaries  represent  as  greatly  needed,  and  which  will  require  an 
increase,  rather  than  a  diminution,  of  the  ordinary  contributions. 
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Home  Aspects  of  the   Woitk-. 

'  The  Committee  are  glad  to  know  that,  notwithstanding  the  peculiar  and 
trying  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  extending 
missionary  operations  beyond  the  borders  of  our  own  territory,  the  missionary 
spirit,  nevertheless,  is  warinty  cherished  by  the  great  body  of  our  people. 
The  proof  of  this  arises  from  a  variety  of  sources.  A  uumberof  young  men, 
whose  hearts  are  deeply  interested  iu  this  grea.t  cause,  have  been  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  Mission  Rooms  during  the  year,  the  most  of  whom,  it  is 
believed,  will  be  ready  to  go  as  heralds  of  salvation  to  remote  parts  of  the 
earth,  as  soon  as  a  door  is  open  for  them  to  do  so.  And  no  doubt  mauy  of 
those  who  have  beeu  converted  in  our  armies,  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over,  will 
be  ready  to  gird  on  the  Gospel  armor,  and  do  battle  for  their  Redeemer  in  the 
darkest  and  most  remote  portions  of  the  earth.  May  it  not  be  one  of  the  great 
ends  of  divine  providence,  in  allowing  the  continuance  of  this  war,  to  train  a 
host  of  young  men  for  this  higher  spiritual  warfare  ?  As  soou  as  it  was  known, 
last  summer,  that  female  teachers  were  needed  for  the  Indian  Mission,  a  num- 
ber of  young  ladies,  from  different  parts  cf  the  country,  commenced  a  corres- 
pondence with  the  mission  office  on  the  subject,  one  of  whom  has  since  gone 
out  and  is  now  engaged  in  missionary  labors  there,  and  others,  no  doubt, 
would  have  followed,  if  it  had  not  been  for  unexpected  embarrassments  thrown 
in  the  way  of  travel  by  the  movements  of  our  enemies.  The  contributions 
from  the  churches,  it  is  true,  have  not  beeu  as  large  as  they  were  the  previous 
year,  but  this,  it  is  thought,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  a  diminution  of  interest  in 
this  great  cause,  but  to  the  general  impression  that  the  contributions  were 
equal  to  the  demands  of  the  work;  and,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  Committee  did  not  feel  called  upon  to  change  this  impression, 
or  to  do  any  thing  in  the  way  of  appeal  to  stimulate  the  churches  to  greater 
liberality.  One  individual,  who  has  been  a  steady  and  liberal  supporter  of 
this  cause  from  the  beginning,  upon  hearing  that  the  Committee  were  labor- 
ing under  great  difficulty  in  procuring  exchange,  by  which  to  remit  funds  to 
a  Southern  Missionary  in  the  remote  East,  at  once  furnished  a  bill  of  exchange 
on  England  for  $750,  without  premium,  which,  at  the  time,  was  a  virtual  con- 
tribution of  more  than  that  number  of  dollars  to  the  missionary  cause.  The 
same  individual  is  now  concerting  measures  which,  if  successful,  will  estab- 
lish a  credit  to  the  Committee  in  England  of  $3,000,  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  the  missionary  work  in  foreign  parts.  Surely,  such  tokens  of  interest  in 
this  great  cause  may  well  assure  us  that  God  has  a  great  work  for  our  Church 
to  do  in  foreign  lands,  and  that  He  will  not  long  allow  the  door  of  usefulness 
to  be  closed  against  her. 


*&" 


Southern   Missionaries  in  Foreign  Lands. 

The  Committee,  as  yet,  have  had  but  partial  information  from  Southern 
Missionaries  laboring:  in  remote  heathen  lands.  The  Rev  William  Clemens,  a 
native  of  Western  Virginia,  but  for  eight  years  past  a  Missionary  laborer  in 
Western  Africa,  died  last  spring,  on  his  way  from  that  country  to  New  York. 
No  contribution  had  been  made  to  his  support  by  the  Committee;  nor  was  it 
known  to  the  Committee  what  views  he  enterbiiue3  in  relation  to  the  great 
struggle  going  on  between  the  North  and  the  South.  Through  an  indirect 
source,  information  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Danforth,  the  wife 
of  the  Rev.  John  A.  Danforth,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  but  for  a  number 
of  years   past  a  missionary  lahnrer  at  Ningpo,  China.     From  a  more  direct 
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source,  and  of  a  later  date,  the  Committee  have  received  the  intelligence 
that  Mr.  Danforth  himself  was  lying  extremely  ill,  and  it  is  feared  that  he, 
too,  has  been  summoned  away  to  another  world.  A  letter  has  been  received 
from  Dr.  J.  C.  Hepburn,  dated  Kanagawa,  Japan,  April  23,  1862,  mention- 
ing that  his  wife,  who  is  a  native  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  was  afthat  time  in  New 
York,  on  a  visit  to  their  children.  As  she  has  not  visited  her  friends  at  the 
South,  it  is  presumed  that  she  was  not  permitted  to  do  so,  and  before  this 
time  it  is  probable  she  has  returned  to  her  labors  in  Japan.  Dr.  Hepburn 
tenders  his  thanks  for  a  remittance  sent  by  the  Committee  to  his  wife,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  gives  some  encouraging  statements  in  relation  to  the  prospects 
of  the  missionary  work  in  that  remote  part  of  the  world.  No  intelligence  has 
been  received  from  Mrs.  Kerr,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  is  a  native  of  Port 
Gribson,  Mississippi,  but  has  been  a  missionary  laborer  in  Canton,  China,  for 
many  years.  There  is  reason  to  suppose,  however,  that  a  remittance  made  to 
her  something  more  than  a  year  ago  has  been  received.  From  the  Rev. 
Daniel  McGilvary,.a  native  of  North  Carolina,  but  for  six  or  eight  years  past 
a  Missionary  in  Siam,  a  long  letter  has  been  received,  dated  Petchaburi, 
March  27,  1862.  In  that  letter  he  gives  a  full  and  frank  statement  of  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  his  position  as  a  Southern  Missionary  in  that  remote 
part  of  the  world,  and  of  his  relationship  to  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  in  N6w  York,  but  expresses  such  decided  sympathy  with 
the  Southern  cause  and  the  Southern  Church,  that  the  Committee  did  not 
hesitate  to  invite  him  to  visit  his  native  home  as  soon  as  circumstances  would 
allow  him  to  do  so;  and,  through  the  kindness  of  the  friend  above  mentioned, 
they  have  been  enabled  to  remit  the  funds  necessary  to  bear  his  expenses  to 
this  country.  It  was  thought  by  a  visit  to  this  country  he  would  get  a  better 
idea  of  the  true  merits  of  the  controversy  between  the  North  and  the  South 
than  he  could  in  Siam,  where  he  has  access  to  only  one-sided  intelligence; 
that  he  would  be  able  to  excite  a  deeper  interest  in  the  cause  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, especially  in  the  churches  of  his  native  State;  and  that  by  a  sojourn  of 
a  year  or  so  among  us,  he  might  induce  a  number  of  young  men  to  go  back 
with  him  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  new  and  independent  Mission  some- 
where in  the  East,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee.  Should  he»find  it 
impossible  to  return  at  once,  on  account  of  the  war,  but  determine  to  place 
himself  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
allow  him  to  do  so,  they  will  engage  to  furnish  the  means  of  his  support  until 
the  war  is  over,  or  until'  the  way  is  open  for  him  to  visit  the  country.  Should 
he  decline  the  proposal  of  the  Committee,  the  funds  sent  out  are  to  be  re- 
turned, and  all  further  correspondence  between  him  and  the  Committee  will 
cease. 

Indian  Missions. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Committee  and  the  Missionaries  in  the 
Indian  country  has  been  so  much  interrupted  during  the  past  year  bymilitarv 
operations,  that  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  all  the  information  in  relation  to 
the  work  there  that  it  is  desirable  should  be  laid  before  the  Assembly. 

The  Missionaries  that  have  been  laboring  there  are  :  Rev.  Cyrus  Kingsbury, 
D.  D.;  Rev.  Messrs.  Cyrus  Byington,  Ebenezer  Hotchkin,  C.  C.  Copeland,  0. 
P.  Stark,  Alexander  Reid,  Pliny  Fisk,  native  Choctaw  preacher,  Thomas 
Benton  and  William  Field,  native  licentiates,  of  the  Choctaw  Mission ;  Rev. 
Hamilton  Baientine,  and  Rev.  Allen  Wright,  native  preacher,  of  the  Chick- 
asaw Mission;  Rev.  John  Lilley,  of  the  Seminole  Mission ;  Rev.  R.  M.  Lough- 
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ridge,  and  Rev.  Stephen  Foreman,  native  Cherokee  preacher,  of  the  Cherokee 
Mission.  Besides  these,  a  number  of  female  teachers  have  been  employed 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  of  whom  more  particular  mention  will  be 
made  under  another  head.  The  whole  Missionary  corps,  under  the  directiun 
of  the  Committee,  and  supported  by  the  funds  of  the  Church,  inclusive  of 
five  female  teachers,  consists  of  twenty  Missionary  laborers.  By  a  very  recent 
letter,  however,  we  have  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  removal  by  death  of 
one  of  these,  Mr.  William  Field,  a  native  licentiate.  This  makes  the  third 
death  that  has  occurred  among  the  native  laborers  in  that  field  during  the  last 
two  years,  all  of  whom  were  regarded  by  the  Missionaries  as  men  of  great 
worth. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  things  among  the  Creeks,  Mr.  Loughridge  had  gone  to  labor 
among  the  Cherokees  until  quiet  was  restored  to  the  Creek  country.  He  had 
not  been  there  many  months,  however,  before  a  similar  disturbance  occurred 
among  the  Cherokees,  when  a  portion  of  this  tribe  renounced  their  allegiance 
to  the  South,  and  joined  the  Federal  army,  which  was  then  on  their  borders. 
This  led  to  bitter  strife  between  the  Cherokees  themselves,  and  party  feeling 
ran  so  high  that  Mr.  Loughridge  felt  it  unsafe  to  remain  with  his  family  in 
the  country,  and  consequently  took  them  to  Texas,  to  remain  there  until  peace 
was  restored.  It  is  not  known  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  exact  state  of 
things  among  the  Cherokee  tribe  at  the  present  time.  John  Ross,  the  former 
chief,  it  is  supposed,  was  the  principal  instrument  in  leading  a  portion  of  this 
tribe  astray,  but  he  has  since  been  compelled  to  fly  from  the  country,  and  has 
taken  refuge  in  the  United  States.  A  new  government  has  been  formed, 
favorable  to  the  South,  under  tkie  lead  of  Stand  Watie  and  Mr.  Foreman. 
Our  Missionary  was  called  to  fill  one  of  the  principal  offices  in  that  govern- 
ment. No  direct  intelligence  has  been  received  from  him  for  many  months, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  he  has  been  too  much  absorbed  in  public  matters  to 
devote  much  time  to  missionary  labors. 

Among  the  Choctaws,  the  Chickasaws,  and  the  Seminoles,  where  the  great 
body  of  our  Missionaries  are  laboring,  there  has  been  great  tranquillity,  and 
the  missionary  work  has  been  carried  on  without  any  interruption,  except  what 
has  arisen  from  the  absence  of  so  many  of  the  men  in  the  war.  Less  is  known 
about  the  feelings  of  the  Seminoles,  as  they  occupy  a  remote  and  somewhat 
isolated  portion  of  the  territory ;  but  in  relation  to  the  Chickasaws  and  the 
Choctaws,  it  is  believed  that  they  are  as  earnestly  devoted  to  the  Southern 
cause  as  any  portion  of  our  own  population.  Dr.  Kingsbury  writes,  "  The 
Choctaws  are  a  unit  in  support  of  the  Southern  cause ;"  and  adds,  "  if  there 
is  one  man  among  them  untrue  to  the  Southern  cause,  I  know  not  who  he  is." 
As  much  might  be  inferred  from  the  readiness  and  extent  to  which  they  vol- 
unteered when  the  war  first  broke  out,  as  well  as  the  steadiness  with  which 
they  have  adhered  to  our  cause  ever  since  that  time.  The  Committee. are  glad 
to  learn,  too,  that  they  have  not  suffered  as'much  in  a  moral  and  religious 
point  of  view  by  their  connection  with  the  war  as  it  was  feared  they  would. 
Mr.  Stark  writes,  "  Camp  life  has  not  had  as  bad  an  influence'upon  the  moral 
character  of  our  people  as  it  was  feared  it  would.  I  have  not  learned  of  a 
single  member  of  this  church,  who  left  us  a  yeaf  since,  that  has  dishonored 
his  profession.  Fortunately,  the  officers  of  the  company  were  pious  persons, 
who  took  great  pains  to  have  their  men  bring  back  as  good  characters  as  they 
took  with  them." 

The  people,  at  one  time,  were  threatened  with  great  suffering  on  account  of 
the  want  of  both  food  and  clothing,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  country  there 
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is  much  destitution  in  both  of  these  respects.     The  absence  of  so  many  of 
the  men  in  the  war  prevented  the  planting  of  the  usual  crops  of  provisions, 
and  much  of  what  was  planted  was  destroyed  by  the  summer  drought.     The 
abundant  crops  of  the  previous  year,  however,  as  well  as  the  plentiful  supply  • 
along  the  Texas  border,  have  saved  them  from  the  extremity  of  famine. ,   They 
have  suffered  more,  perhaps,  from  the  want  of  shoes  and  clothing,  and  on  this 
account  the  attendance  upon  preaching  and  at  the  schools  has  not  been  as  good 
as  it  otherwise  would  have  been.     In  the  early  summer,  the  Committee,  an- 
ticipating this  state  of  destitution,  procured  and  sent  out  to  the  Indian  country 
a  large  number  of  cotton  and  wool  cards,  which  they  have  the  satisfaction  to 
know  was  the  means  of  preventing  a  great  deal  of  distress  and  destitution. 
A  part  of  the  cards  were  sold  to  individuals  who  were  able  to  pay  for  them, 
and  the  remainder  were  loaned   out  to  the  poorer  classes,  so  that  as  large  a 
number  could' have  the  use  of  them-  as  possible.     Full  acd  formal  reports  of 
missionary  labor  have  been  received  from  only  six  of  the  Missionary  brethren, 
so  that  all  the  information  that  will  be  laid  before  the  Assembly  in  relation  to 
the  labors  of  the  others,  must  be  drawn  from  scattering  and  desultory  letters 
that  have  reached  the  Mission  Rooms  during  the  year.     From  these  different 
sources,  it  is  gathered  that  the  Missionaries  have  pursued  their  labors  with 
their  usual  energy;  that  the  attendance  upon  preaching  has  been  remarkably 
good,  except  so  far  as  it  has  been  interfered  with  by  the  absence  of  so  many 
in  the  army,  or  from  the  want  of -shoes  and  clothing;  and  that  there  have 
been  important  accession's  to  a  number  oT  the  churches.     The  attendance  upon 
preaching  at  Doaksville,  Dr.  Kingsbury  writes,  has  been  somewhat  lessened 
by  the  removal  of  a  number  of  persons  from  that  particular  locality,  but  in 
other  respects  it  has  been  good;  and  he  is%ot  without  encouragement,  espe- 
cially in  his  labors  among  the  blacks,  of  whom  there  is  a  large  number  in  this 
particular  neighborhood.     The  church  here,  though  few  in  number,  and  mod- 
erate in  resources,  has,  nevertheless,  contributed  during  the  year  as  much  as 
$327  to  various  objects  of  benevolence,  but  chiefly  to  furnish  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments for  the  soldiers  of  our  army.     In  this  particular  they  have  set  a  good 
example  for  those  from  whom  they  first  received  the  Gospel,  and  at  the  same 
time  shown  that  they  know  something  about  the  grace  of  giving.     Dr.  Kings- 
bury preaches  once  a  month  at  Good  Water,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  at 
Doaksville.     At  both  places  he  superintends  interesting  Sabbath-Schools.     Mr. 
Stark  writes,  that  the  attendance  upon  public  preaching  at  his  principal  sta- 
tion has  been  good,  that  ten  persons  have  been  added  to  the  church  during 
the  year,  of  whom  eight  were  received  on  a  profession  of  their  faith,  and  that 
the  whole  number  of  communicants  at  the  present  time  is  about  two  hundred. 
The  people  of  his  charge,  though  they  were  poor,  and  had  taxed  themselves 
severely  to  fit  out  a  company  for  the  war,  have  nevertheless  raised  during  the 
year  $25  for  Foreign  Missions,  the  same  amount  for  Domestic  Missions,  and 
as  much  as  $80  for  church  purposes.     Mr.  Reid  has  maintained  regular  re- 
ligious services  at  two  different  stations  in  the  vicinity  of  Spencer,  and  occa- 
sionally at  a  third.     The  people  in  this  particular  region  have  suffered  much 
from  the  threefold  calamity  of  disease,  famine,  and  nakedness.     The  small-pox 
has  prevailed  among  them,  and  they  know  but  little  about  the  treatment  of  it. 
Fifteen  persons  had  died  of  this  disease,  of  whom  five  were  members  of  the 
church.      In  this   neighborhood    there    are    three    "Saturday    and    Sunday 
Schools,"  as  they  are  called,  where  persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  meet 
together  to  learn  to  read  the  word  of  God  in  their  own  language.     The  teachers 
of  these  schools  are  native  Choctaws,  and  receive  a  very  moderate  compensa- 
tion for  their  labor.     Besides  preaching  at  this  place,  Mr.  Reid  has  labored 
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in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  has  twice  visited  the  churches  in  the  moun- 
tains, left  vacant  by  Dr.  Hobbs.  He  writes  that  "  the  people  here  are  very 
desirous  that  a  Missionary  should  be  gent  to  them,"  and  he  renews  the  request 
made  by  the  Mission  .some  time  since,  that  a  Missionary  be  sent  to  this  people 
as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Copeland,  in  writing  of  his  labors,  says,  "  Our  ap- 
pointments are  kept  up  at  five  different  places  with  a  good  degree  of  regu- 
larity. A  few  have  been  added  to  the  Church  during  the  year,  aud  a  few 
others  we  hope  to  receive  soon,  perhaps  at  the  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  at 
this  place  in  April.  There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  attendance  upon  the 
means  of  grace;  and  there  has  also  been,  a  general  improvement  in  the  Chris- 
tian deportment  of  our  people.  Our  Friday  evening  prayer-meeting  is  still 
continued,  and  the  attendance  during  the  year  has  more  than  trebled  itself." 
Mr.  Hotchkin  has  maintained  regular  stated  services  at  four  different  places, 
at  three  of  which  the  attendance  has  uniformly  been  good.  Tho  small  pox 
prevails  in  one  portion  of  the  district  in  which  he  labors,  and  has  proved  very 
fatal.  He  expresses  fears,  too,  that  it  may  become  general  in  the  country. 
Two  schools  are  kept  up  in  the  bounds  of  his  labors,  one  taught  by  Mrs. 
Hotchkin,  and  the  other  by  a  native  Choctaw.  Mr.  Byington  has  been  labo- 
riously engaged  in  preaching  the  Gospel  over  a  large  district  of  country,  and 
has  spent  a  good  deal  of  time,  also,  in  revising  and  preparing  for  the  press  a 
translation  of  the  Pentateuch  into  the  Choctaw  language.  Mr.  Copeland  has 
also  been  engaged  in  the  same  work. 

Mr.  Allen  Wright,  with  the  approval«of  his  Missionary  brethren,  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  in  labors  as  chaplain  in  one  of  the  Choctaw  regi- 
ments. No  information  has  as  yet  been  received  from  him  in  relation  to  the 
results  of  those  labors.  Mr.  Balentine,  the  only  other  Missionary  in  the. 
Chickasaw  field,  has  had  a  double  share  of  labor  to  perform,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wright.  Intelligence  has  been  received  from  him  as 
late  as  the  24th  of  March.  He  has  maintained  stated  services  at  three  differ- 
ent places  during  the  year,  and  occasionally  at  two  others.  The  attendance 
at  none  of  these  places  has  been  large,  and  the  people  are  suffering  from  the 
scarcity  and  high  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  latest  direct  intelli- 
gence from  Mr.  Lilley,  of  the  Seminole  Mission,  is  of  the  2d  of  August. 
Through  Mr.  Balentine,  he  has  been  heard  from  as  late  as  December.  In 
August  the  country  was  suffering  from  severe  drought,  and  gloomy  forebodings 
were  entertained,  in  relation  to  the  want  and  dfstress  which  the  people  would 
have  to  endure.  He  speaks  encouragingly  of  his  missionary  labors,  neverthe- 
less. He  writes,  "  Our  meetings  have  been  well  attended  for  some  time  past, 
and  we  have  felt  very  much  encouraged.  More  attention  is  given  to  the  sub- 
ject of  religion  than  formerly,  and  our  place  of  worship  is  sometimes  crowded 
to  excess."  Mr.  Lilley  and  his  wife  are  very  much  isolated  from  the  rest  of 
the  Missionaries.  They  have  had,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  but 
little  intercourse,  either  by  letter  or  newspapers,  with  the  civilized  world ;  and 
they  are  often  in  circumstances  eminently  calculated  to  try  their  faith.  They 
need,  therefore,  the  special  prayers  and  sympathies  of  God's- people,  and  the 
Committee  would  earnestly  bespeak  those  on  their  behalf. 

Schools. 

The  Missionaries  in  the  Choctaw  country  came  to  the  conclusion,  during 

the  summer,  that  the  further  suspension  of  their  schools,  even  for  a  limited 

time,  would  prove  very  disastrous,  both  to  the  social  and  religious  interests  of 

the  people,  aud  they  resolved  at  once,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee, 
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to  establish  day  schools  at  all  their  principal  stations.  There  were  a  number 
of  white  women  in  the  country,  most  of  them  the  wives  or  daughters  of  the 
Missionaries,  and  educated  Choctaw  women,  whose  services  were  found  avail- 
able, and  schools  were  accordingly  established  at  Wheelock,  at  Pine  Ridge,  at 
Good  Water,  Good  Land,  Bennington,  and  Living  Land.  One  of  these  schools 
is  now  taught  by  Miss  Augusta  Bradford,  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Talladega,  Ala.,  and  one  of  those  who  responded  to  the  call  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  teachers  last  summer.  She  is  the  first  missionary  laborer  who  has 
left  her  home  to  engage  in  the  missionary  work  among  the  heathen  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee,  and  this,  fact  is  recorded  here  to  the  honor  of  the 
church  of  which  she  is  a  member.  All  of  the  schools  above  mentioned  are 
reported  as  doing  well,  and  they  will,  no  doubt,  exert  a  happy  influence  upon 
the  country  at  large. 

Conclusion. 

The  Committee,  in  concluding  their  report,  desire  to  express  their  sincere 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  that  amidst  all  the  trouble  and  turmoil  in  which 
the  country  has  been  involved  for  two  years  past,  the  people  of  God  have 
not  forgotten  or  overlooked  the  claims  of  this  precious  cause,  and  that  so 
many  tokens  of  the  divine  favor  have  been  bestowed  upon  it  while  it  has  been 
in  their  hands.  They  regard  these  favors  as  guarantees  of  still  greater  and 
more  glorious  things  to  be  accomplished  when  we  shall  have  fallen  upon  better 
times;  and  they  would  confidently  express  the  hope  that  God  will  not  permit 
that  strife  to  continue  much  longer  which  interferes  so  seriously  with  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  among  men. 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

J.  LEIGHTON  WILSON,  Secretary. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  ASSEMBLY'S  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 

Owing  to  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  country  immediately  around 
Richmond  last  spring,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  convene  a  quorum  of  the 
Committee,  so  as  to  send  their  first  report  in  due  time.  It  did  not  reach  its 
destination  till  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly.  But  inas- 
much as  it  is  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  its  Minutes,  it  may  be  considered 
as  thus  presented  for  any  review  judged  proper.  The  suggestions  it  embodies 
need  not  be  here  repeated,  but  are  respectfully  recommended  anew  to  such 
consideration  as  they  may  be  found  to  merit.  The  papers  herewith  sub- 
mitted will  show  the  measure  of  progress  made  from  January  the  1st,  1862 
the  time  when  the  Committee  was  first  convened,  till  May  the  1st,  1863. 

1.  Department  of  Production. 

There  is  presented  with  this  report  a  list  of  publications  to  the  present 
date.  These  constitute  in  all  twenty-six  publications,  amounting  to  150  000 
copies,  2,879,000  pages. 
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In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  paper  has  been 
issued  for  the  use  of  Sabbath-Schools,  under  the  title  of  "The  Children's 
Friend."  A  number  of  causes,  referred  to  in  the  report  of  last  year,  pre- 
vented its  appearance  earlier  than  last  August.  It  began  with  a  subscription 
list  of  about  three  thousand,  and  has  already  reached  ten  thousand.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  the  "Sabbath-School  Visitor,"  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Publication  in  Philadelphia,  and  commenced  many  years  ago,  was  regarded 
as  having  attained  to  great  prosperity  in  1860,  with  a  circulation  of  fifty-eight 
thousand  copies,  while  there  is  certainly  cause  to  regret  that  more  has  not  been 
done,  yet  we  have  good  r*eason  to  be  gratified  at  the  successful  experiment 
made  thus  far.  With  much  less  than  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  former 
Presbyterian  Church  accessible  to  us,  our  Sabbath-School  paper  has,  in  less 
than  one  year,  obtained  a  circulation  of  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  "  Visitor." 
There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  with  suitable  efforts  it  may,  in  a  short  time, 
reach  the  goodly  number  of  20,000  copies.  Published  as  it  is,  under  great 
disadvantages,  cut  off  from  all  the  current  literature  with  which  its  pages 
might  be  enriched,  from  all  facilities  for  procuring  engraved  illustrations,  and 
paper  of  a  superior  quality,  it  is  cheering  to  find  that  this  periodical,  de- 
signed to  bless  and  guide  the  children  of  the  Church,  is  everywhere 
welcomed  by  both  them  and  their  parents  as  indeed  their  "  Friend."  No 
labor  can  ever  be  more  important  or  hopeful  than  that  which  seeks  to  sow 
precious  seed  in  the  hearts  of  the  young. 

2.  Department  of  Distribution. 

The  amount  received  from  sales  has  been  81,799  78.  The  opportunities 
afforded  for  distributing  what  has  been  published  have  not  been  such  as 
could  be  desired.  The  hindrances  have  been :  first,  that  in  the  feebleness  of  a 
beginning  it  would  have  been  unduly  expensive  to  provide  a  depository  in  a 
very  conspicuous  location ;  second,  that  no  system  of  col  portage  has  been 
authorized;  and  third,  that  the  public  transportation  has  been  so  greatly  in- 
terrupted by  the  war.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that,  chiefly  through  our  chap- 
lains and  officers  in  the  army,  the  sales  of  our  publications  have  been  much 
increased  of  late.  A  new  edition  of  the  "Sketch  of  Rev.  Dabney  Carr  Har- 
rison," by  the  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Hoge,  D.  P.,  is  just  published,  amounting  to 
twenty  thousand  copies,  of  which  fifteen  thousand  are  already  sold.  The 
whole  amount  put  into  circulation  is  707,000  pages.  Most  of  out  work  having 
been  recently  printed,  the  time  for  distribution  has  been  limited.  With  in- 
creased facilities  it  will  be  much  hastened. 

3.  Department  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  an  aggregate  of  receipts  by  donation,  from 
January  1,  1862,  to  May  1,  1863,  of  $7/780  67.  The  whole  amount  re- 
ceived from  sales,  donations,  and  subscription  to  the  "Childrens"'  Friend,"  is 
811,707  59,  a  sum  which,  though  far  below  the  ability  of  our  Church,  and 
what  it  may  be  expected  to  contribute  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  is 
yet  about  equal  to  the  amount  received  for  publication  from  all  the  Confed- 
erate States  in  1860. 

The  total  expenditure  is  89,230  45,  leaving  a  balance  in  cash  of  $2,467  14, 
and  of  stock  on  hand,  including  type  and  furniture  for  oflice,  to  the  value  of 
86,510  23. 

The  Committee  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  General  Assembly  while 
they  submit  an  explanation  in  regard  to  one'  part  of  their  operations.     Such 
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has  been  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  country,  and  so  multiplied  and  ab- 
sorbing the  demands  upon  those  members  residing  in  Richmond,  and  so  much 
have  some  of  them  been  absent  from  the  city,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to 
have  regular  meetings  attended  by  a  quorum.  This,  was  increased  from  the 
fact  that,  under  the  organization  of  the  Committee,  six  members  are  necessary 
to  transact  business,  and  .also  that  three  of  the  Committee  are  selected  from 
points  distant  from  Richmond.  Owing  to  this  difficulty,  the  Secretary  was 
advised  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  doing  the  best  he  could  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  while  regular  meetings  were  impracticable,  to  consult  with 
the  members  individually  in  any  matters  of  difficulty  or  doubt.  It  is  be.ieved 
that,  as  the  case  was,  this  course  will  be  approved,  for  it  seemed  a  choice 
between  this  and  inaction.  It  is  proper  to  add  that,  owing  to  the  causes 
already  referred  to,  there  is  no  way  by  which  a  quorum  can  be  gathered  to 
adopt  this  report,  and  it  can  only  receive  from  the  Assembly  such  attention 
as  it  is  entitled  to  from  having  been  approved  by  five  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  Secretary. 


-*  ^  ♦■^■»— 


REPORT  OF  THE  PROVISIONAL  COMMITTEE  OF  EDUCATION. 

In  consequence  of  the  occupation  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  by  Federal 
troops  last  summer,  the  Assembly's  Committee  of  Education,  stationed  at  that 
place,  was  broken  up  and  dispersed.  Dr.  Gray,  the  Secretary,  finding  it  im- 
possible to  conduct  its  affairs  there,  and,  at  the  same  time,  deeming  it  unsafe 
to  retain  its  funds  where  they  would  be  liable  to  confiscation,  remitted  them 
to  Columbia,  as  a  safer  place  of  deposit,  with  the  request  that  the  undersigned 
would  take  charge  of  them,  and  attend  to  the  general  affairs  of  the  Committee, 
until  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly.  In  accordance  with  this  request,  the 
undersigned  organized  themselves  into  a  provisional  Committee,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D.,  chairman,  Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D. 
D.,  secretary,  and  Rev.  James  Woodrow,  treasurer ;  and  this  arrangement  was 
made  known  to  the  churches  generally  through  the  medium  of  the  religious 
newspapers.  The  Committee,  however,  have  had  little  else  to  do  than  act  as 
custodians  of  the  funds  committed  to  their  care. 

No  applications  for  aid  have  been  made,  and,  consequently,  no  appropri- 
ations whatever  have  been  voted  by  the  Committee.  The  fact  that  no  appli- 
cation has  been  made,  the  Committee  think,  cannot  be  urged  as  an  argument 
against  the  accumulation  of  a  fund  for  educational  purposes,  but  is  to  be 
ascribed,  in  this*  particular  instance,  to  the  circumstance  that  all  the  young 
men  who  would  likely  have  needed  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies 
have  been  called  to  the  army.  When  this  unhappy  war  is  brought  to  a  close, 
the  demand  for  such  aid  will,  no  doubt,  be  very  great.  Hundreds  of  the 
pious  young  men  of  the  country,  who  have  had,  or  may  hereafter  have  their 
attention  turned  to  the  ministry,  will  come  out  of  the  war  with  their  pecuniary 
means  entirely  exhausted,  and  will  consequently  be  prevented  from  entering 
upon  this  work  for  a  long  time,  if  not  altogether,  from  the  want  of  means. 
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Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  permanent  policy  of  the  Church  in  relation 
to  this  department  of  benevolence,  the  Committee  think  that,  in  view  of  the 
peculiar  circumstances  and  special  claims  which  many  of  our  3'oung  men  will 
have  upon  the  churches  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in  view  of  the  great  de- 
mand there  will  be  for  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  over  the  whole  land,  as  well 
as  throughout  the  heathen  world,  the  churches  ought  to  be  exhorted  to  give 
as  liberally  to  this  object  as  God  may  give  them  the  means,  with  the  view  of 
providing  for  this  emergency.  The  funds  remitted  by  Dr.  Gray,  amounting 
to  $1,180  74,  were  at  once  invested  in  Confederate  ipterest-bearing  notes, 
with  the  view  of  being  converted  into  current  funds  at  any  time  they  might 
be  needed.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Committee,  the  Treasurer  has  re- 
ceived from  churches  and  individuals  the  sum  of  $1,884  41,  which,  added  to 
the  original  sum  remitted  by  Dr.  Gray,  places  in  his  hands,,  at  the  present 
time,  the  sum  of  $3,065  15,  which  is  in  Confederate  interest-bearing  notes. 

These  funds  are  now  tendered  to  the  Assembly,  with  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count, with  the  earnest  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  that  they  may  be 
guided  from  above  to  such  measures  as  will  be  most  promotive  of  this  important 
cause  and  the  best  interests  of  the  cause  of  Christ  at  large. 

B.  M.  PALMER,    Chmrman. 

J.  LKIGHTON  WILSON,  Secretary. 

JAMES  WOODROW,    Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EEVISION  OF  HY3IN  BOOK. 

* 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Book  of  Psalms  and  Hymns  now  in 
use,  respectfully  submit  the  accompanjing  collection  as  the  fruit  of  their 
labors ;  together  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  principles  by  which  they  have 
been  governed. 

Immediately  after  their  appointment,  in  December,  1861,  a  correspondence 
between  the  members  of  the  Committee  evinced  a  very  substantial  agreement 
in  their  views;  which  has  greatly  facilitated,  and  rendered  pleasant,  the  exe- 
cution, of  their  task.  It  was  at  first  determined  that  each  member  should 
make  his  own  selecti5ns;  which  should  be  combined,  in  the  best  manner 
possible,  at  a  joint  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Charleston,  during  the 
first  week  of  April,  1862.  But  the  reverses  which  befel  our  arms  in  the  early 
part  of  that  spring  cancelled  this'  appointment,  it  being  impossible  for  the 
members  at  either  end  of  the  Confederacy  to  leave  their  homes.  The  unex- 
pected fall  of  New  Orleans,  moreover,  arrested  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  his  way  to  the  Assembly  at  Montgomery;  so  that  no  report  could 
be  submitted  to  that  body.  A  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  finally  effected 
at  Columbia  on  the  25th  of  last  month,  attended  by  three  of  its  members. 
The  absence  of  the  remaining  two,  occasioned  by  circumstances  beyond  their 
control,  was  in  some  meaSure  compensated  by  several  valuable  written  sugges- 
tions from  Dr.  Smyth,  and  by  a  discriminating  selection  of  Psalms  and  IJ  \  mns 
the  result  of  much  care,  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Stratton.  Being  thus  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  views  entertained  by  the  absent  members,  the  rest  of  the  Com- 


176  hymn  book  revision.  [Appendix, 

mittee,  constituting  the  majority,  felt  free  to  prosecute  their  labors,  and  now 
submit  the  result  to  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly. 

It  will  be  seen,  upon  examination,  that  the  paraphrase  of  the  Psalms  by 
Watts  has  been  greatly  retrenched.  Whilst  a  representation  of  every  Psalm 
has  been  retained;  many  of  the  different  parts  have  been  eliminated,  especially 
such  as  are  chiefly  historical,  and  those  which  are  repetitions.  In  some  in- 
stances, those  retained  have  been  shortened,  that-  they  may  more  easily  be  sung, 
by  dropping  the  verses  which  experience  and  observation  prove  to  be  generally 
omitted  in' the  pu'pit;  and  a  decided  preference  has  been  given  to  those  which 
are  most  devotional,  and  best  adapted  to  public  praise. 

Should  the  proposed  union  be  effected  with  our  brethren  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  upon  the  basis  of  the  overture  tendered  by 
the  General  Assembly  in  Augusta,  and  should  their  version  of  the  Psalms  be 
accordingly  incorporated  in  our  Book,  it  will  devolve  upon  the  Assembly  to 
decide  whether  this  Paraphrase  by  Watts  shall  constitute  one  of  three  separate 
parts  in  the  volume,  or  whether  it  shall  be  transferred  to  the  department  of 
Hymns.  In  this  latter  case,  having  another  complete  version  of  the  Psalms, 
many  of  those  now  retained  by  the  Committee  might  be  discharged  :  the  only 
motive  in  the  retention  of  some  being  to  secure  to  the  Church  a  paraphrase 
of  every  Psalm.  This  will  be  more  easily  determined  at  a  later  day,  when  the 
decision  of  the  brethren  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  shall  be  announced. 

Passing  from  the  Psalms  to  the  Hymns,  it  will  be  seen  that  two  hundred  and 
ninety  of  those  in  the  collection  now  in  use  have  been  omitted  by  us ;  and 
that  fifty  hymns  have  been  added;  making  the  total  number  of  hymns  four 
hundred  and  forty.  'These,  with  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  psalms,  and 
their  several  parts,  swell  the  number  in  the  entire  volume  to  six  hundred  and 
sixteen.  As  to  the  judgment  and  taste  displayed  in  their  choice,  the  Com- 
mittee will  patiently  and  cheerfully  abide  the  verdict  rendered  by  the 
Church,  after  opportunity  shall  have  been  given  for  a  careful  and  critical  ex- 
amination.. That  the  work  is  perfect,  it  would  be  the  height  of  presumption 
to  suppose ;  that  it  is  even  as  good  as  the  Committee  themselves  might  have 
made  it,  only  the  intensest  egotism  could  suggest.  It  is  rather  put  xorth  as  a 
tentative  effort,  to  draw  out  in  a  more  defiuite  form  the  mind  and  wishes  of 
the  Church,  in  the  matter  of  her  Psalmody.  Our  supposition  has  been,  that 
in  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  the  Assembly  would  prefer  to  keep 
this  subject  under  consideration  for  another  year.  Upon  the  publication  of 
this  report,  some  hymns  dear  to  pious  hearts  in  different  parts  of  the  land  will 
be  suggested;  the  addition  of  which  will  render  it  more  easy  to  dispense  with 
some  which  have  been  retained,  and  which  are  perhaps ,ipen  to  criticism. 

The  canons  by  which  the  Committee  have  been  governed  in  their  work  are 
the  following : 

1.  To  make  the  entire  collection  as  small  as  may  consist  with  a  sufficient 
variety ;  so  that  all  the  hymns,  by  becoming  familiar,  may  come  also  to  be 
loved. 

2.  To  make  as  few  changes  as  possible  in  the  arrangement  and  collection*; 
so  as  to  disturb  in  the  least  degree  the  associations  which  may  have  grown 
up  around  the  present  book. 

3.  To  render  the  character  of  our  Psalmody  eueharistie  and  supplicatory, 
consisting  of  direct  address  to  God,  and  not  to  man;  and,  therefore, 

4.  To  exclude  such  hymns  as  are  merely  didactic  and  argumentative;  also, 
to  a  large  extent,  those  which  are  hortatory,  and  all  such  as  are  damnatory, 
together  with  those  which  are  offensively  egoistic  in  their  tone. 

5.  To  retain  all  hymns,  even  though  not  of  the  highest  lyric  excellence, 
which  have  secured  a  place  in.  the  affections  of  God's  people. 
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6.  To  prefer  such  hymns  as  are  characterized  by 

a.  Unity  of  theme; 

b.  Depth  and  warmth  of  feeling; 

c.  Tenderness  and  simplicity  of  expression; 

d.  Uniformity  of  metre  throughout;  having  not  only  the  same  number  of 
feet,  but  also  the  same  accent  in  the  corresponding  verses — not  trochees  in 
one  and  iambics  in  another. 

7  To  substitute  in  the  Psalms  any  paraphrase  which  may  be  judged  supe- 
rior to  that  of  Watts. 

8.  To  secure,  generally,  the  highest  poetic  excellence,  combined  with  the 
best  expression  of  devotional  sentiment;  the  latter  element  being  always  of 
paramount  importance  in  a  book  of  praise.     And,  finally, 

9.  To  pretermit,  and  leave  for  compilation  by  private  hands,  all  of  that 
beautiful  religious  poetry  suitable  for  reading  in  the  closet,  but  not  adapted  to 
the  worship  of  God  in  the  sanctuary. 

The  Committee  propose,  further, 

1.  To  append  to  each  hymn  the  name  of  the  author,  in  all  cases  where  it 
can  be  ascertained. 

2.  To  prefix  to  each  hymn,  the  Scripture  on  which  it  is  founded,  whenever 
the  reference  is  sufficiently  distinct. 

3.  To  insert  amoDg  the  tables,  in  addition  to  the  index  of  subjects,  an  in- 
dex of  such  Scriptural  passages  as  are  illustrated  in  the  book. 

The  Committee  annex  to  this  report  a  list  of  all  the  parts  of  psalms,  and  of 
all  the  hymns,  which  have  been  omitted  in  this  collection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  M.  PALMER,  Chairman. 


Psalms  Omitted. 

1st  Psalm:  vs.  4  and  7  of  pt.  I.,  with  pt.  II.  and  pt.  III. 
2d     do.       pt.  I.  and  pt.  II. 

pt.  I. 

pt.  I. 

vs.  6,  7,  8. 

substitute  paraphrase  by  Lyte  for  pt.  I. ;  omit  pt.  II. 

vs.  2,  3,  7,  8,  9. 

substitute  paraphrase  of  Tate  &  Brady  for  both  parts. 

pt.  II. 

vs.  2,  3,  8 

vs.  2,  3,  6. 

vs.  1,  2,  3,  4. 

substitute  Tate  &  Brady  for  Watts. 

vs.  1,  2,  6. 

pt.  I. ;  with  vs.  3,  4,  5  of  pt.  II. 

pt.  I. 

vs.  1,  2. 

substitute  Sternhold  for  all  the  parts. 

pt.  I.;  vs.  4,  6,  7  of  pt.  II;  v.  6  of  pt.  III.;  and  pt.  IV 

vs.  2,  3. 

v.  4. 

pt.  I. ;  with  vs.  3,  4  of  pt  II. 


3d 

do. 

4th 

do. 

5th 

do. 

6  th 

do. 

7th 

do. 

8  th 

do. 

9  th 

do. 

10th 

do. 

11th 

do. 

12th 

do. 

13th 

do. 

14th 

do. 

15th 

do. 

16th 

do. 

17th 

do. 

18th 

do. 

19th 

do. 

20th 

do. 

21st 

do. 

22d 

do. 
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23d  Psalm :  substitute  Kouse  for  pt.  I. ;  the  226th  Hymn  of  our  collection 
for  pt.  II. 

24th  do.  substitute  Tate  &  Brady  for  both  parts. 

25th  do.  pt.  I.  and  pt.  II. 

27th  do.  pt.  II. 

29th  do.  vs.  8,  4. 

30th  do.  pt.  II.  supplanted  by  paraphrase  of  Gerhard's. 

[  31st   do.  paraphrase  of  Byland's  substituted  for  both  parts. 

"  32d    do.  pt.  II. 

33d    do.  substitute  Tate  &  Brady  for  both  parts. 

34th  do.  pt.  II.;  pt.  IV 

35th  do.  substitute  Watts'  original  coll.,  1st  pt.,  omitting  vs.  4,  5,  6,  7 

36th  do.  v.  4  of  pt.  I  ;  pt.  II. 

37th  do.  pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. ;  v.  2  of  pt.  III. 

38th  do.  vs.  2,  3,  5,  8,  9. 

39th  do.  pt.  I. ;  pt.  III. ;■  vs.  3,  4  of  pt.  II. 

40th  do.  v.  6  of  pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. ;  pt.  III. 

42d     do.  substitute  Tate  &  Brady  for  both  parts, 

44th  do.  substitute  Tate  &  Brady. 

45th  do.  vs.  3,  4  of  pt.  II.;  pt.  III. 

46th  do.  pt.  II. 

49th  do.  pt.  I. ;  pt.  III. 

50th  do.  pt.  II.;  pt.  III.;  pt.  IV  ;  pt.  V 

51st   do.  pt.  II.;,pt.  IV 

52d    do.  pt.  I. 

55th  do.  pt.  I. 

56th  do.  pt.  I. 

57th  do.  vs.  1,2.. 

58th  do.  vs.  3,  4,  5;  change  "yet"  for  "thus,"  in  v.  6. 

59th  do.  vs.  2,  3. 

60th  do.  v.  2. 

61st    do.  pt.  II. 

62d    do.  vs.  3,  4. 

63d    do.  pt.  II. 

65th  do.  vs.  5,  6  of  pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. ;  v.  6  of  pt.  III. ;  pt.  IV 

66th  do.  pt.  I. 

67th  do.  v.  4. 

68th  do.  vs.  1,  5  of  pt.  I. ;  pt.  III. 

69th  do.  pt.  I. ;  pt.  IT. ;  v.  3  of  pt.  III. 

70th  do.  vs\  2,  3,  7 

71st  do.  pt.  I. ;  vs.  4,  5,  6,  8  of  pt.  II. 

72d    do.  vs.  2,  3  of  pt.  I. ;  vs.  2,  3,  7  of  pt.  II. 

73d    do.  pt.  III. ;  pt.  IV 

74th  do.  pt.  I. ;  vs.  4,  5,  6,  8  of  pt.  II. 

75th  do.  vs.  4,  5. 

76th  do.  vs.  2,  3,  4,  5,  9,  10. 

77th  do.  vs.  2,  3,  5,  9,  10  of  pt.  I.;  pt.  II. 

78th  do.  pt.  II. ;  pt.  III. 

79th  do.  vs.  2,  5. 

80th  do.  pt.  II. 

81st    do.  v.  2. 

83d    do.  vs.  3,  4. . 

84th  do.  vs.  3, 4  of  pt.  I. ;  pt.  III. ;  pt.  IV. 
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85th 

do. 

88  th 

do. 

89  th 

do. 

00th 

do. 

91st 

do. 

9-Jd 

do. 

93  d 

do. 

94th 

do. 

95th 

do. 

96th  do. 

97th  do. 

98th  do. 

100th  do. 

101st  do. 

10  2d  do. 
do. 


103d 


104th  do. 

105th  do. 

106th  do. 

107th  do. 

108th  do. 

109th  do. 

110th  do. 

111th  do. 

112th  do. 

113th  do. 

115th  do. 

117th  do. 

118th  do. 

119th  do. 


120th  do. 
121st  do. 
122d  do. 
125th  do, 
126th  do. 
127th  do. 
129th  do, 
130th  do 
132d  do. 
135th  do, 
136th  do. 
137th  do, 
139th  do. 
143d 


do. 


pt.  I. 

pt.  I. ;  vs.  5,  7  of  pt.  II. ;  v.  5  of  pt.  III. 

pt.  I.  ;  pt.  II. ;  vs.  3,  5  of  pt.  Ill  ;  pt.  V  ;  pt.  VI. ;  pt.  VIII. 

pt.  I.;  v.  3  of  pt.  II.;  pt.  I  IT. 

pt,  II, ;   vs.  4.  5,  6  of  pt.  I. 

pt.  II. ;  v.  4  of  pt.  I. 

pt.  II.  ;  pt.  III. 

vs.  2,  3  of  pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. 

pt.  I. ;  v.  5  of  pt.  II.  altered  to 

"But  if  your  ears  refuse 
The  message  of  his  love, 
And  hearts  grow  hard,  and  will  not  choose 
The  blessings  from  above  :" 

also,  vs.  4,  5,  6  of  pt.  III. 
pt.  II. 

pt.  II. ;  pt.  III. 
pt.  I. 

pt.  I. ;  substitute  Hymn  367  for  pt.  II. 
pt.  I. 

pt.  I. ;  pt.  III. 
pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. ,  pt.  V  ;  divide  pt.  IV  into  two,  beginning  at 

5th  stanza  for  the  second  part, 
pt.  I. ;  pt.  III. ;  pt.  IV 
vs.  5,  6,  7,  8  of  pt.  I.;  pt.  II.;  pt.  III. 
pt.II. 

pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. ;  pt.  III. ;  vs.  3,  4,  6  of  pt.  IV 
pt.  II. 
v.  6. 

vs.  3,  4  of  pt.  II. 
pt.  I. 
pt.  I. 

pt.  I. ;  vs.  6,  7  of  pt.  II. 
pt.  I. ;  vs.  4,  5,  6  of  pt.  II. 
pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. 

pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. ;  pt.  III. ;  pt.  V 
vs.  5,  6  of  pt.  I. ;  vs.  3,  4  of  pt.  III. ;  vs.  5,  6,  .7  of  pt.  IV  ; 

vs.  4,  5,  6  of  pt.  V  ;  vs.  4,  5,  6,  7  of  pt.  IX. ;  vs.  4,  5  of 

pt.  XIII. ;  vs.  4,  5,  6  of  pt.  XV  ;  v.  2  of  pt.  XVI. 
v.  2. 

vs.  5,  7  of  pt.  I. ;  pt.  II. 
pt.  II. 

pt.  I.  •  vs.  5,  6  of  pt.  II. 
pt.  I. 
pt.  I. 

vs.  5,  7,  8. 
vs.  5,  6,  8  of  pt.  I. 
pt.  I.;  vs.  1,  2,  3  of  pt.  II. 
pt.  I. ;  pt.  III. 

pt.  I.;  pt.  II.;  vs.  5,  6  ofpt.  III. 
substitute  for  pt.  I. 

pt.  II. ;  pt.  III. ;  pt.  V 
pt.  II. 
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144th  do. 

pt. 

I. ;  first  line  of  pt.  Ill  changed  to 

- 

"Happy  the  land  whose  favored  sons." 

145th  do. 

pt. 

I. ;  vs.  5, 

6  of  pt.  II. 

;  pt.  IV 

146th  do. 

VS. 

2,  3  of  pt. 

I.  j  v.  6  of  Pt.  II. 

147th  do. 

vs. 

.  2,  3,  7  of 

pt.  I. ;  pt. 

II. ;  pt. 

III. 

148th  do. 

pt. 

II.  j  vs.  2 

,  3,  4,  5, 

7  of  pt. 

III.; 

pt.  IV  ; 

vs.  4,  5  of  pt. 

V;pt. 

VI. ;  pt.  VII.    * 

149th  do. 

vs. 

5,  7,  8. 

Hymns 

Omitted. 

Hymn 

1 

Hymn 

81 

Hymn 

181 

a 

2 

a 

82 

it 

182 

a 

3 

a 

84 

a 

183 

a 

5 

a 

86 

a 

186 

a 

6 

it 

91 

it 

188 

it 

8 

"       VS. 

3,  4, 5, 8  of  93 

it 

191 

a 

11 

<( 

96 

it 

196 

u 

12 

(t 

97 

tt 

197 

u 

13 

a 

99 

tt 

198 

u 

14 

a 

102 

a 

200 

a 

15 

a 

103 

a 

205 

It 

16 

a 

104 

a 

203 

(( 

19 

u 

105 

tt 

206 

it 

20 

a 

106 

it 

210 

a 

22 

t. 

107 

a 

212 

u 

vs. 

7,  8  of  23 

it 

112 

t( 

213 

a 

24 

a 

114 

a 

215 

«    . 

25 

a 

116 

tt 

:'16 

it 

v.  5  of  27 

a 

119 

it 

221 

a 

33 

a 

122 

a 

222 

ii 

39 

it 

123 

a 

223 

ii 

40 

(< 

125 

it 

228 

a 

42 

a' 

128 

tt 

v.  3  of  230 

u 

44 

it 

130 

a 

231 

u 

45 

a 

136 

a 

233 

a 

47 

a 

'137 

tt 

234 

a 

48 

tt 

138 

tt 

235 

a 

50 

a 

141 

it 

236 

a 

v.  4  of  51 

it 

147 

it 

239 

u 

52 

a 

148 

tt 

240 

« 

57 

tt 

151 

a 

241 

a 

61 

"  ys.  6 

i,  7, 8,  9  of  153 

a 

244 

a 

62 

« 

154 

tt 

246 

a 

65 

<( 

157 

tt 

249 

a 

66 

u 

162 

tt 

252 

a 

67 

tt 

164 

a 

258 

u 

68 

it 

167 

« 

260 

a 

69 

it 

168 

it 

270 

tt 

70 

a 

170 

a 

271 

a 

71 

tt 

171 

tt 

274 

a 

74 

a 

174 

a 

281 

a 

75 

<( 

177 

tt 

282 

a 

77 

it 

178 

tt 

285 

a 

78 

<( 

179 

it 

288 
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Hymn 

296 

Hymn 

430 

Hymn 

544 

<< 

300 

u 

432 

a 

546 

a 

304 

11 

V. 

4  of  435 

it 

548 

a 

306 

vs, 

.  2- 

-6  of  438 

tt 

549 

a 

307 

it 

443 

a 

552 

a 

311 

a 

445 

a 

558 

a 

314 

ti 

448 

a 

559 

a 

319 

a 

455 

if 

561 

n 

320 

a 

457 

tt 

565 

a 

321 

"         vs. 

3, 

4  of  460 

tt 

566 

a 

322 

"      VS. 

2, 

3  of  461 

tt 

567 

a 

325 

a 

462 

a 

568 

ti 

327 

!< 

463 

a 

572 

it 

328 

it 

465 

n 

573 

a 

331 

a 

46k 

it 

577 

<( 

333 

a 

468 

it 

579 

a 

336 

a 

471 

a 

581 

a 

337 

a 

472 

a 

582 

a 

346 

a 

476 

ti 

584 

tt 

350 

a 

477 

a 

590 

a 

352 

a 

478 

a 

592 

a 

358 

n 

482 

it 

593 

a 

361 

(< 

.483 

it 

594 

tt 

362 

<c 

495 

tt 

595 

tt 

363 

a 

496 

it 

597 

ti 

365 

tt 

499 

n 

599 

"  (Trans. 

toPs.)367 

iC 

. 

501 

t( 

600 

it 

368 

tt 

*  502 

it 

603 

tt 

369 

a 

504 

a 

606 

a 

372 

a 

506 

a 

611 

tt 

374 

a 

507 

it 

614 

a 

379 

(i 

510 

a 

616 

it 

384 

tt 

511 

a 

618 

a 

387 

tt 

512 

tt 

623 

a 

391 

tt 

514 

tt 

626 

a 

396 

u 

515 

tt 

628 

a 

399 

it 

516 

u 

629 

a 

402 

it 

518 

tt 

630 

tt 

403 

u 

519 

tt 

632 

a 

406 

it 

520 

it 

634 

a 

407 

a 

523 

tt 

v.  3  of  638 

u 

408 

it 

v. 

5  of  524 

a 

644 

tt 

409 

a 

525 

tt 

645 

ti 

410 

a 

526 

a 

649 

ti 

412 

it 

528 

a 

653 

a 

414 

n 

531 

661 

a 

415 

a 

532 

a 

vs.  5,  6  of  663 

a 

416 

tt 

535 

«  vs.  2,  3,  4,  5, 

it 

419 

tt 

"   536 

6, 7, 11  of  666 

a 

421 

tt 

539 

a 

671 

a 

422 

it 

540 

a 

675 

it 

427 

tt 

541 

a 

676 

tt 

428 

a 

542 

tt 

680 

a 

429 

it 

543 
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List  of  New  Hymns  added  by  the  Committee. 

1.  A  charge  to  keep  I  have,  0.  Wesley, 

2.  Awake  my  soul,  stretch  every  nerve,  Doddridge, 

3.  Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep,  Mrs.  Mackay, 

4.  Depth  of  mercy,  can  there  be,  Luth.  Col., 

5.  Fear  not,  0  little  flock,  From  the  German, 
G.  Forever  with  the  Lord,  Montgomery, 

7    How  happy  every  child  of  grace,  Wesley, 

8.  Hark,  the  song  of  Jubilee,  ^  Montgomery, 

9.  If  human  kindness  meets  return,  Noel, 

10.  I  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  say,  Bonar, 

11.  I'm  but  a  stranger  here,  -  T.  R.  Taylor, 

12.  I'm  a  pilgrim  and  I'm  a  stranger,  Anon., 

13.  Just  as  I  am,  without  one  plea,  Charlotte  Elliott, 

14.  G-od  bless  our  native  land,  J.  S.  Dwight, 

15.  Lord,  how  delightful  'tis  to  see,  Watts, 

16.  Lord,  look  on  all  assembled  here,  Anon., 

17.  Majestic  sweetness  sits  enthroned,  Stennall, 

18.  My  faith,  looks  up  to  thee,  Ft.  Palmer, 

19.  My  G-od,  my  Father,  while  I  stray,  Charlotte  Elliott, 

20.  My  days  are  gliding  swiftly  by,  Anon., 

21.  Oh,  that  my  load  of  sin  were  gone,  C  Wesley, 

22.  0  happy  day,  that  fixed  my  choice,  Doddridge, 

23.  0  deem  not  they  are  blest  alone,  Bryant, 

24.  O  faint  and  feeble  hearted,  Anon., 

25.  0  Christ,  with  each  returning  morn,  Old  Latin  Hymn, 

26.  Our  Father,  God,  who  art  in  heaven,  Judson, 

27.  On  thee,  0  Lord,  our  God,  we  call,  Anon., 

28.  One  sweetly  solemn  thought,  Anon., 

29.  0  sing  to  me  of  heaven,  Anon., 

30.  Praise  to  thee,  thou  great  Creator,  Fawcett, 

31.  Saviour,  when  in  dust  to  thee,  Grant, 

32.  Softly  now  the  light  of  day^  Doane, 

33.  Softly  fades  the  twilight  ray,  S.  F.  Smith, 

34.  Soon,  soon,  and  forever,  Monsell, 

35.  Servant  of  God,  well  done,  Montgomery, 

36.  Sister,  thou  wast  mild  and  lovely,  

37.  Tbee  we  adore,  eternal  Lord,  

38.  To  God  be  glory,  peace  on  earth,  

39.  The  Spirit  in  our  hearts,  Anon., 

40.  There  is  a  time,  we  know  not  when,  J.  A.  Alexander, 

41.  The  God  of  peace,  who  from  above,  E.  T.  Fitch, 

42.  There  is  an  hour  of  peaceful  rest,  W  B.  Tappan, 

43.  There  is  a  happy  land,  Anon., 

44.  When  the  spark  of  life  is  waning,  Dale, 

45.  When  along  life's  thorny  road, 

46.  When  musing  sorrow  weeps  the  past,  Noel, 

47.  Yes,  my  native  land,  I  love  thee,  S.  F.  Smith, 

48.  When  marshalled  on  the  nightly  plain,         H.  K.  White, 

49.  When  power  divine  in  mortal  form,  J.  E.  Smith, 

50.  With  broken  heart  and  contrite  sigh,  Anon., 


177 
244 
384 

47 
.316 
419 
197 
341 
132 
195 
416 
428 
191 
367 
285 
368 
107 
190 
258 
418 

33 
158 
257 
259 
274 
292 
370 
387 
430 
1 
127 
271 
308 
386 
404 
405 


84 
298 
420 
421 
385 
390 
422 
342 
165 
129 
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ALPHABETICAL    LIST 


OF 


MINISTERS   AND    LICENTIATES 

EMBRACED   IN  THE   PRECEDING  STATISTICAL   TABLES. 

Note.— The  FtostrOffice  addresses  in  this  list  in  spme  cases  differ  from  those  given  in  the  Tables,  the 
list  having  been  prepared  to  correspond  with  recent  changes.  The  figures  denote  the  page  of 
the  tables  on  which  the  name  may  be  found. 


Adams,  Wm.  H.,  Danielsville,  Ga.,  195. 
Adger,  D.  D.,  J.  B..  Columbia,  S.  0.,  (not  reported.) 
Alexander,  Henry  C,  Charlotte  C.  H.,  Va.,  224. 
Alexander,  James  C,  MeLeansville,  N.  C,  211. 
Alexander,  J.  H.,  Kosciusko,  Miss.,  19D. 
Alexander,  S. C, B'aek  BiverChapel, N.  C, 209. 
Alexander,  S.  C,  White  Hall,  N.  C.,  208. 
Alexander* Thomas.  Cotton  Gin,  Texas,  217. 
Anderson,  E.,  Summerfield,  Ala.,  186. 
Anderson,  John»  Jacksonport,  Miss:,  188. 
Anderson,  J„  Clarkesville,  Texas,  218. 
Anderson,  J.,  Monroe,  Yorkville,  S.  C.,212. 
Anderson,  Robert  B.,' Cottage  Home,  N.  C,  208.    , 
Anderson,  Robert  N.,  Merry  Mount,  N.  C,  223. 
Anderson,  W.  A.,  Newbern,  Tenn.,  198. 
Armistead,  D.  D.,  Jesse  S.,  Farmville,  Va..  224. 
Armistead,  C.  J„  225.     •  , 

Armstrong,  D.  D.,  G.  D.,  Norfolk,  Va.,  219. 
Atkinson,  Joseph  M.,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  211. 
Atkinson,  D.D.,  J.  M.P.,  Hampden  Sidney,  Va.,  225. 
Axson,  D.  D.,  I.  8.  K„  Savannah,  Ga.,  194.  • 
Axson,  Samuel  E.,  Savannah,  Ga.,  212. 

*Bailey,  D.  D.,  R.  W,  Huntsville,  Texas,  217. 

Bain,  John  R„  Nashville,  Tenn.,  205. 

Baird,  D.  D.,  E.  T.,  Carrollton,  Miss.,  199. 

Baird,  James  R.,  Yorkville,  S.  C,  212. 

Baird,  Washington,  Camden.  Ark.,  190. 

Baker,  Archibald,  Madison,  Fla.,  193. 

Baker,  C.  A,  Louisville,  Ala.,  184. 

Baker,  D.  S.,  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  201. 

Baker,  John  F.,  Lexington,  Va,  221. 

Baker.  John  W.,  Marietta,  Ga.,  191. 

Baker,  R.  M.,  Lafayette,  Ga.,  191. 

Baker,  William  E.,  Staunton,  Va.,  221. 

Baker,  William  M.,  Austin  City.  Texas,  217. 

Balch,  John  T.,  Minden,  La.,  203. 

Balentine,  H.,  Boggy  Depot,  C.  N.,  Ark.,  189. 

Banks,  Alexander  R.,  Tulip,  Ark..  189. 

Banks,  H.  H.,  Jonesville,  S.  C,  190. 

Banks,  William.  Hazlewood,  S.  C,  212.  » 

Bardwell,  J.,  Aberdeen,  Mis9.,  205. 

Barkley.  Andrew  H.,  Crawfordsville,  Miss.,  203. 

Barr.  J.  Calvin,  Lewisburg,  Va.,  220. 

Barr,  J.  A.,  Searcy,  Ark.,  188. 

Barr.  James  8..  Fancy  Hill,  N.  C,  207. 

Bartlette,  W.  F.  V.,  Natchez,  Miss.,  201, 

Beach,  Charles,  Charlottesville,  Va.,  225. 

Beall,  B.L.,  Lenoir,  N.  C,  207. 

Beattie,  Alexander,  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  189. 

Beattie,  Jame9,  Nhw  Orleans,  La.,  2u2. 

Bell,  John.  Greenville.  Tenn.,  (not  reported.) 

Bell,  Robert,  EratavMiss.,  200. 

Bell.  Robert  S.,  Washington,  Va.,  (not  reported.) 

Beman,  D.  D..  C.  P.,  Mount^mn,  Ga.,  194. 

Benton,  Thoma«  H..  Skullyville,  Ark.,  189. 

Berry,  Robert  '1'.,  Richmond.  Va.,  225. 

Bertron,  Samuel  R.,  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  201. 

Bingham,  Samuel  J.,  Meridian,  Miss.,  187. 


Bittinger,  E.  C,  210. 

Bittinger,  M.  Henry,  Indian  Creek,  Va.,  220. 

Black,  Duncan  B.,' Dogwood  Grove,  N.  C,  209. 

Blain,  John  S.,  Deerfield,  Va.,  221. 

Blain,  Samuel  W.,  Williamsburg,  Va.,  219. 

Blair,  B.  B.,  221. 

Blair.  William  C,  Goliad,  Texas,  219. 

Blanton,  Lindsay  H.,  Salem,  Va„  223. 

Bocock,  D.  D.,  John  H.,  Appomattox  C.  H.,  Va., 225. 

Boggs,  D.  C,  Winnsboro',  S.  C.,215. 

Boggs,  G.  W.,  Camden,  Ala.,  186. 

Boggs,  George  W.,  Winnsboro',  8.  C,  214. 

Boggs,  W.  E..  Winnsboro',  S..C.,  215. 

Boone,  Joseph,  Round  Top,  Texas,  217. 

Boozer,  John  I.,  Pine  Bluff.  Ark.,  189. 

Boude,  Henry  B..  Tunnel  Hill,  Ga.,  206. 

Bowden,  Naihan  T,  Powelton,  N.  C,  209. 

Bowman,  D  D.,  Francis,  Farmville,  Va.,  225. 

Bowman,  F.  H.,  Mount  Sidney,  Va.,  222. 

Bowman,  J,  Rice,  Buckingham  C,  H.,  Va.,  225. 

Boyd,  C.  L.  R.,  Cross  Keys,  Ala.,  184. 

Boyd,  T.  M.,  190. 

Bra,ckett,  G.  R.,  Rowan  Mills,  N.  C,  213.  ' 

Bradley,  Robert,  Kingstree,  S.  C,  214.  * 

Brearley,  H,  M„  Clio,  S.  C,  215. 

Brearley,  William,  Darlington,  S.  C,  214. 

Bright,  J.  E.,  Minden,  La.,  198. 

Brown,  Henry,  191. 

Brown,  Hugh  A.,  Mossing  Ford,  Va.,  223. 

Brown,  J.  D.  A.,  Mars  Bluff,  S.  C,  215. 

Brown,  John  Calvin,  Frankfort,  Va.,  220, 

Brown,  Joseph,  Amelia  C.  H.,  Va,,  (not  reported.) 

Brown,  Samuel,  Kerr's  Creek,  Va.,  221. 

Brown,  S.  S ,  Shongalo,  Miss.,  199. 

Brown,  Thomas,  Abingdon,  Va.,  222. 

Brown,  D.  D.,  Wm.,  Richmond,  Va.,  (not  reported.) 

Buist,  E  H.,  Newberry,  S.  C.  216. 

Buist,  D.  D„  Edward  T.,  Greenville  C.  H.,  S.  C,  211. 

Bunting,  R,  F.,  219. 

Burgett,  J.  R„  Mobile,  Ala.,  186. 

Burkhead,  J.  D.  W.,  Monterey,  S.  C,  216. 

Burwell,  Robert,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  206. 

Butler,  G.  W.,  Louisville,  Ala.,  185. 

Buttolph,  D.  L.,  Riceboro',  Ga.,  194. 

Byers.  R.  H„  Waverly,  Texas,  217. 

Byington,  Cyrus,  Eagle  Town,  C.  N.,  Ark.,  189. 

Caldwell,  A.  H.,  Sardis,  Miss.,  197. 
Caldwell,  C.  K.,  Pittsboro',  N.  C,  210. 
Caldwell,  J.  M.  M.,  Rome,  Ga.,  190. 
Caldwell,  Robert,  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  205. 
Caldwell,  R.  H.,  Query's  Turn  Out,  N.  0,  208. 
Calhoun,  N.  W.,  221. 
Calhoun.  P.,  (not  reported). 
Calvin,  Joseph  H.,  Oakland  College,  Miss.,  201. 
Campbell.'A.  D.,  Clayton,  Ala.,  185. 
Campbell,  E.  8.,  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  198. 
Campbell,  R.  B.,  Canton,  Miss.,  199. 
Campbell,  S.  B.,  Henderson's  Mills,  Tenn.,  284. 
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Campbell,  William  A.,  Powhatan  C.  H.,  Va„  220. 

Campbell,  William  G,  Staunton,  Va.,  221. 

Carlile,  William,  Anderson  C.  H-,  S.  C,  216. 

Oarothers,  J.  N.,  Okalona,  Miss.,  203. 

Carrington,  Alexander  B.,  Abingdon,  Va.,  223. 

Carroll,  J.  Halsted,  214. 

Carson,  John  C,  Mills  River,  N.  C,  207. 

Carter.  H.  C,  Conyer's,  Ga.,  (not  reported). 

Carter,  Thomas  M.,  Fineastle,  Texas,  218. 

Carter,  W.  A.,  Mobile,  Ala.,  186. 

Carter,  William  B„  Elizabethtown,  Tenn.,  204. 

Cartledge,  Groves  H.,  Bold  Spring,  Ga.,194. 

Caruthers,  D.  D.,  Eli  W.,  Gilmer's  Store,  N.  C,  210. 

Case,  Joel  T.,  Victoria,  Texas,  219. 

Castleton,  Thomas,  (no.t  reported.) 

Cater,  Edwin,  Livingston,  Ala.,  196. 

Chamberlain,  Hiram,  Brownsville,  Texas,  219. 

Chamberlain,  N.  P.,  Thibodeaux,  La.,  202, 

Chandler,  A.  E.,  Madison,  Fla.,  193. 

Chapman,  D.  D.,  R.  Hett,  Lincoln,  Ala.,  207. 

Chase, D.  D.,  Benjamin,  Natchez,  Miss.,  201. 

Chevalier,  Nicholas,  Gonzales,  Texas,  219. 

Cleghorn,  Elisha  B.,  202. 

Cleland,  Thomas  H.,  Union  Church,  Miss.,  201. 

Clisby,  A.  W.,Thomasville,  Ga.,  193. 

Coble,  John  H.,  Gilopolis,  N.  C,  (not  reported.) 

Cochran,  Isaac,  Darlington  Heights,  Va.,  223. 

Cochran,  John  M.,  Victoria,  Texas,  219. 

Cochran,  David,  Jackson,  Tenn.,  198. 

Cohen,  James,  213. 

Coit,  George  H.,  Americus,  Ga.,  191. 

Colton,  D.  D.,  Simeon,  Asheboro',  N.  C„  208. 

Colton,  J.  H.,  210. 

Comfort,  David.  224.  ~ 

Connelly,  J.  M.,  Columbus,  Texas.  219.  ' 

Connolly.  Malcolm  C,  Brenham,*Texas,  217. 

Cooper,  R.  E.,  215, 

Copeland,  Charles  ft;  Wheelock,  C.  N.,  Ark..  189. 

Corbett,  William  B.,  Cheraw,  S.  C,  214. 

Cozby,  J.  S.,  214. 

Cousar,  James  A.,  Selkirk,  S,  C,  214. 

Craig,  John  N.,  Lancaster,  S.  C,  212. 

Crane,  Edward  P.,  Homosassa,  Fla.,  193. 

Crane,  William  H  ,  Quiney,  Fla..  193. 

Crawford,  A.  L.,  Warren,  Ark.,  190. 

Crawford,  T.  C,  Dirt  Town,  Ga.,  191. 

Cummins,  D.  H.,  Covington.  Tenn.,  196, 

Cunningham,  A.  N.,  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  206. 

Cunningham,  David  H.,  Mountain  Cove,  Va.,  214. 

Cunningham,  D.  D.,  H.  B.,  Columbia,  S.C.,  213. 

Cunningham.  William  M,  LaGrange,  Ga.,  192. 

Currie,  Archibald,  Hughes'  Academy,  N.  C.,210. 

Currey,R.  O.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  205, 

Custer,  Philander  M.,  Mt.  Meridian,  Va.,  221, 

Dabney,  D.  D.,  R,  L..  Hampden  Sidney,  Va.,  224. 
Dalton,  P.  H.,  High  Point,  N.  C,  211. 
Dana,  William  C,  Charleston,  S.  C,  213.     ' 
Davidson,  E.  O,  Spring  Dale,  Miss,  197. 
Davidson,  Joseph  T.,  Homer,  La.,  203. 
Davie's,  J.  A.,  Meeks'  Hill,  S.  C,  212. 
Davies,  S.  W.,  Augusta,  Ark.,  188. 
Davis,  John  H„  Charlotte  C.  H.,  Va.,  224. 
Davis,  Robert  N.,  Lincolnton,  N.  C,  207 
Davis,  D.  D.,  S,  S.,  Augusta,  Ga.,  194. 
Davis,  Thomas  E.,  Davidson  College,  N.  C,  216. 
Davis,  William  H„  Willington,  S.  ft,  215. 
Deane,  Henry  L.,  Griffin,  Ga.,  194. 
Denny,  John  C,  Monticello,  N.  C.  211. 
DeVeaux,  T.  L.,  Lowndesboro',  Ala.,184. 
Dickson,  A.  F.,  Orangeburgh,  S.  C,  213 
Dickson,  H.  R.,  Rock  Hill,  s.  C,  212. 
Dickson,  Michael,  Milford,  Texas,  217. 
Doak,  D.  D.,  Alex.  A.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  204 
Doak,  Daniel  G.,  Oxford.  Miss.,  197. 
Doak,  J.  W.  K.,  Greenville,  Tenn.,  204. 
Doak,  D.  D.,  Samuel  W.,  Greenville,  Tenn.,  204 
Dobbs,  C.  H.,  199. 
Dod,  C.  S.,  Plaquemine,  La.,  201. 
Doll,  J.,  Yancey vill  e,  N.  C,  210. 
Donnelly,  S.,  Greenwood,  S.  C,  215, 
Doremus,  D.  D-,  J.  E,  C,  Rosedale,  La.,  200. 
Douglas,  James,  Winnsboro',  S.  C,  214. 


Douglas,  John,  Chester,  S.  C,  213.  . 

Douglas,  R.  L.,  Unionville,  S.  C,  213. 

Dow,  John  R.,  Aiken,  S.  C,  213. 

Downing,  J.  G.,  185. 

DuBose,  John  E.,  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  193. 

Dudley,  Jacob  D.,  Dover  Mills,  Va.,  225. 

Dunlap,  Mitchell  D.,  Academy,  Va.,  220. 

Dunlop,  James  E.,  Bainbridge,  Ga.,  193. 

Dunlop,  William  C,  Marshall,  Texas,  218. 

Dunwodv,  James  B.,  Washington,  Ga.,  194. 

*Dupre,  B.  D.,  Marietta,  Ga ,  190, 

Dutton,  D.  D.,  Warren  B.,  Charlestown,  Va„  225. 

Eagleton,  D.  D.,  Wm,  Murfreesboro',  Tenn.,  206. 
Edwards,  John,  Wheelock,  C.  N.,  Ark.,  249. 
Eells,  Edward,  Keaohi,  La.,  203. 
Eldridge,  E.  D.,  192. 

Emerson,  Luther,  Middlebrook,  Va.,  221. 
Emerson,  W.  C,  Meridian,  Miss.,  200. 
English,  Thomas  R.,  Mayesville,  S.  C,  214. 
Enloe,  Asahel,  Sardis,  Miss.,  197. 
Erwin,  T.  W.,  Blackstock's,  S  C,  212. 
Evans,  R.  R.,  Germantown,  Tenn.,  196. 
Ewing,  Daniel  B.,  Gordonsville,  Va.,  225. 
Ewing,  John  D.,  Lisborn,  Va.,  222.      > 

Fairlev,  David,  Manchester,  N.  C.,209. 

Farrow,  W.  T.,  Charleston,  S.  C,  213. 

Faucette,  Thomas  U.,  Oxford,  N.  C ,  211. 

Ferguson,  A.  N.,  Carthage,  N.  C,  210. 

Ferrill,  George  W.,  Tally  Ho.  N.  C,  210. 

Finney.  E.  D.,  Washington,  Miss.,  201. 

Fisk,  Pliny,  Doaksville,  C.  N.,  189. 

Fitzgerald,  James  H.,  Buckingham  C.'H.,  Va.,  224. 

Flanagan,  James  H.,  Kingwood.  Va.,  153, 

FIinn,"William.  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  194. 

Foote,  D.  D.,  William  H.,  Farmville,  Va.,  225. 

Ford,  J.  Franklin,  Minden,  La.,  202. 

Foreman,  Stephen,  Tahlequah,  Ark.,  188. 

Forrest,  D.  D.,  John,  Cnarleston,  S,  C,  213j 

Foster,  G  R.,  Wetumpka,  Ala.,  184. 

Fraser,  Donald,  Madison,  Fla.,  193. 

Freeman,  J.  F.  W.,  207. 

Frierson,  D.  E.,  Jeffries'.  Creek,  S:  C„  214- 

Frierson,  Edward  O.,  Kingstree,  S.  C,  214. 

Frierson,  J.  Simpson,  Ashwood,  Tenn.,  205. 

Frierson,  J.  Stephenson,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tenn.,  205, 

Frierson,  S.  R.,  Starkville,  Miss.,  203. 

Frierson,  M.  W.,  195. 

Frontis,  Stephen,  Deep  Well,  N.  C,  206. 

Frost,  J.  H,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  219. 

Fullinwider,  P.  H.,  Huntsville,  Texas,  217. 

Gaillard,  J.  H„  Columbia,  S.  C,  195. 
Gaillard,  S,  S.,  Greenville  ft  H.,  S.  0,  216. 
Galloway,  L.,  185. 
Gamble,  James,  190. 
Garrison,  R.  C,  Woodville,  Tenn.,  198. 
Gaston,  Le  Roy  B.,  Enterprise,  Miss.,  195. 
Geary,  John  M.,  Plain's  Store,  La.,  200. 
Gibbs,  George  M.,  Clinton,  N.  ft,  209. 
Gibert,  Joseph,  Mount  Olive,  Miss.,  199. 
Gibert,  J.  F.,  Abbeville  C.  H.,  S.  C,  215. 
Gildersleeve,  Benjamin,  Salem,  Va.,  219. 
Gill,  Sidney  S„  Hickory  Withe,  Tenn.,  197, 
Gillanu,  James  R.,  Indiantown,  S.  C,  214. 
Gillespie,  James  H.,  Denmark,  Tenn.,  198. 
Gillespie,  W.  F.,  Liberty,  Miss.,  200. 
Gilmer,  George  H.,  225. 
Gilmer,  T.Walker,  225. 
Gil  more,  J.  H.,  Kerr's  Creek,  Va.,  222. 
Girardeau,  J.  L.,  Charleston,  S.  C,  213. 
Gladney,  R.  S,,  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  203. 
Goble,  Gershom,  Dagger's  Springs,  Va.,  223. 
Goulding,  Francis  R.,  Macon,  Ga.,  194. 
Graham,  James  R..  Winchester,  Va„  225. 
Graham,  John  C,  Moscow,  Texas,  218. 

Graham, ,  Covington,  La.,  202, 

Graham,  Robert  C,  Mack's  Meadows,  Va..,  222t 
Grasty,  John  S.,  Fineastle,  Va.,  222. 
Graves,  A.  R.,  Zion  Seminary,  Miss.,  199. 
Graves,  Eli,  Vaidosta,  Ga.,  193. 
Graves,  E.,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  219 
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Graves,  Joel  8.,  Ocklocknee,  Ga.,  193. 
Graves,  N.  Z.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  188: 
Graves,  Robert  J„  Oaks,  N.  C,  211. 
Graves,  William,  Mills  River,  N..C  207. 
Gray,  D.  It.,  J.  H..  LaGrange,  Tenn.,  196. 
Gray,  William  A.,  Riplev,  Miss.,  195. 
Gready,  William  P.,  Wa'lhalla,  8.  C,  216. 
Green.  E.  H.,  Mount  Pleasant.  Texas,  218. 
Green,  E.  M„  Ringgold,  Ga.,  191. 
Greer,  James,  Rome,  Ga.,  (not  reported.) 
Gregg,  W.  A.,  Conwayboro',  S,  C,  215. 

Hagaman,  Abraham,  Lake  Providence,  La.,  199. 

Hall,  George,  Fayette,  Miss.,  201. 

Hall,  Jamas  D.,  Woodlawn,  N.  C,  206. 

Hall,  J.  M.,  Vienna,  La.,  203. 

Hall,  Samuel  B.,  Centreville,  Miss.,  201. 

Hall,  W.  A.,  202. 

Hall,  William  A.,  Eaton,  Tenn.,  198. 

Hall,  William  T.,  Canton,  Miss.,  199. 

Hall,  William,  Oxford,  Ala.,  185. 

Halliday,  S.  F.,  193. 

Halloway,  A.  H.,  (not  reported.) 

Hamilton,  William  E.,  Monticello,  Fla..  193. 

Hardie,  Henry,  Woodstock,  Va.,  226. 

Harding,  E.  H.,  *L1. 

Harris,  John  K.,  Brownsburg,  Va.,  222. 

Harris,  John  M.,  Romney,  Va.,  226. 

Harris,  J.  L.,  Somerville,  Ala.,  197. 

Harris,  J.  8.,  Guthriesville,  8.  C,  212.  - 

Harrison,  D.,  Liberty  Hill,  8.  C,  212. 

Harrison,  Peyton,  Greenwood  Depot,  Va.,  224. 

Harrison,  W.  A.,  Khoxville,  Tenn.,  204. 

Harrison,  W.  P.,  Knox  Hill,  Fla.,  192. 

Hart,  Andrew,  Pattonsburg,  Va.,  223. 

Hart,  Edson,  New  Orleans,  La.,  202. 

Hartpenee,  A.,  205, 

Harvey,  Holmes,  L.,  Plantersville,  Ala.,  185. 

Hatch,  L.  D.,  Greensboro',  Ala.,  187. 

Hay,  S.  H.,  Camden,  S.  C,  214. 

Haynes,  James,  Indian  Creek,  Va.,  221. 

Hazen,  Jas,  K.,  Prattville,  Ala.,  184. 

Hendee,  Homer,  Cuthbert,  Ga.,  192. 

Henderson,  I.  J.,  202. 

Henderson,  R.,  Danville,  Miss.,  195. 

Hendrick,  C.  8.,  200. 

Hepburn,  A.  D.,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C,  211. 

Herring,  Needham  W;,  Kenansville,  N.  C,  222. 

Hickman,  William  P.,  Dublin  Depot,  Va.,  222. 

Higgins,  D.  D.,  Samuel  Hall,  Columbus,  Ga.,  192. 

Hill,  H.  G.,  211. 

Hillhouse,  J.  B.,  Steele's,  8.  C,  216. 

Hines,  Edward,  Sassafras  Fork,  N.  C,  210. 

Hodge,  Samuel,  Broylesville,  Tenn.,  204. 

Hodgman,  S.  A.,  Hempstead,  Texas,  217. 

Hoge,  John  M.,  Johnsville,  Ark.,  190. 

Hr.'ge,  D.  P.,  Moses  D..  Richmond,  Va.,  219. 

Hoge,  D.  D.,  William  J.,  Petersburg,  Va.,  225. 

Hogshead,  Alexander  L.,  Collierstown,  Va.,  221. 

Hollander,  J.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  202. 

Holmes,  D.  D.,  James,  Covington,  Tenn.,  196, 

Holmes.  Z.  L.,  Lanrens  C.  H.,  S.  C,  216. 

Hopkins,  A.  C,  220. 

Hotchkin,  Ebenezer,  Doaksville,  C.  N.,  189. 

Houston,  R.  A.,  Greenesboro',  Ga.,  194. 

Houston,  Samuel  R.,  Union,  Va.,  220. 

Houston,  R.  R.,  Rocky  Point,  Va.,  220, 

Howe,  D.  D.,  George,  Columbia,  S.  C,  213. 

Hoyt,  Henry  F.,  Albany,  Ga.,.191. 

Hoyt,  D.  D.,  Nathan,  Athens,  Ga.,  194. 

Hoyt,  J.  W„  Nashville,  Tenn.,  206. 

Hughes,  A,  G.,  Mebanesville,  N.  C,  210. 

Humphreys,  David,  Rock  Mills,  S.  C,  215. 

Humphreys,  D.  W.,  Sardis,  Miss.,  197. 

Humphreys,  James  M.,  Newbern,  Va.,  222. 

Hunter,  John,  Jackson.  Miss.,  199. 

Huntington,  J..  Nashville,  Tenn.,  206. 

Hutchison,  D.  D.,  J.  -R.,  Houston,  Texas,  202. 

Hutton,  C.  M.,  Sumterville,  Ala,  187. 

Hyde,  E.  F.,  Washington,  Ga.,  216. 

Hyde,  G.  G,  Atchafalaya,  La.,  200. 

Irwin,  David  C,  Harrisonburg,  Va,  221 
Isler,  6  H,  Goldsboro',  N  C,  210 

Jackson,  Matthew  W,  Sough  Greek,  Va,  223 


Jacobs,  Ferdinand,  Laurens  C  H,  S  C,  216 
Jacobs,  W  P.  Laurens  C  H.  S  C,  214 
James,  Albert  A,  Jonesville,  S  C,  212 
Jennings,  James  H,  Bloomery,  Va,  22s 
Johnson,  Angus,  Miss,  196 
Johnson,  A  G.  Manassas,  Ga,  191 
Johnson,  Daniel,  Gilopoiii,  N  C,  209 
Johnson,  T  P.  Panola,  Miss,  197 
Johnston,  F  H,  Lexington,  N  C,  211 
Johnston,  R  Z.  Pineville,  N  C,  208 
Jones,  John.  Rome,  Ga,  191 
Jordan,  D  E,  Madison,  N  C,  211 
Junkin,  E  D,  Brownsburg,  Va,  221 
Junkin,  William  F,  Fancy  Hill,  Va,  222 

Kaufman,  J  Henry,  Madison,  Ga,  194 

Keith,  William  J,  Griffin,  Ga,  192 

Kenmore,  Charles,  199 

Kennedy,  James  C.  Statesville,  N  C,  208 

Kennedy,  J  C,  Ridgway,  8  C.  214 

Kennedy,  J  L,  Williamston,  S  C,  215 

Kennedy,  R  P.  Highland,  Va,  221 

Kennedy,  R  W  B.-Tlea^ant  Ridge,  Ala,  187 

Kennedy,  W  L,  Union,  Ala,  187 

Kerr.  D  D,  A  H,  Delta.  Tenn,  196 

Kerr,  H  M.  Water  Valley,  Miss,  197 

Ketchum,  R  C,  Clarksville,  Ga,195 

Kilpatrick,  W  M,  Concord  N  C,  208 

Kimmons.  John  A,  Saltillo,  Miss,  193 

King,  Charlei  B,  Savannah,  Ga,  194 

King,  J  L,  Perry.  Ga,  192 

Kingsbury.  D  D,  Cyrus,  Doaksville  C  N.  Ark»  189 

Kirkland,  A,  Raleigh,  N  C.  211 

Kirkpatriek,  D  D,  J  L,  Davidson  College.  N  C,  207 

Kirkpatrick,  John  M,  Danville,  Va,  211 

Kline,  A  L,  Columbia,  Tenn,  205 

Krider,  B  Scott,  Kowan  Mills,  N  C,  207 

Lacy,  Beverly  T,  Army  of  N  Va,  (not  reported) 

Lacy,  D  D,  Drury,  Wilson,  N  C,  211 

Lacy,  William  S,  El  Dorado,  Ark,  189      , 

Lacy,  Wm  S,  221 

Ladson,  Geo  W,  Columbia,  8  C,  194 

Lafar,  D  X,  Charleston,  S  C,  213 

Lafferty,  R  H,  Charlotte,  N  C,  207 

Lambe,  H  B,  Natchez,  Miss,  202 

Lane,  Charles  W.  Talmage,  Ga,  194 

Lanneau,  John  F,  Marietta,  Ga,  191 

Lapsley,  DD,  R  A,  Carthage,  Tenn,  205 

Laikin, .  McLeod.  Miss,  200 

Law,  T  H,  Florence.  S  C,  215 

Lawrence.  A  B-.  Bovina,  Miss,  199 

Lawson,  Orr,  Buckhannon.  Va,  222 

Lea,  T  D,  Paulding,  Miss,  200 

Lee,  Edmund,  193 

Lee,  William  States,  Graniteville,  8  C,  213 

Legare,  I  S  K,  Orangeburg,  S  C,  213 

Legare,  T  H,  Orangeburg,  S  C,  213 

Lefand,  D  D,  A  W,  Columbia,  8  C,  213 

Leps,  James  H,  Montgomery  W  S  Springs,  Va,  221 

Lewis,  J  N,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ala,  186 

Lewis,  Reuben,  Lexington,  Va,  221 

Leyburn,  DD,  John,  Richmond,  Va,  202 

Lilley,  John,  Micco,  Ark,  189 

Lindlev,  Daniel,  Port  Natal,  S  Africa,  206 

Lindsay,  J  O,  Mt  Carmel,  S  C,  216 

Lindsley,  DD,  J  B,  Nashville,  Tenn,  206 

Little,  James,  Gainesville,  Fla,  193 

Lockridge,.A  Y,  Ringgold,  Ga,  190 

Logan,  Robert,  La  Grange,  Ga,  192 

Long,/I  J,  Sumter,  8  C,  215 

Lorance,  James  H,  Courtland,  Ala,  197 

Love,  S  J,  Natchez,  Miss,  201 

Loughridge,  A  J.  Alta  Springs,  Texas,  218 

Loughridge,  R  M,  Alta  Springs,  Texas,  188 

Lynch,  Thomas,  Mebanesville,  N  C,  210 

I^jon,  D  D,  James  A,  Columbus,  Miss;  203 

Mack,  J  B,  Mayeeville,  S  C,  215 

Mack.  DD,  William,  Columbia,  Tenn,  205 

Mallard,  Robert  Q,  Walthourville,  Ga,  194 

Markham,  Thomas  R,  202 

Marks,  Richard  T,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Ga,192 

Marshall,  D  D,  William  K,  Henderson,  Texas,  213 

Martin,  Alexander.  Aspenwall,  Va,  224 

Martin,  C  P  B,  Greenville,  Ga,  192 
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Martin,  Edward,  Nottoway  C  II,  Va,  219 

Martin,  James,  Little  Rock,  Ark,  1S8 

Mathes,  A  H,  Gravsburg,  Tenn.  204 

Matthews,  Wra  H",  Pittsylvania  G  H,  Va,  224 

Mecklin,  A  H,  Poplar  Creek,  Miss,  203 

Meredith,  J  D,  198 

Mickle,  Robert  A,  Marion,  Ala,  186 

Millen,  S  C,  Statesville,  K  C,  207 

Miller,  Arnold  W,  Petersburg.  Va,  219 

Miller,  Charles  A,  Christiansijurg,  Va,  222 

Miller,  John,  Petersburg,  Va,  221 

Miller,  J  W,  Gay  Hill,  Texas,  217 

Miller,  Willis  L,  Asheboro',  N  C,  211 

Milner,  R  W,  Paoli.  Ga,  195 

Mitchell,  J  C,  Mobile,  Ala,  186 

Mitchell,  D  D,  Wm  H,  Florence,  Ala,  197 

Monroe,  Hugh  A,  White's  Creek,  N  C,  209 

Montgomery,  A  D,  Washington,  Ga,  215 

Montgomery,  James  S,  Yazoo  City,  Miss,  199 

Montgomery,  John  W,  Lawsonville,  N  C,  211 

Montgomery,  S  M,  200 

Montgomery,  T  F,  Hogansville,  Ga,  192 

Mooney,  A  M,  Pontotoc,  Miss,  L95 

Moore,  J  W,  Austin,  Ark,  1S8 

Moore.  D  D,  Thomas  V,  Richmond,  Va.  219 

Moore,  William  D,  Port  Gibson,  Miss,  201 

Moore,  William  S,  Franklin,  N  C,  207 

More,  Gaylord  L,  Fort  Gaines,  Ga,  202 

Morey,  I,  Franklin.  Tenn,  206 

Morgan,  Gilbert,  Harmony  College,  S  C,  214 

Morgan,  N  R,  Eutaw,  Ala,  187 

Morris,  F  C,  Osceola,  Ark,  196 

Morrison,  H  M,  197 

Morrison,  James,  Brownsburg,  Va,  221 

Morrison,  James  B,  Morven,  N  C,  206 

Morrison,  D  D,  R  H.  Cottage  Home,  N  C,  206 

Morrison,  William  N,  Asheville,  N  C,  207 

Morrison,  W  W,  New  Harmony,  Ala,  184 

Morrow,  C  N,  Asheboro',  N  C,  211 

Morse,  A  A,  Anderson  C  H,  S  C,  216 

Moseley,  Bennet  W,  Oakley,  Va,  22-1 

Moseley,  H,  Palestine,  Texas,  218 

Moseley,  J  W,  199 

Mullally,  F  P.  Pendleton,  S  C,  213 

Murkland,S  S,  Bethany  Church,  N  C,  207 

Murray,  James,  Templeton,  Va,  220 

Murray,  L,  Monticello,  Ark,  190 

Myers,  D  D,  Joseph  H,  Monticello,  Fla,  193 

McAlister,  Hector,  Kyle's  Landing,  N  C,  209 

McAllister,  R  S,  Jonesville,  S  C,  203 

McAuley,  W  H,  Uniontown,  Ala,  186 

McBryde,  Duncan  Daniel,  Averasboro',  N  C,  209 

*MeBryde,  D  D,  Thomas  L,  Pendleton,  S  C,  215 

McCallum,  Angus,  Union  Church.  Miss,  201 

McCombs,  G  B.  Beech  Grove,  Tenn,  206 

MeConnell,  J  A,  202 

McConnell,  William,  Houma,  La,  202 

McCorkle,  A  B,  Talladega,  Ala.  184 

McCorkle,  F  A.  Greenville,  Tenn,  204 

McCormick,  William  J,  Liberty  Hill,  S  C,  193 

McCoy,  H  P  R,  Charlottesville,  Va,  225 

McCoy,  Robert,  LaFayette,  Ga,  196 

Mcl'onald,  Henry,  Port  Gibson.  Miss.  201 

McDonald,  Weill,  Fayetteville,  N  C,  209 

McDonald,  W  A,  210 

McDowell,  James,  Manning,  S  C,  214 

Mclmffie,  D,  Lynohwood,  S  C,  215 

McElhenny,  D  D,  John.  Lewisburg,  Va,  290 

McFarland,  D  D,  Francis,  Mint  Spring,  Va,  221 

McFeatters,  Matthew,  Texana,  Texas,  219 

MeGuffey,  D  D.  LLP),  W  H,  Univer.  of  Va,  224 

Mcllwaine,  Richard,  Farmville,  Va,  220 

Mclnnis,  R,  Enterprise,  Miss,  202 

Mcintosh,  John  R,  Eufaula,  Ala,  185 

Mclver,  John  L,  Buffalo,  N  C,  210 

McKay,  Neill,  Summerville,  N  C,  209 

McKee,  James  M,  Orion,  Ala,  184 

McKinney,  C,  Enterprise,  Miss,  198 

McKinney,  D  D,  Samuel,  New  River,  La,  202 

McKittrick,  John,  Oak  Hill,  Ga,  192 

McLees,  H  W,  Holland's  Store,  S  C.  217 

McLees,  John,  Greenwood,  S  C,  216 

McLees,  Robert,  Seneca,  S  C,  216 


McLean,  Hector,  Malta,  N  C,  208 
McLure.  D  M,  Lancaster  C  H,  S  C,  215 
McMarin,  P  A,  211 

McMillan,  Andrew.  Springfield,  N  C,  209 
McMnllen,  «  P,  Pleasant  Kidge,  Ala,  187 
McMullen,  D  D,  R  B,  Clarksville,  Tenn,  2:15 
McMurray,  Francis.  Union  Springs,  Ala,  184 
MeNair,  Daniel,  Galveston.  Texas,  217 
MeNair,  E,  Williamsport,  La,  200 
(McNair.  Evander,  Eufaula.  Ala,  184 
I  MeNair'.  Malcolm,  Fair  Play,  N  C,  209 
McNoclv,  L,  Hillsboro',  Ark,  190 
McNeiley,  J  H,  Charlotte,  Tenn,  206 
McNeill,  Hector,  Montpeher,  N  C,  20S 
McNeill,  James  H,  Fayetteville,  N  C.  209 
McPherson,  James  P,  Springfield,  N  C,  208 
McQueen,  Archibald,  Que.cn,-dale,  N  C,  209 
McQueen,  Donald,  Sumter,  S  C,  214 
McQueen,  James,  Fayetteville,  N  C,  209 
McOueen,  Martin,  Wilmington,  N  C,  209 
MoWhorter,  William,  Bachelor's  Retreat,  S  C,  215 

Nail,  Jas  H,  Tuskegee.  Ala,  181 
Nail.  DD,  Robert,  Talladega,  Ala,  185 
Naylor,  James,  Middleton,  Miss,  199 
Neill,  Thomas  B,  Plain,  S  C,  (not  reported)   . 
Neil,  William,  Gallatin,  Miss,  201 
Newton,  Henry,  Jefferson,  Ga,  194 
Nicholson,  R  P,  210 
Niven,  T  M,  22-j 

Ogden,  Thomas  A,  Natchez,  Miss,  201 
On',  Samuel,  190 

Osborn,  Robert,  Fairton,  N  J,  220 
*Osborne,  Michael,  Farmville,  Va,  224 
Ostrom,  V  C.  New  Orleans,  La,  202 
Otts,  J  M  P,  Greensboro',  Ala,  187 
Overstreet,  R  M,  Georgetown,  Texas,  218 

Paine,  Henry  H,  Holly  Springs.  Miss,  197 

Paisley.  Samuel,  Watson's  Bridge,  N  C,  208 

Palmer,  D  D.  B  M,  Columbia,  S  C,  202 

Palmer,  E  P,  Marietta,  Ga,  191 

Palmer,  Edward,  Walterboro',  S  C,  213 

Park,  James,  Knoxville,  Tenn,  204 

Park,  John  S,  Memphis,  Venn,  (not  reported) 

Parks,  G  D,  Enola,  _\  C,  207  ■ 

Parsons,  L  H,  Greensboro',  Ga,  185 

Patterson,  D  D,  James  C,  Griffin,  Ga,  192 

Patterson,  M  A.  Mount  Holly,  Ark,  190 

Patton,  F,  Oxford,  Miss,  195 

Paxton,  Thomas  N,  Marion,  N  C,  207 

Payne,  A  G.  Comite,  La,  201 

Peacock,  William  A,  Madison,  Fla,  103 

Pearson.  W  F,  Temple  of  Health,  S  C,  216 

Peck,  Thos  E,  Hampden  Sidney,  Va,  224 

Peden,  A  G,  Griffin,  Ga,  192 

Peden,  Mitchell,  New  Prospect,  Miss,  203 

*Pelan,  James,  Okalona,  Miss,  203' 

Penick,  Daniel  A,  Pioneer  Mills,  N  C,  206 

Peniek,  Jr.,  Daniel  A,  Concord,  N  C,  207 

Penick,  P  Tinsley,  Liberty.  Va,  224 

Penland,  Alexander,  Redman,  Ala,  197 

Perryman.  J  M,  Creek  Agency,  Ark,  189 

Peters,  B  F,  Fayetteville,  Ala,  187 

Petrie,  D  D,  George  H  VV,  Montgomery,  Ala,  184 

Petrie,  G  L.  Union  Springs,  Ala,  185 

Pharr,  D  D,  Samuel  C,  Alexandriana,  N  C,  207 

Pharr,  Walter  W,  Statesville,  N  C,  2u7 

Pharr,  Walter  S.  Park's  Store,  N  C,  206 

Pharr,  William  VV,  Coddle  Creek,  N  C,  207 

Phillips,  Charles,  Chapel  Hill,  N  C,  211 

Phillips,  D  D,  James,  Chapel  Hill,  N  C,  210 

Phillips,  John,  Glade  Mills.  Md,  226 

Phillips,  N  G,  Airmount,  Aia,  235 

Pickens,  A.  M.,  Centre  Point,  Tenn,  198 

Pickens,  John  A,  Brownsville,  Tenn  198 

Pierson,  Phillip,  New  Zion,  S  C,  214    ' 

I'inkerton,  John,  Mount  Solon,  Va  221 

Pinkerton,  William,  Steel's  Tavern,  Va,  221 

Pitzer,  A  W,  Sparta,  Ga.  195 

Porter,  Abner  A,  Columbia,  S  C,  213 

Porter,  David  H,  Augusta,  Ga,  194 
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Porter,  Edward  E,  196 

Porter,  G  J,  Hendersonville,  N  C,  213 

Porter,  J  D,  Mobile,  Ala,  186 

Porter,  R  K,  Bcrzelia.  Ga,  195 

Powers,  -Unas,  Big  Lick,  Va,  222 

Pratt,  H  K,  211 

Pratt,  John  W,  Tuskaloosa,  Ala,  187 

Pratt.  D  D,  N  A.  Boswell,  Ga,  190 

Preston,  Thos  L,  Westview,  Va,  222 

Price,  Robert,  Rodney,  Miss,  201 

Price,  Samuel  J,  Yanceyville,  N  C,  223 

Price,  William  T,  McDowell,  Va.  222 

Proctor,  John  0,  Gerardstown.  Va,  225 

Pryor,  D  D,  Theodoriek,  Petersburg.  Va,  219 

Pugh.  John  W,  Waireuton,  Va,  (not  reported) 

Purviance,  D  D,  James,  Natchez,  Miss,  201 

Ramsey,  D  D,  James  B,  Lynchburg,  Va,  223 

Rankin,  Jesse.  Lenoir,  N  U,  206 

Raymond,  H  R,  Marion,  Ala,  186 

Raymond.  Moses,  Springfield,  Va,  225 

Reid,  Alexander,  Doaksville,  C  N,  189 

.Reid,  J  W,  Philomath,  Ga,  194 

Reid,  R  H,  Reidville,  8  C,  216 

Reid,  S  Irvine,  Horn  Lake,  197 

Reid,  W  M,  Mayesville,  S  C,  214 

Rice,  James  M,  Covington,  Va,  222 

Riee,  D  D,  John  H,  Mobile,  Ala,  (not  reported) 

Rice,  Samuel  D,  Mount  Zion,  Va,*223 

Richards,  J  G,  Liberty  Hill,  S  C,  214 

Richardson,  William  T,  Waynesboro',  Va,  221 

Riddle,  William,  Sidon,  Miss,  199 

Riley,  J  R,  Laurens  C  H.  S  C,  216 

Robinson,  John  M,  Double  Wells,  SO,  217 

Rockwell,  E  F,  Davidsen  College,  N  C,  207 

Rogan,  Daniel,  Kingsport,  Tenn,  204 

Rogers,  J  L,  Atlanta,  Ga,  191 

Rogers.  O  F,  Verona,  Miss,  195 

Root,  Timothy,  Guntersville,  Ala,  (not  reported) 

Rosamond,  J.  Fayetteville,  Ala,  187 

Rose,  Henry  B,  Gap  Mills,  Va,  220 

Roudebush,  G  S,  Woodville,  Miss,  201 

Rovston,  C  A,  Rheatovvn,  Tenn,  204 

Ruffner,  William  H,  Lexington,  Va,  221 

Rumple,  Jethro,  Salisbury,  N  C,  207 

Russell,  George  A.  Crane's  Creek,  N  C,  209 

Russel,  R  D,  Nanafatia,  Ala,  186 

Rutherford,  EH,  Enterprise,  Miss,  199 

Safford,  Henry,  Greenesboro',  Ga,  194. 

Salter,  I  H,  Monroeville,  Ala,  186 

Sample,  W^A,  Fort  Smith.  Ark,  188 

Sanderson,  D  D,  Eutaw,  Ala.  187 

Savage,  William  T,  Grenada,  Miss,  197 

Sawtelle,  B  N,  Tuscumbia,  Ala,  (not  reported) 

Saye,  James  H,  Lewisville,  S  C,  212 

Scott,  G  K.  Lockhart,  Texas,  219 

Scott,  John  A.  Halifax  C  H,  Va,  223 

See,  Charles  S  M„Fishersville,  Va,  221 

Sellars,  Ouncant  Black  River  Chapel,  N  C,  210 

Shanks,  D  W,  Amelia  C  H,  Va,  223 

Sharp,  J  D,  Alto,  Texas,  218 

Sharpe,  W  W,  Due  West,  S  C,  216 

Shaw,  Colin,  Black  River  Chapel,  N  C,  209 

Shearer,  John  B,  Black  Walnut,  Va,  211 

Sheetz,  William  C,  Morgantown,  N  C,  207 

Sheppersoij,  John  G,  Otter  Bridge,  Va,  223 

Sherrill,  R  E,  Forest  Grove,  Miss,  199 

Sherwood,  John  M,  Fayettevlle,  N  C,  209 

Shive,  Rufus  W,  Randolph,  Miss,  197 

Shotwell,  Nathan,  Rutherfordton,  N  C,  207 

Silliman,  A  P,  Clinton,  Ala,  187 

Simpson,  F  T,  Washington,  Ga,  195 

Sinclair,  Alexander,  Charlotte,  N  C,  207 

Sinclair,  James,  Lumberton,  N  C,  209 

Sinclair,  John  C,  Fayetteville,  N  C,  208 

Singletary,  W  H.  Singletary ville, S  C,(not  reported) 

Small,  Arthur  M,  Selma,  Ala,  186 

Smith,  Alexander.  Fayetteville,  Tenn,  205 

Smith,  A  P,  Spartanburg,  S  C,  213 

Smith,  D  D,  Ben)  M,  Hampden  Sidney,  Va,  224 

Smith,  Charles  R,  Scotland,  Ark,  190 

Smith,  D  F,  Jacksonville,  Ala,  184 


Smith,  H  A,  Centreville,  Ala,  186 

Smith,  Henry  M,  202 

Smith,  J.  Henry,  Greensboro',  N  C,  211 

Smith,  Robert  C,  Talmage,  Ga,  185    % 

Smith,  T  E,  Cartersville,  Geo,  191 

Smoot,  R  K,  198 

Smylie,  John  A,  Livonia,  La,  200 

Smyth,  DD,  Thomas,  Charleston,  S  C,  213 

Smythe,  O  II  P/Louisvillu,  Miss,  203 

Smythe,  VV  M,  Dayton,  Ala,  180  . 

Snyder,  Henry,  2^:4 

Somerville,  James,  Bridgeville,  Ala,  187 

Somefcille,  W  C,  Columbia,  Texas,  217 

Sparrow,  DD,  P  J,  Cahaba,  Ala,  186 

Sprunt,  James  M,  Kenansville,  N  C,  209 

Stacy,  James,  Newnan,  Ga,  192 

Stanfield,  S  A,  Milton,  N  C,  2U 

Stark,  Oliver  P,  Doaksville,  C  N,  Ark,  189 

Stedman,  D  D,  James  O,  Memphis,  Term,  196> 

Stewart,  C  B,  Fain'iew,  S  C,  216 

Stewart,  J  Curtis,  Asheville,  N  C,  207 

Stewart,  Leander  L,  Asheville,  N  C,  207 

Stillman,  D  D,  C  A,  Gainesville,  Ala,  187 

Stoddard,  William,  226 

*Stoddard,  WR,  216 

Stratton,  James,  Jackson,  La,  200 

Stratton,  D  D,  Joseph  B,  Natchez,  Miss,  201 

Strother,  James  W,  Brownsville,  Tenn,  198 

Stuart,  Samuel  D,  Staunton,  Va,  222 

Stuart,  Thomas  C,  Pontotoc,  Miss,  195 

Sutton,  William  C,.PeeDee.  S  C.  214 

Swift,  William,  Fort  Deposit,  Ala,  184 

Tadloek,  James  D,  Jonesboro',  Tenn,  204 
Talmage,  D  D,  Samuel  K,  Talmage,  Ga,(194 
Tate,  Robert,  Sill's  Creek,  N  C,  208 
Taylor,  R  F,  Summerville,  Ga,  191 
Taylor,  Robert  J,  Lexington,  Va,  220 
Telford,  William  B,  Kingston,  Ga,  191 
Tenney,  Levi,  Solado,  Texas,  218 
Thomas,  B  D,  Vernon,  La,  197 
Thomas,  Enoch,  Churchville,  Va,  521 
Thompson,  Philip  H,  Memphis,  Tenn,  196 
Thompson,  William  H,  Bolivar,  Tenn,  196 
Thompson,  William  S,  New  Canton,  Va,  224 
Thomson,  J  H,  McLeods,  Mies,  199 
Tidball,  William  B.Conoord  Depot,  Va,  224 
Todd,  David  A,  Strother's  Depot,  S  C,  217 
Towles,  Daniel  T,  Teachey's,  N  C,  209 
Trjmble,  E  C,  Jackson,  Tenn,  198 
Trimble,  William  W,  Brownsburg,  Va,  221 
Turner,  D  MfiNeill,  Abbeville  C  H,  S  C,  215 
Turner,  JesselH,  Liberty,  Va,  219 

Vance,  D  D.  Andrew,  CToyd's  Creek,  Tenn,  205 
Vass,  Lachlan  C,  Amherst  C  H,  Va,  225 
Vaiighan,  Clement  R,  Cole's  Ferry,  Va,  223 
Vedder,  C  S,  Summerville,  S  C,  213 

Waddel,  D  D,  John  N,  Montgomery,  Ala,  196 

Wailes,  Benjamin  M,  Greenfield,  Va,  225 

Walker,  J  A,  McKinley,  Ala,  186 

Walker,  Robert  C,  Churchville,  Va,  221 

Walkup,  J  W,  Natural  Bridge,  Va,  223 

Wallace,  James  A,  Dalton,  Ga,  191 

Wallace,  John  H,  Clear  Branch,  Va,  222 

Wallace,  M  J,  Marlbrook,  Ark,  190 

Wallis,  James,  Concrete,  Texas,  218 

Warden,  William,  Wardensville,  Va,  226 

Wardlaw.  T  De  Lacey,  Clarksville,  Tenn,  205 

Warren,  W  H,  201 

Warrener,  P  W,  New  Danville,  Texas,  218 

Watkins,  Samuel  W,  Hampden  Sidney,  Va,N224 

Watson,  A  M,  Bridgeville.  Ala,  187 

Watson,  James,  Selma,  Ala,  186 

Watson,  J  F,  Zeno,  S  C,  213 

Watson,  Samuel  L,  Zeno,  S  C,  212    " 

Watts,  W  B,  Miranda,  N  C,  208 

Waugh,  Joseph,  201 

Way,  Richard  Q,  Eiceboro',  Ga,  194 

Wayne,  Benjamin,  New  Orleans,  La,  202 

Weeks,  Joseph,  Natchez,  Miss,  201 

Wells,  Shepard,  Columbia,  Tenn,  295 
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Welch,  Thomas  R,  Little  Rock,  Ark,  188 

Whaley,  P  N,  Clarkesville,  Va,  211 

Wharey,  J  mes  M,  Wytheville,  Va,  225 

Wharey,  Thomas  KeysviJle,  Va,  224 

"White,  Charles,  Berrvville,  Va,  225 

White,  George  William,  San  Marino,  Va,  220 

White,  Henry  M,  Big  Lick,  Va,  223 

White,  Jnme'a  E,  Chester,  S  C,  212 

White.  D  D.  R  B,  Tuskaloosa,  Ala,  187 

White,  T  W,  Maefarland's,,Va,  224 

White,  D  D,  William  S,  Lexington,  Va,  221 

Wiley,  Caivin  H.  Greensboro',  N  C,  211 

Wilhelm,  W  F,  Blacksburg,  Va,  223  ■** 

Willbanks,JS,  Cross  Hill,  S  C,  216 

Williams,  C  Foster,  Ashwood,  Tenn,  205 

Williams,  Edwin  T,  Qnincy,  Fla,  193 

Williams,  John  C,  Cokesbury,  S  C,  216 

Williams,  William  G,  La  Grange,  Ala,  197 

Williamson,  Robert  B,  Macon,  Miss,  203 

Williamson,  D  D,  S,  Washington,  Ark,  189 

Wills,  David,  Macon,  Ga,  194 

Wilson,  D  D,  Alexander,  Melville,  N  C,  210 

Wilson,  Charlton  H,  Bennettsville,  S  C,  215 

Wilson,  Hugh,  Lexington,  Texas,  217 

Wilson,  James,  Wheelock,  Texas,  217 

Wilson,  Jas,  Knoxville,  Tenn,  204 

Wilson,  Jas  M,  Rogersville,  Tenn,  (not  reported) 

Wilson,  D  D,  John's,  Atlanta,  Ga,  191 


Wilson,  John  Davies,  Wilkesboro',  N  C,  208 

Wilson,  DD,J  Leighton,  Columbia,  S  C,  214 

Wilson,  J  M,  Segui.-',  Texas,  219 

Wilson,  D  D,  Jns  R,  Augusta,  Ga,  194 

Wilson,  Lewis  F,  Hedgesville,  Va,  225 

Wilson,  D  D,  Samuel  B,  Hampden  Sidney,  Va,  223 

Wilson,  William  V,  Lynchburg,  Va,  225 

Wilson,  W  W,  BishopVille,  S  C,  214 

Wimpy,  Jesse,  Marion,  Ark,  196 

Winf'ord,  J  S,  Sharon,  Tenn,  196 

Winn,  T  S,  Havanna,  Ala,  187 

Witherspoon,  A  J,  Linden,  Ala,  186 

Witherspoon,  T  D,  Oxford,  Miss,  195 

Witherow,  T  S,  Holcombe's  Rock,  Va,  (not  rep'd) 

Wood,  M  D,  Yorkville,  S  C,  212 

Wood,  William  A,  Asheville,  N  C,  211 

*Woodbridge,  D  D,  S,  New  Orleans,  La,  202 

Woodburn,  J  A,  Kyle's  Landing,  K  C,211    , 

Woorihull,  George  S,  Point  Pleasant,  Va,  220 

Woodrow,  James,  Columbia,  S  C,  194 

Woodruff,  John.  Quincy,  Fla,  193 

Woodworth,  M  W,  Thompson's  X  Roads,  Va,  226 

Wright,  Allen,  Boggy  Depot,  C  N,  189 

Wright,  A  H,  Liberty,  Texas,  218 

Wright,  A  W,  219 


Yates,  William  B,  Charleston,  S  C.  213 
Young,  Henry  P,  Galveston,  Texas,  217 
Total,  823. 
*  Deceased, 
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It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  page  134,  that  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Education  nominated  for  Treasurer  Mr.  James  Miller;  and  by  reference  to 
page  148  it  will  be  found  that  the  two  Standing  Committees  on  Publication 
and  Education  nominated  Mr.  Archibald  Boiling  for  this  office.  The  latter 
nomination  was  undoubtedly  taken  from  the  manuscript  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Publication,  and  was  inadvertently  adopted  by  the  Assembly 
instead  of  the  former.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Assembly  to  elect  Mr.  M.,  as  it  was  generally  known  that  Mr.  B.  was  in 
the  army,  and  could  not  act.  But  the  Permanent  Clerk  had  no  authority  to 
alter  the  Minutes  which  had  been  approved  by  the  Assembly.  The  Executive 
Committees,  however,  very  properly  recognize  Mr.  M.  as  Treasurer  and  his 
name,  therefore,  so  appears  in  the  list  of  officers  on  the  back  of  the  Minutes 


INDEX. 


ASSEMBLY  met,  119;  hours  for  sessions,  121;  place  of  next  meeting,  124;  prayer 

for,  recommended,  133;  dissolved,  154. 
ASSOCIATE    REFORMED    SYNOD,   report  from  delegate    to,  122;    delegate 

from  heard,  130;  union  with,  141. 

B. 

BAPTISM,  overture  concerning,  126;  report  on,  136;  special  committee  ap- 
pointed, 137. 

BENEFICIARY  EDUCATION,  overture  concerning,  122;  report  on,  127;  special 
committee  appointed,  133;  resolutions  concerning,  134,  135. 

CHARTER,  committee  on,  124;  Dr.  E.  T.  Baird's  letter,  122,  124;  report  on,  131; 
directed  to  nominate  Trustees,  132. 

COMMISSIONERS  enrolled,  119. 

D. 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS,  Executive  Committee  of,  report  presented,  123 ;  report 
of  Standing  Committee  on,  138;  nominated,  148;  elected,  154;  Report, 
Appendix,  158. 

B. 

EDUCATION,  Executive  Committee  of,  report  presented,  123;  report  of  Standing 
Committee  on,  133;  nominated,  148;  elected,  154;  (See  note,  232;)  Report, 
Appendix,  174. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEES,  temporary  union  of,  resolution  concerning,  123; 
report  on,  146. 

F. 

FINANCE,  report  on,  150;  resolutions  concerning  assessments  on  Presbyteries,  152. 
FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE,  report  on,  141. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS,  Executive  Committee  of,  report  presented,  123;  report  on, 
140;  nominated,  148;  elected,  154;  Report,  Appendix,  166.    - 

I. 

INDEPENDENT  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  delegate  from,  123;  heard, 
124;  union  with,  141;  report  from  delegate  to,  142. 


JACKSON,  GEN.  T.  J.,  committee  to  bring  in  minute  concerning,  126;  report, 
162. 


234  .    INDEX. 

M. 

MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  read,  145;  resolutions  concerning,  146;  withdrawn, 

153. 
MINUTES,  Clerks  to  report  concerning,  124;  circulation  of,  124;  correction  of 

former,  131.  . 

MISSIONARIES   TO  ARMY,  overture  concerning,  122;    free   conference,  125; 

subject  re: erred,  125. 

N. 
NARRATIVE,  reported,  152;  Appendix,  154. 

0. 

OFFICERS  elected,  121. 

P 

PASTORAL  LETTER  on  religious  instruction  of  the  colored  people,  reported, 

126;  referred,  127;  report  on,  138. 
PUBLICATION,  Executive  Committee  of,  report  presented,*130;  report  on,  146; 

nominated,  148;  elected,  154;  (See  note,  232;)  letter  from  W-  J.  Keith,  124; 

Report,  Appendix,  172.* 

R.      - 

REVISION  OF*  BOOK  OF  PSALMS  AND  HYMNS,  committee  of,  report  pre- 
sented, 123;  referred,  123;  report  on,  127,  144;   Report,  Appendix,  175. 

REVISION  OF  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT  AND  BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE, 
committee  of,  .123  ;  vacancies  tilled,  127,  151. 

s        l 

SABBATH,  resolutions  concerning,  144. 

SINCLAIR,  JAMES,  letter  from,  referred,  126;  report  on,  130. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  appointed,  121. 

STANDING  RULE  suspended,  140. 

STATISTICAL  REPORTS,  resolutions  concerning,  154;  Appendix,  183. 

SUPERANNUATED  MINISTERS,  overtures  concerning,  123;  report  on,  129- 

SYNODICAL  RECORDS,  committees  on,  122;  reports  on,  133,  135,  149. 

SYSTEMATIC  BENEVOLENCE,  report  on,  135. 

T. 

THANKS,  resolutions  of,  154. 

THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARY  tendered  to  General  Assembly,  125;  report  on, 

133,  142,  148;  professor  appointed,  144,  148;  salaries  of  professors,  144,  149; 

Directors  nominated,  144 ;  elected,  154. 
TREASURER  appointed protem.,  123;  elected,  151. 
TRUSTEES,  nomination  of,  132 ;  elected,  136. 

u. 

UNITED  SYNOD    OF   THE    SOUTH,  union  with,  overture    concerning  127; 
report  on,  137;  committee  appointed,  141. 
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.     INSTITUTIONS  AND  OFFICERS 

OF   THE 

gr^sbgferian  €\x\x\[th  in  ih^  GJonjd^raty  ^tatys-ofl  ^met^a. 


CLERKS  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Rev.  John  N.  Waddel,  D.D.,  Stated  Clerk,  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Rev.  Joseph  R.  Wilson,  D.D.,  Permanent  Clerk,  Augusta,  Ga. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

R.  M.  Patten,  John  Whiting,  James  B.  Walker,  T.  C.  Per- 
rin,  Robert  Adger,  J.  H.  Lindsay,  Samuel  McCorkle,  Rev. 
B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D.,  Joseph  H.  Wilson,  Jesse  A.  Anslet, 
J.  A.  Grawford,  J.  A.  Inglis,  Rev.  G.  Howe,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  L. 
Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  W  L.  Mitchell. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   OF   DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

.    Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.D.,  Secretary,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Rev.  Prof.  James  Woodrow,  Treasurer,  " 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

Rev.  J.  Leighton  WiLsoft,  D.D.,  Secretary,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Rev.  Prof.  James  Woodrow,  Treasurer,  "  " 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION 

Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.D.,  Secretary.,  Richmond,  Va. 
James  Miller,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  "  " 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  EDUCATION. 

Eev.  John  Leyburn,  D.D.,  Secretary,  Richmond,  Va. 
James  Miller,  Esq.',  Treasurer,  "  "% 


MINUTES. 


Charlotte,  N.  C,  May  5>  1864. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  met,  according  to  appointment, 
:n  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  on  Thursday, 
the  5th  day  of  May,  1864,  and  was  opened  with  a  sCrmon  by  the 
Rev.  James  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  Moderator  of  the  last  Assembly,  on 
the  text  1  Thess.  ii,  4 :  "  But  as  we  were  allowed  of  God  to  be 
put  in  trust  with  the  gospel,  even  so  we  speak ;  not  as  pleasing 
men,  but  God,  which  trieth  our  hearts." 

After  the  sermon  he  proceeded  to  constitute  the  sessions  with 
prayer. 

The  Permanent  Clerk,  from  the  Committee  on  Commissions, 
reported  that  the  following  Commissioners  had  appeared  and 
been  regularly  enrolled^  viz  : 

I.  SYNOD  OF  ALABAMA. 

PRESBYTERIES.  MINISTERS.  RULING  ELDERS. 

East  Alabama,  James  M.  McKee  (2), 

South  Alabama,  E.  Anderson  (2),        B.  A.  Glass  (2), 

Tuskaloosa,  A.  M.  Watson,  G.  H.  Dunlap. 


II.  SYNOD  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Arkansas, 
Greek  Nation, 
Indian, 
Ouachita. 


III.  SYNOD  OF  GEORGIA. 


Cherokee,  A.  Y.  Lockridge,        David  Ardis, 

Flint  River,  Jno.  S.  Wilson,  D.D.,  S.  A.  Walkup, 

Florida,  James  Little,  J.  M.  W  Davidson, 

Georgia,  . 

Hopewell,  Jno.  W.  Reid,  W  L.  Mitchell, 

David  Wills,  Samuel  Barnett. 
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IV  SYNOD  OP  MEMPHIS. 

Chickasaw,  L.  B.  Gaston,  E.  S.  Stewart, 

Memphis,  D.  H.  Cummins  (2),  Charles  Lynn  (2), 

North  Mississippi,  Angus  Johnson  (2),   F  G.  Newell  (2). 
Western  District, 
Tuscumbia, 

V   SYNOD  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Central  Mississippi, 
Hast  Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Mississippi, 
New  Orleans, 


Bed  River, 
Tornbeckbee, 


John  H.  Eice,  D.D., 

Eobert  Bell,  James  Patrick, 

A.  McCallum, 

B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D., 
E.  Mclnnis, 


James  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  J.  N.  Cook. 
VI.  SYNOD  OF  NASHVILLE. 


Holston, 
Knoxville, 
Maury, 
Nashville. 

VII.  SYNOD  OF  NOETH  CAEOLINA 

Concord, 

Fayetteville, 
Orange, 


D.  A.  Penick,  Sr.,  Thomas  A.  Allison, 

J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  D.  A.  Davis, 

N.  T.  Bowdon,  J.  G.  Shepherd, 

J.  M.  Sprunt, 

James  C.  Alexander,       Thomas  M.  Holt, 

Edward  Hines,  Eobert  B.  Watt.     '. 


VIII.  SYNOD  OF  SOUTH  CAEOLINA. 


Bethel, 
Charleston, 

Harmony, 

South  Carolina, 


T.  W  Erwin, 
A.  A.  Porter, 
John  E.  Dow, 
Philip  Pierson, 
I.  J.  Long, 
J.  B.  Adger,  D.D., 
Ferdinand  Jacobs, 


G.McC.Witherspoon, 
Andrew  Crawford, 

James  McCreight, 
Joseph  T.  Wal'sh, 
Jno.  W  Simpson, 
T.  C.  Perrin. 


Brazos, 
Central  Texas, 
Eastern  Texas, 
Western  Texas, 


IX.  SYNOD  OF  TEXAS. 


E.  F.  Bunting  (3). 
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X.  SYNOD  OF  VIEGINIA. 
East  Hanover,  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D.,      Geo.  W-  Tinsley  (2), 

GrTCBTlbvicV 

Lexington]  Wm.  S.  "White,  D.D.,  S.  McD.  Reid, 

T.  L.  Preston,  J.  T.  L.  Preston, 

Montgomery,  S.  D.  Stuart,  John  B.  Logan, 

Roanoke,  P  Tinsley  Penick, 

West  Hanover,  E.  L.  Dabney,  D.I)., 

Winchester,  Jas.  D.Armstrong  (8). 

The  Kev.  Dr.  Hoge  and  W  L.  Mitchell  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee on  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cases  of  persons 
present  without  commissions. 

The  Assembly  then  took  a  recess  until  three  o'clock  this  af- 
ternoon. 

After  recess,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hoge,  from  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, reported  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Elections  report  that  the  Rev.  H-  R-B&ude, 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  is  a  chaplain  in  the 
army  of  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  and  obtained  a  furlough  of 
twenty  days  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  meeting  of  this 
Assembly.  He  had  previously  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Laps- 
ley,  of  Nashville,  stating  that  it  was  very  important  that  the 
Presbytery  should  be  represented,  and  that  he  (Dr.  Lapsley) 
could  not  attend. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Boude  obtained  leave  of  absence,  under  the 
conviction  that  his  Presbytery  would  appoint  him;  but  he  has 
no  information  to  that  effect. 

The  Rev.  Robert  McAlister  is  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Red  River.  This  Presbytery  was  to  hold  its  meeting  in  the 
western  part  of  Louisiana,  two  hundred  miles  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  its  members  from 
holding  their  regular  meeting,  but  all  of  them  are  so  situated 
that  not  one  of  them  could  come  to  the  Assembly.  They  are 
aware  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  McAlister  is  for  the  present  residing 
in  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte,  and  he  has  no  doubt  that  he  has 
been  appointed  to  represent  his  Assembly. 

As  these  brethren  have  neither  of  them  heard  of  their  appoint- 
ment, and  have  only  presumptive  evidence  of  it,  the  committee 
decline  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  their  claim  to  seats  on  the 
floor,  and  can  only  refer  their  cases  to  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  Assembly. 

After  discussion  of  this  report,  the  Assembly  declined  to  re- 
ceive the  brethren  named  as  members  of  this  body,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  their  appointment  by  the 
Presbyteries  to  which  they  belong.  , 
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The  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers, 
which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Eev.  John  S.  Wilson,  a  Com- 
missioner from  the  Presbytery  of  Flint  River,  as  Moderator,  and 
of  the  Eev.  Thomas  L.  Preston,  a  Commissioner  from  the  Pres- 
bytery at  Lexington,  as  Temporary  Clerk. 
On  motion  of  Eev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  hours  of  meeting  for  the  remaining  ses- 
sions of  this  Assembly  be  fixed  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  3  p.  m., 
and  the  hours  of  adjournment  at  12£  p.  m.,  and  5  p.  m. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  D.  A.  Penick,  the  Assembly  resolved 
to  spend  the  first  half-hour  of  every  morning  session,  and  the 
hours  between  4  and  6  of  Saturday  afternoon  next,  in  devotion- 
al exercises  with  special  reference  to  the  state  of  the  Church 
and  country. 

*  On  motion  of  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  to  hear  the  reports 
from  the  Executive  Committees  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Mis- 
sions, and  for  Saturday  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  to  hear  the  reports 
of  the  Executive  Committees  of  Education  and  Publication. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Palmer,  the  Assembly  adjourned 
to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock.  Closed  with  prayer 
by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Adger. 


Friday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  ^met  and  spent  the  first  half-hour  in  devotional 
exercises,  according  to  appointment. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Additional  Commissioners  appeared  and  were  duly  enrolled, 
viz :  from  the  Presbytery  of  South  Alabama,  E.  Anderson, 
Minister,  and  B.  A.  Glass,  Euling  Elder;  from  the  Presbytery 
of  East  Alabama,  James  M.  McKee,  Minister;  from  the  Presby- 
tery of  East  Hanover,  Geo.  W  Tinsley,  Euling  Elder;  from  the 
Presbytery  of  North  Mississippi,  Angus  Johnson,  Minister, 
and  F.  G-.  Newell,  Euling  Elder ;  from  the  Presbytery  of  Mem- 
phis, D.  H.  Cummins,  Minister,  and  Charles  Lynn,  Ruling  Elder. 

The  Moderator  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following 
Standing  Committees : 

On  Bills  and  Overtures. — Ministers — J.  A.  Lyon,  D.D.,  J.  L. 
Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  James  Little,  James  C.  Alexander.  Euling 
Elders— Samuel  Barnett,  James  Patrick,  Jno.  B.  I.  Logan. 
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Judicial  Committee. — Ministers. — W  S.  White,  D.D.,  A.  M. 
Watson.  Kuling  Elders— W  L.  Mitchell,  T.  C.  Perrin,  J.  G. 
Shepherd. 

On  Theological  Seminaries. — Ministers — M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D.,  A. 

A.  Porter,  John  W  Reid,  S.  D.  Stuart.    Ruling  Elders— J.  T.  L. 
Preston,  S.  A.  Walkup,  W  L.  Mitchell. 

On  Domestic  Missions. — Ministers — R.  L.  Dabney,  D.D.,  D.  A. 
Penick,  John  R.* Dow,  Robert  Bell.  Ruling  Elders — G.  H.  Dun- 
lap,  David  Ardis,  James  McCreight. 

On  Foreign  Missions. — Ministers — R.  Mclnnis,  L.  B.  Gaston, 
J.  M.  Sprunt.     Ruling  Eiders— J.  M.  W.  Davidson,  R.  S.  Stewart. 

On  Publication. — Ministers — B.  M-  Palmer,  D.D.,  Ferdinand 
Jacobs,  N.  T.  Bowdon,  A.  A.  Porter*  Ruling  Elders— S.  McD. 
Reid,  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  Samuel  Barnett. 

On  Education. — Ministers— J.  B.  Adger,  D.D.,  David  Wills,  R. 
Mclnnis.     Ruling  Elders — John  W  Simpson,  Thos.  A.  Allison. 

On  the  Narrative. — Ministers — David  Wills,  T.  W  Erwin, 
Ferdinand  Jacobs.     Ruling  Elders — Joseph  T.  Walsh,  Robert 

B.  Watt. 

On  Foreign  Correspondence. — Ministers — J.  L.  Kirkpatrick, 
D.D.,  Philip  Pierson,  A.  McCallum.  Ruling  Elders— R.  S. 
Stewart,  J.  JST.  Cook. 

On  Leave  of  Absence. — Ministers — J.  M.  Sprunt,  A.  Y.  Lock- 
ridge.     Ruling  Elder — D.  A.  Davis. 

On  Systematic  Benevolence. — Ministers — Jno.  H.  Rice,  D.D., 
Edward  Hines,  P,  Tinsley  Penick,  I.  J.  Long.  Ruling  Elders 
— J  G.  Shepherd,  G.  McC.  Witherspoon,  Andrew  Crawford. 

On  Devotional  Exercises. — Ministers — J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.D., 
D.  A.  Penick.     Ruling  Elder— Thomas  A.  Allison. 

On  Finance.— Ruling  Elders — T.  C.  Perrin,  W  L.  Mitchell, 
Andrew  Crawford. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Alabama. — Ministers — John  W  Reid, 
T   W  Erwin.     Ruling  Elder— J.  McC.  Witherspoon. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Arkansas. — Ministers — A.  Y.  Lock- 
ridge,  James  Little.     Ruling  Elder — David  Ardis. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Georgia. — Ministers — John  H.  Rice, 
D.D.,  John  R.  Dow.     Ruling  Elder— R.  S.  Stewart. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Memphis. — Ministers — James  C.  Alex- 
ander, A.  McCallum.     Ruling  Elder — S.  A.  Walkup. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  .Mississippi.--— Ministers — L.  B.  Gaston, 
I.  J.  Long.     Ruling  Elder — Thomas  M.  Holt. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Nashville. — Ministers — P.  T.  Penick, 
Robert  Bell.     Ruling  Elder— J.  N.  Cook. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  North  Carolina. — Ministers — S.  D.  Stew- 
art, T.  W  Erwin.     Ruling  Elder — Jno.  B.  Logan. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  South  Carolina. — Ministers — A.  M.  Wat- 
son, Edward  Hines.     Ruling  Elder — G.  H.  Dunlap. 

On  Records  of  Synod  of  Texas. — Ministers — N.  T.  Bowdon, 
James  C.  Alexander.     Ruling  Elder — Andrew  Crawford. 
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On  Records  of  Synod  of  Virginia. — Ministers — A.  A.  Porter, 
James  Little.     Buling  Elder — J.  M.  W  Davidson. 

On  motion  of  -the  Eev.  Dr.  Adger,  the  resolution  of  yesterday, 
intended  to  fix  the  hours  of  meeting  and  adjourning,  was  re- 
considered, and  it  was  resolved  to  adjourn  this  day  at  1,  p.  m., 
with  no  afternoon  session ;  and  that  the  remaining  sessions  of 
the  Assembly  be  opened  at  9,  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  2,  p.  m.,  until 
further  ordered. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  10  o'clock  was  then  taken  up,  viz  : 
the  reports  of  the  Executive  Committees  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Missions ;  which  we're  presented  and  read  by  the  Bev- 
J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.D.,  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  and  of 
Domestic  Missions.  The  reports  were  referred  to  the  appropri- 
ate Standing  Committees. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  it  was  made  the  second  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  to  hear  reports  from  the  army  by 
Eev.  B.  T.  Lacy,  Eev.  Dr.  Waddel,  and  Eev.  Dr.  Palmer,  Com- 
missioners of  the  Assembly  to  said  army. 

Th«  Eev.  Dr.  Adger,  from  the  ad  interim  Committee  on  the 
Eevision  of  the  Form  of  Government  and  Book  of  Discipline, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received,  and,  on 
motion  of  Eev.  Dr.  Hoge,  its  recommendations  were  adopted: 

The  Committee  on  the  Eevision  of  the  Form  of  Government 
and  Book  of  Discipline  submit  to  the  General  Assembly  the 
following  report : 

The  committee  found  it  impossible  to  agree  upon  a  time  and 
place  of  meeting  during  any  part  of  the  last  summer  or  winter. 
The  chairman,  unwilling  that  the  whole  ecclesiastical  year 
should  pass  without  a  meeting,  took  it  upon  him  to  call  the 
committee  together  at  Charlotte  on  the  26th  day  of  April. 
The  Eev.  B.  M.  Palmer  and  E.  T.  Baird,  with  the  Hon.  J .  G. 
Shepherd,  and  the  chairman,  did  meet  on  the  27th  April.  We 
took  up  on  the  first  day  the  General  Rules  of  Order  committed 
to  us  by  the  Assembly  of  186.1,  preferring  to  leave  the  Book  of 
Discipline  until  a  larger  representation  of  the  committee  should 
arrive.  We  carefully  revised  those  Eules,  with  Jefferson's  Man- 
ual and  some  other  authorities  in  our  hands,  adding  a  few  rules 
to  the  previous  collection.  The  chief  improvement  which  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  we  have  made,  is  a  classification  of  them 
under  distinct  heads  (suggested  by  a  similar  arrangement  in 
Baird's  Digest),  by  the  use  of  which  the  Moderator  and  mem- 
bers of  any  Court  may  find  at  a  glance  any  rule  sought  for. 

Having  finished  this  part  of  our  work,  the  committee  then 
took  up  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  it  was  left  by  our  late  broth- 
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er,  J.  H.  Thornwell.  A  few  alterations  have  been  made  by  us 
in  the  book  as  it  came  to  us  from  his  hands^.  but  we  can  not 
particularize  in  a  way  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Assem- 
bly. The  main  improvements  which  we  claim  to  have  made 
are  as  follows  : 

1.  The  introduction  of  a  chapter  on  the  Discipline  of  the 
Church,  as  it  is  to  be  administered  in  regard  to  her  baptized 
non-communicating  members. 

-2.  The  more  full  and  complete  statement  of  the  Doctrine  of 
Censure,  in  its  various  forms  of  Admonition,  Suspension,  Ex- 
communication, and  Deposition.  _ 

After  completing,  as  far  as  possible  at  present,  their  labors 
during  six  days  diligently  employed  in  the  revision  of  the  Dis- 
cipline and  General  Rules,  the  committee  turned  their  attention 
to  the  Form  of  Government.  This  book  was  committed  to  us 
by  specific  reference  at  Augusta,  and  on  subsequent  occasions 
particular  questions  relative  to  the  same  were  likewise  refer- 
red. The  committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  desirable- 
ness of  our  possessing,  as  a  Church,  a  more  scientific  statement 
of  the  Scripture  Doctrine  of  Church  Government  than  is  found 
in  our  present  form.  The  subject  has  been  largely  discussed, 
and  the  doctrine  much*  developed  in  various  directions  since 
our  present  form  was  adopted,  and  the  book  is  no  longer  fully 
abreast  of  the  advanced  stage  of  the  doctrine  as  it  is  actually 
held  amongst  us.  For  example :  the  book  does  not  contain  any 
statement  of  what  are  the  radical  principles  of  our  system,  ex- 
cept a  very  imperfect  one,  introduced  in  a  mere  foot-note. 
Again,  our  doctrine  of  the  Courts  receives  no  adequate  presenta- 
tion, nor  is  anything  found  in  the  book  respecting  the  duties 
in  full  of  the  different  office-bearers.  Again,  the  Evangelist 
does  not  appear  in  any  part  of  the  book,  except  in  a  clause  ap- 
pended to  the  chapter  on  Ordination  and  in  the  general  refer- 
ences made  to  that  most  important  office  in  the  chapter  on 
Missions.  Then,  again,  the  method  prescribed  in  the  book  for 
setting  apart  Ruling  Elders  and  Deacons  without  the  imposition 
of  hands,  is  clearly  unscriptural ;  and  the  remarkable  omission 
cries  aloud  for  the  consideration  of  the  Church. 

The  committee  are  prepared  to  present  to  the  Assembly,  if  it 
so  will,  the  Book  of  Discipline  and  the  General  Rules  as  amend- 
ed, although  they  would  like  to  have  the  opportunity  of  a  still 
further  revisal  of  their  work,  and  of  submitting  it  to  another 
and  a  fuller  meeting  of  their  own  members.  The  committee 
also  feel  impressed  with  the  belief  that  no  reading  of  these  pa- 
pers to  this  body  could  possess  the  Assembly  with  any  ade- 
quate idea  of  their  character  as  amended.  It  appears  to  your 
committee  that  there  is  no  other  possible  way  of  our  reporting 
to  the  Assembly  satisfactorily  than  by  spreading  out  the  docu- 
ments in  print  before  the  eye,  that  their  various  parts  may  be 
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deliberately  considered  and  compared  together,  and  the  whole 
also  compared  with  the  present  books. 

What  '  the  committee  would  recommend  to  the  Assembly, 
thei'efore,  is  : 

I.  That  the  consideration  of  the  amended  Book  of  Discipline 
and  General  Rules,  after  they  shall  have  been  read  to  the  body, 
if  the  Assembly  so  desire,  shall  be  referred  to  the  next  General 
Assembly 

II.  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  complete  their  la- 
bors on  the  Form  of  Government,  and  to  print  copies  of 
their  whole  work,  to  be  distributed  amongst  our  Ministers 
and  Elders,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  with  a  view  to 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  same  by  the  Church  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  the  next  Assembly. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  Hon.  W  L.  Mitchell  arrived  on 
the  4th  of  May,  having  been  hindered  on  his  journey  by  the  gov- 
ernment's restrictions  upon  railroad  travelling,  and  that  he 
materially  aided  us  on  that  day  by  his  criticisms  on  our  work; 
also  that,  having  examined  it  at  his  leisure,  he  has  given  to  it 
his  full  and  hearty  approbation.  Still  further,  that  the  Eev. 
Dr.  Dabney  and  the  Hon.  T.  C.  Pen-in. arrived  and  were  with 
us  at  our  closing  meeting,  when  this  report  was  presented — they 
•having  also  been  providentially  hindered  from  meeting  us  at  an 
earlier  period.  Moreover,  that  the  Eev.  Professor  Peck  and 
W  P  Webb,  Esq.,  both  signified  to  the  committee,  through  the 
chairman,  its  being  out  of  their  power  to  meet  us  at  this  time, 
and  also  their  assent  to  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  prepared  by 
Dr.  Thorn  well,  with  one  amendment  relative  to  appeals,  which 
Mr.  Webb  proposes. 

The  committee  have  agreed  to  meet  next,  Providence  per- 
mitting, at  Prince  Edward,  on  the  first  Thursday  in  August. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Committee, 

JOHN  B.  ADGER,  Chairman. 

The  Eev.  E.  Mclnnis  presented  an  overture  from  the  Synod 
of  Mississippi,  touching  the  right  of  voting  in  the  election  of  a 
pastor,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and 
Overtures. 

The  Eev  David  Wills  presented  an  overture  from  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Hopewell,  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  licensing 
colored  exhorters  and  preachers,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

T.  C.  Perrin,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Columbia,  submitted  the  annual  report 
of  that  body  (see  Appendix),  which  was  received  and  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries. 
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On  motion  of  the  Rev.  David  Wills,  it  was  resolved  to  decide 
upon  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly ;  when 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  City  of  Macon,  Georgia,  was 
unanimously  chosen. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  General  Assembly  was  called  for;  which  was  then  read  by 
T.  C.  Perrin,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America  submit  the  follow- 
ing report. 

The  Trustees,  under  the  call  of  Dr.  Palmer,  met  at  Columbia 
on  the  21st  of  May,  1863.  The  charter  granted  by  the  State  of 
Tennessee  was  considered,  freely  discussed,  and  accepted.  The 
Board  was  then  organized  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas  C. 
Perrin  President,  and  J.  A.  Ansley  Secretary. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Assembly,  a  committee 
of  two  was  appointed  from  each  of  the  States  of  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  to 
apply  to  the  state  authorities  for  charters  of  incorporation,  to 
wit: 

North  Carolina — Joseph  H.  Wilson  and  J.  G.  Shepherd. 

South  Carolina — T.  C.  Perrin  and  J.  A.  Inglis. 

Georgia — W.  L.  Mitchell  and  E.  A.  Nesbit. 

Florida — B.  F.  Whitner  and  W  A.  Forward. 

Alabama — Geo.  J  S.  Walker  and  J.  M.  Calhoun. 

Louisiana — T.  A.  Clarke  and  J.  A.  Maybin. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  the  President,  Judge  Whitner,  and 
Joseph  H.  Wilson,  was  appointed  to  look  after  the  interests, 
legal  and  equitable,  pertaining  to  the  General  Assembly,  with 
power  to  sue  for  the  same. 

The  Board  also  adopted  certain  By-Laws  for  its  government. 
A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  and  of  the  By-Laws  is. 
herewith  submitted  for  the  inspection  of  the  Assembly. 

Partly  owing  to  the  long-continued  illness  of  the  much-la- 
mented Judge  Whitner,  ending  in  his  death,  but  mainly  owing 
to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  and  the  irregularity  in  the 
courts  of  justice,  nothing  has  been  done  toward  collecting  the 
dues  of  the  Assembly. 

Notice  was  given  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board;  but 
such  were  the  obstructions  in  the  way  and  the  engagements  of 
the  members,  that  a  quorum  could  not  be  obtained,  and  the 
meeting  was  not  held.  For  the  want  of  such  meeting  no  report 
could  regularly  be  made.  But  it  is  believed  that  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  foregoing  will  be  acceptable  to  the  As- 
sembly. 

All  which  is  respectfufly  submitted. 

THOMAS  C.  PERRIN,  President. 
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On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  this  report  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  to  bring  in  a  report  upon  the  subject-matter 
thereof;  whereupon  the  following  appointment  of  this  committee 
was  announced :  J  G.  Shepherd,  T.  C.  Perrin,  W  L.  Mitchell, 
J.  T.  L.  Preston,  Jno.  B.  I.  Logan. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Lyon,  it  was  resolved  to  afford  to 
reporters  of  newspapers  in  Charlotte,  or  elsewhere,  every  pos- 
sible facility  for  perfecting  such  reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Assembly  as  they  may  desire  to  prepare. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  offered  the  following  resolution, 
pending  the  discussion  of  which  the  hour  for  adjournment  ar- 
rived : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bevision  of  the  Form  of 
Government  be  instructed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  making- 
such  changes  in  that  instrument  as  will  provide  that  the  Com- 
missioners to  the  General  Assembly  should  be  elected  for  two 
years,  one-half  of  the  number  going  out  of  office  each  year. 

The  Assembly  adjourned — closing  with  prayer  by  the  Eev. 
Dr.  "White. 


Saturday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  the  appointed  devo- 
tional exercises. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

E.  F.  Bunting,  Minister,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Western 
Texas,  and  James  D.  Armstrong,  Euling  Elder,  from  the  Presby- 
tery of  Winchester,  appeared,  and  were  enrolled  as  additional 
Commissioners. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  from  the  Committee  on  Devotional 
Exercises,  made  a  report,  which  was  received. 

The  Synodical  Eecords  and  Narratives  on  the  State  of  Eeligion 
were  then  called  for,  when  the  records  of  the  Synods  of  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama  were 
presented  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  appropriate  Standing 
Committees ;  and  narratives  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Hope- 
well, North  Mississippi,  Cherokee,  Charleston,  Chickasaw,  South 
Carolina,  "West  Hanover,  Lexington,  Concord,  South  Alabama, 
Flint  Eiver,  Tuscaloosa,  Central  Mississippi,  Eoanoke,  Fayette- 
ville,  Tombeckbee,  Orange,  Bethel,  and  Memphis,  were  present- 
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ed,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Narrative. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Dabney,  it  was  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  morning,  at  10-o'clock,  to  hear  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  last  Assembly  to  confer  with 
a*simrlar  committee  of  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  on  the  subject  of  union  between  the  General  Assembly 
and  that  body. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  from  the  ad  interim  Committee  on  the 
Revision  of  the  Hymn-book,  presented  the  following  report  j 
which,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adger,  was  placed  upon  the 
docket : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Hymn-book. 

During  the  past  year  but  few  criticisms  have  been  received 
upon  the  report  submitted  to  the  last  Assembly.  With  a  view, 
however,  to  consider  these,  a  meeting  of  the  committee  was 
called  by  the  chairman  on  the  4th  of  May,  in  the  Town  of  Char- 
lotte. Owing  to  providential  hindrances,  three  members  out  of 
seven  alone  attended,  viz  :  the  Rev.  Drs.  Moore  and  Petrie,  to- 
gether with  the  chairman.  This  report,  therefore,  comes  before 
the  Assembly  under  the  sanction  of  a  minority  of  the  committee 
only 

Three  clerical  errors  have  been  detected  in  the  report  of  last 
year,  as  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes,  to  wit :  the 
2d  part  of  the  100th  Psalm  is  not  omitted,  as  therein  published; 
the  2d  part  of  the  68th  Psalm  is  not  omitted;  only  the  2d  verse 
of  the  84th  Psalm,  4th  part,  is  omitted. 

In  accordance  Avith  suggestions  from  different  parties,  the 
committee  have  restored  the  following  Psalms,  omitted  in  their 
previous  revision,  viz : 

Verse  4th  of  Psalm  1st,  part  1st. 

1st  and  2d  parts  of  Psalm  25th. 

2d  part  of  Psalm  27th. 

2d  part  of  Psalm  40th,  omitting  verses  7th  and  8th. 

2d  part  of  Psalm  51st,  omitting  verses  1st  and  2d. 

Verses  1st  and  2d  of  Psalm  57th. 

Substitute  2d  for  3d  part  of  Psalm  80th. 

2d  part  of  Psalm  92d. 

2d  part  of  Psalm  117th. 

2d  part  of  Psalm  122d. 

2d  part  of  Psalm  143d,  transposing  verses  2d  and  3d. 

1st  part  of  Psalm  145th. 

Hymns. 
Hymn  469th  is  omitted,  as  being  a  duplicate  of  Hymn  500th. 
The  following  have  been  restored  by  request : 
Hymn  6th,  omitting  verses  2d  and  3d. 
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The  following  Hymns,  entirely  new,  have  been  added : 
Around  the  throne  of  God  in  Heaven. 
Awake  my  soul,  stretch  every  nerve. 
Bless,  O  Lord,  each  opening  year. 
Depth  of  mercy,  can  there  be. 
1  lay  my  sins  on  Jesus. 
Joyfully,  joyfully,  onward  we  move. 
Let  worldly  minds  the  world  pursue. 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee. 
Now  the  shades  of  night  are  gone. 
Peace,  troubled  soul,  whose  plaintive  moan. 
Witness  ye  men  and  angels  now. 
Who  shall  sing,  if  not  the  children. 

Seven  Psalms  have  thus  been  added  to  the  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  previously  reported,  and  forty-eight  Hymns  to  the 
four  hundred  and  forty :  making  the  total  number  of  Psalms 
and  Hymns  about  six  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  which  now  exist  as  to  publishing, 
and  to  secure  more  fully  the  judgment  of  the  Church  as  to  the 
proposed  changes,  the  committee  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  book  be  held  under  consideration  for  another  year — 
that  this  report  be  published  as  supplementary  to  that  made  to 
the  last  Assembly — that  further  criticism  be  invited  from  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  work — and  that  the  committee  be 
allowed  another  opportunity  to  review  their  own  selections,  and 
to  present  the  book  to  the  next  Assembly  for  final  adoption. 

B.  M.  PALMBE, 

T.  V   MOOEE, 

G.  H.  W    PETBIE, 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  10  o'clock  was  now  taken  up,  viz  : 
hearing  the  reports  of  the  Executive  Committees  on  Publication 
and  Education ;  which  were  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary 
of  Publication  and  of  Education,  Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.  D.,  and 
referred  to  the  appropriate  standing  committees. 
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On  motion  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Lyon,  it  was  made  the  second  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Monday,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  last  Assembly  to  report  to  this  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  Address  read  before  the  Assembly  in  Columbia, 
touching  the  religious  instruction  of  the  negroes. 

In  pursuance  of  the  arrangement  ordered  on  yesterday,  the 
Eev.  B.  M.  Palmer;  D.D.,  the  Eev.  John  N.  Waddel,  D.D.,  and 
the  Eev.  B.  T.  Lacy,  Commissioners  to  the  Army,  addressed  the 
Assembly  on  the  subject  of  their  mission;  when,  on  motion  of 
J.  T.  L.  Preston,  the  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions 
was  instructed  to  report  a  minute  in  specific  response  to  the 
subject  matter  of  those  addresses,  and  also  having  special  refer- 
ence to  the  request  made,  in  behalf  of  General  E.  E.  Lee,  fof  the 
prayers  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Church,  in  view  of  his  great 
responsibilities  as  the  commander  of  one  of  our  principal  armies. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  the  report  of  the  ad  interim 
committee  on  the  subject  of  Beneficiary  Education  was  pre- 
sented and  read  by  the  chairman,  Eev.  Joseph  E.  Wilson ;  which 
report,  on  motion  of  J  B.  I.  Logan,  was  received  and  placed  on 
the  docket. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  David  Wills,  it  was  made  the  third 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  ad  interim 
committee  on  the  subject  of  providing  a  fund  for  the  Eelief  of 
Superannuated  and  Disabled  Ministers  and  their  Families. 

On  motion  of  W.  L.  Mitchell,  the  Assembly  adjourned.  Closed 
with  prayer  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Hoge. 


Monday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  spent  the  first  half-hour  in  prayer, 
reading  the  Scriptures,  and  singing. 

The  Minutes  of  Saturday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  White  read  a  letter  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
Synod  of  Virginia,  setting  forth  the  impracticability  of  his  send- 
ing up  to  this  Assembly  the  written  records  of  said  Synod,  and 
asking  permission  to  substitute  for  these  an  authenticated  copy 
of  the  published  Minutes.  This  permission  was  granted,  and 
the  published  Minutes  of  this  Synod  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  appi'opriate  standing  committee. 
2 
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Judge  Shepherd,  from  the  committee  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  report  from  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  relation  to  the  Church  Charter,  reported  as  follows,  and  the 
report  was  adopted : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  report 
from  the-  Trustees  of  this  Assembly  in  relation  to  the  Church 
Charter,  having  had  under  consideration  the  subject  matter 
embraced  in  the  reference,  respectfully  submit,  that  it  is  deemed 
expedient  to  make  an  application  to  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  act  of  incorporation 
which  shall  contain  large  and  liberal  provisions.  No  state,, except 
Tennessee,  has  granted  to  us  yet  the  corporate  existence  for 
which  we  have  sought ;  and,  even  in  this  instance,  enough  has 
not  been  done  to  secure  such  rights  as  we  may  acquire.  Al- 
though the  charter  allowed  by  the  State  of  Tennessee  has  been 
received  by  the  corporators  named  in  it,  and  a  meeting  held  for 
the  purpose  of  organization,  yet  the  work  has  not  been  done 
with  that  regularity  which  relieves  the  case  of  serious  embar- 
rassment and  doubt.  The  corporation  must  have  a  residence, 
although,  by  the  comity  of  nations,  it  may  exercise,  when  in 
existence,  corporate  rights  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  creating 
power.  The  acceptance  and  the  organization  under  the  act  be- 
ing made  in  South  Carolina  and  not  in  Tennessee,  the  corporate 
body  assumed  its  functions  beyond  the  territory  which  had  au- 
thorized a  residence  and  existence  in  its  limits.  The  General 
Assembly  of  North  Cai*olina  will  meet  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
it  is  recommended  that  Giles  Mebane,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  Sen- 
ate, Col.  John  A.  Young,  Col.  Thomas  A.  Allison,  William  S. 
Harris,  and  J.  G.  Shepherd,  at  present  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  bill 
and  procure  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  said  General  As- 
sembly, which  shall  be  as  full  and  as  liberal  in  its  provisions  as 
may  be  obtained. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  SHEPHEED, 

For  the  Committee. 

May  6, 1864. 

Memorials  from  the  Presbyteries  of  South  Alabama  and  Hope- 
well with  reference  to  the  union  of  the  General  Assembly  and 
the  United  Synod  were  received,  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  it  was  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  for  10  o'clock  to-morrow,  to  hear  the  Eev.  L. 
McDonald,  delegate  to  the  Assembly  from  the  Associate  Be- 
formed  Synod  of  the  South. 
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J.  B.  I.  Logan  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  : 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  scheme  by  which  the  Assembly  may,  by  its  own  agencies, 
give  more  general  information  to  the  churches  of  the  Assem- 
bly's plans  and  schemes  of  action. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  10  o'clock  was  now  taken  up,  viz : 
hearing  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  last  As- 
sembly to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Synod  ot  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  subject  of 
ecclesiastical  union.  This  report  was  presented  by  the  Eev. 
Dr.  Dabney,  chairman  of  said  committee,  was  received,  and  is 
as  follows : 

The  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  United 
Synod  report  to  the  General  Assembly  : 

That  they  met  a  committee  appointed  by  the  United  Synod, 
in  July  last,  and,  after  prayer  and  conference,  unanimously 
agreed  to  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  the  adoption  of 
the  following,  which  the  committee  of  the  United  Synod  like- 
wise recommended,  with  similar  unanimity,  to  that  body  : 

The  General  Assembly  and  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presby- 
terian Churches  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  holding 
the  same  system  of  doctrines  and  church  order,  and  believing 
that  their  union  will  glorify  God  by  promoting  peace,  removing 
the  dishonor  done  to  religion  by  former  separations,'  and  in- 
creasing their  ability  for  the  edification  of  the  Body  of  Christ, 
do  agree  to  unite  under  the  name  and  existing  charter  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  on  the  following  basis : 

Article  I. — The  General  Assembly  and  the  United  Synod 
declare  that  they  continue  to  sincerely  receive  and  adopt  the 
Confession  and  Catechisms  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  con- 
taining the  system  of  doctrines  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  approve  of  its  government  and  discipline. 

Inasmuch  as  some  have  been  supposed  to  hold  the  system  of 
doctrines  and  church  order  in  different  senses,  the  General  As- 
sembly and  the  United  Synod  do  further  adopt  the  following 
Declaration,  touching  former  grounds  of  debate,  in  order  to 
manifest  our  hearty  agreement,  to  remove  suspicions  and  of- 
fences, to  restore  full  confidence  between  brethren,  and  to 
honor  God's  saving  truth. 

§  1.  Concerning  the  Fall  of  Man  and  Original  Sin,  we  faith- 
fully hold,  with  the  Confession  of  Faith,  that  our  first  parents, 
by   their  first  act  of  disobedience,  "  fell  from  their  original 
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righteousness  and  communion  with  God,  and  so  became  dead  in 
sin,  and  wholly  denied  in  all  the  faculties  and  parts  of  soul  and 
body ;  that  they,  being  the  root  of  all  mankind,  the  guilt  of  this 
sin  was  imputed,  and  the  same  death  in  sin  and  corrupted  nat- 
ure conveyed  to  all  their  posterity,  descended  from  them  by 
ordinary  generation;  and  that  from  this  original  corruption, 
whereby  we  are  utterly  indisposed,  disabled,  and  made  opposite 
to  all  good,  and  wholly  inclined  to  all  evil,  do  proceed  all  actual 
transgressions." 

This  imputation  of  the  guilt  of  this  sin  of  our  first  parents 
we  hold  in  this  sense :  that  thereby  their  posterity  are  judicially 
condemned  by  God  on  account  of  that  sin,  and  so  begin  their 
existence  in  that  corruption  of  nature  and  subjection  to  wrath 
into  which  our  first  parents  fell  by  their  first  sin.  And  we 
mean  that  the  guilt  of  their  sin,  which  is  imputed,  is,  according 
to  the  constant  usage  of  theology,  "  obligation  to  punishment," 
and  not  the  sinfulness  of  the  act  itself,  which  latter  can  not,  by 
imputation,  be  the  quality  of  any  other  than  the  personal  agents. 
Touching  the  moral  corruption  of  Adam's  posterity,  we  be- 
lieve that  it  is  entire,  and  also  native  and  original ;  that  all  act- 
ual transgressions  do  proceed  from  it  as  their  source,  and  not 
merely  from  imitation'of  evil  example,  as  the  Pelagians  vainly 
affirm,  and  that  this  native  tendency  to  sin  is  itself  morally 
evil,  deserving  of  God's  righteous  wrath,  and  requiring,  both  in 
infants  and  adults,  the  righteousness  of  Christ  to  justify  from 
its  guilt,  as  well  as  his  regenerating  grace  to  overcome  it.  We 
do  also  believe  that,  because  of  this  original  corruption,  men 
have  wholly  lost  all  ability  of  will  to  choose  spiritual  good  for 
its  own  sake,  or  to  regenerate,  convert,  or  sanctify  their  own 
hearts.  But  we  equally  reject  the  error  of  those  who  assert 
that  the  sinner  has  no  power  of  any  kind  for  the  performance 
of  duty.  This  error  strips  the  sinner  of  his  moral  agency  and 
accountableness,  and  introduces  the  heresy  of  either  Antinomi- 
anism  or  Fatalism.  The  true  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  as 
stated  in  our  Confession,  keeps  constantly  in  view  the  moral 
agency  of  man,  the  contingency  of  second  causes,  the  use  of 
means,  the  voluntariness  of  all  the  creature's  sin,  and  his  utter 
inexcusableness  therein.  It  teaches  that,  while  the  Fall  has 
darkened  and  impaired  all  the  faculties  of  man's  soul,  and  in- 
clined his  free-will  to  evil  only,  it  has  not  destroyed  in  him  any 
capacity  of  understanding  or  conscience,  whereby  the  holy 
creature  knows  and  serves  God,  and  on  which  free-agency  and 
responsibility  depend. 

And  touching  God's  permission  of  the  entrance  of  sin  among 
his  creatures,  we  reject  the  doctrine  of  those  who  assert  that 
he  had  no  power  efficiently  to  prevent  it  in  consistency  with 
man's  freedom  and  responsibility,  and  we  believe  that  God  per- 
mitted the  introduction  of  sin  for  wise  and  good  reasons  which 
he  has  not  revealed. 
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§  2.  Concerning  'Regeneration,  we  hold  that  this  act  doth  es- 
sentially consist,  not  of  a  change  of  the  creature's  purpose  by 
himself  as  to  sin  and  holiness,  but  of  a  change  of  the  dispositions 
of  soul  from  which  such  purposes  do  proceed,  and  in  which 
change  all  regenerating  power  is  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  yet 
all  the  acts  of  soul,  wherein  the  sinner  turneth  from  his  sins 
unto  God  and  holiness,  are  by  the  instrumentality  of  God's 
truth,  and  arc  as  rational  and  free  as  those  which  are  performed 
wholly  of  his  natural  powers.  ' 

§  3.  Concerning  the  Atonement  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  hold  that 
he,  being  very  God  and  very  man  in  one  person,  was  our  sub- 
stitute under  the  law ;  that  the  guilt  of  men's  sins  was  imputed 
to  him,  that  his  sufferings  were  borne  as  the  penalty  of  that 
guilt,  and  were  a  vicarious  yet  true  satisfaction  therefor  to  the 
justice  of  God,  and  that  without  this,  God's  perfections  would  for- 
bid the  pardon  of  any  sin.  This  atonement,  we  believe,  though 
by  temporary  sufferings,  was,  by  reason  of  the  infinite  glory  of 
Christ's  person,  full  and  sufficient  for  the  guilt  of  the  whole 
world,  and  is  to  be  freely  and  sincerely  offered  .to  every  creat- 
ure, inasmuch  as  it  leaveth  no  other  obstacle  to  the  pardon  of 
all  men  under  the  gospel,  save  the  enmity  and  unbelief  of  those 
who  voluntarily  reject  it.  Wherefore,  on  the  one  hand,  we  re- 
ject the  opinion  of  those  who  teach  that  the  atonement  was  so 
limited  and  equal  to  the  guilt  of  the  elect  only,  that  if  God  had 
designed  to  redeem  more,  Christ  must  have  suffered  more  or 
differently.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  we  hold  that  God  the 
Father  doth  efficaciously  apply  this  redemption,  through  Christ's 
purchase,  to  all  those  to  whom  it  was  His  eternal  purpose  to  ap- 
ply it,  and  to  no  others. 

§  4.  Concerning  the  believer's  Justification,  we  hold  that 
Christ  not  only  bare  the  penalty  of  their  guilt,  but  fully  obeyed 
the  law  as  their  substitute;  and  that  the  righteousness  of  his 
sufferings  and  obedience,  imputed  unto  them  that  believe,  is  the 
sole  ground  for  which  God  pardoneth  all  their  sins  and  accepteth 
them  as  righteous  in  his  sight.  And  we  account  the  agency  of 
the  believer's  faith  in  this  justification  to  be  only  instrumental, 
and  not  meritorious. 

§  5.  Holding  these  views  of  the  doctrines  of  Grace,  we  believe 
that  the  Church  is  dependent,  under  God,  for  the  revival  of  her 
spiritual  life  and  the  implanting  of  it  in  sinners,  on  the  work  of 
"the  Holy  Ghost  through  the  truth.  Wherefore  wo  hold  that  the 
proper  means  for  promoting  revivals  are  the  labors  of  holy  liv- 
ing and  teaching  through  the  Word  and  Sacraments;  and,  on  the 
one  hand,  we  testify,  from  our  observation  and  the  Word  of  God, 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  ply  the  disordered  heart  of  the  sinner 
with  a  disproportionate  address  to  the  imagination  and  passions, 
to  withhold  from  his  awakened  mind  scriptural  instruction,  and 
to  employ  with  him  such  novel  and  startling  measures  as  must 
tend  to  impart  to  his  religious  excitement  a  character  rather 
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noisy,  shallow,  and  transient,  than  deep,  solid,  and  scriptural. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  value,  cherish,  and  pray  for  true 
revivals  of  religion,  and  wherever  they  bring  forth  the  perma- 
nent fruits  of  holiness  in  men's  hearts,  rejoice  in  them  as  God's 
work,  notwithstanding  the  mixture  of  human  imperfections; 
And  we  consider  it  the  solemn  duty  of  ministers  to  exercise  a 
scriptural  warmth,  affection,  and  directness  in  appealing  to  the 
understandings,  hearts,  and  consciences  of  men. 

§  6.  We  hold  that  God  hath  organized  his  Church  Visible  to 
be  "  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth,"  "  for  the  gathering  and 
perfecting  of  the  saints  in  this  life  to  the  end  of  the  world;" 
that  hence  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  and  officer  of  the 
Church  to  further  this  work  by  his  personal  labors  in  his  appro- 
priate sphere,  and  by  stated  oblations  from  his  worldly  goods 
unto  God;  and  that  their  common  and  concerted  efforts  for  this 
end  [which  is  the  proper  end  of  the  Church  in  this  world]  are 
by  God  committed  to  the  Presbyters  and  Deacons  thereof,  whom 
he  has  appointed  as  her  officers.  Whence  it  follows  that  the 
associated  and  organized  acts  of  the  people  of  God  for  the  con- 
version of  the  world  unto  Christ,  are  the  proper  functions  of 
these  officers,  or  of  church-courts  constituted  of  them.  Those 
who  seek  the  world's  conversion  by  societies  of  voluntary  and 
human  origin  distinct  from  the  branches  of  Christ's  visible 
Church,  therefore  ought  not  to  ask  the  officers  and  courts  of 
the_Church  to  relinquish  these  labors  to  them.  Yet  we  can  bid 
them  God-speed  in  all  their  sincere  efforts  to  diffuse  the  true 
Word  of  God,  and  we  concede  to  the  members  of  our  churches 
full  liberty  to  extend  to  them  such  personal  aid  as  their  Chris- 
tian consciences  approve. 

Article  II. — The  General  Assembly  and  the  United  Synod 
hereby  agree,  that  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  under  the  care  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  under  the  care  of 
the  United  Synod,  with  the  Presbytery  of  New  River,  shall 
constitute  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  and  shall  hold  its  next  meet- 
ing on  the  day  of  in  Lexington,  Virginia,  and  the 
opening  services  shall  be  conducted  by  the  two  last  Moderators 
present  from  the  respective  bodies.  The  Presbytery  of  Texas, 
under  the  care  of  the  United  Synod,  shall  be  united  to  the 
Synod  of  Texas,  under  the  care  of  the  General  Assembly.  The 
Presbyteries  of  Lexington,  South  Clinton,  and  Newton,  under 
the  care  of  the  United  Synod,  together  with  those  now  included 
in  the  Synod  of  Mississippi,  under  the  care  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, shall  constitute  the  Synod  of  Mississippi,  and  shall  hold 
their  next  meeting  at  on  the  day  of 
and  shall  be  opened  as  above.  The  Presbyteries  of  Holston, 
Union,  and  Kingston,  under  the  care  of  the  United  Synod, 
together  with  those  now  included  in  the  Synod  of  Nashville, 
under  the  care  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  constitute  the 
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Synod  of  Nashville,  and  shall  hold  their  next  meeting  at 

on  the  day  of  and  shall  be  opened  as  above. 

And  the  churches  of  the  Presbytery  of  North  Alabama,  under 
the  care  of  the  United  Synod,  which  are  within  the  State  of 
Alabama,  shall  be  united  to  the  Synod  of  Memphis,  and  those 
churches  of  said  Presbyteries  which  are  within  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  the  Synod  of  Nashville.  And  that  the  Presbytery 
of  Osage,  under  the  care  of  the  United  Synod,  be  attached  to 
the  Synod  of  Arkansas,  under  the  care  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Article  III. — These  Synods,  at  their  first  annual  meetings,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  pi-acticable,  shall  define  the  boundaries  of 
Presbyteries,  where  ministers  and  churches,  under  the  care  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  United  Synod,  exist  in  the 
same  territory,  and  shall  so  distribute  said  ministers  and 
churches  that  those  within  the  same  geographical  limits  shall 
not  belong  to  different  Presbyteries.  It  is  recommended  that, 
in  such  changes,  that  Presbytery  shall  hold  its  name  and  suc- 
cession which  has  the  major  number  of  ministers,  and  shall  re- 
ceive the  records  and  presbyterial  funds  of  the  other  Presby- 
tery, assuming  also  its  existing  pecuniary  obligations.  And 
it  is  agreed  that  no  other  condition  shall  be  required  of  the 
members  constituting  said  Presbyteries,  except  the  approval  of 
this  plan  of  union. 

Article  IV. — Wherever  organized  churches,  under  the  care 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  United  Synod,  exist  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  if  their  union  is  necessary  to  the  successful 
sustentation  of  the  gospel,  they  are  affectionately  exhorted  to 
unite  immediately,  postponing  private  convenience  to  the  glory 
of  God.  But  no  organized  churches,  or  existing  compacts  with 
pastors  or  stated  supplies,  shall  be  extinguished  by  this  act  of 
union,  except  they  voluntarily  agree  to  combine  with  neighbor- 
ing churches.  And  when  such  unions  of  churches  take  place, 
they,  with  their  sessions,  shall  be  organized  under  the  direction 
of  their  own  Presbyteries. 

Article  V. — Inasmuch  as  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
United  Synod  have  similar  agencies  fox  aiding  pious  youth  in 
their  education  for  the  ministr}T,  for  circulating  divine  truth 
by  printing,  and  for  missions,  home  and  foreign,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  committees  of  the  General  Assembly,  from  and  after 
the  union,  shall  receive  and  sustain,  according  to  existing  com- 
pacts, all  colporteurs,  beneficiaries  studying  for  the  ministry, 
and  home  and  foreign  missionaries  then  under  the  care  of  the 
United  Synod,  as  well  as  those  of  the  General  Assembly.  And 
that  all  funds  and  other  property  now  held  for  the  above 
objects  by  the  United  Synod,  or  its  committees  or  other  agen- 
cies, shall  be  passed  over  to  the  appropriate  committees  of  the 
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General  Assembly.  And  these  committees  shall  thereafter 
solicit  contributions  for  these  evangelical  laborers  in  all  the 
churches  alike,  as  they  are  enabled. 

Article  VI. — Whenever  this  above  written  plan  of  union 
shall  have  been  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
United  Synod,  it  shall  be  in  full  force.  And  the  Presbyteries, 
at  their  next  spring  meetings,  shall  elect  Commissioners  to  meet 
in  General  Assembly  at  on  the         day  of  May,  186  ,  on 

the  following  ratio  of  representation,  viz :      (See  Form  of  Gov- 
ernment, ch.  12.,  §  ii.) 
(Signed) 

E.  L.  Dabney, 
"William  Brown, 
Jas.  B.  Bamsay, 
J.  K  Waddel, 

F.  N.  Watkins, 

J.  T.  L.  Preston,  by  F.  N.  Watkins, 
Committee  of  General  Assembly. 

Jos.  C.  Stiles,  Chairman, 
Chas.  H.  Bead, 
J.  D.  Mitchell, 
J.  J.  Bobinson, 
J.  F.  Johnston, 

Committee  of  United  Synod. 

In  connection  with  this  report,  the  following  communication 
from  the  Bev.  Dr.  Baird  was  read  : 

The  undersigned  desires  to  state  to  the  Beverend  General 
Assembly  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Union,  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in 
the  part  of  the  country  where  he  resides  causing  an  interrup- 
tion of  the  mails.  A  very  kind  and  fraternal  note  was  written 
him  by  the  respected  chairman,  informing  him  that  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  would  shortly  be  called,  and  begging  him  to 
make  his  arrangements  to  be  present;  but,  owing  to  the  cause 
already  mentioned,  this  note  did  not  reach  him  until  the  very 
week  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee;  nor  did  the  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  reach  him  at  all.  Immedi- 
ately, however,  on  the  receipt  of  the  note  from  the  chairman, 
he  left  home  with  the  hope  of  being  present,  but  on  his  way 
learned  that  the  committee  had  mot  and  adjourned.  The  under- 
signed would  have  rejoiced  to  see  his  way  clear  to  sign  his  name 
to  the  plan  agreed  on ;  but  this  he  was  not  able  to  do.  While  he 
cordially  rejoices  in  the  conviction  that  his  colleagues  are  sound 
and  orthodox  brethren,  worthy  of  the  highest  confidence  of  the 
Church,  and  of  whom  she  may  justly  be  proud,  and  that  the 
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doctrinal  articles  are  Calvinistic  and  true,  according  to  the  sense 
the  committees  manifestly  designed  in  preparing  them — at  the 
same  time,  he  believes  that,  in  probably  three  different  places, 
the  language  is  liable  to  misapprehension,  and  might  become,, 
the  cause  of  trouble  among  ourselves  hereafter.  Nor  does  he 
believe  that  any  series  of  doctrinal  articles  could  be  framed 
which  would  not  be  obnoxious  to  the  same  objection.  More- 
over, as  published  in  the  newspapers,  the  doctrinal  statement 
was  called  "  The  Doctrinal  Basis  of  Union."  He  felt  that  the 
Assembly  had  no  constitutional  right  to  make  anything  the  ba- 
sis of  union  but  the  constitution  itself.  On  examining  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committees  in  manuscript,  however,  he  was 
glad  to  find  no  such  language  was  employed  by  them. 

The  undersigned  believes  that  the  union  of  these  two  denomi- 
nations, if  effected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  undoubted 
succession  of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  our  various  Synods 
on  the  basis  of  our  symbols  of  doctrine  and  order,  interpreted 
and  adhered  to  according  to  the  plain  and  obvious  sense  of  the 
ordination  engagements,  will  be  promotive  of  the  best  interests 
of  our  Zion.  It  is  necessary,  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  exist- 
ing chartered  rights,  that  this  point  be  carefully  guarded,  and 
that  the  principle  of  elective  affinity  be  carefully  excluded.  A 
union  on  such  terms  as  these  the  undersigned  publicly  advo- 
cated nearly  three  years  ago,  and  he  still  adheres  to  the  same 
view. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  T.  BAIED. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  the  courtesy  of  allowing  a 
place  on  the  floor  of  the  Assembly  was  extended  to  the  Eev. 
Wm.  Brown,  D.D.,  the  Eev.  John  N.  Waddel,  D.D.,  and  to  the 
Eev.  E.  T.  Baird,  D.D.,  members  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, for  the  purpose  of  now  making  such  statements  as  they 
may  deem  proper  touching  the  history  and  subject  matter  of 
the  above  report. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  a  motion,  made  by  the  Eev.  L.  B. 
Gaston,  to  adopt  said  report,  memorials  that  had  been  sent  up  to 
the  General  Assembly  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed union,  from  the  Presbyteries  of  South  Carolina  and  Tus- 
caloosa, were  received  and  read  for  the  information  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

During  the  further  discussion  of  Mr.  Gaston's  motion,  the  hour 
of  adjournment  arrived,  Dr.  Adger  having  the  floor. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  on  the  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Lyon. 
Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Eev.  E.  Mclnnis. 
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Tuesday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  devotional 
exercises. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committees  on  the  Eecords  of  the  Synods  of  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama  reported,  recom- 
mending that  they  be  approved  so  far  as  written.     Adopted. 

The  Committees  on  the  Eecords  of  the  Synods  of  Arkansas, 
Texas,  Nashville,  and  Memphis,  reported  that  these  had  not  been 
placed  in  their  hands,  and  asked  to  be  discharged.  Said  com- 
mittees were  accordingly  discharged. 

The  Finance  Committee,  by  T.  C.  Perrin,  chairman,  present- 
ed a  report,  which  was  received  and  placed  on  the  docket. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  arrived,  viz :  to  hear  the  dele- 
gate, Eev.  L.  McDonald,  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of 
the  South,  he  appeared  and  addressed  the  Assembly.  The  Mod- 
erator responded  in  behalf  of  the  Assembly. 

The  following  paper  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence : 

Fairfield  District,  S.  C,  Feb.  3,  1864. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir  :  I  furnish  you  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  in  reference  to  union 
with  the  General  Assembly. 

"The  subject  of  union  with  the  General  Assembly  having 
been  brought  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Murphy,  it  was 

"  Resolved,  1st,  That  we  defer  action  for  the  present,  in  consid- 
eration of  the  smallness  of  this  meeting,  and  of  the  want  of 
information  in  reference  to  the  wishes  of  three  of  the  Presby- 
teries. 

"  Resolved,  2d,  That  from  the  facts  elicited  in  the  progress  of 
these  negotiations,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  that  this  union 
will  be  eventually  consummated." 

These  resolutions  were  adopted  at  our  last  meeting  in  Sep- 
tember 1863,  at  Ebenezer,  Jefferson  co.,  Ga. 

Yours  truly,  J.  BOYCE. 

Rev-  J.  R.  Wilson,  D.D. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon,  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  resumed,  viz :  the  discussion  of  the  motion  for 
adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  with  the 
United  Synod. 

Pending  this  discussion  the  Assembly  adjourned,  on  motion 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon.  Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  D.  A' 
Penick. 
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Wednesday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  spent  the  first  half-hour  in  devotional 
exercises. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Lyon,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Over- 
tures, reported  Overture  No.  1,  with  its  answer,  as  follows : 

"Overture  from  the  Synod  of  Mississippi,  adopted  at  Enterprise, 
Miss.,  Oct.  31,  1863. 
"  Does  the  Form  of  Government  grant  the  right  of  voting  in 
the  election  of  pastor  to  any  but  church  members,  who  submit 
to  discipline,  and  contribute  their  just  proportion  according  to 
their  engagements  ? 

«  Attested  :  "  E.  McINN'IS, 

"  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod." 
• 

Answer.  The  Form  of  Government  is  liable  to  misconstruc- 
tion as  to  the  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  the  calling  of  a  pastor ; 
consequently,  different  and  conflicting  interpretations  are  con- 
stantly given  to  that  portion  of  chap,  xv  which  treats  of  the 
election  of  a  pastor:  therefore,  the  General  Assembly  refer 
this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Eevision,  with  instruction  so 
to  frame  this  portion  of  chap,  xv  as  that  it  will  admit  of  no 
ambiguity  or  misconstruction. 

This  answer  "was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  B.  I.  Logan,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  taken  from  the  docket  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  Gener- 
al Assembly  wants  money  to  pay  the  salaries  of  its  clerks,  which 
are  ascertained  and  fixed;  and  also  for  contingent  expenses, 
which  are  uncertain  and  changing  every  year;  the  latter  in- 
cludes the  expenses  of  its  delegates  to  corresponding  bodies,  tho 
publication  of  its  Minutes,  and  other  documents.  Occasionally 
the  Assembly  is  called  upon  to  pay  the  expenses  of  commis- 
sioners to  its  own  body  from  Presbyteries  that  are  unable  to  pay 
them,  which  increases  this  sum.  To  this  sum,  too,  must  be 
added  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  committees  of  the  Churdh 
and  its  other  agents. 

To  raise  the  money  to  defray  these  expenses  a  ratable  assess- 
ment should  be  made  upon  the  different  Presbyteries,  according 
to  their  supposed  or  ascertained  ability  to  pay — proper  credit 
being  allowed  for  the  amount  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  raised 
from  the  sale  of  the  Minutes. 

The  committee  .has  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 
the  Permanent  and  Stated  Clerks  as  submitted,  from  which  it 
appears  that  they  have  received  and  paid  away  as  follows : 
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Accounts  of  the  Permanent  Clerk. 

Received  for  Minutes  of  Augusta,  sold $94  10 

"      at  office  of  Southern  Presbyterian  96  15 

Contingent  fund :  Eoanoke  Presbytery  for  1862 15  00 

«              "             »                 «            "   1863 20  00 

«              "        South  Alabama            "   1863 20  00 

Amount  from  Treasurer  of  Assembly 696  60 

941  85 

Paid  out 965  16 

Amount  due  to  the  Permanent  Clerk $23  31 

Accounts  of  the  Stated  Clerk. 

To  am't  rec'd  from  sales  of  Minutes  for  '61,  '62,  and  '63,  $69  50 
To   assessment  on   Presbyteries  of  Mississippi   and 

Tombeckbee 35  00 

104  50 
Cr. 

By  balance  of  salary  of  the  Stated  Clerk 100  00 


Balance  on  hand $4  50 

The  expenses  for  paper  and  printing  will  be  greater  the  en- 
suing year  than  the  last.  It  is  believed  that  all  the  contingent 
expenses  will  be  much  greater.  The  committee,  therefore,  re- 
commend that  the  assessment  upon  the  Presbyteries  be  four 
times  that  for  the  last  year — that  is  to  say  : 

On  the  Presbyteries  of  Lexington,  Orange,  Fayetteville,  Con- 
cord, South  Carolina,  Harmony,  Charleston,  New  Orleans,  South 
Alabama,  Bast  Alabama,  Tombeckbee,  East  Hanover,  and  Flint 
Eiver,  each  one  hundred  dollars — amounting  to  $1,300. 

On  the  Presbyteries  of  West  Hanover,  Montgomery,  Eoanoke, 
Nashville,  Bethel,  Hopewell,  Florida,  Cherokee,  Tuscaloosa, 
Mississippi,  Central  Mississippi,  Chickasaw,  Memphis,  and  North 
Mississippi,  each  eighty  dollars — amounting  to  $1,120. 

On  the  Presbyteries  of  Holston,  Western  District,  Maury, 
Knoxville,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Eed  Eiver,  Greenbrier,  Tuscum- 
bia,  Arkansas,  Ouachita,  Brazos,  East  Texas,  Western  Texas, 
Central  Texas,  East  Mississippi,  Indian,  and  Creek  Nation,  each 
forty  dollars — amounting  to  $720. 

The  aggregate  of  these  assessments  amounts  to  $3,140. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  assessments  upon  the  Presbyteries,  as  stated 
above,  be  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  price  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  be 
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fixed  at  $2  for  each  copy,  and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  do  sell 
them  at  that  price. 

Resolved,  That  the  money  received  from  the  assessment,  and 
from  the  sales  of  the  Minutes,  shall  constitute  a  contingent  fund 
out  of  which  the  Stated  Clerk  is  directed  to  pay. all  the  expenses 
of  this  Assembly;  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  committees  of 
the  Assembly  and  its  other  agents,  whose  expenses  are  payable 
by  the  Assembly. 

In  regard  to  the  wider  distribution  of  the  Minutes,  of  the  As- 
sembly proposed  in  the  resolution  referred  to  the  committee, 
we  would  cheerfully  concur  in  the  views  of  the  mover  under 
more  favorable  circumstances.  The  cost  of  paper  and  printing 
is  now  very  high,  and  the  committee  recommend  that  the  cir- 
culation be  enlarged,  so  that  each  Minister  of  our  Church  be 
furnished  with  a  copy.  We  would  recommend  the  same  as  to 
the  Sessions,  but  for  the  reason  above  given. 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Assem- 
bly be  sent  annually  to  every  Minister  of  our  Church,  free  of 
charge. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  C.  PERRIN,  Chairman. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  now  resumed,  viz : 
the  discussion  of  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  with  the  United  Synod. 

Pending  this  discussion,  the  Assembly  adjourned  until  to-night 
at  8  o'clock.     Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Eev.  David  Wills. 


Wednesday  Night,  8  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Mod- 
erator. 

The  unfinished  business  of  this  morning  was  resumed ;  which, 
after  further  discussion,  was,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon, 
referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  one  Minister  and 
one  Ruling  Elder  from  each  Synod  represented  in  this  Assembly, 
to  report  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  touching  the  proper 
form  of  action  to  be  taken  by  this  body  in  the  premises.  The 
Assembly  then,  on  motion,  chose  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon  as  chair- 
man of  this  committee ;  and  the  Moderator  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing additional  members :  J.  M.  McKee,  D.  Wills,  D.  A.  Penick, 
Dr.  Adger,  R.  F.  Bunting,  Dr.  Dabney,  and  D.  H.  Cummins, 
Ministers;  G.  H.  Dunlap,  Sam'l  Barnett,  J.  Patrick,  J.  G.  Shop- 
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herd,  G.  McC.  Witherspoon,  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  and  R.  S.  Stewart, 
Muling  Elders. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Palmer,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  annual  report  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  Publication,  the  Minutes  of  their 
Proceedings,  and  the  Exhibit  of  the  Treasurer,  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  report :  That  they  have  carefully  examined  these 
documents,  and  are  sure  that  tlje  grateful  impression  made  upon 
the  Assembly  by  the  hearing  of  the  report  will  be  deepened 
when  they  shall  peruse  it  in  print.  The  evidence  furnished  by 
a  comparison  of  these  various  papers  affords  corroborative  and 
most  gratifying  proof  of  the  diligence  and  zeal  with  which  this 
department  of  the  Church's  work  has  been  prosecuted  during 
the  past  year.  It  is  no  small  achievement,  when  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  publishing  at  the  present  time  are  duly  considered, 
that  nearly  fourteen  millions  of  pages  have  been  distributed 
over  the  land  through  this  agency  alone.  This  is  but  the 
earnest  of  what  is  hereafter  to  be  accomplished  in  more  auspi- 
cious and  peaceful  times,  in  the  creation  of  an  indigenous  relig- 
ious literature,  which  will  soon  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  most 
urgent  wants  of  the  country  and  of  the  Church.  Under  this 
aspect,  the  operations  of  this  committee  must  be  viewed  by  us 
as  of  transcendent  importance.  Great  as  the  work  unquestion- 
ably is  of  supplying  our  heroic  army  with  religious  reading,  it 
is  surpassed  in  magnitude  by  what,  remains  to  be  achieved  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  a  healthful  literature  for  the  country 
at  large,  and  a  literature  which  is  to  be  perpetuated  through  all 
coming  time.  The  wisdom  which  is  treasured  up  in  the  English 
language  forms,  indeed,  the  common  patrimony  of  all  who 
speak  the  English  tongue.  But  while  we  may  lawfully  appro- 
priate this  common  stock  to  our  own  use,  no  people,  aspiring  to 
the  dignity  of  a  separate  national  existence,  can  decline  the  ob- 
ligation of  providing  a  literature  for  itself  which  shall  reflect 
its  own  institutions,  usages,  and  character.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  in  this  Confederacy  will  bear  her  part  in  this  necessary 
work,  and  looks  to  this  Publication  Committee  as  one  of  her 
most  important  agencies  in  the  discharge  of  this  public  duty. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  regret  that  we  read  in  the  report  submit- 
ted to  this  Assembly  the  statement  that  the  contributions  to 
this  cause  have  not  been  universal  throughout  the  Church.  For, 
though  the  revenue  of  the  past  year  has  been  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  cover  the  expenditures  of  the  committee,  leaving  a 
balance  as  the  nucleus  of  the  permanent  working  capital,  con- 
templated by  the  last  Assembly  as  important  to  be  speedily 
realized,  yet  if  the  liberality  had  been  uniform  through  the 
whole  Church  the  committee  would  have  found  this  work  of 
endowment  already  handsomely  begun. 
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The  attention  of  this  Assembly  should  be  called  to  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  salary  of  I  he. Secretary,  which,  in  the  present  in- 
flated condition  of  the  currency,  is  inadequate  to  meet  his 
necessary  wants.  Your  committee  feel  it  to  be  unjust  that  a 
faithful  servant  of  the  Church  should  eat  up  his  own  shattered 
patrimony  in  his  own  support;  and,  against  his  earnest  remon- 
strance, are  compelled  to  urge  that  his  salary  be  raised  so  as  to 
cover  at  least  his  actual  expenses.  We  are  satisfied,  also,  that 
the  whole  amount  necessary  for  this  purpose  should  be  drawn 
from  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Publication  Depart- 
ment, upon  the  simple  ground  that  our  educational  operations, 
being  for  the  most  part  suspended  during  the  war,  the  receipts 
into  that  treasury  are  very  small,  and  the  labors  of  the  Secre- 
tary are  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  the  interests  of  publica- 
tion. 

The  following  resolutions  are,  therefore,  submitted  to  the  As- 
sembly for  adoption  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  be  raised  by  the 
committee  for  the  ensuing  year  to  an  amount  sufficient  for  his 
support,  and  that  it  be  paid  entirely  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
Committee  of  Publication. 

2.  That  the  attention  of  all  the  churches  in  our  communion 
be  called  to  the  importance  of  sustaining,  with  an  enlarged  and 
universal  liberality,  this  branch  of  our  great  work — not  only 
that  the  committee  may  efficiently  meet  the  present  and  press- 
ing wants  of  our  people  and  of  the  army,  but  that  a  beginning 
may  speedily  be  made  in  endowing  a  permanent  furtd  for  future 
operations. 

3.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  make  early 
preparation  for  supplying  our  Sabbath-school  libraries  with 
suitable  books  for  children,  and  thus  to  meet  a  want  which  be- 
gins already  to  be  felt,  and  which  will  become  urgent  as  soon 
as  the  country  is  allowed  to  enjoy  the  blessings  and  the  repose 
of  peace. 

4.  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  return  to  the  London 
Eeligious  Tract  Society  the  grateful  thanks  of  this  General  As- 
sembly for  the  kind  and  most  timely  donation  of  their  pub- 
lications for  circulation  among  our  troops;  and  to  tender  to  the 
Eev.  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D.,  their  acknowledgment  of  his  generous 
agency  in  procuring  these  grants. 

5.  That  the  reports  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  of  the 
Treasurer  be  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes,  and  that 
the  former  be  circulated,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  as 
far  as  possible  through  the  journals  of  the  Church  among  our 
people. 

In  conclusion,  the  following  persons  are  nominated  for  elec- 
tion as  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing 
year : 

Secretary — John  Leyburn,  D.D. 

Treasurer — James  Miller. 
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Members— T.  V  Moore,  D.D.;  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D.;  W  Brown, 
D.D.;  Messrs.  W  F  Taylor,  B.  E.  Welford,  Jr.,  Eoger  Martin, 
W  H.  White,  J.  D.  K.  Sleight,  W  b.  Booke. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Logan,  the  Assembly  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning  at  9  o'clock.  Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Eev. 
D.  H.  Cummins. 


Thursday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  the  appointed  de- 
votional exercises. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  the  Eecords  of  the  Synod  of  Georgia  re- 
ported, recommending  their  approval  so  far  as  written.  Eeport 
adopted. 

The  Eev.  E.  Mclnnis,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  For- 
eign Missions,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  receiv- 
ed, amended,  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  Foreign  Missions — their  annual  report 
and  the  report  of  the  Treasurer — would  submit  the  following 
for  the  adoption  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

1.  They  recommend  the  approval  of  these  minutes  and  re- 
ports, and  the  election  of  the  following  officers  and  committee 
for  the  ensuing  year : 

For  Secretary — Eev  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.D. 
.     For  Treasurer — Prof.  James  Woodrow. 
For  Commiteee — Eev.  G.  Howe,  D.D. 

Eev.  J.  B.  Adger,  D.D. 
Eev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D. 
Eev.  J.  E.  Wilson,  D.D. 
Eev.  A.  A.  Porter. 
H.  Muller,  Esq. 
A.  Crawford,  Esq. 
E.  L.  Bryan,  Esq. 
Prof.  Joseph  LeConte. 

2.  Your  committee  would  recommend  that  the  Treasurer  be 
required  to  give  a  bond  of  ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars,  and 
that  an  Auditing  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  who 
shall  not  be  members  of  the  Executive  Committee;  and  would 
nominate  as  that  committee  : 

J.  W  Aiken,  of  Winnsboro', 
E.  Nye  Hutchison,  of  Charlotte,  and 
John  A.  Crawford,  of  Columbia. 
The  committee  would  further  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions : 
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1.  That  the  General  Assembly  listened,  with  feelings  of  deep 
interest  and  gratitude  to^God,  to  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  evincing  such  an  earnest  solici- 
tude for  the  great  work  committed  to  their  care  ;  and  while  God 
in  his  providence  has  allowed  our  communication  with  foreign 
nations  to  be  almost  entirely  prevented,  yet  we  thank  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church  that  we  are  still  permitted  to  do  something 
for  the  Indian  tribes  on  our  Western  border. 

2.  That  we  record,  with  grateful  hearts,  the  deep  interest  felt 
in  the  work  of  foreign  missions  by  many  of  our  churches,  and 
trust  that  the  time  may  soon  come  when  we  shall  be  permitted, 
as  a  Church,  to  engage  fully  in  this  important  work. 

3.  That  the  General  Assembly  recommend  to  all  our  churches 
to  continue  their  systematic  contributions  to  and  earnest  pray- 
ers for  this  cause,  so  that,  when  it  shall  please  God  to  open  to 
us  the  way,  we  may  be  prepared  to  do  our  duty  to  God  and  to 
man  in  sending  the  gospel  to  the  distant  nations  of  the  earth. 

4.  That  the  Assembly  instruct  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Foreign  Missions  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  to  such 
a  sum  as  shall  be  required  for  his  ample  support, 

5.  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Missions  be 
published  in  the  Appendix. 

The  report  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  was  received, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  standing  committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  White,  the  report  on  the  subject 
of  Beneficiary  Education  was  taken  from  the  docket,  and,  after 
discussion,  on  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted.     (See  Appendix  for  the  report.) 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  is  hereby  adopt- 
ed, as  setting  forth,  with  much  clearness  and  force,  the  views  of 
this  Assembly  on  the  question  discussed  in  it,  and  it  is  earnest- 
ly recommended  that  it  be  published  by  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lication for  general  circulation,  and  as  one  of  their  permanent 
tracts. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  continued,  and  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  next  Assembly  on  the  question,  whether  the  sup- 
port of  candidates  for  the  ministry  should  be  -provided  for  and  su- 
perintended by  the  Gmeral  Assembly,  or  by  the  Presbyteries,  or  in 
what  other  way. 

* 

On  motion,  it  was  further 

3.  Resolved,  That  Eev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  and  Wm.  L.  Mitchell 
be  added  to  the  committee. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Eice,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  System- 
3 
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atic  Benevolence,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Systematic  Benevolence  respectfully  re- 
port : 

The  duty  specially  incumbent  upon  this  committee  is  to  give 
a  condensed  summary  of  the  reports  received  from  the  several 
Presbyteries,  so  that  the  General  Assembly  may  be  fully  inform- 
ed as  to  the  condition  of  the  churches  with  respect  to  the  grace 
of  giving  ;  and  that  such  action  may  be  taken  as  seems  to  be  de- 
manded and  wisdom  may  direct,  for  attaining  the  great  end 
for  which  the  General  Assembly  has  been  laboring  for  many 
years. 

The  grand  result  toward  which  all  our  efforts  are  directed  is 
threefold  : 

1st.  That  every  member  of  the  Church,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
should  contribute  something  in  every  year  for  the  promotion 
of  the  cause  of  .Christ  in  the  world. 

2d.  That  the  contributions  of  the  churches  should  be  made 
systematically  and  punctually,  according  to  the  best  plan  that 
the  wisdom  of  the  whole  Church  can  devise. 

3d.  That  the  gifts  of  the  Lord's  people  should  be  regulated 
and  measured  by  the  great  law  of  proportion  laid  down  in  the 
Word  of  God  :  That  every  one  should  give  as  the  Lord  hath 
prospered  them. 

The  questions  which  here  naturally  arise  are : 

1st.  To  what  extent  have  our  people  performed  their  duty  ? 
What  progress  have  they  made  during  the  past  year  in  cultivat- 
ing the  grace  of  giving '( 

2d.  What  action  ought  this  General  Assembly  to  take  now, 
with  the  design  of  securing  a  more  general  as  well  as  more 
earnest  attention  to  the  subject  of  Systematic  Benevolence? 

The  materials  requisite  for  giving -an  answer  to  the  first  of 
these  questions,  on  this  occasion,  are  exceedingly  meagre — re- 
ports having  been  received  from  only  five  of  the  Presbyteries, 
viz:  Fayetteville,  Concord,  Tuscaloosa,  Montgomery,  and  Lex- 
ington. There- is  a  considerable  difference  between  the  reports, 
some  of  them  stating  the  number  of  collections  which  ought  to 
have  been  taken  as  compared  with  the  contributions  actually 
made  ;  others,  in  addition  to  this,  give  the  aggregate  amounts 
of  money  realized ;  while  others  only  state^in  general  terms,  that 
the  plan  of  giving  systematically  is  beginning  to  be  more  exten- 
sively adopted  within  their  bounds,  and  with  encouraging  re- 
sults. Items  contained  in  the  Narratives  of  the  State  of  Be- 
iigion  sent  up  by  some  of  the  Presbyteries,  as  well  as  verbal 
statements  made  by  several  commissioners,  whose  Presbyteries 
have  made  no  formal  report,  seem  to  indicate  that  the  duty  of 
systematic  giving  has  been  performed  in  some  degree  by  many 
other  churches  ;  and  yet^  after  all  that  can  bo  said,  it  is  manifest 
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that  many  of  our  churches  have  almost,  if  not  entirely,  failed  to 
raako  any  contributions  toward  the  benevolent  operations  of  the 
Church. 

It  is  also  evident  that  churches  destitute  of  pastors,  and  ir- 
regularly supplied  with  ^he  ministrations  of  the  Word,  are  very , 
much  disposed  to  postpone  attention  to  this  Subject,  and  to  neg- 
lect the  duty  of  giving  until  they  can  secure  the  stated  preach- 
ing of  the  Word,  however  long  the  period  may  be. 

it  is  undoubtedly  true  that,  at  the  present  time,  much  of  the 
neglect  of  the  duty  of  giving,  as  well  as  the  failure  of  the  Pres- 
byteries to  report  to  this  Assembly,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  country,  and  the  confusion  and  disorder 
caused  by  the  war  which  is  still  raging  in  so  many  parts  of  our 
territory.    But,  after  making  all  clue  allowance  for  the  present 
distress,  we  are  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  there  is  great 
need  of  increased  faithfulness  and  diligence  on  the  part  of  Pres- 
byteries, pastors,  and  church  sessions,  in  instructing  and  guid- 
ing the  people  committed  to  their  care  in  the  exercise  of  this 
noble  grace  and  this  high  privilege  of  the  Christian  man.   .And 
the  necessity  of  this  greater  diligence  becomes  all  the  greater  in 
these  days  of  peril  and  affliction.     This,  of  all  others,  is  not  the 
time  for  the  people  of  God  to  disregard  any  obligation  imposed, 
upon  them  by  His  boundless  love;  and  seasons  of  great  trial, 
of  affliction,  and  deep  poverty,  are  peculiarly  appropriate  to  thef' 
abounding  of  the  riches  of  their  liberality.     So  that  the  children,; 
of  God  ought  to  contribute  the  more  liberally,  not  in  spite  of. 
but   because  of  the  pressure   of  present  distress,  and  in  the? 
midst  of  losses  and  poverty. 

With  reference  to  action  by  this  Assembly,  your  committee 
have  nothing  new  tosuggest,  but  would  simply  recommend  that 
the  Assembly  solemnly  reaffirm  every  testimony  which  has  been 
given  in  former  days  as  to  the  duty,  the  necessity,  and  the 
blessedness  of  giving  of  our  substance  to  the  Lord,  to  his  Church* 
and  to  his  poor.  And  that  the  injunctions  heretofore  laid  upon 
Presbyteries,  pastors,  and  the  sessions  of  the  churches,  be  now 
reiterated,  and  especially  that  the  sessions  of  vacant  churches  be 
affectionately  enjoined  to  see  to  it  that  all  the  flock  over  which 
the  Holy  Ghost' has  made  them  overseers  are,  by  all  wise  and 
lawful  means,  incited  to  the  duty,  and  secured  the  privilege  of 
giving  of  their  worldly  substance  to  the  Lord,  even  as  he  has 
prospered  them. 

All  of  which  is  submitted  most  respectfully. 

JOHN  H.  EICE,  Chairman. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sprant,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Leave 
of  Absence,  reported  that  they  have  granted  to  the  Rev.  N.  T. 
Bowdon,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville,  leave  of  absence 
from  the  remaining  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Palmer,  it  was  made  the  first  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions, 
and  of  Publication  and  Education,  and  also  of  the  members  of 
the  Executive  Committees  to  which  shall  be  committed  these 
objects. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Wilson  and  the  Eev.  Dr.  Waddel, 
delegates  respectively  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the 
South  and  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church,  reported,  and  their  reports  were  accepted. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Rice  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Eevision  of  the  Form  of 
Government  and  Book  of  Discipline  be  directed  to  take  also  in- 
to consideration  the  Directory  of  Worship,  and  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  so,  what  changes  are  needed  to  make  the 
Directory  conform  to  the  Government  and  Discipline. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  Friday  last  was  taken  up,  viz:  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the  Eevision  of  the 
Form  of  Government  to  consider  the  propriety  of  making  cer- 
tain changes  in  the  mode  of  representation  in  the  General  As- 
sembly; and  this  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  J  T.  Walsh,  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  White;  the  time  for  the  meeting  of 
the  next  General  Assembly  was  fixed  for  the  third  Thursday  in 
May,  1865,  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m. 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia 
reported,  recommending  their  approval  so  far  as  written. 
Adopted. 

It  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning,  at 
ten  o'clock,  to  take  up  the  postponed  second  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday,  viz  :  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  aj>pointed 
by  the  last  Assembly  to  report  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  Ad- 
dress read  before  the  Assembly  in  Columbia  touching  the  relig- 
ious instruction  of  the  negroes. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  the  Assembly  called  for  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference with  the  United  Synod;  which  accordingly  was  read  by 
the  chairman,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon;  and,  on  motion  of  the  Eev. 
R.  Mclnnis,  it  was  resolved  to  consider  the  report  seriatim. 
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Previously  to  taking  the  vote  upon  this  report,  the  Assembly, 
on  motion  of  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Penick,  was  led  in  prayer  for  di- 
vine direction  by  the  Eev.  Br.  White. 

The  report  was  then,  after  some  discussion,  adopted  seriatim, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

The  General  Assembly  having  received  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  last  year  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee 
of  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  subject 
of  the  union  of  the  two  bodies,  and  having  heard  the  explana- 
tory statements  accompanying  the  said  report,  do  hereby  adopt 
the  following  resolutions  as  expressive  of  their  views  on  the 
whole  subject,  viz  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Assembly  express  their  approval  of  the 
diligence  arid  fidelity  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  impor- 
tant trust  with  which  they  were  charged,  and  also  the  greafe  sat- 
isfaction with  which  they  have  heard  of  the  brotherly  love  and 
spirit  of  harmony  in  which  the  conference  of  the  two  commit- 
tees was  held. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Assembly  believe  the  most  satisfactory 
terms  of  union  to  be  the  cordial  adherence  of  the  two  bodies  to 
their  existing  symbols  of  faith  and  order. 

Resolved,  8.  That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted 
after  amendment  in  the  following  particulars,  viz  :  1.  From  the 
preamble  omit  the  words  "removing  the  dishonor  done  to  re- 
ligion by  former  separations,"  and  modify  the  provisions  as  to 
the  name  and  charter.  2.  Omit  all  of  the  first  article  after  the 
first  paragraph.  3.  Amend  the  second  article,  so  as  in  every 
case  to  require  the  reception  of  the  Presbyteries  under  the  care 
of  the  United  Synod  into  the  Synods  of  this  Assembly,  so  as  to 
preserve  the  undoubted  succession  of  the  latter;  and  add  to  the 
article  the  following  words,  viz:  -'Should  providential  hin- 
drances prevent  the  consummation  of  any  of  the  measures  above 
mentioned  during  the  year  1864,  they  shall  take  effect  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable."  4.  Omit  all  after  the  words  "in  full 
force,"  in  the  last  article. 

The  plan  of  union,  as  thus  amended,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

The  General  Assembly  and  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presby- 
terian Churches  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  holding 
the  same  system  of  doctrine  and  church  order,  and  believing 
that  their  union  will  glorify  God  by  promoting  peace  and  in- 
creasing their  ability  for  the  edification  of  the  Body  of  Christ, 
do  agree  to  unite  under  the  name  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  under  the  existing 
charter  of  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  on  the 
following  basis,  viz : 

Article  I.  The  General  Assembly  and  the  United  Synod  de- 


272  MINUTES  OF  THE  [A.  D. 

clare  that  they  continue  sincerely  to  receive  and  adopt  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith  and  Catechisms  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as 
containing  the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  approve  of  its  government  and  discipline. 

Article  IT.  The  General  Assembly  and  the  United  Synod 
hereby  agree  that  the  Presbyteries  composing  the  S^mod  of 
Virginia,  under  the  care  of  the  United  Synod,  together  with  the 
Presbytery  of  New  River,  shall  be  received  into  the  Synod  of 
Virginia,  under  the  care  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  meet- 
ing in  Lexington,  on  the  day  of  October,  1864.  The 
Presbytery  of  Texas,  under  the  care  of  the  United  Synod,  shall 
be  received  into  the  Synod  of  Texas,  under  the  care  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  at  its  next  meeting.  The  Presbyteries  of  Lex- 
ington, South  Clinton,  and  Newton,  under  the  care  of  the  United 
Synod,  shall  be  received  into  the  Synod  of  Mississippi,  under 
the  care  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  meeting  in  Brandon, 
on  the  day  of  October,  1864.  The  Presbyteries  of'Hol- 
ston,  Union,  and  Kingston,  under  the  care  of  the  United  Syftod, 
shall  be  received  into  the  Synod  of  Nashville,  under  the  care  of 
the  General  Assembly,  at  their  next  meeting.  And  the  ministers 
and  churches  of  the  Presbytery  of  North  Alabama,  under  the  care 
of  the  United  Synod,  which  are  within  the  State  of  Alabama, 
shall  be  united  to  the  Synod  of  Memphis,  and  those  churches 
and  ministers  of  such  Presbytery  which  are  within  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  the  Synod  of  Nashville.  And  the  Presbytery  of 
Osage,  under  the  care  of  the  United  Synod,  shall  be  attached  to 
the  Synod  of  Arkansas,  under  the  care  of  the  General  Assembly 
Should  providential  hindrances  prevent  the  consummation  of 
any  of  the  measures  above  mentioned  during  the  year  1864, 
they  shall  take  effect  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

Article  III.  These  Synods,  at  their  annual  meetings,  or  as  soon 
thei-eafter  as  practicable,  shall  define  the  boundaries  of  Presby- 
teries, where  ministers  and  churches,  under  the  care  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  and  of  the  United  Synod,  exist  in  the  same  ter- 
ritory, and  shall  so  distribute  said  ministers  and  churches  that 
those  within  the  same  geographical  limits  shall  not  belong  to 
different  Presbyteries.  It  is  recommended  that,  in  such  changes, 
that  Presbytery  shall  hold  its  name  and  succession  which  has 
the  major  number  of  ministers,  and  shall  receive  the  records  and 
presbyterial  funds  of  the  other  Presbytery,  assuming  also  its 
existing  pecuniary  obligations.  And  it  is  agreed  that  no  other 
condition  shall  be  required  of  the  members  constituting  said 
Presbyteries  except  the  approval  of  this  plan  of  union. 

Article  IV  Whenever  organized  churches,  under  the  care 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  United  Synod,  exist  in  the 
same  neighborhood— if  their  union  is  necessary  to  the  successful 
sustentation  of  the  Gospel — they  are  affectionately  exhorted  to 
unite  immediately,  postponing  private  convenience  to  the  glory 
of  God.    But  no  organized  churches,  or  existing  compacts  with 
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pastorB  or  stated  supplies,  shall  be  extinguished  by  this  act  of 
union,  except  they  voluntarily  agree  to  combine  with  neighbor- 
ing churches.  And  when  such  union  of  churches  takes  place, 
they,  with  their  sessions,  snail  be  organized  under  the  direction 
of  their  own  Presbyteries. 

Article  Y.x— Inasmuch  as  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
Unitea  Synod  have  similar  agencies  for  aiding  pioris  youth  in 
their  education  for  the  ministry,  for  circulating  divine  truth  by 
printing,  and  for  missions,  home  and  foreign,  it  is  agreed  that 
the  committees  of  the  General  Assembly,  from  and  after  the 
unioji,  shall  receive  and  sustain,  according  to  existing  compact^ 
aH'colporteurs,  beneficiaries  studying  for  the  ministry,  and  hortW 
and  foreign  missionaries  then  under  the  care  of  the  UnitwJ 
Synod,  as  well  as  those  of  the  General  Assembly";  and  that  afli 
funds  and  other  property  now  held  for  the  above  objects  by  the 
United  Synod,  or  its  committees  or  other  agencies,  shall  be 
passed  over  to  the  appropriate  committees  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. And  these  committees  shall  thereafter  solicit  contribu- 
tions for  theae  evangelical  labors  in  all  the  churches  alike,  as 
they  are  enabled. 

Article  VI. — Whenever  the  above  written  plan  of  union 
shall  have  been  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
United  Synod,  it  shall  be  in  full  force. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Assembly  proposes  the  omission  of  the 
doctrinal  propositions  of  article  I  on  the  following  ground 
solely,  viz  :  That,  believing  the  approval  of  those  propositions 
by  the  Committees  of  Conference,  and  extensively  among  both^ 
bodies,  has  served  a  valuable  purpose,  by  presenting  satisfactory 
evidence  of  such  harmony  and  soundness  of  doctrinal  viewstas 
may  ground  an  honorable  union,  the  Assembly  does  yet  judgfe 
that  it  is  most  prudent  to  unite  on  the  basis  of  our  existing 
standards  only,  inasmuch  as  no  actual  necessity  for  other 
declarations  of  belief  in  order  to  a  happy  union  now  exist. 

Before  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  report  as  a  whole,  the 
Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock.^  Closed 
with  prayer  by  the  Eev.  E.  Bell. 


Thursday  Afternoon,  4  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Eev 
J  C.  Alexander-  # 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Adger,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows:  '-• 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Education  would  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  papers  submitted  to  them,  and  have 
nothing  to  recommend  in  addition  to  what  has  been  recom- 
mended by  our  colleagues  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Pub- 
lication relative  to  the  salary  of  the  Secre'tary.  The  committee 
would  suggest  that,  although  at  present  the  Church's  educational 
work  is  interrupted  by  the  war,  yet  that  will  one  daylcome  to 
an  end,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  this  object  be  kept  be- 
fore her  eye  by  the  Church,  and  receive  her  uninterrupted  con- 
tributions of  pecuniary  support.  There  will  be,  it  is  hoped, 
many  of  our  young  soldiers  brought  by  the  Lord  into  the 
ministry  after  the  present  day  of  sorrow  and  strife  shall  have 
passed  away.  Many  of  these  will  need  the  Church's  support 
while  pursuing  their  preparatory  studies.  It  is  well  fthat  our 
collections  for  this  end  are  constantly  and  systematically  made, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  our  candidates  for  the  ministry 
are  for  the  present  necessarily  so  few. 

,JIhe  committee  nominate  as  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Education  for  the  ensuing  year  the  following  Minis- 
ters and  Elders,  viz  :  the  same  that  are  named  in  the  report  of 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Adger  offered  the  following  report  of  the  com- 
mittee named  therein,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  Assembly  to  prepare  an 
answer  to  the  overture  respecting  Baptism,  recorded  on  page 
136  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Assembly,  would  recommend  to 
this  Assembly  the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

The  question,  "Unto  what  were  ye  baptized ?"  is,  without 
doubt,  of  vital  importance.  This  Assembly  holds,  with  Calvin, 
that  "  a  sacrament  is  an  external  sign  by  which  the  Lord  seals 
His  promises  upon  our  conscience,"  and  that  "  it  is  a  fixed  point 
that  the  ofSce  of  the  sacrament  differs  not  from  the  Word  of 
G-od,  and  this  is  to  hold  forth  and  offer  Christ  to  us,  and  in  Him 
the  treasures  of  the  heavenly  grace."  (Inst.,  Book  iv,  chap. 
14,  sections  1-17.)  This  Assembly  holds  also,  with  Pictet,  that 
the  sacrament  of  baptism  was  instituted  in  order  to  set  forth 
"the  blood  and  the  Spirit  of  Christ:  our  justification  by  His 
blood,  and  our  sanctification  by  His  Spirit."  (Book  xv,  chap. 
II,  section  3.)  It  holds,  with  the  Keformed  Church  in  general, 
that  baptism  was  designed  to  signify  and  seal  our  fellowship 
with  Christ  in  his  death  and  resurrection,  with  all  the  benefits 
thereof,  among  which  are  the  remission  of  sins,  regeneration, 
and  eternal  life.  These  things  being  so,  of  course  a  baptism 
administered  and  received  in  attestation  of  falsehood,  can  not 
be  valid  Christian  baptism.  This  is  the  ground  upon  which 
our  Church  has  rejected  Eomish  baptism. 
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But  it  is  equally  clear  that  some  distinctions  must  be  made  in 
reference  to  the  cases  to  which  this  principle  is  to  be  applied. 

1.  We  can  not  say  that  errors,  even  very  serious  errors,  in 
the  apprehensions  with  which  a  person  receives  baptism,  neces- 
sarily render  it  invalid.  If  it  be  rightly  administered,  and  he 
ishould  wrongly  conceive  of  it,  we  ai-e  not  to  repeat  the  baptism 
afterward  when  he  becomes  better  informed. 

2.  We  can  not  even  say  that  serious  errors  in  the  teachings 
of  the  individual  administrator  render  it  necessary  to  repeat 
baptism.  He  baptizes  by  authority  from  the  Church  that  or- 
dains him,  and  the  baptism  which  he  administers  is  to  be  judged 
according  to  her  doctrines,  and  not  those  of  each  one  of  her 
individual  ministers. 

The  first  inquiry  which  arises  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
overture  submitted  to  us,  is  :  Does  baptism  symbolize  the  burial 
of  Christ?  This  Assembly  holds  that  baptism  symbolizes  the 
burial  of  Christ  only  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Apostle  speaks 
of  our  being  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.  What  that  sense  is 
in  both  the  passages  where  the  phrase  occurs,  we  consider  to  be 
very  clear,  viz  :  as  merely  embodying  an  intensive  form  of  the 
idea  of  death.  The  Apostle's  object  is  to  set  forth  the  believer's 
being  one  with  Christ  in  His  dying;  and,  with  characteristic 
warmth,  he  says  not  only  that  we  are  dead  with  Christ,  but 
buried  with  him.  It  is  just  as  when  we  intend  to  declare,  with 
emphasis,  to  any  person  the  certainty  of  another's  death^  we 
often  sny  not  only  that  he  is  dead,  but  that  he  is  dead  and 
buried.  We  do  not  perceive  any  allusion  to  immersion  in 
Paul's  language,  either  in  Colossians  2,  xii,  or  in  Eomans  6,  iv; 
nor  does  the  intelligent  Haldane,  in  his  Commentary  on  Eo- 
mans, point  out  any,  although  himself  a  Baptist. 

Indeed,  there  was  nothing  in  the  mode  of  our  Saviour's 
burial  which  could  possibly  have  suggested  any  such  allusion 
to  the  writer  of  those  epistles.  Our  Lord  was  not  buried  down 
m  the  earth  as  we  bury  our  dead,  and  as  he  must  have  Been 
buried  if  his  burial  had  been  intended  to  be  symbolized  by  the 
believer's  immersion  in  and  rising  out  of  what  is  so  often  called 
"  the  liquid  grave ;"  but  he  was  laid  away  in  a  chamber 
hewn  out  of  the  rock,  and  a  great  stone  was  rolled  to  the  door 
thereof.  Surely  there  was  nothing  in  the  mode  of  our  Lord's 
entrance  into  the  sepulchre  which  resembles,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  the  immersion  of  a  believer  under  the  water. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  ordinance  is  invalidated 
by  the  notion,  on  the  part  of  the  recipient  and  the  adminis- 
trator both,  that  baptism  is  symbolic  of  the  mode  of  our  Sa- 
viour's burial.  This  question  is  presented  before  us  in  the  over- 
ture in  two  forms :  First,  whether  this  apprehension  solely,  and' 
Secondly,  whether  this  apprehension  prevailingly,  is  error  suffi- 
cient to  invalidate  the  ordinance? 

The  proper  answer  to  both  these  questions  we  conceive  to  be, 
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that  the  prevalence  of  this  idea  in  either  form  is  not  enough  to 
invalidate  the  ordinance,  unless  it  exclude  positively  the  true 
idea  of  baptism,  viz  :  that  it  sets  forth  the  death  of  Christ.  It 
appears  to  us  that  those  who  hold  that  baptism  symbolizes 
Christ's  burial  must  all  do  so  with  thiR  apprehension,  that  it 
symbolizes  His  burial — He  being  dead.  So  long  <as  this  is  the 
case,  the  Assembly  can  not  take  it  upon  them  to  say  that  the 
erroneous  conception  referred  to  makes  it  necessary  to  repeat 
the  baptism  accompanying  it,  if  otherwise  rightly  administered. 
That  baptism  does  signify  real  pardon  of  sin,  purification  from 
it  by  His  Spirit,  and  engrafting  into  Christ  so  that  we  become 
one  with  Him,  in  His  dying  and  in  His  rising,  there  can  be  no 
question.  Christ  is  the  matter  or  substance  of  the  sacrament. 
It  sets  him  forth  to  us  as  crucified  for  us,  and  raised  for  our 
justification.  Let  these  truths  not  be  shut  out  of  view,  and 
the  application  of  water  to  the  person,  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  by  any  duly  authorized  Christian 
minister,  is  valid  baptism. 

For  the  committee,  JJSTO.  B.  ADGBE,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  Assembly  then  resolved  to  take  the  final  vote 
by  ayes  and  nays  upon  the  report  which  was  adopted  seriatim 
this  morning;  it  being  understood  that  each  member  voting, 
whether  aye  or  nay,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  explaining  the 
reasons  for  his  vote,  to  be  spread  upon  this  record.  The  ayes 
and  nays  are  as  follows  : 

AYES^-James  M.  McKee,  E.  Anderson,  A.  M.  Watson,  A.  Y 
Lockridge,  James  Little,  John  W  Eeid,  David' Wills,  L.  B.  Gas- 
ton, D.  H.  Cummins,  S.  D.  Stuart,  John  H.  Kice,  D.D.,  Bobt. 
Bell,  A.  McCallum,  E.  Mclnnis,  James  A.  Lyon,  D.I).,  D.  A. 
Penick,  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  J.  M.  Sprunt,  James  C.  Alex- 
ander, Edward  Hines,  T.  W  Erwin,  Philip  Pierson,  I.  J  Long, 
Ferdinand  Jacobs,  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D.,  Wm.  S.  White,  D.D., 
John  E.  Dow,  T.  L.  Preston,  P.  Tinsley  Penick,  E.  L.  Dabney, 
D.D.,  E.  F  Bunting— Ministers :  B.  A.  Glass,  S.  A.  Walkup,  G. 
H.  Dunlap,  David  Ardis,  J.  M.  W  Davidson,  W  L.  Mitchell, 
Janies  Patrick,  Samuel  Barnett,  E.  S.  Stewart,  Charles  Lynn, 
J.R.  Cook,  D.  A  Davis,  J.  G.  Shepherd,  James  D.  Armstrong, 
G.  McC.  Witherspoon,  Joseph  T.  Walsh,  S.  McD.  Eeid,  J.  T.  L. 
Preston,  A.  Crawford,  J.  B.  I.  Logan,  Geo.  W  Tinsley — Muling 
Elders.     53. 

Nays — Angus  Johnson,  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D.,  A.  A.  Porter,  J. 
B.  Adger,  D.D. — Ministers :  James  JMcCreight,  John  W  Sirnp- 
Bon,  T.  C.  Perrin — Ruling  Elders.     7 

The  following  explanations  of  the  foregoing  votes  have  been 
presented  for  record : 
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"  To  resolution  4th  I  dissent.  P.  PIEESON  " 

"  I  acquiesce,  without  approval,  in  the  proposed  plan  of  union  ; 
but  voted  against  the  report  on  account  of  the  4th  resolution, ' 
from  which  I  dissent.  B.  M.  PALMEK." 

"To  resolution  4th  I  dissent;  to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  re- 
port I  assent.  JAMES  McCEEIGHT." 

"  John  H.  Eice,  who  voted  aye,  dissents  from  a  part  of  the 
action,  viz  :  that  in  the  enacting  clause  of  the  act  of  union  with 
the  United  Synod,  it  is  stated  that  the  union  is  formed  under  the 
existing  charter  of  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America';  thus 
making  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  one  of  the  Confederate  States 
a  bond  of  ecclesiastical  union  between  the  Presbyterian  Churoh 
and  the  United  Synod,  and  mingling  the  things  of  Caesar  and  the 
things  jof  God  in  the  same  ecclesiastical  act." 

"  I  voted  aye,  excepting,  however,  to  the  4th  resolution. 

"A.  M.  WATSON." 

"  In  the  final  adoption  of  the  paper,  that  the  desired  union 
might  be  consummated,  I  voted  in  the  affirmative,  at  the  same 
time,  however,  dissenting  entirely  from  the  4th  and  last  resolu- 
tion. T.  W    EEWTJST." 

"  The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  privilege  accorded 
him  by  the  Assembly,  and  feels  it  to.  be  his  duty  to  state  that 
he  doubts  whether  the  Presbytery  he  represents  will  cordially 
approve  his  vote.  He  believes  that  a*  general  regret  prevails 
that  a  proposition  to  unite  the  two  bodies  was  ever  made;  but, 
in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  as  they  now  exist,  and  the  fact 
that  his  opinions  previously  formed  have  been  greatly  modified, 
and  his  prejudices  mostly  removed  by  listening  to  the  able  dis- 
cussions on  the  subject  in  this  Assembly,- he  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  proposed  union  ought  to  be  consummated, 
and  voted  yea.  G.  H.  DUNLAP,  ' ,  !' 

"  Elder  from  Tuscaloosa  Presbyter^. 

^>' ?("-'■ 

"  This  Assembly  having  voted  to  allow  dissentients  and  others 
to  record  upon  its  Minutes  an  explanation  of  their  votes  QjJUfce 
question  of  union  with  the  United  Synod,  I  state  that  1  alfeent 
from  the  whole  proceeding  on  the  ground  that  it  makes  tW  As- 
sembly to  be  of  unlimited  powers;  on  the  ground  of  its*being 
practically  a  letting-down  of  the  Church's  testimony  in  1837; 
and  on  the  ground  of  its  tendency  to  give  rise  to  future  troubles 
and  divisions  in  our  Church.  JOHN  B.  ADGER." 

"  I  voted  against  the  reception  of  the  United  Synod  on  the  fol- 
lowing grounds :  1st.  For  want  of  confidence  in  the  doctrinal 
soundness  of  the  entire  body  2d.  Because  the  doctrinal  basis 
agreed  upon  by  the  committees  in  conference  is  not  sufficiently 
explicit.  ANGUS  JOHNSON." 
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On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon,  the  following  delegates  to 
correspond  with  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
were  appointed,  viz:  Eev.  fm.  Brown,  D.D.,  and  F  N.  Wat- 
kins,  principals;  with  R.  L.  Dabney,  D.D.,  and  J.  B.  I.  Logan, 
alternates. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Dabney,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Do- 
mestic Missions,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
amended  and  adopted : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  report  to  the 
Assembly  that  they  have  examined  the  Report  and  Minutes  of 
Proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions, 
and  recommend  that  their  faithfulness  and  success  be  heartily 
commended  and  their  measures  approved.  They  also  recom- 
mend : 

2.  That  Eev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.D.,  be  appointed  the 
Assembly's  Secretary,  and  Prof.  James  Woodrow  the  Assembly's 
Treasurer,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

3.  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Domestic  Missions  for  the  ensuing  year :  Rev. 
Geo.  Howe,  D.D.,  Eev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D.,  Eev.  J.  B.  Adger, 
D.  D.,  Eev.  A.  A.  Porter,  Eev.  Jos.  E.  Wilson,  D.D.,  Mr.  Henry 
Muller,  'Mr.  Andrew  Crawford,  Prof.  Joseph  LeConte,  and  Mr. 
R.  L.  Bryan. 

4.  That  the  Assembly  appoint  annually  a  committee  of  three, 
unconnected  with  the  Executive  Committee,  to  audit  all  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer;  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  to  have  the  report  of  these  auditors  endorsed  upon 
his  account  before  laying  it  before  the  Assembly;  and  that  the 
Auditing  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year  consist  of  Messrs. 
John  Crawford,  of  Columbia,  E.  Nye  Hutchison,  of  Charlotte, 
and  Jas.  R.  Aiken,  of  Winnsboro' 

5.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  pay  a  suit- 
able salary  to  the  Treasurer,  and  to  require  of  him  a  bond  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly, 
with  good  securities,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

6.  That  the  Assembly  adopt  the  following  : 

The  Assembly,  reasserting  the  high  importance  and  superior 
interest  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  as  fields  of  mis- 
sionary labor  during  the  war,  and  bidding  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee God-speed  in  their  laudable  exertions  to  occupy  it  more 
fully,  instruct  them : 

(1).  To  spare  no  reasonable  pains  and  expense  to  send  a  Spe- 
cial Commissioner  to  the  department  of  trans-Mississippi  to 
assist  any  laborers  now  in  that  field. 

(2).  To  make  a  judicious  distribution  of  the  ministers  in  their 
employ  between  the  work  of  the  commissioned  chaplain  and 
the  permanent  missionary,  giving  the  larger  number  to  the 
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former  w.ork,  yet  so  as  to  retain  the  advantages  of  both  systems, 
and  to  distribute  their  aid  in  such  manner  as  to  secure,  if  pos- 
sible, one  minister  of  our  Church  in  each  brigade  of  the  armies. 

7  That  the  Assembly  earnestly  advise  all  Presbyteries,  as  to 
those  labors  which  they  may  attempt  for  the  armies,  so  to  per- 
form them  in  concert  with  the  Executive  Committee  and  Secre- 
tary, that  the  whole  force  of  the  Church  may  have  unity  and 
connexion;  and  that,  instead  of  dissipating  the  efforts  of  many 
ministers  in  temporary  services,  often  evanescent  in  their  effect, 
such  number  of  their  members  as  the  great  work  may  demand, 
well  chosen  for  energy  and  zeal,  be  released  for  the  service  of 
these  missions,  and  the  remainder  render  their  indirect  aid  by 
supplying  the  cherges  of  these  during  their  absence.  But  the 
Assembly  does  by  no  means  depreciate  the  usefulness  of  even 
the  shortest  visits  of  pastors  to  the  troops,  and  encourages  all 
to  undertake  them  as  they  have  opportunity.  • 

8.  That  the  Assembly  returns  devout  thanks  to  God  for  His 
wonderful  works  of  grace  in  the  armies,  in  which,  we  are  in- 
formed, twelve  thousand  souls,  during  the  last  year,  are  supposed 
to  have  made  a  hopeful  profession  of  faith  in  Christ. 

9.  That  the  Assembly,  having  engaged  in  frequent  and  solemn 
acts  of  devotion  to  intercede  for  our  brave  soldiers  and  their 
officers  and  commanding  generals,  does  earnestly  exhort  all  the 
ministers,  churches,  and  people,  in  like  manner,  to  constant 
supplications  in  the  same  behalf. 

The  Rev.  David  Wills  presented  the  following  report  from 
the  ad  interim  committee  on  the  Support  of  Superannuated,  and 
Disabled  Ministers  and  the  Families  of  Deceased  Ministers; 
which,  after  discussion,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Affording 
Relief  to  Disabled  Ministers,  and  the  Wives  and  Families  of  De- 
ceased Ministers,  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly 
at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  the  following  resolutions,  and  recommend 
their  adoption  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  form  of  a  call  to  a  pastor  prescribed  in 
the  Form  of  Government  be  enlarged  and  amended  so  as  to 
read:  "  And  that  you  may  be  tree  from  worldly  cares  and  avo- 
cations, we  hereby  promise  and  oblige  ourselves  to  pay  to  you 
the  sum  of  in  regular  quarterly  (half-yearly  or  yearly) 

payments,  during  the  time  of  your  being  and  continuing  the 
regular  pastor  of  this  church;  and  should  you  become  disa- 
bled, or  depart  this  life,  whilst  you  are  the  regular  pastor  of 
this  church,  we  hereb}'  promise  and  oblige  ourselves  to  furnish 
you,  or,  when  you  are  dead,  your  family,  with  all  proper  sup- 
port, including  the  education  of  your  children."  And  that  the 
last  question  proposed  to  the  people  at  the  instalment  of  the 
pastor  be  enlarged  and  amended  so  as  to  read  :  "  And  do  you 
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engage  to  continue  to  him,  while  he  is  your  pastor,  that  com- 
petent worldly  maintenance  which  you  have  promised,  and 
whatever  else  you  may  see  needful  for  the  honor  of  religion, 
and  his  comfort  among  you ;  and  should  he  become  disabled, 
or  depart  this  life,  while  he  is  your  pastor,  do  you  engage  to 
furnish  him,  or,  when  he  is  dead,  his  family,  with  all  proper  sup- 
port, including  the  education  of  his  children  1" 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  General  Assembly  raise  a  permanent 
fund,  by  inviting. the  contributions  of  individuals  and  churches, 
by  donation,  bequest,  and  devise,  and  place  the  same  in  the 
hands  of  its  trustees  or  other  committee  for  investment,  the  in- 
come of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  disabled  evan- 
gelists and  missionaries,  their  widows  and  children,  in  such 
amount  arid  in  such  manner  as  may  be  considered  practicable 
and  expedient ;  and  when  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  upon  the 
representation  of  the  session  of  a  church  that  the  support  which 
they  had  promised  to  furnish  to  their  disabled  pastor,  or,  when 
he  is  dead,  to  his  family,  as  contemplated  in  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution, can  not  be  furnished  by  reason  of  the  inability  of  said 
church,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  trustees  or  other  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  apply  to  the  relief  of  such 
pastor,  or  his  family,  when  he  is  dead,  such  amount  of  the  in- 
come of  said  permanent  fund,  and  in  such  way,  as  may  be 
deemed  practicable  and  expedient. 

Resolved,  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  or  other 
committee  of  the  Assembly  to  invest  any  surplus  income  from 
year  to  year,  to  make  annual  reports  to  the  Assembly,  and  to 
prepare  and  keep  before  the  public  proper  forms  of  gifts,  be- 
quests, and  devises. 

Resolved,  4.  That  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the 
several  Presbyteries  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America  for  approval,  and  to  take  effect  when 
declared  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  approved  by  a  majbi'i- 
ty  of  the  Presbyteries. ' 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  W    Lane, 
David  Wills, 
E.  A.  Nisbet, 
Washington  Poe, 
Wm.  L.  Mitchell, 
Committee  ad  interim  of  the  Assembly  o/1863. 

The  Eev  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  would  report 
that  there  does  not  seem  a  necessity  for  our  doing  moi-e  at  this 
time  than  to  nominate  delegates  to  the   bodies  with  whom  we 
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are  in  correspondence.  We  nominate,  as  delegate  to  the  Asso- 
ciate Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  Rev.  G.  Howe,  D.D.,  and 
Rev.  William  Banks,  alternate ;  to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  Rev.  J.  N.  Waddel,  D.J).,  and  Rev  W  A.  Harrison, 
alternate ;  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  Rev. 
-D.  A.  Penick,  Sr.,  and  Rev.  J.  Henry  Smith,  alternate;  and  the 
brethren  this  day  appointed  Commissioners  to  the  United  Synod 
of  the  South  touching  the  matter  of  union,  to  be  our  delegates 
to'ihat  body  under  the  regulations  for  correspondence. 

We  would  also  mention  that,  since  the  meeting  of  the  last 
Assembly,  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  with  which 
we  held  correspondence  has  been  merged  into  our  own  Churofe 
by  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Bethel 
Presbytery,  taken*  in  compliance  with  a  reference  made  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  T.  C.  Perrin,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

'Resolved,  That  there  be  now  established,  as  one  of  the  Stand- 
ing Executive  Committees  of  the  Assembly,  a  Committee  of 
Finance,  consisting  of  the  Stated  and  Permanent  Clerks,  togeth- 
er with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Assembly,  to  whom  shall  be  re- 
ferred all  the  financial  matters  of  the  Assembly  connected  with 
the  publication  of  the  Minutes,  and  the  providing  of  ways  and 
means  to  meet  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Assembly;  and  that 
this  committee  be  required  to  report  as  the  other  Executive 
Committees,  annually,  to  the  General  Assembly.  '■■* 

On  motion,  the  Assembly  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning 
at  nine  o'clock.  Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Ferdinand 
Jacobs. 


Friday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 

The  Assembly  met  and  was  opened  with  devotional  exercises, 
continued  for  half  an  hour. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  A.  Johnson  offered  the  following  resolution,. which 
was  adopted :  . 

Whereas,  the  Synod  of  Memphis  failed  to  meet  on  its  adjourn- 
ment in  1863 ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Synod  of  Memphis  is 
hereby  ordered  to  meet  in  Covington,  Tenn.,  on  Wednesday 
before  the  fourth  Sabbath  in  October,  at  seven  o'clock,  p.  m. 
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The  Eev.  J.  M.  Sprunt,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Leave  of  Absence,  reported  that  leave  of  absence  had  been 
granted  from  the  remaining  sessions  of  the  Assembly  to  Thos. 
M.  Holt,  Orange  Presbytery;  S.  A.  Walkup,  Flint  Eiver 
Presb}-tery;  G-.  W  Tinsley,  East  Hanover  Presbytery ;  and  J. 
M.  Patrick,  Mississippi  Presbytery. 

The  following  reports  from  the  delegates  respectively  ap- 
pointed to  correspond  with  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  and  with  the  Convention  of  the  Independent 
Presbyterian  Church,  were  received  : 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  May  13, 1864. 
To  the  Moderator  of  the  Assembly : 

Eev-  and  Djbak  Sir  :  The  delegate  appointed  by  the  last  As- 
sembly to  represent  the  Church  in  the  approaching  session  of 
the  United  Synod,  held  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  begs  leave  re- 
spectfully to  report  that,  in  consequence  of  the  incursions  of 
the  enemy  near  his  home  in  Mississippi,  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  that  body,  he  was  not  able  to  accomplish  that  mis- 
sion. 

Your  brother- in  Christ,  JAMES  A.  LYON. 

Chester  C.  H.,  May  6,  1864. 
To  the  Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate 
States  : 

Dear  Brethren  :  According  to  the  appointment  of  the  last 
Assembly,  it  was  my  privilege  to  convey  to  the  Convention  of 
the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  the  salutations  of  our 
Church.  The  Assembly  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  our  mis- 
sion has  resulted  in  the  union  of  that  body  of  the  Presbyterian 
family  with  our  own  Church  on  the  basis  proposed  by  the 
Synod  of  South  Carolina,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by 
the  last  Assembly. 

Invoking  the  special  presence  of  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and 
grace  upon  you, 

I  am,  fraternally,  yours,  JAMES  E.  WHITE. 

The  Eev  Dr.  White,  from  the  Judicial  Committee,  reported 
that  there  was  no  business  submitted  to  their  consideration, 
and  requested  that  the  committee  be  discharged.     Granted. 

The  first  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  viz  :  the  elec- 
tion of  Secretaries,  and  Treasurers,  and  Executive  Committees 
of  Domestic  Missions,  Foreign  Missions,  Publication,  and  Edu- 
cation. 
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On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon,  the  order  to  elect  by  ballot 
was,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  there  was  but  one  set  of 
nominations,  set  aside,  and  the  Assembly  proceeded  to  vote  by 
acclamation.  The  following  nominations,  made  on  yesterday, 
were  accordingly  confirmed  unanimously : 

DOMESTIC    MISSIONS   AND   FOREIGN    MIS8I0N8. 

Secretary. — Rev.  J.  LeigKton  Wilson,  D.D. 

Treasurer. — Rev.  James  Woodrow. 

Executive  Committee. — Rev.  George  Howe,  D.D.,  Rev.  B.  M. 
Palmer,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Adger,  D.D.,  Rev  A.  A.  Porter,  Rev, 
Joseph  R.  "Wilson,  D.D.,  Mr.  Henry  Muller,  Mr.  Andrew  Craw- 
ford, Prof.  Joseph  LeConte,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Bryan, 

PUBLICATION    AND   EDUCATION. 

Secretary. — Rev.  John  Leyburn,  D.D. 

Treasurer. — James  Miller. 

Executive  Committee. — Rev.  T.  V  Moore,  D.D.,  Rev.  M.  D. 
Hoge,  D.D.,  Rev.  Wm.  Brown,  D.D.,  Messrs.  Win.  P.  Taylor, 
B.  R.  Welford,  Jr.,  Roger  Martin,  W  H.  White,  J.  D.  BL 
Sleight,  W  D.  Cooke. 

The  second  order  of  the  day,  viz  :  to  hear  the  report  of  t&e 
Committee  on  the  Religious  Instruction,  etc.,  of  the  Negroes — 
was  called  up,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon,  chairman  of  said  conv 
mittee,  proceeded  to  read  said  report,  which  was  discussed. 

Pending  this  discussion,* on  motion  of  W  L.  Mitchell,  the 
Assembly  heard,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Lyon's  report,  a 
minority  report,  which  was  presented  and  read  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Leighton  Wilson,  D.D.,  a  member  of  the  above-named  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  W.  L.  Mitchell,  these  reports  were  both  referred; 
to  a  committee,  of  which  Dr.  Dabney  shall  be  the  chairman,  to 
report  action  with  reference  to  them  to  this  Assembly,  if  prao- " 
ticable,  and  if  not,  to  the  next  Assembly.  The  other  members, 
of  this  committee  were  announced  by  the  Moderator  as  fol- 
lows: the  Rev.  R.  Mclnnis,  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatriek,  W  L. 
Mitchell,  and  Samuel  Barnett. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hoge,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Theo- 
logical Seminaries,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : 
4 
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The  Committee  on  Theological  Seminaries  report  to  the 
General  Assembly  that  they  have  had  under  consideration  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary, of  date  July  22,  1863,  and  the  reports  of  the  Facul- 
ty and  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  of  the  months  of  April 
and  May  respectively,  for  1864. 

These  reports  bring  to  the  attention  of  your  committee  the 
painful  fact  that  the  number  of  students  in  these  seminaries 
nas  been  very  small,  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  war ;  but 
we  find  encouragement  in  the  consideration  that  the  students 
of  these  institutions  who,  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  patriotism, 
have  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  country,  are  not  only  in  the 
field  of  duty,  but  one  in  which  they  are  receiving  a  training 
which  will  prepare  them  for  a  larger  measure  of  usefulness 
when,  having  completed  their  theological  studies,  they  go  forth 
to  the  service  of  the  Church  in  the  Gospel  ministry. 

There  is  also  ground  of  encouragement  in  the  hope  that,  since 
it  has  pleased  God  so  copiously  to  pour  out  His  Spirit  upon  our 
armies,  composed  as  they  are  to  so  large  an  extent  of  young 
men,  that,  at  the  return  of  peace,  a  greater  number  of  the 
youth  of  the  Confederacy  will  become  candidates  for  the  holy 
ministry  than  at  any  former  period  of  the  history-  of  the 
country. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, suggested  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  be  concurred  in 
by  the  Assembly,  viz  : 

1.  That  article  I,  section  2,  be  changed  so  as  to  read:  "  The 
Board  of  Directors  shall  be  annually  appointed  in  the  same 
way  as  the  other  Executive  Committees  of  the  body,  and  shall 
meet  at  the  Seminary  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  June,  at  8 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  subsequent  to  their  appointment;  and  the  old 
members  shall  continue  in  office  till  this  organization  is  com- 
pleted." 

2.  That  article  IV,  section  2,  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
"The  Board,  after  its  organization,  shall  meet  as  o'ftcn  as  it 
shall  be  called  together  by  the  chairman  or  any  two  of  its  mem- 
bers, who  are  hereby  empowered  to  convene  it.  Five  members 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  It 
may  enact  by-laws  for  its  government,  the  same  being  subject 
to  the  revisal  of  the  Assembly." 

3.  Amend  article  I,  section  3,  so  that  the  last  word  "them," 
be  superseded  by  the  words  "the  Board." 

4.  Amend  article  II,  section  3,  so  as  to  strike  out  what 
occurs  in  the  sentence  next  to  the  last,  the  words  commencing 
with  the  third  line  and  ending  with  the  period,  and  insert 
instead,  "And  shall  report  in  writing  the  state  of  the  Semi- 
nary to  the  Assembly,  and  shall  also  submit .  the  same  to  the 
Board  before  sending  it  up  to  the  Assembly." 
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5.  Amend  article  I,  section  4,  by  striking  out  the  words  "of 
their  talents,  piety,  and  prudence."  *    ' 

6.  Amend  article  II,  section  4,  by  striking  out  the  firs£  sen- 
tence, so  as  to  begin  with,  "  these  testimonials  .being  satisfacr 
tory,  they  shall  be  admitted,"  etc. 

7  That  section  VI  be  stricken  out  altogether. 
The  report  of  the  Faculty  and  the  Board  of  Directors  each 
communicates  to  the  Assembly  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  physi- 
cal inability  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Leland,  for  thirty  years  a 
profcBSOT  in  that  institution,  any  longer  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  his  chair.  His  colleagues  have  divided  among  them.8,et#B 
the  duties  hitherto  devolving  upon  him. 

Your  committee  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  board 
that  Dr.  Leland  be  appointed  professor  emeritus,  and  that  for 
the  time  being  he  receive  the  same  salary,  as  hitherto.  <. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Adger,  after  conference  with  his  Presbytery 
and  with  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  with  the  concurrency  of 
each,  consented  to  become  a  stated  supply  to  the  church  of 
Pendleton  (lately  bereaved  by  the  death  of  its  pastor),  while"  at 
the  same  time  he  continues  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  chair 
in  the  seminary.  • 

.  Your  committee  express  their  approval  of  this,  arrangement 
under  toe  circumstances,  and 'recommend  that  it  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Assembly  is  hereby  apprised  that  the  appointment  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Palmer  as  Provisional  Professor  of  Didactic  and 
Polemic  Theology  has  expired.  The  committee  recommend  thai 
Rev.  Dr.  Palmer  be  appointed  to  fill  that  chair,  provisionally, 
for  one  year. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  Assembly  proceed  to  • 
appoint  as  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seminary  the  follow- 
ing persons : 

Andrew  Crawford,  Treasurer. 

Ministers. — Rev.  John  Douglas,  Rev.  J.  R.  Wilson,  D.D.,  Rev'. 
J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.D.,  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Hay,  Rev.  B.  P 
Palmer,  Rev.  Rufus  K.  Poi'ter,  Rev.  Wm.  Banks.  *, 

I  Ruling  Elders. — Hon.  T.  C.  Perrin,  Hon.  J.  A.  Inglis,  .T.  A. 
Alisley,  Esq.  "'* 

,  In  the  report  of  the  Directors  of  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary nothing  is  proposed  requiring  any  action  on  %he  part  of 
the  Assembly,  except  the  following  resolution,  adopted  at  thejjr 
meeting  on  May  13,  1862 : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synods  be  requested  to  change  the  close 
of  the  session  from  the  second  Monday  in  May,  to  the  last 
Thui'sday  in  April,  so  as  to  allow  time  for  the  report  of  thf 
directors  to  reach  the  General  Assembly  of  the  same  year;  a$d 
the  succeeding  session  commence  on  the  last  ^Thursday  of 
August  ensuing.  4 

The  Assembly  is  requested  to  assent  to  the  above,  that  when 
acted  on  by  the  Synods  it  shall  be  in  force. 
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Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  would  congratulate  the  As- 
sembly and  the  Church  that  the  important  work  of  completing 
the  endowments  of  these  two  seminaries  has  been  prosecuted 
so  successfully,  and  they  take  occasion  to  express  the  earnest 
hope  that  the -day  is  not  far  distant  when,  in  the  good  provi- 
dence of  God,  these  institutions  may  be  enabled  to  resume 
their  full  work,  with  their  halls  filled  with  students,  to  go  forth 
through  long  succeeding  years  of  prosperity  and  peace  for  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  in  our  own  and  in  foreign  lands. 

MOSES  D.  HOGE,  Chairman. 

'The  Eev.  David  Wills,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Narrative,  presented  a  report,  which  was  adopted.  (See  Ap- 
pendix.) 

The  Eev.  .Dr.  Lyon,  from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Over- 
tures, reported  Overture  No.  2,  with  its  answer,  which  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Presbytery  of  Hopewell  respectfully  overtures  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  ot  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  to  make  a  deliverance  on  the  subject  of 
licensing  colored  exhorters  and  preachers  to  labor  among  our 
colored  population;  and,  if  deemed  advisable,  to  take  some- 
action,  prescribing  a  mode  of  licensure  for  such  laborers,  and 
defining  their  status  when  thus  licensed. 

A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  sessions  of  Hopewell 
Presbytery,  held  at  Sparta,  Ga.,  March,  1864. 

C.  W  LANE, 
Stated  Clerk  pro  tern. 

Overture  No.  2. — The  Assembly  would  refer  the  subject  of 
authorizing  colored  men  to  exhort,  and  teach,  and  labor  among 
the  colored  population,  to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  Church 
Sessions,  until  some  suitable  plan  for  the  religious  instruction  of 
colored  people  can  be  devised  by  the  Assembly. 

The  following  overture  was  presented,  and  the  same  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three,  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  E.  T.  Baird  shall  be 
chairman,  with  instructions  to  report  upon  the  subject-matter 
thereof  to  the  next  Assembly.  The  other  members  of  this 
committee  were  announced  by  the  Moderator  as  follows :  Eev 
Dr.  J.  R.  Wilson  and  Eev.  Dr.  J.  A.  Lyon. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  efforts  have  already  been  made  to 
secure  the  permanent  organization  among  us  of  voluntary  so- 
cieties, to  take  the  place  of  certain  national  societies  from  which 
we  have  been  separated  by  the  present  revolution,  the  General 
Assembly  is  hereby  overtured  to  take  the  subject  under  consid- 


oration,  and  to  appoint  a  committee  to  report  to  the  next  As- 
sembly whatever  action  they  may  deem  needful,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  bo  many  of  them 
as  that  venerable  court  may  find  needful,  and  may  be  prepared 
to  recommend  to  the  churches  under  its  care  for  their  co-pper- 
atton.  It  is  further  overtured  that  the  said  committee  be  in- 
structed to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  the  Assem- 
bly's making  a  deliverance  announcing  her  position  in  the  follow- 
ing particulars : 

1.  The  Presbyterian  Church  holds  that  God  has  committed 
the  Whole  work  ofthe  publication  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  in- 
gathering of  sinners  into  His  Kingdom,  to  His  Church  in  its" 
Organized  capacity,  which  is  a  divinely  called  and  constituted 
Missionary  and  Bible  Society  The  officers  of  that  Church  art 
those  to  whom,  by  divine  vocation,  the  executive  administration 
ofthe  affairs  of  the  Church  has  been  committed  j  insomuch 
that  no  part  of  the  work  of  the  Church  has  been  left  intrusted 
to  irresponsible  organizations,  associations,  or  societies ;  nor 
does  Goa,  confer  authority  on  any  in  the  conducting  of  the  af- 
fairs of  His  Kingdom  for  a  pecuniary  consideration. 

2.  The  national  societies  of  the  North  have  been  a  source  of 
much  trouble  and  a  cause  of  constant  anxiety  to  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church.  Some  of  them  she  was  compelled,  many  years 
ago,  to  exclude  from  her  pulpits,  and  others  of  them  have  fre- 
quently given  her  much  cause  of  complaint;  and  several  times 
she  has  been  constrained  to  interfere  in  order  to  prevent  pro- 
ceedings, hurtful  in  their  tendency  or  wrong  in  principle,  which 
she  could  not  tolerate.  ,  * 

3.  The  principle  on  which  these  national  societies  are  organ- 
ized, viz:  that  of  voluntary  association — is  contrary  to  the  doe- 
trine  of  the  Bible,  and  of  the  mass  of  Protestant  Christendom, 
that  the-Church  is  a  divine  organization,  and  its  duties  are  obli- 
gatory on  all  of  Christ's  people.  The  terms  of  membership,  more- 
over, and  the  principle  on  which  men  secure  influence  and  gain? 
control  in  these  societies,  is  a  species  of  simony,  since  the  one 
amd  the  other  are  purchased  by  money.  Against  this  principle 
and  practice  the  Presbyterian  Church  must  ever  protest.  s 

4.  The  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  thesyhv* 
bols  of  the  bulk  of  Protesjant  Churches,  recognize  the  propriety 
of  holding  General  Councils  of  the  Church,  either  national  or 
oecumenical.  This  principle  may  be  made  available  here ;  and 
Councils  or  Conventions  of  the  Protestant  and  Evangelical 
Church  can  be  held,  with  reference  to  any  particular  subject,  or 
to  the  interests  of  the  Church  in  the  general,  according  to  the 
emergencies  of  the  case. 

5.  This  is  the  proper  time  to  settle  these  questions  of  vital 
interest  on  a  true,  scriptural,  and  satisfactory  basis,  before  anyt 
of  thes%  national  organizations  have  become  naturalized  among 
us.     It  is  our  belief  that  the  Church  ought  to  determine  how* 
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many  of  these  organizations  the  interests  of  our  common  Chris- 
tianity may  require,  and  that  she  ought  to  hold  in  check  the 
disposition  to  an  undue  multiplication  of  outward  and  irrespon- 
sible agencies  for  doing  her  own  appropriate  work.  Moreover, 
we  hold  that  so  many  national  organizations  as  may  be  deemed 
needful  should  be  founded  by  the  Church  herself;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  different  branches  of  the  Protestant  Church, 
which  recognize  each  other  as  evangelical,  ought  to  form  an  alli- 
ance for  the  management  of  these  important  interests.  The  mem- 
bers of  these  national  organizations  ought  to  be  appointed  by  the 
proper  authority  of  the  respective  churches,  according  to  their 
several  constitutional  forms,  and  thus  the  whole  of  this  difficult 
subject,  as  to  how  many  of  these  societies  may  be  needed,  and 
as  to  what  their  powers  should  be,  and  how  they  shoujd  be  man- 
aged, would  be  kept  under  church  control. 

6.  The  national  societies  which  it  is  now  attempted  to  organ- 
ize on  the  New  England  principle,  ought  to  be  notified  at  once 
of  the  views  of  the  Assembly,  and  they  ought  to  be  informed 
that  any  co-operation  which  we  may  extend  to  them  will  be  tern-" 
porary,  and  only  continue  until  we  are  able  to  see  the  above 
views  carried  out. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A  Member  of  Central  Mississippi  Presbytery. 

The  following  paper  was  presented  by  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  and, 
on  motion  of  Rev.  P   T.  Penick,  laid  on  the  table: 

Inasmuch  as  the  Directory  for  Worship  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  prescribes  an  outline  of  prayer  in  the  public  worship  of 
God,  and  suggests  topics  which  are  always  appropriate  to  his 
people  in  their  solemn  assemblies  in  his  house — such  as  Adora- 
tion, Supplication,  and  Penitential  Confession  of  Sin — would  it 
be  in  accordance  with  the  principles  and  early  usages  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  calculated  to  promote  the  decorum 
and  devotional  character  of  its  public  service,  to  introduce  a 
few  scriptural  and  well-considered  forms  of  prayer,  requiring 
responses  on  the  part  of  the  congregation — the  use  of  su<fh 
forms  to  be  optional  on  the  part  of  pastors  conducting  these 
services. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  above  subject,  and  to  report  thereon  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Eevision  of  the  Hymn- 
book  was  taken  from  the  docket  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  ad  interim  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  Support  of  Superannuated  and  Disabled  Ministers  and  the 
Families  of  Deceased  Ministei'S,  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
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recommitted  to  the  same  committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
to  the  next  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Alexander,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  be  tendered  to 
the  citizens  of  Charlotte  for  their  very  generous  hospitality  to 
this  body;  to  the  Churches  of  this  city,  for  offering  their  respec- 
tive houses  of  worship  for  our  use;  and  to  the  several  railroad 
companies  for  their  liberal  accommodation  to  the  members  of 
this  body. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Shepherd,  the  following  persons  were 
nominated  as  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the 
nominations  concurred  in : 

Thomas  C.  Perrin,  Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D.,  Samuel  McCor- 
kle,  Joseph  H.  Wilson,  Jesse  H.  Lindsey,  Robert  Adger,  J.  A. 
Ansley,  J.  A.  Crawford,  James  B.  Walker,  J.  A.  Inglis,  John 
Whiting,  R.  M.  Patten,  Rev.  George  Howe,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  L. 
Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  and  W  L.  Mitchell— jfiwe  to  constitute  a  quo- 
rum. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  be  now  dissolved;  and 
that  another  Assembly,  chosen  in  like  manner,  be  required  to 
meet  in  the  City  of  Macon,  Georgia,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
on  the  third  (3d)  Thursday  of  May,  1865. 

Closed  with  singing,  prayer,  and  the  apostolic  benediction. 

JOSEPH  R.  WILSON, 

Permanent  Clerk.. 
Jno.  N.  Waddel,  Stated  Clerk. 


APPENDIX. 


NARRATIVE  OP  THE   STATE  OF  RELIGION 

ix  the  bounds  op  the  general  assembly  op  the  presbyterian  church  ik 
the  Confederate  States  op  America  : — Addressed  to  the  Chdrches  tin- 
der ITS  CARE. 

The  General  Assembly,  in  sending  forth  its  Narrative  on  the 
State  of  Religion  to  the  churches  under  its  care,  wisheth  them 
grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  through  Jesus  Christ.  We  find  our- 
selves still  surrounded  by  circumstances  of  unusual  trial.  The 
wave  of  war  is  rolling  in  its  desolating  fury  over  the  land.  This 
fearful  drama,  in  the  fourth  year  of  its  history,  has  opened  upon 
us  on  a  scale  that  astounds  the  nations.  While  we  are  sitting  in 
solemn  council,  calmly  considering  the  interests  of  Zion,  our  •be- 
loved brethren  and  brave  countrymen  are  standing  amid  the 
fire  and  thunder  of  battle.  One  and  another  message  has  come 
to  us  from  the  field  of  deadly  strife,  filling  our  minds  with  the 
deepest  solicitude,  urging  us  to  more  earnest  and  united  prayer, 
and  inspiring  us  with  profound  gratitude  to  God  for  the  repeat- 
ed repulses  of  our  insolent  and  cruel  foe. 

We  had  fondly  hoped  to  be  able,  at  this  hour,  to  rejoice  with 
you  in  the  termination  of  a  long  series  of  hostilities,  and  in  the 
return  of  the  blessings  of  peace  to  our  distracted  borders ;  but 
our  enemies  have  evinced  a  settled  determination  to  prosecute 
their  enterprises  of  guilt  and  horror,  in  the  face  of  all  the  dis- 
astrous consequences  which  must  ensue  from  this  insane  attempt 
to  subjugate  and  destroy  us.  But  he  that  sitteih  in  the  heavens 
shall  laugh  ;  the  Lord  shall  hold  them  in  derision.  What  they 
have  meant  for  evil,  God  intends  for  good. 

We  accept  this  awful  scourge  as  a  wise  and  wholesome  chas- 
tisement for  our  manifold  sins  and  provocations.  All  the  dark 
dispensations  of  God  are  designed  to  exalt  the  Redeemer  in  the 
eyes  of  an  adoring  universe,  and  to  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar 
people  zealous  of  good  works.  These  severe  and  startling  retri- 
butions have  not  yet  reached  the  full  measure  of  our  iniquities 
— for  in  righteousness  he  doth  judge  and  make  war. 

The  Narratives  of  the  various  Presbyteries  in  connection 
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with  the  General  Assembly  are  filled  with  facts  which  inspire 
us  with  sentiments  of  sorrow  and  of  joy.  They  tell  us  of  the  ter- 
rible persecutions  of  our  people  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
which  have  been  visited  by  the  invading  foe — they  speak  in 
tones  of  sadness  of  many  of  our  beautiful  sanctuaries  which 
have  been  converted  into  dens  of  thieves— of  the  exile  of  pas- 
tors and  their  flocks  for  conscience'  sake — of  the  loss  of  large 
numbers  of  our  noblest  and  best  young  men  who  have  been 
slain  in  battle — and  of  the  numerous  households  which  are 
weeping  over  their  martyred  dead.  The  Assembly  would  as- 
sure these  bereaved  and  suffering  brethren  of  its  warmest  sym- 
pathies, and  invoke  for  them  the  richest  blessings  of  heaven. 

Numbers  of  our  churches  are  mourning  over  their  spiritual 
declensions.  Frequent  violations  of  the  Sabbath,  criminal  neg- 
lect of  the  spiritual  culture  of  the  young,  deep  despondency  un- 
der the  merited  chastisements  of  Providence,  and  the  abound- 
ing iniquit}^  of  extortion,  are  some  of  the  evils  reported  and 
deplored.  These  sins,  which  have  provoked  the  dreadful  j udg- 
ments  of  God,  it  becomes  us  to  bewail  in  dust  and  ashes.  This 
is  not  the  time  to  palliate  or  conceal  our  personal  and  national 
offences,  when  the  solemn  providences  which  are  occurring 
around  us  call  us  loudly  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  to  deprecate 
the  divine  wrath,  andsto  supplicate  the  divine  favor  and  for- 
giveness. 

But  we  have  been  furnished  with  another  class  of  facts  which 
are  of  the  most  refreshing  and  cheering  character.  The  Bride, 
the  Lamb's  wife,  still  shines  forth 'with  celestial  beauty  and 
brightness  in  the  midst  of  surrounding  darkness.  The  divine 
life  of  the  Church  is  being  developed  in  the  various  ways  which 
we  will  now  proceed  to  indicate  : 

1.  In  a  sincere  and  growing  love  for  the  pure  doctrines  of  the 
Word  of  God.  The  peculiarities  of  the  times  have  not  tempted 
our  ministers  to  yield  to  the  seductive  influences  of  fanaticism, 
nor  our  members  to  seek  any  new  substitutes  for  the  Gospel. 
Jesus  and  the  Resurrection  is  the  great  theme  of  our  pulpits,  and 
the  peculiar  hope  and  consolation  of  our  people.  This  increas- 
ing attachment  for  our  divine  system  of  doctrines  and  govern- 
ment opens  up  a  brighter  career  to  this  branch  of  the  great  fami- 
ly of  God. 

2.  The  extraordinary  prevalence  of  the  spirit  of  prayer  is 
another  proof  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  churches. 
The  voice  of  supplication,  intercession,  and  thanksgiving  is  as- 
cending to  the  skies  as  the  voice  of  a  great  multitude,  and  as  the 
voice  of  many  waters.  These  frequent  and  fervent  prayers  have 
been  heard  in  heaven,  and  are  answered  in  the  gracious  revivals 
which  have  blessed  a  number  of  our  churches,  and  in  the  hope- 
ful conversion  of  thousands  of  our  brave  soldiers.  The  won- 
derful work  of  grace  in  our  armies  presents  the  strongest  en- 
couragement to  the  praying  people  at  home,  and  has  placed  the 
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seal  of  the  divine  approbation  upon  oar  righteous  cause.  Our 
hearts  have  been  thrilled  as  our  attention  has  been  turned  to  the 
triumphs  of  the  Spirit  in  the  camp  and  field.  We  have  no  words 
to  express  the  depth  and  ardor  of  our  gratitude  to  God  for  his 
marvellous  mercy  to  our  country's  defenders. 

3.  The  law  of  Christian  liberality  is  in  healthful  and  vigorous 
operation  among  us.  Our  benevolent  contributions  have  never 
been  so  large  and  cheerful.  An  inflated  currency  accounts  but 
in  part  for  the  abundance  of  the  gifts  which  have  been  laid  on 
the  altar  of  liberty  and  religion.  The  principles  which  under- 
lie this  department  of  Christian  duty  have  been  clearly  devel- 
oped in  our  church  courts  and  pulpits,  and  we  are  reaping  the 
glorious  fruits  of  these  divine  teachings. 

So  long  as  the  minds  of  our  people  are  pervaded  with  the 
doctrine  that  alms-giving  is  an  office  of  Christian  worship  and 
an  evidence  of  personal  piety,  there  will  be  no  lack  in  the  treas- 
ury of  the  Lord. 

4.  We  have  the  most  cheering  accounts  of  a  wider  diffusion 
of  the  spirit  of  brotherly-love  throughout  our  borders.  Old 
divisions  have  been  healed,  and  the  bonds  of  Christian  commu- 
nion have  been  strengthened  by  the  pressure  from  without. 
These  free  and  beautiful  expressions  of  Christian  charity  and 
affection  are  attracting  the  various  branches  of  the  Presbyteri- 
an family  into  closer  relations,  and  are  preparing  the  way  for  a 
more  perfect  union  of  all  those  of  like  faith  and  order.  Under 
the  impulse  of  this  divine  principle  our  people  fail  not  to  pray 
for  their  enemies — that  God  would  convert  them  from  the  error 
of  their  ways,  and  lead  them  into  the  paths  of  righteousness 
and  peace. 

The  fraternal  feelings  which  have  signalized  the  present  ses- 
sions of  the  Assembly  have  filled  our  hearts  with  holy  joy,  and 
have  served  as  an  earnest  of  better  things  to  come.  We  have 
all  practically  felt  the  force  of  the  beautiful  exclamation  of  the 
Psalmist :  Behold,  how  good  and  hoio  pleasant  a  thing  it  is  for  breth- 
ren to  dwell  together  in  unity. 

5.  The  reports  of  all  the  Presbyteries  indicate  an  increasing 
interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  our  colored  population.  The 
long-continued  agitations  of  our  adversaries  have  wrought  with- 
in us  a  deeper  conviction  of  the  divine  appointment  of  domestic 
servitude,  and  have  led  to  a  clearer  comprehension  of  thedutieB 
we  owe  to  the  African  race.  We  hesitate  not  to  affirm  that  it  is 
the  peculiar  mission  of  the  Southern  Church  to  conserve  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery,  and  to  make  it  a  blessing  both  to  master 
and  slave. 

We  could  not,  if  we  would,  yield  up  these  four  millions  of  im- 
mortal beings  to  the  dictates  of  fanaticism  and  to  the  menaces 
of  military  power.  We  distinctly  recognize  the  inscrutable 
providence  which  brought  this  benighted  people  into  our  midst, 
and  we  shall  feel  that  we  have  not  discharged  our  solemn  trust. 
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until  we  have  used  every  effort  to  bring  them  under  the  saving 
influences  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

Finally,  we  find  no  cause  for  discouragement,  but  many  in- 
centives to  renewed  diligence  and  zeal.  We  would,  therefore, 
exhort  our  ministers  and  people  to  be  up  and  doing,  under  the 
abundant  manifestations  of  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Spirit. 

Let  our  ministers  preach  the  Tford,  be  instant  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long-suffering  and 
doctrine. 

And  let  our  people  abound,  in  faith  and  prayer,  in  liberality 
and  holy  living. 

Let  Zion  arise  and  shine,  and  put  on  her  beautiful  garments,  until 
her  walls  become  salvation,  and  her  gates  praise. 

"Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and  to 
present  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with  ex- 
ceeding joy — to  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and 
majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever.     Amen." 

JOHN  S.  WILSON,  Moderator. 


BEPOKT   OP   THE   BOAED    OF   LIEECTOES    OF  THE 
THEOLOGICAL  SEM1NAEY  AT  COLUMBIA. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  submits  the  following  re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  Seminary  to  the  General  Assembly  : 

Two  meetings  of  the  Board  have  been  held  since  the  last 
General  Assembly.  At  the  first  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
the  Seminary  on  the  second  day  of  September,  1863,  the  Board 
was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas  C.  Perrin,  Chair- 
man, and  the  Bev.  Samuel  H.  Hay,  Clerk.  At  this  meeting 
by-laws  were  adopted,  and  the  Investing  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed—the one  for  the  State  of  Georgia  consisting  of  J.  W" 
Davies  and  George  M.  Thew,  and  the  one  for  South  Carolina, 
John  A.  Crawford  and  J.  Leighton  Wilson.  The  second  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  Seminary,  commencing  the  second  of  May, 
instant,  and  continuing  until  the  evening  of  the  third.  At  this 
meeting  a  general  investigation  was  made  into  the  internal 
management  of  the  Seminary,  the  library,  buildings,  laws  and 
regulations,  and  the  finances. 

The  Board  regrets  to  have  to  report  that,  owing  to  the  pecu- 
liar state  of  the  country,  and  the  need  for  young  men  in  the  field, 
the  number  of  students  has  been  reduced  from  sixty-two,  the 
number  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  to  seven  the 
present  year.  Upon  the  return  of  peace  it  is  hoped  and  be- 
.lieved  that  the  former,  if  not  an  increased  number  of  candidates 
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for  the  Gospel  ministry,  may  be  found  seeking  knowledge  at 
this  long-established  School  of  the  Prophets,  and  that  the 
hearts  of  the  Professors  may  again  be  gladdened  by  the  evi- 
dences that  they  are  again  disseminating  to  a  large  number 
the  knowledge  of  sound  theology  and  Gospel  truth. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  two  of  the  Professors  of  the  Serai- 
nary,  on  important  committees  of  the  Assembly,  the  providen- 
tial disability  of  another  one,  and  the  very  small  number  of 
students  in  attendance,  the  Board  concluded  to  dispense  with 
the  annual  examination.  We  are  unable,  therefore,  to  make 
any  report  as  to  instruction  or  the  proficiency  of  the  students. 

The  Library. 

But  few  books  have  been  added  to  it  the  past  year.  It  is 
large  (consisting  of  about  eighteen  thousand  volumes),  well 
selected,  is  carefully  kept,  and  is  in  good  condition.  The  Board 
acknowledges  its  obligations  to  Dr.  Howe,  who  has  kindly  con- 
sented to  perform  the  duties  of  Librarian,  and  has  given  much 
of  his  time  to  them. 

The  Buildings. 

These  are  substantially  built  of  brick,  and  are  ample  for  the 
accommodation  of  at  least  fifty  students,  and  in  general  are  in 
good  order  and  condition,  needing  only  slight  repairs  for  their 
preservation. 

Finances. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Seminary  ai'e  in  a  sound  state.  In 
this  respect  the  Seminary  is  in  as  prosperous  a  condition  as 
could  be  desired.  It  is  out  of  debt.  The  funds  invested  consist 
of  the  following : 

For  the  South  Carolina  Professorship $41,450  00 

"  Georgia  "  40,500  00 

"  Third  "  41,289  87 

"  Fourth  "  45,060  00 

"  Perkins'  "  39,987  50 

The  Parkins'  fund  for  disabled  ministers ll>,000  00 

The  Perkins'  fund  for  education  of  pious 

young  men '..' 10,000  00 

The  contingent  fund 11,000  00 

Scholarships 20,736  66 


Whole  amount  of  funds  permanently  invested  $262,024  82 


nually;  the  fund  for  contingent  expenses  yields  an  interest  of 
$816,  annually;  and  the  Perkins'  donations  yield  an  annual  in- 
terest of  seven  hundred  dollars  for  each  object  of  the  bounty. 
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The  interest  arising  from  the.  scholarships  has  not  been  ex- 
pended, so  that  there  are  now  of  this  fund  temporarily  invested 
18,200. 

The  report  of  your  excellent  Treasurer,  Mr.  Andrew  Craw- 
ford; is  herewith  submitted  as  part  of  this  report,  which  will 
furnish  more  precise  and  minute  information  upon  this  subject. 
The  Treasurer  and  the  Investing  Committees  have  managed 
the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  institution  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner,  and  we  tender  them  the  thanks  of  the  Board  for  their 
valuable  services.  In  this  connection,  while  the  Board  sympa- 
thizes with  Mr.  Crawford  in  his  desire  to  be  relieved  from  the 
burdens  of  his  office,  we,  nevertheless,  recommend  his  appoint- 
ment by  the  Assembly.  ' 

Laws  and  Regulations. 

The  Board  respectfully  recommends  to  the  Assembly  some 
amendments  to  the  Constitution.  In  the  first  place,  attention  is 
called  to  the  second  section  and  first  article.  It  seems,  from 
this  article,  that  upon  the  appointment  of  new  Directors  the 
old  ones  go  out  of  office  before  the  organization.  This  would 
create  a  breach  in  the  connection  which  would  be  fatal  to  our 
chartered  rights.  There  is  no  provision  made  for  the  assem- 
bling of  the  new  members,  nor  any  time  specified  for  the  meet- 
ing. If  the  old  Board  ceases  to  exist  Upon  the  appointment  of 
the  new  one,  then  there  is  no  one  authorized  to  call  them 
together.  The  Board,  therefore,  recommend  that  this  article  of 
the  Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

"The  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the 
Assembly,  in  the  same  way  as  the  other  Executive  Committees 
of  the  body,  and  shall  meet  at  the  Seminary  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  June,  at  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,  subsequent  to  their 
appointment ;  the  old  members  shall  continue  in  office  till  this 
organization  is  completed." 

Amend  the  fourth  article  of  second  section  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: "The  Board,  after  its  .organization,  shall  meet  as  often 
as  it  may  be  called  together  by  the  chairman,  or  any  two  of  its 
members,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to  convene  it.  Five  mem- 
bers shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
It  may  enact  by-laws  for  its  government,  the  same  being  subject 
to  the  revisal  of  the  General  Assembly." 

Amend  article  one,  section  three — the  last  word  "them,"  to 
be  superseded  by  "the  Board." 

Amend  article  eleven,  section  three.  In  the  sentence  next  to 
the  last,  commencing  with  the  third  line  from  the  last,  strike 
out  to  the  period,  and  insert,  "  and  shall  report  in  writing  the 
state  of  the  Seminary  to  the  Assembly,  and  shall  also  submit 
the  same  to  the  Board  before  sending  it  up  to  the  Assembly." 

Amend  the  first  article,  fourth  section,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  of  their  talents,  piety,  and  prudence." 
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Amend  the  second  article,  fourth  section,  by  striking  out  the 
first  sentence,  and  begin  with  "  these  testimonials  being  satis- 
factory, they  shall  be  admitted,"  etc. 

Section  six  seems  to  be  a  restriction  on  the  students  in  their 
relation  to  Presbyteries  and  an  infringement  upon  the  consti- 
tutional rights  of  the  latter,  and,  in  the  judginent  of  the  Board, 
should  be  stricken  out  altogether,  and  it  is  so  recommer.ded. 

The  Constitution,  with  the  By-laws,  have  been  published  in 
pamphlet  form,  under  the  orders  of  the  Board,  and  one  hundred 
copies  thereof  are  herewith  transmitted  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly,  and  its  revision  of  the  By-laws.  Two 
alterations  in  the  ByJaws  have  been  made  since  their  publica- 
tion, to  wit:  The  fourth  By-law  is  changed  so  as  to  read,  "at 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  just  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly,  the  following  committees  shall  be  appointed, 
viz."  The  other,  under  the  sentence  headed  "  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,"  the,  word  financial  to  be  inserted  before 
f  state  of  the  Seminary." 

The  Board,  under  the  Constitution,  being  charged  with  the 
duty  of  reporting  to  the  Assembly  any  Professor  who  shall  be 
found  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  feel  that  they 
are  called  upon  to  report  that  the  venerable  Professor  of  Sacred 
Rhetoric  and  Pastoral  Theology  has  been  disabled,  by  the  hand 
of  God,  to  discharge  longer  his  duties.  It  is  with  pain,  but 
humility,  that  we  communicate  this  sad  intelligence  of  one  en- 
deared to  us  by  so  long  a  continuance  in  office.  Dr.  Leland 
has  devoted  the  prime  of  his  life  to  the  Seaninaiy.  He  has,  for 
about  thirty  years,  filled,  with  distinguished  ability,  his  profes- 
sional chair.  This  Board  sympathizes  with  him  in  the  great 
affliction  which  God,  in  his  providence,  has  brought  upon  him, 
and  do  recommend  to  the  Assembly  to  appoint  Dr.  Leland  pro- 
fessor emeritus,  and  that  for  the  time  being  he  receive  the  same 
salary  as  heretofore. 

The  Board  would  remind  your  body  that  the  last  General 
Assembly  filled  the  Professorship  of  Didactic  and  Polemic 
Theology  onry  until  the  next  Assembly. 

For  further  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  Seminary,  the 
Board  would  refer  to  its  Minutes,  which  are  herewith  submitted 
to  the  Assembly. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  C.  PEREIIsT.  Chairman. 


May  3,  1864. 


I 


REPORT  OF  THE  FACULTY  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY  AT  COLUMBIA. 

In  presenting   to   the   General   Assembly   our  first   annual 
report  as  a  Faculty,  we  lament,  as  one  of  the  fruits  of  this 
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cruel  war,  the  absence  of  those  young  men  who  have  felt  them- 
selves called  to  the  ministry.  At  the  commencement  of  these 
hostilities  the  number  of  oar  students  was  sixty-two.  They 
were  soon  summoned  from  this  quiet  retreat  to  bear  arms  in 
our  common  defence.  There  have  been  but  seven  students  in 
attendance  upon  our  instructions  during  the  past  academic 
year. 

IN   THE   SENIOR   CLASS. 

John  S.  Arbuthnot,  student  of  the  University  of  Louisiana, 
and  now  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston. 

Wra.  Plumer  Jacobs,  graduate  of  Charleston  College,  and 
licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston. 

IN   THE   MIDDLE   CLASS. 

Samuel  Edward  Chandler,  candidate  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony. 

Wallace  Howard  Stratton,  graduate  of  Oakland  College,  and 
candidate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston. 

J.  J.  Kennedy,  graduate  of  Davidson  College,  and  candidate 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord. 

IN   THE  JUNIOR   CLASS. 

A.  W  Gaston,  graduate  of  Emory  and  Henry  College,  Vir- 
ginia, and  candidate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cherokee. 

E.  L.  Smythe,  graduate  of  Oglethorpe  University,  and  can- 
didate of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony. 

These  students  have  all  been  exempted  from  military  duty  : 
one  (until  the  law  allowing  substitutes  was  repealed)  by  pro- 
curing a  substitute,  that  he  might  finish  his  studies  for  the 
ministry ;  the  rest  on  the  ground  of  physical  infirmity,  or 
because  employed  as  licentiates  in  the  stated  supply  of  some 
destitute  church. 

Of  those  who  were  our  students  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  some  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  others  are  still 
bearing  arms  in  defence  of  their  country;  some  have  been 
licensed  by  their  Presbyteries,  and  are  ministering  in  divine 
things  as  opportunity  offers.  The  few  who  have  attended  upon 
our  instructions  the  past  year,  though  lacking  the  stimulus 
which  larger  numbers  would  give,  have  pursued  their  studies 
with  commendable  diligence,  and  two  of  them,  Mr.  J.  S.  Arbuth- 
not and  Mr.  Wm.  P  Jacobs,  have  received  the  certificates 
usually  given  at  the  completion  of  our  course. 

The  individual  reporter  of  the  several  Professors  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Department  of  Biblical  Literature.  George  Howe,  D.D.,  Pro- 
fessor. 

The  Junior  Class  consisting  this  year  but  of  two  members, 
and  they  present  only  portions  of  the  term,  the  full  course  of 


instruction  for  the  elAse  has  "not  been  w>mple1j|||jv;TJbe?i]»menta 
of  the  Hebrew  language;  *he  grammatical  reading  of.  the.He? 
ire*  Scriptures,  and  exegetical  exercises  in  the*four  Gospels  in 
<3reek,  have  occupied  'their  attention.  The  Senior  and  Middle 
Glasses  have  been  engaged  in  the  exegetical  study  of  the  Pro- 
phecies of  Zechariah  and  Ezekiel  in  Hebrew,  and  of  the  Epis- 
tle'to  the  Hebrews  in  Greek.  A  course  of  lectures  in  Biblical 
Criticism  has  been  delivered  to  the  three  elasses  combined. 

Department  of  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theology.  B.  M.  Palivjek, 
.t>,D.,  Provisional  Professor. 
•  ^Occupying  the  chair  of  Theology  only  provisionally,"  says 
Dr.  Palmer,  "I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  depart  from  .the 
BSfethod  of  instruction  pursued  by  my  predecessor — which  was 
to  .combine  the  two  upper  classes,  and  to  carry  them  over  the 
entire  course  in  two  years.  During  the  past  two  sessions,  these 
classes  have  been  conducted,  accordingly,  through  the  whole  of 
Theology,  extending,  the  last  year,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
application  of  the  scheme  of  Redemption.  The  leading  text- 
book has  &fien  the  Institutes  of  Calvin — the  students  beifi§ 
required  to  examine,  in  connection  with  it,  the  works  of  Turre- 
tin,  of  Principal  Hill,  and  of  Dick,  and  free  use  also  of  Hodge's 
Outline  of  Theology,  which  has  been  very  profitable  in  map- 
ping out  the  special  topics  for  investigation.  The  manuscript 
lectures  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  being  fortunately  in  my  possession, 
have  also  been  read  to  the 'classes,  and  enlarged  upon  in  oral 
explanation.  These,  with  partial  lectures  of  my  own,  on  topics 
not  embraced  within  the  scheme  of  Dr.  Thornwell,  have  supple- 
mented the  course  of  instruction  in  this  department. 

"  The  lectures  delivered  last  year,  on  the  Evidences,  have 
not  been  repeated  this  year,  owing  simply  to  the  fact  that  th# 
Junior  Class  has,  at  no  period  of  the  year,  been  exactly  organ- 
ized, and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  only  permanent  member  of 
this  class  has  been  disabled  by  physical  infirmity  from  the  full 
prosecution  of  his  studies.  $o  class  has,  however,  been  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  Seminary  without  going  carefully  through 
this  branch  of  theological  training,  and  the  deficiency  of  the 
past  year  may  easily  be  retrieved  by  a  combination  of  the 
classes  during  the  next  session. 

Department  of  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Church  Polity.  J.  B. 
Adger,  D.D.,  Professor.  ,f 

"  My  report^rhis  year,"  says  Dr.  Adger,  "  divides  itself;  into 
two  parts:  first,  of  the  classes;  and  secondly,  of  myself. 

"  First,  of  the  Glasses.  I  would  say  that,  though  small,  they 
have  evinced,  on  the  whole,, as  much  interest  in  their  studies, 
and  have  made  as  good  proficiency,  as  has  been  usual  in  the 
more  %urishing  times  of  the  institution.  I  have  carried  each  of 
the  classes  over  as  much  ground  as  in  any  preceding  year,  and* 
1  hope,  as  thoroughly.  Xhe  ijunior  Class  has.  been,  in  faet>  tw9 
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classes,  though,  alas !  having  each  of  them  but  one  member.  The 
first  junior  class  left  us  for  the  army  %yhen  he  had  about  half  com- 
pleted the  text-book  hitherto  used.  The  other  commenced  the 
text-book  when  the  session  was  nearly  half  gone.  But  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  going  with  him  nearly  as  far  through  the  course 
as  any  previous  class  has  passed.  This  resulted  from  my  doub- 
ling this  year  the  number  of  meetings  with  the  juniors.  I  had 
designed  carrying  them  this  year  not  only -through  Kurtz's 
Manual  of  Sacred  History,  but  also  through  the  chief  parts  of 
Eillen's  Ancient  Church.  Had  a  regularly  organized  class 
existed  from  the  beginning  of  the  term,  I  think  this  desirable 
end  might  have  been  attained. 

"  Secondly,  of  myself.  1  took  counsel  of  the  Board  and  of  the 
Presbytery  to  which  I  belong,  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
my  complying  with  an  invitation  from  the  church  of  Pendle- 
ton (bereaved  by  the  death  of  their  pastor,  Dr.  McBryde)  to 
supply  them  with  preaching  during  the  war.  I  received  En- 
couragement from  both  these  bodies,  and  had  also  the  clear 
sanction  of  my  own  conscience  in  complying  with  the  request. 
I  could  not  refuse  to  preach  the  Gospel  when  urged  to  do  so, 
when  the  destitutions  were  so  great  and  generalj  and  when  I 
was  satisfied  that  I  could  do  my  duty  to  my  classes  in  addition 
to  this  labor  for  the  Church.  I  have,  accordingly,  been  with 
my  classes  every  alternate  week,  bringing  all  the  recitations 
and  lectures  of  my  usual  course  for  a  fortnight  into  the  com- 
,  pass  of  that  week,  and  so  carrying  on  my  instructions  as  far 
and  as  thoroughly  as  I  have  ever  been  able  to  do.  I  am 
anxious  to  receive  specific  directions  from  the  Assembly  for 
the  ensuing  year,  in  case  of  the  continuance  of  the  war." 

*   Department  of  Sacred  Rhetoric  and  Pastoral  Theology*.    A.  W 
Leland,  D.D.,  Professor. 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  has  been  laid  heavily  upon  our  vener- 
able colleague,  the  Eev.  Dr.  Leland,  who  has  been  disabled  for 
some  months  past;  by  a  sudden  stroke  of  paralysis,  from  attend- 
ing to  his  official  labors.  His  colleagues,  sympathizing  deeply 
with  him  in  this  great  affliction,  have  shared  among  themselves 
the  duties  of  his  chair,  as  far  as  our  present  circumstances  have 
seemed  to  demand. 

Department  of  Natural  Science  in  connection  with  Revelation. 
Rev.  James  Woodrow,  Ph.D.,  M.D.,  Perkins  Professor. 

"  During  the  past  academic  year,"  Dr.  "Woodrow  "  has  lectured 
twice  a  week  to  the  Middle  Class  and  once  a  week  to  the  Senior 
Class.  The  subjects  discussed  before  the  Middle  Class  were: 
1.  The  leading  principles  of  Geology,  Paleontology,  and  other 
branches  of  Natural  History,  as  far  as  these  have  any  real  or 
supposed  connection  with  Revelation/  2.  A  critical  examina- 
tion of  the  biblical  record  of  creation,  the  introduction  of 
death  into  the  world,  and  the  extent  of  the  Noachian  deluge  -r 
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and,  3.  A  comparison  of  the  results  reached  by  these  indepen- 
dent investigations.  The  question  of  the  Unity  of  the  Human 
Eace  was  discussed  before  the  Senior  Class  in  a  similar  man- 
ner." 

By  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  one  wing  of  the 
seminary  buildings,  Law  Hall,  has  been  occupied  by  refugees 
driven  jrom  their  homes  by  the  fortunes  of  war ;  and  such  have 
been  the  urgent  necessities  of  this  class  of  sufferers,  we  have 
felt  ourselves  compelled  to  allow  the  occupation  of  other  por- 
tions of  the  buildings  not  absolutely  required  by  us. 

In  conclusion,  we  hope  we  shall  not  be  regarded  as  tran- 
scending the  bounds  of  propriety  in  offering  to  share  among 
ourselves  the  duties  of  our  venerable  and  afflicted  colleague, 
the  Professor  of  Sacred  lihetoric  and  Pastoral  Theology,  if  the 
General  Assembly  shall  so  appoint. 

The  Faculty  would  further  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Assem- 
bly that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Palmer  as  Provisional  Profes- 
sor of  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theology  expires  at  this  meeting. 

In  behalf  of  the  Faculty, 

GEO.  HOWF,,  Chairman. 

Theological  Seminary,  Columbia,  April  29,  1864. 


302 


REPORT   OF 


[Appendix, 


EEPOKT  OF  TREASURER  OF   THE   THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

Andrew  Crawford,  treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
1S64.  ,  DR.  Cb. 


By  balance  due  Treasurer,  per  account  May  2, 1863 

By  salaries  of  Drs.  Howe,  Leland,  and  Adger  to  1st  of  April,  1864 

By  5  eight  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  invested  South  Carolina  ProfeS' 
sorship 

By  IS  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  invested  South  Carolina  Profes- 
sorship  ; 

By  7  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  invested  Third  Professorship 

By  11  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  invested  Georgia  Professorship, 

By  7  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  contingent  fund 

By  Express  Company,  $20  00;  Prince,  whitewashing,  $12  00;  Bill  Home's 
work,  $60  75 

By  insurance  on  library  and  buildings,  $450  00  ;  postage  and  paper,  $3  00 

By  Dr.  Howe  for  repairs,  $28  29  ;  blank  book  binding,  $25  00 

By  interest  on  Nephew  scholarship  carried  to.  Education  account 

To  Miss  Martha  Bradley's  legacy  and  interest 

To  amount  from  Bull  legacy  account,  $5,755  44 ;  Dr.  Howe  for  room  rent, 
$1,376  80 , 

To  amount  received  for  the  Thornwell  house 

To  dividends  on  202  shares  Commercial  Bank,  South  Carolina  Professor- 


ship.. 


To  dividends  on  80  shares  Bank  of  Charleston,  old,  and  9  shares  new,  South 
Carolina  Professorship 

To  dividends  on  52  shares  Exchange  Bank  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina 
Professorship 

To  dividends  on  100  shares  Columbia  Bridge,  South  Carolina  Professorship 

To  dividends  on  5  shares  Planters'  Bank,  Savannah,  South  Carolina  Pro- 
fessorship   , 

To  dividends  on  26  shares  Farmers'  aud  Exchange  Bank,  South  Carolina 
Professorship  

To  interest  on  $2,300  00  Confederate  Bonds  and  Scrip,  8  per  cent.,  South 
Carolina  Professorship 

Toimerest  on  $9,300  00  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  South  Caro- 
lina Professorship 

To  J.  R.  Wilson's  bond  of  $2,000  00,  South  Carolina  Professorship 

To  dividends  on  297  shares  Commercial  Bank,  Third  Professorship 

To  dividends  on  82  shares  new  stock  Bank  of  Charleston,  Third  Profes- 
sorship  

To  dividends  on  256  shares  Bank  of  Camden,  Third  Professorship 

*To  interest  on  3  bonds  Greenville  and  Columbia  Railroad,  6  months, 
Third  Professorship 

*  To  interest  on  4  Bonds  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  Railroad,  $70  00; 
premiums,  $9  80 

To  interest  on  John  and  Harriet  English's  bond,  premiums 

To  interest  on  $5,500  00  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  $31  76,  pre- 
miums  

To  George  M.  Thew,  agent,  interest  on  Georgia  premiums 

To  interest  on  $10,000  00  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  premiums... 

By  balauce  due  by  Treasurer 


1,320  84 

7,132  24 
20,050  00 

4,242  00 

1,774  50 

312  00 
1,060  00 

110  70 

61  75 

124  96 

314  IS 
140  00 

6,237  00 

336  00 
1,536  00 

52  50 

79  80 
420  00 

174  60 

2,805  16 

315  19 


$48,589  42  $48,589  42 


$2,666  94 
7,500  00 

2,100.00 

10,368  33 
6,530  00 

11,030  00 
7,000  00 

92  75 
453  00 

53  29 
175  00 


620  11 


*  January  interest  not  collected  on  Greenville  and  Columbia  Railroad  Bonds,  or  Charlotte 
Railroad  Bonds. 

Errors  excepted. 


Columbia,  May  2, 1864. 


ANDREW  CRAWFORD,  Treasurer. 
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Andrew  Cratoford,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Theological  Setti)iary  of  the  Synod 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia — Fourth  Professorship. 


18M. 


Dr. 


Ob. 


To  balance  due  by  Treasurer,  per  account  May  2, 1863 

To  amount  returned  payment  on  Dr.  Smith's  bond 

To  interest  on  the  above,  two  years  and  six  months 

Ho  K.  Anderson's  note  and  interest,  $30  00;  T.  C.  Harrison's  note  and 

Interest,  $128  00 

To  dividends  213  shares  People's  Bank,  $4,311  00;  32  shares  Bank  of 

Georgetown,  $112  00 

To  dividends  254  shares  Farmers'  and  Exchange  Bank,  $603  25;  15  shares 

Telegraph  Stock,  $45  00 

To  interest  on  6  City  of  Savannah  Bonds,*  $175  00;  11  Bonds  State  of 

South  Carolina;  $330  00 

To  interest  on  1  eight  per  cent.  Confederate  Bond,  $87  79 ;  premium  on 

above  17  bonds,  $40  49 .". 

To  interest  on  $5,500  7  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  $192  50;  interest  on 

$8,000  Mobile  Bonds,  $320  00 

To  premiuin  on  Coupons  of  City  of  Mobile 

To  Bull  legacy  account 

By  1  eight  per  cent.  Confederate  Bond",  $1,000  00,  and  interest,  $35  54 

BJE  J.  Q.  Porter,  $58  31;  E.  M.  Green,  $33  32;  H.  E.  Scott,  insurance. 

$12  50 

By  Dr.  Palmer's  salary  in  full  to  1st  of  April,  1864 

By  amount  invested  in  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds 

To  balance  due  Treasurer. 


$1,082  01 

1,000  00 

175  00 

158  00 

4.423  00 

648  25 

505  00 

12S  19 

512  50 

25  60 

1,022  78 


1,808  44 


$1,035  54 

104  13 
2,758  08" 
7,600  00 


$11,489  67  $11,489  67 


♦The  January  interest  has  not  beau  collected  on  Bonds  of  City  of  Savannah,  State  of  South 
Carolina,  and  City  of  Mobile.  „ 


Andrew  Crawford,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Theological  Seminar)/ — Perkins'  Pro- 
fessorship. 
1864.  Dr.  Cb. 


To  balance  due  by  Treasurer,  per  account  May  2, 1863 

To  Judge  Perkins'  donation , 

To  interest  on  six  per  cent.  Bonds  exchanged  for  seven  per  cent.  Bonds.. 
To  interest  on  $30,000  00  City  of  Mobilu  Bonds,*  $1,200  00 ;  premium  on 

Coupons,  $96  00 •• 

To  interest  on  $10,000  00  seven  per  cent  Confederate  Bonds 

By  Professor  Woodrow's  salary  to  1st  of  April,  1864 

By  amount  invested  in  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds '. 

To  balance  due  Treasurer 


$    450  00 

10,000  00 
412  60 

l;296  00 
350  00 


491  40 


3,000  00 
$10,000  0^ 


$13,000  00  $13,000  00 


1  January  interest  not  collected  on  Mobile  Bonds. 


Andrew  Crawford,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Theological  Seminary — library  Fund. 
1864.  Dr.  Cb. 


To  amount  collected  by  Dr.  Adger,  agent 

To  D.  Wheeler,  Mobile,  Alabama,  through  Rev.  A.  A.  Portor 

To  Cheraw  Church,  $99  50;  Concord  Church,  $5,  through  Dr.  Howe 

To  a  lady,  through  Dr.  Adger,  $50;  interest  on  $2,000  00  seven  per  cent. 

Confederate  Bonds,  $63  52 

By  amount  invested  in  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds 

By  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 


$1,894  10 
126  00 
104  50 

113  M 


$2,000  00 
238  12 


$2,238  12    $2,238  12 


Errors  excepted. 
Columbia,  May  2, 1864. 


ANDREW  CRAWFORD,  Treasurer. 
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Statement  of  investments  for  Theological  Seminary  of  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and 

Georgia.     1864. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  PROFESSORSHIP. 

202  shares  Commercial  Bank  of  Columbia,  $5,050  00;  80  shares  Bank  of  Charleston, 

$8,000  00 $13,050  00 

32  shares  Exchange  Bank  of  Columbia,  $1,300  00 ;  9  shares  Bank  of  Charleston, 

new,$450  00 * 1,750  00 

26  shares  Farmers  and  Exchange  Bank  of  Charleston,  $650  00 ;  100  shares  Colum- 
bia Bridge,  $10,000  00 10,650  00 

J.  R.  Wilson's  bond,  $2,000  00 ;  2  Bonds  Spartanburg  and  Union  Railroad,  $500  00 

each— $1,000  00 3,000  00 

5  shares  Planters  Bank  of  Savannah,  for  which  I  have  never  received  a  certificate  ..  400  00 

2certificates  Transfer  Stock  Confederate  States,  $100  00 200  00 

5  eight  per  cent.  Bonds,  $2,100  00 ;  13  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  $10,300  00      *2,400  00 


$41,450  00 


THIRD  PROFESSORSHIP. 


256  shares  Bank  of  Camden,  $12,975  54;  297  shares  Commercial  Bank,  Columbia, 

$8,613  00 $21,588  54 

32  shares  Bank  of  Charleston,  new,  $1,368  00;  33%  shares  Farmers  and  Planters 

Bank,  Baltimore,  $833  33 •. 2,201  33 

4  Bonds  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  Railroad,  $2,000  00 ;  6  Bonds  Greenville  and 

Columbia  Railroad,  $3,000  00 5,000  00 

Note  of  John  and  Harriet  English .' 6,000  00 

7  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds 6,500  00 


$41,289  87 


FOURTH  PROFESSORSHIP. 


32  shares  Bank  of  Georgetown,  $896  00;  213  shares  People's  Bank  of  Charleston, 

$5,609  50 6,505  50 

11  Bonds  State  of  South  Carolina,  $10,172  50:  6  Bonds  City  of  Savannah,  $4,325  00       14,497  50 
15  shares  Washington  and  New  Orleans  Telegraph,  $750  00;  254  shares  Farmers' 

and  Exchange  Bank  of  Charleston,  $6,826  25 .' 7.576  25 

8  eight  per  cent.  Bonds  City  of  Mobile 7,981  54 

1  eight  per  cent.  Confederate  Bond,  81,000  00;  8  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds, 

$7,500  00 '.         8,500  00 


$45,060  79 


GEORGIA  PROFESSORSHIP. 


Reported  last  year  by  investing  agents $29,500  00 

11  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds  bought  by  Treasurer 11,000  00 


$40,500  00 

PERKINS'  PROFESSORSHIP. 

$30,000  00  eight  per  cent.  Bonds  of  City  of  Mobile $29,9a7  50 

10  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds 10,000  00 


$39,987  50 
LIBRARY  FUND. 
2  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds $2,000  00 

PERKINS'  FUND  FOR   DISABLED  MINISTERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES 
10  seven  percent.  Confederate  Bonds $10,000  00 

PERKINS'  FUND  FOR  EDUCATING  PIOUS  YOUNG  MEN  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 
10  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds $10,000  00 

CONTINGENT  FUND. 

7  seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  $7,000  00;  4  eight  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds, 

$4,000  00 $11,000  00 

SCHOLARSHIPS. 

50  shares  Bank  of  South  Carolina;  Lanneau $2,250  00 

44  shares  Union  Bank  of  South  Carolina;  Congregational  and  Presbyterian 2.200  00 

100  shares  People's  Bank  of  Charleston ;  Telfair  Timothy 2,500  00 

92  shares  Commercial  Bank  of  Columbia;  Jos.  Ellison , 2,495  00 
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20  shares  Booth  Carolina  Railroad  and  Bank;  Fabien ..; 2,500  00. 

Invosted  in  Georgia,  mode  not  known;  Nephew :..'.'.; 2,500  00 

2  BpndaGSty  of  Mobile,  $2,050  00;  4  Confederate  States  Bonds,  $250  00;  Douglas...  2,300  00 

66?£  shares  Farmers  and  Planters  Bank  of  Baltimore ;  Blair  legacy 1,666 H? 

33%  shares  Farmers  and  Planters  Bank  of  Baltimore,  new  stock.. 825  00 

20  share*  Farmers  and  Exchange  Bank  of  Charleston,  $500  00;  20  shares  South 

Carolina  Railroad,  new,  $1,000  00 1.500  00 

8 seven  per  cent.  Confederate  Bonds,  $8,000  00;  2  7.30  interest  notes,  $200  00 8^200  00 

Errore  excepted.  $28,936  07 
i     ,    •  »                                                                  .            ANDREW  CRAWFORD,  Trtasurer. 
Colunibia,  &  C,  May  2, 18G4. 
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THIED  ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  THE  PUBLICATION 
COMMITTEE  TO  THE  GENEBAL  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE 
PBESBYTEEIAN  CHUECH  IN  THE  CONFEDEEATE 
STATES. 

The  Publication  Committee  respectfully  repoi*t  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  that  they  have  endeavored  faithfully  to  carry 
out  the  instructions  of  the  last  Assembly  in  regard  to  more  ex- 
tended operations,  and  particularly  with  reference  to  the  army. 
All  has  not  been  accomplished  which  was  desired;  but, in  con- 
sideration of  the  many  and  serious  difficulties  encountered,  the 
cpmmittee  feel  thankful*that  so  much  has  been  done.  * 

The  present  Secretary,  after  his  election  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, returned  to  Montgomeiy,  Ala.,  the  then  seat  of  opera* 
tions  of  the  Committee  of  Domestic  Missions,  and,  after  wind- 
ing up  its  business  so  far  as  his  duties  as  its  Secretary  were 
concerned,  repaired  to  Eichmond,  reaching  this  city  about  the 
middle  of  June,  1863.  The  Publication  Committee  being  then 
engaged  in  removing  into  more  commodious  quarters,  it  was 
not- practicable  to  get  fairly  to  work  before  the  first  of  July — 
so  that  the  actual  period  of  operations  included  in  this  report 
can  not  properly  be  considered  as  embracing  much  over  nine 
months,  though  it  ostensibly  covers  eleven  months.  The  neces- 
sity for  closing  up  the  fiscal  year  in  time  to  secure  the  data  fot, 
the  annual  report  to  the  Assembly,  has  induced  the  committee 
to  fix  the  thirty-first  day  of  March  as  the  terminus  of  their 
year,  and  hereafter  the  report  will  cover  twelve  months  from 
April  1st. 

Our  own  Publications. 

None  but  those  actually  engaged  in  publishing  can  fully  ap- 
preciate the  difficulties  with  which  it  is  attended  in  the  present 
condition  of  things  in  our  Confederacy.  At  first  our  supply  of 
type  was  inadequate;  this  we,  were  enabled  to  remedy,  after 
some  months,  by  a  further  purchase,  and  on  very  favorable 
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terms.  But  the  difficulties  in  procuring  paper  have  been  con- 
stant and  most  embarrassing.  Applications  to  paper-mills  in 
Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  in  Virginia,  though 
uro-ed  in  our  behalf  by  friends  in  their  vicinity,  have  often  been, 
indeed  most  frequently,  entirely  unsuccessful;  and  even  when 
this  was  not  the  case,  the  supplies  were  so  limited  as  but  par- 
tially to  meet  immediate  wants,  and  then  to  leave  us  to  fresh 
difficulties  and  delays.  Similar  embarrassments  have  been  en- 
countered as  to  press-work.  Though  the  type  was  set  up  in 
Our  own  office,  we  have  been  dependent  on  the  power-presses 
of  the  city  to  do  the  printing,  and  these  were  often  preoccu- 
pied— so  that,  not  unfrequently,  the  forms  have  been  kept 
standing  for  weeks  before  they  could  be  worked  off.  During 
the  sessions  of  Congress  and  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  in 
Richmond,  these  embarrassments  became  so  great  that  we  ap- 
plied to  printers  in  other  parts  of  the  Confederacy,  but  without 
success.  The  committee  have  done  the  best  that  was  practi- 
cable in  the  circumstances. 

The  G-eneral  Assembly  having  authorized  the  appointment  of 
a  Publishing  Agent,  the  committee  selected  for  that  office  Mr. 
Wm.  D.  Cooke,  who  had  already  been  rendering  valuable  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Cooke's  practical  acquaintance  with  both  printing 
and  binding  rendered  him  particularly  adapted  to  this  work, 
and  the  committee  consider  themselves  favored  in  securing  the 
benefit  of  his  experience.  The  superintendence  of  printing, 
the  purchase  of  paper,  getting* out  and  mailing  the  Children's 
Friend,  and  Soldier's  Visitor,  with  attendance  in  the  Depository, 
and  sending  off  the  numerous  parcels  of  books  and  tracts  dis- 
tributed, have  given  full  employment  for  his  time. 

The  subjoined  report  of  the  Publishing  Agent  will  show  the 
r.  umber  and  amount  of  pages  of  the  publications,  nearly  all  of 
which  have  been  put  in  circulation. 

Publications  of  the  Presbyterian  Publication  Committee  from  May 
1,  1863,  to  March  31,  1864. 


No;  or 

TttACTS. 


Names  of  Tracts. 

A  Call  to  Prayer 

Barry,  the  Soldier 

Past  Feeling 

I  Can't  make  Myself  Different  . . . 

Plain  Speaking 

The  Wounded,  or  a  Time  to  Think 

Simplicity  of  Faith 

The  Tongue .' 

Within  and  Without 

Sir  Henry  Havelook 

Happy  Jack 

The  Swearer's  Prayer 

Poor  Joseph 

What  Must  I  do  to  be  Saved  ? 

Be  Ye  also  Ready 


No.  OF 
Pages. 


No.  OF 
Copies 


Total  No. 
of  Pages. 


20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
SI 
32 
33 
34 


32 

6,000 

4 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

4 

5,000 

4 

5.000 

4 

5,000 

12 

5,000 

4 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

4 

5,000 

4 

5,000 

24 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

192,000 
20,000 
40,000 
40,000 
20,000 
20,000 
20,000 
60,000 
20,000 
40,000 
40,000 
20,000 
20,000 

120,000 
40,000 
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No.  OF  I 

Tracts. 


Names  of  Tracts. 


No.  OF 
Pages. 


No.  OF 
Copies. 


Total  No. 
of  Paqes. 


35 
30 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 


The  Way  to  Heaven 

A"True  Story  of  Lucknow 

George  Giles 

The  Dead  Soldier  of  Bomarsund.. . 
Jesus  Christ  has  Spoken  For  Me  . . . 

Death  of  a  Christian  Soldier 

The  Way  of  Salvation  Made  Plain  . 

Hearing  or  Hardening 

A  Mother's  Prayer  Answered 

Often  Warned *. 

Once  to  Die 

Sins  Going  Before  to  Judgment 


Total  number  of  pages  of  tracts  . 


8 

•  5,000 

8 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

4 

4,000 

4 

4,000 

8 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

8 

5,000 

12 

4,000 

8 

10,000 

8 

10,000 

12 

10,000 

Publications  not  numbered  as  Tracts. 


The  Christian  Soldier 

True  Courage  (first  edition) 

Memorial  of  Thornton 

Army  Hymn-book 

Wee  Davie 

True  Courage  (second  edition) 

"  Children's  Friend,"  148,000  copies,  equal  in  tracts  to 
"  Soldier's  Visitor,"  59,000  copies,  equal  in  tracts  to  . . 


16 
32 
24 
92 
56 
32 


3,000 
6,500 
8,400 
15,000 
4,000 
5,000 


Tracts  of  our  own  publication  as  above. 


Whole  number  of  pages  published  in  eleven  months 

Tracts  received  from  England 

Periodicals  received  from  England say. 


40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
16,000 
16,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
48,000 
80,000 
80,000 
120,000 

1,312,000 


48,000 

208,000 

201,000 

1,380,000 

224,000 

160,000 

3,S62,000 

3,336,750 


9,419,750 
1,312,000 


10,731,750 
1,494,000 
1,494,000 


13,719,750 


From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  twenty-six  tracts 
have  been  issued  since  the  last  l'eport,  making  the  whole  num- 
ber now  on  the  catalogue  forty-six.  This  is  exclusive  of  the 
publications  not  in  tract  form,  of  which  larger  editions  were 
issued  than  of  the  tracts.  The  total  number  of  pages  publish- 
ed, including  all  descriptions  of  publications,  since  the  last  re- 
port, is  ten  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty;  but  in  order  to  attain  a  correct  idea 
of  the  amount  put  in  circulation,  we  must  add  to  these,  two 
million  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  pages  received 
from  the  Religious  Tract  Society  of  London,  to  which  more 
particular  reference  will  be  made.  The  total  of  pages  from  the 
two  sources  amounts  to  thirteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
teen thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  Army  Hymn-book,  of  which  fifteen  thousand  have  been 
published,  is  a  collection  of  hymns  adapted  to  use  in  camps  and 
hospitals,  and  prepared  in  response  to  numerous  calls  from 
chaplains  and  others.  It  contains  eighty-two  hymns,  with  an 
appendix  of  six  others,  to  which  music  is-  attached — the  latter 
feature  being  added,  also,  to  meet  a  demand  from  the  army. 
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In  addition  to  the  tracts,  the  committee  have  been  enabled 
to  put  in  circulation,  almost  entirely  in  the  army,  fifteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  three  volumes,  obtained  from  the  Religious 
Tract  Society  of  London,  and  from  one  of  the  former  agents  of 
the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Publication— *-to  which  a  more  partic- 
ular reference  will  be  made.  It  is  proper  to  state  that,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  foregoing  as  "volumes,"  we  do  not  simply  mean 
books,  but  all  publications  of  larger  dimensions  than  the  ordi- 
nary tract. 

The  committee  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  both  the 
volumes  and  tracts  have  done  a  most  important  work  among 
our  soldiers.  During  the  revivals  with  which  it  has  pleased 
God  so  signally  to  favor  our  army,  religious  reading  was  sought 
for  with  an  eagerness  rarely  paralleled,  and  the  printed  page 
proved  a  most  important  coadjutor  of  the  chaplain  and  the  mis- 
sionary. Our  own  publications,  as  well  as  those  received  from 
abroad,  have  been  adapted  specially  to  the  soldier — many  of 
them  being  narratives,  and  all  of  them  setting  forth,  in  simple 
terms,  the  great  essential  truths  of  the  Gospel. 

The  Soldier's  Visitor. 

The  great  demand  for  newspapers  in  the  army  suggested  to 
the  committee  the  idea  of  issuing  a  sheet  in  that  form,  contain- 
ing tracts,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  thereby  secure  a  more 
general  reading  than  in  the  ordinary  shape.  In  carrying  out 
this  idea  it  was  considered  expedient  to  give  variety,  by  adding 
other  reading  matter  as  far  as  space  would  permit ;  and,  with 
these  two  features  combined,  a  monthly  paper,  called  The  Sol- 
dier's Visitor,  was  commenced  in  August  last,  and  has  been  regu- 
larly issued  since — the  enterprise  proving  in  all  respects  highly 
encouraging.  From  all  parts  of  the  army,  from  officers  and 
men,  as  well  as  chaplains,  the  most  gratifying  testimonials 
have  been  received  as  to  the  adaptation  of  the  Visitor  to  the  end 
in  view,  and  the  avidity  with  which  it  is  sought  for  and  read. 
Fifty-nine  thousand  copies  have  been  distributed.  The  present 
monthly  issue  is  about  eight  thousand,  with  the  demand  con- 
stantly increasing.  The  committee  regard  the  publication  of 
the  Visitor  as  among  the  most  gratifying  and  successful  items 
of  their  work. 

As  the  Visitor  was  primarily  designed  to  be  but  another  form 
of  issuing  tracts,  it  was  thought  best  to  circulate  it  in  the  army 
free  of  charge,  and  to  pay  its  expenses  from  the  general  fund 
supplied  by  the  contributions  of  the  Church ;  but  voluntary  do- 
nations have  been  made  specially  for  this  purpose,  sufficient 
nearly  to  defray  the  cost  of  publication. 

The  Children's  Friend. 

The  circulation  of  The  Children's  Friend,  the  committee  regret 
to  say,  has  diminished — the  present  edition  being  ntft  quite 
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eight  thousand,  whereas  at  the  last  report  it  was  nearly  ten 
thousand.     This  falling  off,  however,  we  are  gratified  to  believe, 
does  not  indicate  a  diminished  popularity  of  the  paper,  but  is 
owing  to  the  encroachments  of  the  enemy  upon  various  sections 
of  the  country  from  which,  in  the  aggregate,  we  were  receiving 
a  large  number  of  subscribers.     Letters   arriving  daily,  from 
children  as  well  as  Sabbath-school  teachers,  testify  to  the  ac- 
ceptability of  the  Friend ;  and  the  committee  believe  that  if  pas- 
tors and  Sabbath-school  teachers  would  exert  themselves  to  in- 
troduce it  into  schools  and  families,  the  circulation  could  readily 
be  doubled,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  times.     As  to  its 
mechanical  execution,  the  Friend  is  very  far  short  of  what  it  is 
designed  to  be.     The  absence  of  pictorial  illustrations  is  a  seri- 
ous defect  in  a  paper  intended  to  attract  and  entertain,  as  well 
as  to  instruct  children.     This  deficiency  the  committee  endeav- 
ored to  supply  by  procuring  cuts  from  England,  but,  unhappily, 
these  have  either  been  captured-  by  the  enemy  or  are  delayed,  so 
that  they  have  not  reached  us.     When  more  auspicious  times 
dawn  upon  our  country,  it  is  our  expectation  to  be  able  to  make 
the  Friend  fully  equal  in  appearance  to  the  most  beautiful  of 
the  children's  papers  published  elsewhere.     The  committee  are 
gratified  to  state  that  the  circulation  of  the  Friend  is  not  confined 
to  our  own  denomination,  but  is  also  subscribed  for  by  Episco- 
pal, Methodist,  and  Baptist  Sabbath-schools.  * 
The  almost  entire  absence  of  new  Sabbath-school  books  sug- 
gested to  the  committee  the  idea  of  endeavoring,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  make  The  Children's  Friend  supply  the  deficiency,  and 
with  that  view  the  issue  has  been  changed  to  twice  a  month  in- 
stead of  once  a  month,  as  formerly. 

Books  of  the  Philadelphia  Board. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  last  Assembly,  the 
Eev.  Wm.  j.  Keith,  late  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of 
Publication  in  Georgia,  turned  over  to  this  committee  the  stock 
of  books  of  that  Board  remaining  in  his  hands.  These,  at  their 
catalogue  prices,  amounted  to  $1,700  10.  A  portion  of  this  stock 
is  still  on  the  shelves  of  our  Depository,  but  the  greater  part  of 
it  has  been  sold.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  other  agents  of 
the  same  institution  in  different  parts  of  the  Confederacy,  who 
have  more  or  less  of  their  former  supplies  remaining  on  hand, 
and  the  committee  think  it  desirable  that  the  General  Assembly 
should  give  instructions  that  all  such  persons  should  transfer 
their  books,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Keith. 

Books  and  Tracts  received  from  England. 

In  July  last  the  committee  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  about 
£300  worth  of  books  and  tracts  from  the  Keligious  Tract  So- 
ciety of  London,  and  subsequently  five  boxes  of  Bibles,  Testa- 
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ments,  and  portions  of  Scripture,  from  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society.  These  were  a  part  of  the  donation  secured  by 
the  Bev.  M.  D.  Hoge,  D.D.,  during  his  late  visit  to  England. 
The  Bev.  Dr.  Brown,  the  late  Secretary  of  Publication,  to  whom 
they  were  consigned,  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  this  com- 
mittee as  a  suitably  channel  for  their  circulation.  The  fact  that 
most  of  the  funds  contributed  for  Dr.  Hoge's  mission  had  come 
from  Presbyterians,  would  have  given  a  claim  for  their  control; 
but  in  order  to  place  the  matter  upon  the  fairest  possible  basis, 
the  committee  communicated  to  the  other  organizations  for 
circulating  army-reading  an  offer  of  a  portion  of  these  publica- 
tions, together  with  further  supplies  expected,  on  condition  that 
they  would  agree  to  bear  a  proportional  share  of  the  expenses. 
This  proposition,  however,  was  not  accepted  in  any  case. 

These  English  supplies  were  most  opportune  and  acceptable 
— coming,  as  they  did,  at  a  time  when  our  own  stock  was  very 
limited,  and  when  the  revivals  in  the  army  were  creating  a 
large  and  pressing  demand  for  just  such  reading.  The  beauty 
of  their  typography,  as  well  as  the  excellence  of  their  substan- 
tive matter,  at  once  rendered  them  extremely  popular  among 
our  soldiers,  and  the  committee  could  only  regret  that  the  sup- 
ply was  so  soon  exhausted.  To  Dr.  Hoge,  who  served  the 
committee  without  remuneration,  as  well  as  to  the  London  Be- 
ligious  Tract  Society,  and  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
many  thanks  are  due  for  this  valuable  help  toward  giving  the 
Gospel  to  our  noble  troops.  Officers  and  men  alike  have  read 
these  books  and  tracts  with  delight,  and  it  is  hoped  many  have 
learned  from  them  lessons  which  have  made  them  wise  unto  sal- 
vation. 

The  owners  of  several  blockade-running  vessels,  and  the 
Southern  Express  Company,  are  also  entitled  to  thanks  for  the 
gratuitous  transportation  of  these  English  contributions.  The 
Express  Company  have  conferred  a  still  further  favor  by  car- 
rying, free  of  charge,  all  our  parcels  intended  for  distribution  in 
the  army. 

Dr.  Hoge  also  purchased  for  the  committee,  in  England,  a  se- 
lection of  children's  books,  designed  chiefly  for  sale,  but  also 
for  examination  with  a  view  to  future  republication.  Many  of 
these  we  shall  be  glad  to  reproduce  when  more  auspicibus  times 
warrant  our  going  into  this  department  of  publishing.  Those 
offered  for  sale  were  immediately  bought  up. 

The  remarkable  popularity  of  the  English  tracts  among  our 
soldiers  led  the  committee  to  request  the  London  society  to  for- 
ward us  a  reduplication  of  their  former  shipment,  on  condition 
that  they  would  give  us  a  credit  for  the  same  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  By  a  letter  recently  received  from  the  secretary  of 
that  society  we  are  informed  that  the  order  has  been  filled,  but 
that  they  decline  to  receive  compensation.  The  amount  of  the 
grant  is  £100.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  most  acceptable  dona- 
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tion  will  arrive  safely,  and  thus  renewedly  furnish  us  the  means 
of  supplying  army-reading  in  a  more  attractive  garb  than  can 
now  be  produced  in  the  Confederacy.  This  additional  donation, 
of  course,  places  us  under  fresh  obligations  to  the  kind  donors  be- 
yond the  seas.  '        ■'■. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

By  the  Treasurer's  report  it  will  be  seen-  that  the  receipts  from 
all  sources  for  the  eleven  months  have  been  $51,774  30;  of 
which  06,861  70  was  contributed  by  churches  and  individuals; 
$9,537  05  was  from  sales  at  the  Depository;  $5,104  80  for  sub- 
scriptions'to  the  Children's  Friend;  and  $1,053  06  was  paid  in 
by  the  Jate  j-fgents  of  the  Philadelphia  Board,  being  balances 
remaiaing  in  their  hands  from  former  sales. 

The  expenditures  for  the  eleven  months  have  been  $27,239 
83.  Tb.e  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury,  including  a  bal- 
ance of  $2,467  14  from  last  year,  is  $27,001  61.  This  balance 
may  be  regarded  as  the  beginning  of  the  Depository  fund,  or 
tradiug  capital,  directed  to  be  raised  by  the  last  Assembly,  in 
readiness  for  extended  operations  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment after  the  restoration  of  peace. 

The  committee,  however,  can  not  fail  to  express  their  regret, 
and  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  fact,  that  a . 
large  number  of  the  churches  have  made  no  collections  for  this 
object.  This  neglect  is  not  only  directly  at  variance  with  tho 
Assembly's  recommendation,  but  is  the  more  unaccountable 
when  we  consider  the  redundancy  of  money,  the  readiness  of  our 
people  to  respond  to  every  reasonable  call,  and  the  circum- 
stance that  this  cause,  and  that  of  the  Domestic  Missionary* 
Committee,  have  been  the  only  Church  objects  in  immediate 
want  of  contributions.  It  is  confidently  believed  that,  had  the 
collections  been  general,  the  amount  now  in  the  treasury  would 
have  well  nigh  sufficed  for  the  permanent  capital"  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Of  the  balance  on  hand,  $20,000,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
treasurer's  report^  has  been  invested  in  eight  per  cent.  Confed- 
erate bonds — this  being  regarded  as  the  best  disposition  to  make 
of  the  money  until  it  snail  be  required  for  active  operations. 

Visits  to  Synods.  . 

In  order  to  bring  the  plans  and  operations  of  the  committee 
more  fully  before  the  Church,  the  Secretary  visited  as  many  6f 
the  Synods  as  practicable — having  been  present  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Synods  of  Yirginia,  JSorth  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia.  The  interest  manifested  in  various  ways  in  these 
bodies  was  in  the  highest  degree  gratifying. 

Conclusion. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  various  embarrassments  with 


312  publication.  [Appendix, 

which  this  work  has  had  to  contend,  and  that  it  is  as  yet  only 
in  its  infancy,  the  committee  can  not  but  feel  that  what  has 
been  done  affords  cheering  assurance  of  a  most  important  fu- 
ture. The  Bibles,  Testaments,  books,  tracts,  and  papers  distrib- 
uted— the  millions  of  pages  of  divine  truth  thus  sent  on  their 
holy  mission  through  our  camps  and  hospitals — have  doubtless 
proved  so  many  preachers  of  the  Gospel  to  our  brave  soldiers., 
warning  them  of  their  sin  and  danger,  pointing  them  to  the 
only  refuge  and  hope,  explaining  to  them  the  way  of  life,  com- 
forting them  in  sickness,  and  preparing  not  a  few  of  them  for 
whatever  may  be  God's  will  concerning  them,  whether  it 
should  be  life  or  death.  Exposed  as  are  these  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  our  young  fellow-countrymen  to  the  most  imminent 
dangers — disease  and  battle  every  year  hurrying  hecatombs  of 
them  to  the  grave — their  case  demands  all  the  energies  the 
Church  can  put  forth,  appealing  to  her,  by  every  means  in  her 
power,  to  endeavor  to  bring  them  to  a  saving  interest  in 
Christ.  In  this  work,  surely  the  press  can  perform  an  impor- 
tant part.  The  abundant  leisure  of  camp  life  and  the  want  of 
something  to  fill  up  the  time,  render  a  book,  a  tract,  or  a  pa- 
per acceptable  even  to  those  who,  when  at  home,  seldom  read 
at  all.  Doubtless  many  of  our  soldiers  have  read  more  since 
they  have  been  in  the  army  than  in  their  entire  lives  before. 
Here,  then,  is  a  field  set  before  the  Church,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  for  using  the  press,  of  rare  encouragement  and  im- 
portance. 

But  immeasurably  important  as  are  these  operations  for  the 
army,  in  contemplating  the  capabilities  of  this  organization  of 
the  Church  we  must  look  further.  This  distressing  war  must 
come  to  an  end  sooner  or  later,  and  when  that  happy  consum- 
mation arrives  a  new  and,  in  some  respects,  even  wider  field  will 
be  opened.  Heretofore  the  South  has  been  dependent  on  the 
North  for  its  literature ;  but  the  rending  of  the  political  ties 
has,  as  we  trust  and  believe,  terminated  that,  withlevery  other 
species  of  vassalage.  For  the  future,  we  must  look  chiefly  to 
the  home  product.  The  ample  talent  of  our  own  countrymen 
and  countrywomen  must  be  brought  under  contribution,  and 
a  literature  indigenous  to  the  soil  evoked.  This  fact  invests  the 
Committee  of  Publication  with,  peculiar  importance.  As  the 
organ  of  a  leading  denomination  in  our  new-born  Confederacy, 
much  will  be  expected  of  it.  The  Presbyterian  Church  has 
always  enjoyed  the  high  honor  of  being  second  to  none  in 
efforts  to  diffuse  light  and  knowledge,  and  it  will  not  do  for  our 
Church  in  the  Confederacy  to  come  short  of  the  established 
standard,  and  thus  dishonor  its  name  and  its  lineage.  Nor 
need  she  do  so ;  nor,  we  may  confidently  say,  will  she  do  so. 
With  the  dawn  of  peace,  present  obstructions  will  be  removed. 
Overtaxed  paper-mills  and  overburdened  printing-presses  will 
no  longer  be  a  hindrance.     Access  to  the  world's  markets  will 


A.  D.  1864.]  DOMESTIC   MISSIONS.  '       313 

furnish  material  adequate  to  any  demand ;  and,  with  the  means 
supplied  by  the  liberality  of  the  Church,  we  shall  have  before 
us  a  work  vast  and  important  enough  to  gratify  the  noblest 
aspirations.  In  promoting  this  cause,  too,  we  labor  not  merely 
for  the  present  generation.  We  are  laying  the  foundations  of 
a  great  agency  for  good,  which  is  to  live  and  scatter  abroad  its 
beneficent  fruits  when  we,  who  witness  and  help  on  its  begin- 
nings, shall  have  passed  away  from  earth  for  ever. 
By  order  of  the  committee, 

JOHN  LEYBURN, 

Secretary  of  Publication. 


SECOND  ANNUAL    REPORT   OF   THE   EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE  TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

The  Education  Committee  report  to  the  General  Assembly 
that  they  have  had  no  candidates  under  their  care  since  their 
appointment,  the  young  men  who  are  looking  to  the  ministry 
being  almost  all  in  the  army.  The  amount  now  in  the  treasury 
is  $5,249  61.  The  receipts  and  expenditures  will  be  seen  from 
the  Treasurer's  report. 

By  order  »f  the  committee, 

JOHN  LEYBURN, 
Secretary  of  Education. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COM- 
MITTEE%)F  DOMESTIC  MISSIONS  TO  THE  GENER- 
AL ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

The  work  intrusted  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  Domestic 
Missions  by  the  last  General  Assembly  consists  of  two  distinct 
departments,  viz  :  1st.  What  relates  to  the  work  of  evangeliza- 
tion in  the  frontier  and  more  destitute  portions  of  the  country; 
and,  2d.  What  pertains  to  the  work  of  evangelization  in  the 
army.     It  is  necessary  to  present  these  separately. 

The  Work  of  Evangelization  in  the  destitute  portions  of  the  Country. 

There  is  but  little  to  report  in  connection  with  this  depart- 
ment of  the  work.  Much  of  the  country,  formerly  occupied  by 
missionaries  under  the  direction  of  this  committee,  has  fallen 
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into  the  bauds  of  the  enemy,  while  with  other  portions  it  has 
been  almost  impossible  to  have  any  correspondence.  Indeed, 
such  has  been  the  difficulty  of  communication  that  it  has  been 
impossible  to  ascertain  how  many  of  the  missionaries  reported 
to  the  last  General  Assembly  are  still  in  the  field.  The  list  of 
names  handed  over  by  the  previous  committee  consists  of  twen- 
ty-four, all  of  whom,  except  one,  were  laboring  in  the  States  of 
Texas,  Louisiana,  "Arkansas,  and  Mississippi. .  Three  of  these 
have  been  transferred  to  the  army  work,  and  one  has  had  his 
commission  renewed  to  labor  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Four 
new  missionaries  have  been  commissioned  to  labor  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  in  the  bounds  of  Presbyteries  there,  by 
which  they  were  recommended.  They  are:  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  H. 
Alexander,  O.  H.  P.  Smyth,  James  W  Kerr,  and  A.  H.  Mecklin. 
The  whole  number  now  on  the  list  is  twenty-five;  but  how 
many  of  these  are  actually  at  work,  or  will  have  pecuniary 
claims  upon  the  committee  when  communication  is  restored,  it 
is  impossible  to  ascertain  at  the  present  time,  Nor  is  it  possi- 
ble, in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  to  enlarge  this  w/>rk 
materially.  The  committee,  therefore,  can  only  express  the 
earnest  hope  that  God  will,  in  the  exercise  of  His  sovereign  au- 
thority, soon  remove  all  these  obstructions,  and  restore  to  His 
people  the  earnestly  longed  for  privilege  of  carrying  the  bless- 
ings of  the  Gospel  to  all  the  destitute  portions  of  the  country. 

The  Work  of  Evangelization  in  the  Army. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  deepest  interest  was  felt  on 
this  subject  by  the  last  General  Assembly  At  that  time  a  state 
of  extraordinary  religious  interest  pervaded  all  portions  of  our 
wide-spread  armies;  multitudes  of  our  brave  soldiers  were  in- 
quiring what  they  must  do  to  be  saved ;  and  the  cry  was  com- 
ing up  from  every  quarter,  Send  ministers  to  break  unto  us  the 
bread  of  life.  The  churches,  too,  were  deeply  affected  by  this 
state  of  feeling  in  the  army,  and  in  various  ways  they  mani- 
fested their  readiness  to  sustain  any  scheme  the  Assembly  might 
inaugurate  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  the  word  of  life  to  our 
noble  and  self-sacrificing  soldiers.  The  Assembly  laid  the  task 
of  meeting  this  great  want  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Committee 
of  Domestic  Missions.  The  committee,  deeply  impressed  with 
a  sense  of  their  responsibility,  at  once  addressed  themselves  to 
the  work  assigned  them  by  the  Assembly.  They  soon  found, 
however,  that  there  were  very  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
accomplishing  the  proposed  undertaking.  The  number  of  min- 
isters engaged  in  the  work  at  the  time,  us  missionaries  or  chap- 
lains, was  not  only  entirely  too  small,  bat  they  were  laboring 
without  any  concert  among  themselves,  and  with  little  reference 
to  the  general  wants  of  the  army.  Not  only  had  the  different 
evangelical  denominations  entered  upon  the  work  without  any 
understanding  with  each  other,  but  the  different  portions  of  the 


same  Church  were  acting  without  concert.  The  consequence  of 
all  this  was,  that  while  certain  portions  of  the  army  were  well 
supplied  with  religious  instruction,  other  poi'tions  were  left  en- 
tirely destitute,  it  became  necessary,  therefore,  not  only  that 
some  system  should  be  introduced  by  which  these  labors  might 
be  more  equally  distributed  over  the  whole  field,  but  some  means 
adopted  by  which  a  much  larger  number  of  laborers  could  be 
drawn  into  the  work.  The  committee  could,  of  course,  have  no 
control  over  the  general  work,  except  so  far  as  the  Presbyterian 
Church  was  concerned;  but  it  was  hoped  that,  by  introducing 
order  and  system  into  their  own  department,  other  denomina- 
tions would  be  induced  to  follow  their  example,  and,  in  this 
way,  something  like  a  general  system  would  ultimately  be  at- 
tained. And  this  expectation,  the  committee  are  glad  to  know 
has,  to  a  considerable  extent,  been  realized. 

The  Appointment  of  Commissioners. 

The  Assembly  itself  furnished  the  outline  of  a  plan  for  carry- 
ing on  this  great  work,  which  has  been  found,  upon  experiment, 
to  be  eminently  suited  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  proposed 
object.  One  of  the  principal  features  of  that  plan  was  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  the  main  divisions  of  the  army, 
whose  duty  it  would  be  to  preach  the  gospel  as  extensively  as 
possible;  to  make  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
spiritual  wants  of  every  portion  of  the  field;  to  aid  their  breth- 
ren who  might  be  found  there,  or  might  be  sent,  to  get  into  po- 
sitions of  usefulness;  to  keep  the  Executive  Committee  informed 
of  the  changes  in  the  army,  and,  in  various  other  ways,  co-oper- 
ate with  the  committee  in  carrying  out  a  general  plan  by  which 
•very  portion  of  it  might  be  suj^plied  with  the  Word  of  Life.  It ' 
was  not  intended  that  the  commissioners  should  exercise  any 
kind  of  ecclesiastical  control  over  their  brethren  in  the  same 
field,  but  simply  to  advise  and  aid  them  to  get  into  positions 
where  they  could  be  most  useful,  and  where  the  general  object 
of  the  undertaking  could  be  most  effectually  secured.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  committee  fully  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  the 
Assembly  in  ordering  these  appointments  to  be  made.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  studied  reticence  of  the  government  in  relation 
to  the  organization  and  disposition  of  the  army,  and  the  con- 
stant changes  which  result  from  shifting  different  portions  of  it 
from  one  place  to  anoiher,  it  Would  be  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee, remote  as  it  is  Jrom  the  centre  of  operations,  to  conduct 
its  measures  with  prudence  and  wisdom  without  such  agents  to 
keep  them  informed  ol  the  actual  state  of  things. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Assembly,  Kev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D.,  was  ap- 
pointed Commissioner  to  tne  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  Pev  B. 
T.  Lacy 'to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  Mr.  Lacy  soon 
found  that  he  could  not  attend  to  the  whole  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  anil  Pcv.  Theodorick  Pry  or,  D.l).,  was  ap- 
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pointed  commissioner  to  the  1st  corps,  leaving  the  2d  and  3d 
to  Mr.  Lacy.  At  the  same  time,  John  X.  Waddel,  D.D.,  was 
appointed  Commissioner  to  the  Army  of  Mississippi;  Dru'rys 
-Lacy,  D.D.,  to  the  Army  of  Eastern  North  Carolina  and  South- 
eastern Virginia ;  Rev.  John  Douglas,  to  the  Army  of  South  Car- 
olina; Rev.  Rufus  K.  Porter,  to  the  Army  of  Southern  Georgia 
and  Northern  Florida;  and  Rev  H.  M.  Smith,  to  the  Army  of 
the  trans-Mississippi  department.  Dr.  Lacy  was  prevented  by  ill 
health  from  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  army 
in  that  part  of  the  country  became  so  much  reduced,  soon  after, 
that  it  did  not  seem  necessary  for  any  one  to  be  appointed  to 
take  his  place.  Dr.  Palmer,  after  a  few  months'  active  labor 
in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  was  compelled,  by  providential  cir- 
cumstances, to  leave  his  field  of  labor  and  return  home.  Rev. 
William  Flinn,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell,  Georgia,  and 
who  had  been  in  the  service  as  chaplain  almost  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  vacated  by 
Dr.  Palmer,  which  be  has  continued  to  do  with  much  accept- 
ance since  that  time. 

Laborers  for  the  Summer  Months. 

It  became  evident  to  the  committee,  soon  after  entering  upon 
their  work,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  laborers  could  not  be  ob- 
tained without  special  effort.  At  the  same  time,  the  peculiar 
state  of  religious  feeling  in  the  army  seemed  to  demand  such 
an  effort.  Accordingly  they  issued  a  circular,  in  the  form  of  a 
personal  call,  and  addressed  it  to  about  eighty  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Church  whom  they  thought  qualified  for  the  work,  urg- 
ing them  to  leave  their  pastoral  charges  and  spend,  at  least,  the 
summer  months  in  labors  in  the  field.  It  was  hoped  that  many 
of  these,  having  learned  from  personal  observation  the  actual 
condition  and  wants  of  the  army,  and  having  made  proof  of 
their  own  adaptation  to  the  work,  might  remain  longer.  This 
call  was  responded  to  promptly  and  with  unexpected  hearti- 
ness. Before  mid-summer  sixty  of  these  brethren  were  in  the 
field,  holding  forth  the  Word  of  Life,  and  guiding  anxious  sin- 
ners to  the  Lamb  of  God.  These  labors  were  distributed  as 
equally  as  possible  over  the  whole  field,  so  that  there  were  but 
few  of  our  soldiers  in  any  part  of  the  army  that  could  not 
have  access  to  the  preached  Word.  In  some  cases  these  labors 
were  postponed,  and  in  others  interrupted,  by  movements  of  the 
army;  but  an  immense  amount  of  good  was  effected,  the  extent 
of  which  can  be  known  only  from  the  records  of  Eternity  It 
should  be  recorded  to  the  honor  of  the  churches  which  were 
temporarily  deprived  of  the  labors  of  their  pastors,  that  they 
not  only  cheerfully  consented  to  the  arrangement,  but  in  many 
cases  provided  for  the  full  support  of  their  pastors  while  in  the 
army  '"  Most  of  these  brethren  spent  from  two  to  four  months 
in  this  work,  preaching  by  day   and  by  night,  conversing  with 
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individuals  in  relation  to  the  salvation  of  their  souls,  distribut- 
ing the  Word  of  Life,  attending  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  in 
various  other  ways  administering  both  to  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  welfare  of  the  soldiers.  If  it  were  possible  to  quote 
from  the  letters  and  journals  of  these  brethren  while  engaged  in 
this  work,  without  extending  this  report  to  an  undue  length,  it 
would  become  abundantly  manifest  that  this  effort  was  not  only 
very  timely,  but  was  followed  by  the  happiest  results.  When, 
however,  these  brethren  returned  to  their  homes  in  the  autumn, 
the  army  was  left  nearly  as  destitute  as  before ;  and  it  became 
perfectly  evident  to  the  committee  and  others  that  no  effort 
could  be  relied  on  to  supply  the  arm}''  which  did  not  contem- 
plate the  permanent  engagement  of  those  who  were  sent  to  it. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  felt  that,  as  the  army  would  be  station- 
ary most  of  the  winter,  and  our  soldiers  would  consequently 
be  in  a  more  favorable  condition  to  receive  religious  instruc- 
tion, that  a  renewed  effort  should  be  made  to  induce  a  still 
larger  number  of  ministers  to  engage  permanently  in  the 
work. 

Effort  to  get  Permanent  IMborers. 

In  view  of  the  continued  and  peculiar  state  of  things  in  the 
army,  and  in  view  of  the  experien  «j  which  had  been  acquired 
in  conducting  this  very  important  enterprise,  the  committee 
solemnly  resolved,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  try  to  have  one 
chaplain  or  permanent  missionary  from  our  Church  in  every 
brigade  throughout  the  Confederate  Army,  besides  a  proportion- 
ate number  of  laborers  for  the  various  hospitals  scattered  over 
the  land.  At  the  same  time  they  resolved  to  make  the  effort 
to  raise  the  funds  necessary  not  only  to  give  a  full  support  to 
those  who  might  engage  as  missionaries,  but  to  supplement  the 
salaries  of  all  those  who  held  commissions  as  chaplains,  it  being 
known  that  the  government  allowance  was  entirely  insufficient 
for  their  support.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  general  plan,  it 
was  understood  that  it  would  require  at  least  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  laborers,  more  than  one-fourth  of  our  whole  minis- 
terial force  outside  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and  at  least  $s,ij00  per 
month,  or  something  like  $100,000  per  annum.  Having  adopted 
this  as  the  outline  of  the  work  that  ought  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  Church,  the  Secretary  was  requested  to  meet  as  many  of  the 
Synods  as  possible  at  their  sessions  in  the  autumn,  with  the 
view  of  laying  this  general  plan  before  them  and  securing  their 
co-operation  in  carrying  it  out.  Accordingly  he  met  successively 
the  Synods  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  and  is  happy  to  say  that  they  not  only  heartily  ap- 
proved of  this  general  plan,  but  gave  it  their  full  support.  In 
many  cases,  where"  the  Presbyteries  had  previously  adopted 
plans  of  their  own  for  carrying  on  the  work,  these  were  given 
up  for  the  more  general  and  systematic  plan  inaugurated  by 
the  committee.  ,^ 
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Under  this  new  arrangement,  commenced  in  the  autumn,  one 
hundred  and  one  names  have  been  enrolled  on  the  list  of  the 
committee,  all  of  whom  fall  under  the  general  arrangement, 
and  all  of  whom,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  to  receive  their 
support,  in  part  or  in  whole,  from  the  contributions  from  the 
churches.  Of  this  number,  21  are  connected  with  the  Synod 
of  Virginia;  14  with  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina;  17  with  the 
Syviod  of  South  Carolina;  15  with  the  Synod  of  Georgia;  6 
with  the  Synod  of  Alabama;  13  with  the  Synod  of  Mississippi; 
2  with  the  Synod  of  Memphis;  1  with  the  Synod  of  Texas;  3 
with  the  Synod  of  Nashville.  Of  the  whole  number,  86  are 
laboring  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  ;  12  in  the  Army  of 
Tennessee;  9  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina;  5  in  Southern 
Georgia  and  East  Florida;  3  in  Eastern  North  Carolina,  and  22 
in  the  hospitals  of  Virginia,  Georgia,  and  Mississippi.  Besides 
those  acting  in  connection  with  the  committee,  there  are 
thirty  or  more  ministers  of  our  Church  holding  commissions 
as  chaplains,  or  supported  by  Presbyteries  or  private  benefi- 
cence, making  the  whole  number  of  Presbyterian  ministers  now 
in  the  army  about  1§0.  The  committee  can  have  no  control 
over  the  location  of  those  who  hold  commissions  under  the 
government;  but  they  can  arrange  those  who  act  as  missiona- 
ries so  as  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  an  equal  distribution  of 
ministerial  labor  throughout  the  whole  army. 

The  Labors  of  Missionaries  and  Chaplains,  and  their  Results. 

It  is  impossible,  without  extending  this  report  to  an  undue 
length,  to  enter  upon  a  minute  detail  of  the  labors  performed  in 
the  army,  or  of  the  results  of  those  labors.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
however,  that  our  brethren  there  have  usually  preached  twice 
and  sometimes  three  times  on  Sabbath ;  have  lectured  or  held 
prayer-meetings  almost  every  night  of  the  week;  have  conversed 
daily  with  individuals  in  relation  to  the  salvation  of  their  souls; 
have  organized  and  taught  Bible-classes;  have  visited  the  sick 
and  wounded,  and  have  distributed  testaments,  hymn-books, 
tracts,  and  religious  newsjjapers  in  large  quantities.  So  that,  in 
many  portions  of  the  army,  our  soldiers  have  received  as  much 
religious  instruction  as  they  ever  enjoyed  in  the  most  favored 
part  of  their  lives,  if  not  more ;  and  no  doubt  many  have  read 
more  on  the  subject  of  religion  than  they  would  probably  have 
done  under  any  other  circumstances.  Our  soldiers,  too,  have 
done  a  great  deal  to  help  forward  this  great  and  good  work.  In 
many  of  the  brigades  large  sums  of  money  have  been  contribut- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  supplying  themselves  and  others  with  re- 
ligious reading.  In  other  ways  they  have  testified  their  inter- 
est in  this  great  cause.  In  many  parts  of  the  army  they  have 
erected,  with  their  own  hands,  temporary  chapels  in  which  they 
have  worshipped  with  comfort  throughout  the  winter.  In  the 
second  and  third  corps  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  alone, 
there  have  been  built  as  many  as  thirty -teven  of  these  chapels; 
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most  of  them  largo  enough  to  accommodate  from  thi'ee  hundred 
to  five  hundred  hearers,  and  for  the  most  of  the  time  they  have 
been  crowded  with  earnest  and  attentive  listeners  to  the  Word. 

In  relation  to  the  results  of  these  labors,  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  with  anything  like  definiteness  or  accuracy  During  the 
year  there  have  been  three  distinct  periods  of  special  religious 
interest,  particularly  in  the  Armies  of  Northern  Virginia  and 
Tennessee.  The  first  of  these  revivals  occurred  last  spring,  and 
progressed  with  great  power  until  their  religious  meetings  were 
broken  up  by  the  active  operations  of  the  armies.  The  second 
took  place  in  the  autumn,  soon  after  the  armies  went  into  win- 
ter-quarters, and  continued,  with  more  or  less  interest,  until 
mid-winter.  The  third  is  prevailing  at  this  present  writing,  and 
is  characterized  by  unprecedented  earnestness;  but  how  long  it 
will  continue  can  not  be  foreseen.  Perhaps  the  whole  might  be 
regarded  as  one  great  and  glorious  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  interrupted  here  and  there  only  to  the  imperfect  vision 
of  man,  but  united  and  continuous  to  the  eye  of  Jehovah.  The 
number  of  conversions  last  spring  and  summer  was  very  great, 
but  no  estimate  has  been  given  that  can  be  regarded  in  any 
other  light  than  as  an  approximation.  During  the  winter  the 
work,  though  not  characterized  by  the  same  intensity  of  feeling, 
has  gone  steadily  forward,  and  the  conversions  have  scarcely 
been  fewer  than  in  the  spring  and  summer.  Of  upward  of  sev- 
enty reports  which  have  recently  been  received  at  the  mission 
rooms,  there  are  not  more  than  a  half-dozen  that  have  not  men- 
tioned a  great'er  or  less  number  of  conversions  in  the  regiments 
and  brigades  from  which  they  have  come,  the  number  varying 
from  eight  or  ten  to  thirty  or  forty.  Most  of  our  brethren  have 
received  a  greater  or  less  number  of  these  converts  to  the  com- 
munion of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  varying  from  two  or  three 
to  fifteen  or  twenty.  This  work  of  Grace  has  not  been  less 
marked  among  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  than  among  the  soldiers 
in  the  field.  Hundreds  here,  it  is  believed,  in  their  last  mo- 
ments, have  not  only  had  the  Saviour  of  mankind  held  up  to 
their  view,  but  have  cordially  embraced  Him,  and  died  in  the  full 
triumph  of  the  Christian's  hope.  Others,  while  on  the  same 
beds  of  sickness,  have  given  their  hearts  to  the  Saviour,  and 
haye  been  raised  up  to  live,  it  is  hoped,  godly  and  consistent 
lives. 

As  has  already  been  stated,  it  is  not  easy  to  form  a  very  con- 
fident opinion  in  relation  to  the  whole  number  of  conversions 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  army  and  hospitals.  The  chap- 
lains' association  of  the  second  and  third  corps  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  estimate  the  number  in  those  two  corps  alone 
at  live  thousand.  The  fruits  here,  it  is  probable,  have  been  greater 
than  in  other  portions  of  the  army.  The  number,  nevertheless, 
has  been  very  great  both  in  the  army  of  Gen.'Dongstreetand  that 
of  Northern  Georgia,  while  from  the  Army  of  Mississippi  there 
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have  been  reported  two  hundred  conversions  among  the  soldiers 
and  officers  at  one  single  post.  Thus,  by  comparing  the  reports 
recently  received  from  the  hospitals  and  various  departments  of 
the  army,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  whole  number  of 
conversions  among  our  soldiers,  daring  the  last  year,,  have  prob- 
ably exceeded  twelve  thousand.  These  are  results  that  have 
filled  heaven  with  joy,  and  ought  to  fill  the  hearts. of  God's  peo- 
ple everywhere  with  the  profoundest  gratitude  and  thanksgiv- 
ing. History  has  recorded  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  well  may 
we,  as  a  people,  feel  assured  that  God  regards  our  cause  with 
favor.  But  great  and  inestimable  as  these  results  are,  they  do  not 
embrace  all  the  benefits  of  the  great  enterprise  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  Besides  those  numbered  as  converts, there  are  probably 
hundreds  and  thousands  in  the  army  at  the  present  time  inquir- 
ing what  they  must  do  to  be  saved,  most  of  whom,  it  is  hoped, 
will  find  their  way  to  the  foot  of  the  cross.  But  there  are  other 
stand-points  from  which  we  ought  to  contemplate  this  matter. 
No  one  can  think  of  what  wouk:  have  been  the  condition  o£our 
armies,  apart  from  this  religious  interest,  without  the  most 
painful  reflections:  Not  only  has  vice,  in  all  its  multifarious 
forms,  been  restrained,  but  virtue,  intelligence,  sobriety,  and 
patriotism  have  been  so  greatly  promoted  among  our  soldiers 
as  to  make  them  alike  the  terror  of  our  enemies  and  the  hope 
of  their  country. 

The  Liberality  of  the  Churches. 

The  committee  feel  bound  to  record  the  great  liberality  of  the 
churches  as  well  as  individual  members  of  the  Church  in  sus- 
taining this  cause.  Without  any  appeal  to  their  benevolence, 
except  what  was  contained  in  a  simple  statement  of  the  nature 
of  the  work  undertaken  and  the  amount  of  funds  necessary 
to  sustain  it,  the  wants  of  the  treasury  have  been  fully  met  by 
the  free-will  offerings  of  God's  people.  Most  of  the  churches, 
not  otherwise  engaged  in  sustaining  the  same  great  cause,  have 
more  than  quadrupled  their  ordinary  contributions  to  the  cause 
of  domestic  missions,  while  they  have  been  scarcely  less  liberal 
in  providing  religious  reading  for  the  soldiers,  and  at  the  same 
time  promoting  their  temporal  comfort.  One  church  has  c<5n- 
ti-ibuted  to  this  cause  alone  $3,195 ;  another,  $2,344 ;  a  third, 
$2,292;  a  fourth,  $1,726;  a  fifth,  $1,582;  a  sixth,  $1,460;  and  a 
seventh,  $1,457.  But  if  the  churches  have  been  liberal,  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  Church  have  been  even  more  so.  One  indi- 
vidual has  given  to  this  object,  during  the  year,  $3,100 ;  another, 
$2,100;  a  third,  $1,000;  five  have  given  each  $500;  six  have 
given  $200  each ;  and  more  than  twenty  have  given  each  $100. 
The  most  munificen^  of  all  these,  perhaps,  was  that  of  $500  from 
a  young  lady,  who,  it  is  understood,  has  little  or  no  pecuniary 
resources  except  what  she  derives  from  teaching. 
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Army  of  the  Trans-Mississippi. 

In  the  early  part  of  last  summer  a  commission  was  made  out 
and  sent  to  Rev.  Henry  M.  Smith,  who  was  then  on  the  western 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  authorizing  him  to  organize  a  missionary 
corps  for  that  part  of  the  army,  and  raise  funds  in  the  churches 
for  their  support.  The  Mississippi  river  fell  under  the  control 
of  the  enemy  soon  after,  and  the  committee,  though  they  have 
made  repeated  efforts,  have  not  been  able  to  effect  any  com- 
munication with  Mr.  Smith  since  that  time.  It  is  not  known, 
therefore,' whether  he  has  received  any  communication  from 
them,,  or  whether  anything  has  been  done  to  secure  missionary 
laborers  for  that  part  of  the  army.  The  object  is  an  important 
andgjrgent  one,  and  it  may  properly  claim  the  attention  of  the 
Assembly  whether  a  special  commissioner  should  not  be  sent  to 
co-operate  with  Mr.  Smith  in  carrying  this  object  into  effect* 
The  undertaking  would  be  attended  with  considerable  expense, 
andno  doubt  with  some  risk ;  but  the  object  is  so  important 
thmbut  little  hesitation  should  be  felt"  in  relation  either  to  the 
vjfik  or  expense. 

Relative  Position  of  Chaplains  and  Missionaries. 

In  a  previous  part  of  this  report  it  has  already  been  stated 
that  the  wants  of  the  army  could  not  be  fully  met  by  transient 
or  temporary  laborers.  Much  good  may  be  effected  in  this  way, 
and  those  brethren  who  may  find  it  practicable  to  spend  a.  few 
weeks  in  the  army  occasionally  should  not  be  discouraged  from 
doing1  so.  But  this  must  be  considered  as  merely  auxiliary  to 
what  is  done  by  permanent  laborers.  The  army  needs  men  who 
can  identify  themselves  with  it,  and  share  with  the  soldiers  all 
their  hardships,  their  trials,  and  their  dangers.  But  another 
jjuestioo  arises,  whether  our  ministers  who  intend  to  labor  per- 
manently in  the  army  should  secure  appointments  from  the> 
government  as  ehaplains,or  labor  simply  as  missionaries.  There 
are  advantages  and  disadvantages  on  either  hand.  By  holding; 
a  commission  under  the  government  the  chaplain  is  brought 
under  military  control,  and  is,  to  some  extent,  tied  down  in  his 
labors  to  a  single  regiment ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  certaiik 
to-^fetain  subsistence,  and,  to  the  extent  of  his  salary,  relieves 
the  Church  of  the  bui'then  of  his  support.  The  missionary*  on 
the  other  hand,  being  free  from  all  government  restraint,  may 
extend,  his  labors  over  a  much  wider  surface ;  but  then  he  is* 
liable  to  be  cut  off  at  any  time  from  all  means  of  subsistence,  and 
thus  be  compelled  to  leave  the  army  at  a  time  when  his  services 
are  most  needed.  The  present  plan  of  having  part  chaplains 
and  part  missionaries  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the 
best  possible  arrangement.  If  all  were  chaplains  one  would  be 
needed  for  every  regiment,  which  would  require  a  much  greater 
number  than  the  Church  could  possibly  spare,     Besides  which, 
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a  large  portion  both  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  not  being 
massed  in  regiments,  so  that  they  would  be  entitled  to  chaplains, 
would  be  left  without  any  religions  instruction  whatever.  The 
committee,  by  controlling  the  location  of  the  missionaries,  can 
manage  to  equalize  these  labors^1  throughout  the  whole  army, 
and  in  no  other  way  can  this  very  important  object  be  effected. 

Finances. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  state  of  the  treasury. 
The  receipts  from  all  sources,  including  a  balance  from  last 
year's  account  of  $9,520  60,  have  been  $79,344  35.  The  expen- 
ditures have  been  $45,880  31 — leaving  on  hand  the  sum  of 
$33,484  04.  Of  this  amount  about  $12,000  will  be  required  to 
meet  salaries  that  wore  due  on  the  1st  of  May,  making  the 
working  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  about  $21,000. 
This  amount  has  been  invested  in  Confederate  bonds,  with  the 
view  of  passing  it  through  the  existing  money  crisis,  and  will 
be  converted  into  new  currency  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  mar- 
ket will  justify  the  Treasurer  in  disposing  of  them.  t 

Conclusion. 

The  Church  has  reason  to  be  thankful  to  Almighty  God  for 
the  abundant  favor  he  has  bestowed  upon  this  great  work. 
Through  His  favor  much  more  has  been  accomplished  than  was 
expected  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  More  than  two  hun- 
dred of  our  ministerial  brethren  have  labored  in  the  army,  for 
a  longer  or  shorter  period,  during  the  past  year,  and  hundreds, 
if  not  thousands,  of  our  brave  soldiers  have  been  led,  through 
their  instrumentality,  to  embrace  the  Saviour  of  mankind. 
Religious  intelligence  has,  in  various  ways,  been  extensively 
diffused  among  our  soldiers;  vice,  in  all  its  varied  forms,  has 
been  restrained,  while  virtue,  temperance,  and  sobriety  have 
been  greatly  promoted;  the  sick  and  wounded  have  been  com- 
forted, and  the  dying  have  been  pointed  to  the  Lamb  of  God 
which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.  The  churches  at 
home  have  not  only  cultivated  the  spirit  of  prayer,  but  they  have 
found  out  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive;  and  it 
is  hoped  they  have  formed  habits  of  benevolence  that  will  never 
again  be  given  up. 

With  this  statement  of  facts  the  committee  now  tender 
to  the  Assembly  the  records  of  their  proceedings,  the  funds  in 
their  hands,  and  all  the  papers  pertaining  to  this  work,  with  the 
earnest  prayer  that  God  may  guide  them  to  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  be  promotive  of  the  best  interests  of  this  great 
cause.. 
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T1II1U)  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COM- 
MITTEE OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  TO  THE  GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN 
THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  presenting 
their  third  annual  report,  would  express  their  heartfelt  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God  that,  while  the  country  at  large  has  been 
involved  in  a  death-struggle  for  national  existence,  the  great 
cause  of  foreign  missions  has  not  been  forgotten  or  overlooked 
by  his  people.  Though  no  special  appeal  has  been  made  to 
their  benevolence  in  connection  with  this  cause,  and  no  stirring 
tidings  have  come  from  far-off  heathen  lands  to  stimulate  their 
zeal,  their  contributions,  nevertheless,  have  continued  to  find 
their  way  to  the  treasury;  and  there  are  not  wanting  evidences 
'that  there  are  a  goodly  number  of  young  persons  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Church  who  not  only  love  this  great  cause,  but  are  ready 
to  devote  their  lives  to  the  promotion  of  it,  so  soon  as  the  way 
shall  be  open  for  them  to  do  so.  May  not  this  be  regarded  as 
one  of  those  silent  but  sure  tokens  that  God  will  not  only 
bring  us  safely  out  of  this  severe  conflict,  but  that  he  has  a  great 
work  for  the  Christian  people  of  these  Confederate  States  to  do 
in  connection  with  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth  ?  So  far  as  this  great  cause  is  concerned,  the  pres- 
ent with  us  is  a  time  of  partial  inactivitj7 ;  but  let  it  be  a  time  of 
prayer,  of  faith,  and  of  longing  desire  to  be  engaged  in  it,  and 
the  day  will  soon  come  when  we  shall  be  permitted  to  sow  and 
reap  at  the  same  time. 

Southern  Missionaries  in  Heathen  Lands. 

No  intelligence  has  been  received  from  any  of  our  missionary 
brethren  in  foreign  lands,  except  a  single  letter  from  Rev.  Dan'l 
McGilvary,  of  the  Mission  to  Siam,  of  the  23d  of  March,  1863. 
At  the  date  of  that  letter  Mr.  McGilvary,  though  sympathizing 
deeply  with  the  Southern  Church  and  the  Southern  cause  gener- 
ally,- was,  nevertheless,  greatly  embarrassed  as  to  what  course 
he  should  pursue.  The  way  was  not  open  for  him  to  return  to 
this  country,  and  if  he  were  here,  he  did  not  suppose  that  he 
could  do  much  to  promote  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  in  the 
present  state  of  affairs.  He  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  at- 
tempt to  establish  a  new  and  independent  mission  without 
missionary  associates,  nor  did  he  see  how  the  committee  could 
sustain  one  if  established  in  the  existing  state  of  the  country. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  dissolve 
his  connection  with  the  Board  under  whose  auspices  he  was 
sent  out.  Since  that  time,  however,  the  committee  have  been 
put   in    the   control   of   finds   in   England    sufficient   for   Mr. 
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McGilvary's  personal  support  for  two  years  or  more,  a  longer 
period  than  the  war  will  probably  last;  and  they  have  made  the 
proposal  to  guarantee  his  support,  at  his  present  station,  or 
any  other  he  might  ehoose,  with  the  understanding  that  he  en- 
gage at  once  to  place  himself  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee as  soon  as  circumstances  will  allow  him  to  do  so.  His 
reply  to  this  letter,  which  is  daily  expected,  will  enable  the 
committee  to  take  final  action  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

Indian  Missions. 

The  committee  have  received  but  few  letters  from  the  mis- 
sionaries in  the  Indian  country  during  the  year,  and  those  few 
contain  but  little  information  about  the  progress  of  tne  Gospel. 
The  committee  learned,  with  pain,  a  few  weeks  since,  through 
an  indirect  channel,  that  the  Rev.  John  Lilley.  of  the  Semjinole 
Mission,  and  such  members  of  hi»  family  as  were  with  hrai  at 
the  time,  had  been  carried  off  by  Federal  scouts  after  thev  had 
killed  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Henry  Washburn,  in  his  yard.  No 
explanation  is  given  of  this  outrage,  and  no  reason  can  lj^  as- 
signed unless  it  be  that  Mr.  Lilley  and  his  family  were  regarded 
as  inimical  to  the  Federal  cause.  The  latest  letter  that  had 
previously  been  received  from  Mr.  Lilley  was  dated  May  10, 
1863.  At  that  time  he  was  quietly  engaged  in  his  work,  and 
was  not  without  some  tokens  of  the  divine  favor.  The  Semi- 
nole country  lies  near  the  southern  borders  of  Kansas ;  and  it 
is  probable  that  those  who  carried  him  off  were  raiders  from 
that  state.  He  and  his  family  may  be  subjected  to  much  harsh 
treatment,  but  they  are,  nevertheless,  in  the  hands  of  a  kind 
and  merciful  God,  and  the  committee  would  bespeak  for  them 
the  prayers  of  God's  people.  The  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
countries,  where  the  great  body  of  our  missionary  brethren 
labor,  still  continue  to  be  favored  with  peace  and  quietness. 
Many  refugees,  not  only  from  the  Cherokee  country,  but  whites 
from  the.  southern  parts  of  Missouri,  are  scattered  over  the 
country,  and  haye  thus  given  to  the  missionaries  an  enlarged 
sphere  of  labor. 

The  missionaries  now  laboring  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
countries  are  Eev.  Cyrus  Kingsbury,  D.D.,  Rev.  Cyrus  Bying-. 
ton,  Rev.  C.  C.  Copeland,  Rev.  Bbenezer  Hotchkin,  Rev  O.  P 
Stark,  Rev.  Alexander  Reid,  Rev  Hamilton  Balentine,  Miss 
Augusta  Bradford,  female  teacher,  all  white  persons;  Rev. 
Pliny  Fisk  and  Rev  Allen  Wright,  native  Choctaw  preachers, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Benton,  native  licentiate.  Rev.  Stephen  Fore- 
man, a  native  Cherokee  preacher,  received  an  appointment  as 
Missionary  to  the  Cherokees  two  years  ago,  but  he  was  subse- 
quently called  to  fill  an  important  post  in  the  government  form- 
ed by  Stand  Watie,  and  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him  since 
the  occupation  of  his  country  by  Federal  forces. 

The  missionaries  just  mentioned  have  been  mainly  employed 
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in  preaching  the  Gospel  during  the  year,  but  very  little  informa- 
tion has  been  received  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  re- 
sults of  those  labors.  According  to  the  narrative  of  the  Indian 
Presbytery,  which  was  intended  for  the  last  General  Assembly, 
but  which  did  not  reach  this  part  of  the  country  until  mid-sum- 
mer, it  appears  that  these  brethren  maintain  stated  religious 
worship  at  thirty  different  places,  so  that  the  Gospel  is  in  this 
way  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  great  mass  both  of  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  people.  At  most  of  these  stations  the 
attendance  has  been  good,  and  at  a  few  of  them  the  ordinary 
audiences  have  been  a  good  deal  increased  by  refugees  from  the 
Cherokee  country.  No  statistical  information  has  been  receiv- 
ed, however,  either  in  relation  to  the  present  number  of  church 
members  or  of  the  accessions  that  have  been  made  during  the 
year.  ^ Mr.  Byington  has  spent  a  portion  of  time  in  translating 
the  Scriptures  into  the  Choctaw  language,  and  also  in  preparing 
a  grammar  of  that  language,  both  of  which  will  be  important 
acquisitions  to  the  religious  and  literary  world,  when  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  will  allow  of  their  publication. 

Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  education  during,  the 
year.  .  The  boarding-school  buildings  have  been  occupied  for 
•some  time  past  as  temporary  barracks  and  hospitals  for  the 
Confederate  army  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  will  no  doubt 
continue  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  so  long  as  it  remains  there. 
During  the  last  year  six  day-schools  were  kept  in  active  opera- 
tion, but  it  is  not  known  that  any  of  these  are  in  existence  at 
the  present  time,  except  the  one  taught  by  Miss  Augusta  Brad- 
ford at  Goodland.  The  brethren  regard  this  partial  suspension 
of  educational  operations  as  a  serious  evil,  but  it  is  one  they 
share  in  common  with  all  Other  portions  of  the  Confederacy,  and 
one  which  we  may  all  hope  will  be  of  only  temporary  duration. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  mission  still  manages  to  borrow  money 
to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  missionaries  in  exchange  for  drafts  upon 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Assembly — none 'of  which,  however,  except 
a  few  of  small  amount,  have  as  yet  been  presented  for  payment. 
Most  of  the  missionaries  have  little  farms  and  other  facilities 
for  raising  stock,  which  enable  them  to  live  comfortably  without 
any  material  increase  of  their  salaries.  What  amount  has  been 
drawn  upon  the  treasury  is  not  certainly  known,  but  it  is  pre- 
sumed it  is  not  greater  than  can  be  paid  when  the  drafts  are 
presented. 

Finances. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  have  been  $16,401  47,  which,  added 
to  the  balance  of  last  year  of  $19,975  14,  with  a  balance  from 
the  exchange  account  of  $287  19,  make  the  whole  amount  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  at  the  present  time  $83,358  09,  the  ex- 
penditures having  beem$3  -55  71.  This  amount  has  been  in- 
vested in  Confederate  bonds,  the  interest  on  which  will  more 


326  beneficiary  education.  [Appendix, 

than  pay  the  interest  accumulating  on  the  outstanding  drafts 
against  the  treasury.  The  above-mentioned  sum  does  not  in- 
clude the  amount  of  §2,298  37  deposited  in  London  to  the  credit 
of  the  committee,  and  which  is  pledged  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
McGilvary,  in  case  he  accedes  to  the  proposition  made  to  him  by 
the  committee. 

Conclusion. 

The  committee  regret  that  they  have  so  little  to  communicate 
to  the  Assembly  in  relation  to  the  condition  and  progress  of  this 
very  important  work,  but  this  is  owing  to  circumstances  over 
which  they  have  had  no  control.  The  work,  though  not  exten- 
sive at  the  beginning,  has  been  contracted  in  the  progress  of  the 
war,  and,  unless  overruled  by  a  kind  and  merciful  providence, 
may  become  even  more  so.  But  to  whatever  extremities  we 
may  be  reduced,  this  great  and  holy  cause  ought  to  be  kept 
constantly  before  the  eye  of  the  Church.  She  ought  never  to- 
lose  sight  of  the  important  fact,  that  one  of  the  great  ends  of  her 
organized  existence  was,  that  she  might  be  efficiently  engaged 
in  spreading  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  among  men;  and  she 
can  not  overlook  or  neglect  this  important  duty,  even  for  a  brief 
period,  without  dimming  her  own  glory.  Let,  then,  the  mission- 
ary spirit  be  carefully  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  all  God's  peo- 
ple; let  our  children  and  youth  be  kept  reminded  of  the  solemn 
obligation  resting  upon  the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  to  carry  the 
Gospel  into  all  parts  of  the  world;  and  let  us,  one  and  all,  rally 
around  the  work  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  contracted 
though  it  be,  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  God  will  open  up  be- 
fore us  a  field  broad  enough  to  occupy  all  our  energies. 


KBPOET  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  BY  THE 
GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  1863  TO  REVIEW  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  BENEFICIARY  EDUCATION. 

The  following  overture,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Lexington, 
was  considered  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  and  its  prayer  for 
a  committee  to  revise  the  subject  of  Beneficiary  Education 
granted  : 

"  In  view  of  the  doubts  of  many  in  our  Church  in  respect  to 
the  beneficiary  system  of  education,  as  provided  for  the  minis- 
try, and  believing  that  such  a  system  too  long  and  generally 
pursued  may  attract  a  wrong  class  of  candidates,  with  false  mo- 
tives and  inferior  qualifications,  and  may  also  repel  another 
class  (unwarrantably,  it  is  true,  but  yet  as  the  actual  experi- 
ence of  the  Church);  believing,  also,  that  in  this  Southern  Con- 
federacy young  men  of  suitable  gifts  can,  in  most  cases,  without 
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injurious  delay,  pay  their  expenses  in  study  by  teaching  and 
other  useful  pursuits,  or  by  winning,  in  fair  competition,  certain 
bursaries  or  scholarships  that  might  be  provided  at  our  seats  of 
learning;  and  that  in  the  few  cases  imperatively  needing  help, 
private  hands  or  individual  churches  might  more  intelligently 
and  watchfully  bestow  it;  this  Presbytery  hereby  overtures  the 
General  Asssmbly  to  appoint  a  committee,  at  its  approaching 
sessions,  to  revise  the  whole  subject  of  beneficiary  education, 
and  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly  next  ensuing.  Also,  this 
Presbytery  makes  overture  that  the  Church  bo  not  commuted 
to  any  more  permanent  arrangement  than  now  exists  for  the 
education  of  ministers,  till  this  report  be  presented  and  acted 
upon." 

The  committee  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  petition  of 
this  overture,  beg  leave  to  report  : 

That  we  have,  with  honest  carefulness,  examined  the  impor- 
tant subject  committed  to  our  revision.  In  measuring  the  held 
of  inquiry  allotted  to  us,  we  could  discover  no  necessity  for  oc- 
cupying your  attention  with  an  argument  in  favor  of  an  edu- 
cated ministry;  for  there  never  has  been  a  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  when  there  was  serious  difference  of 
opinion  upon  this  well  understood  point.  From  the  earliest 
period  of  her  existence  she  has,  by  every  form  of  official  action 
possible  to  such  a  testimony,  uttered  a  distinct  voice  in  behalf 
of  the  highest  standard  of  ministerial  qualification.  While  no 
Church  has  more  strenuously  insisted  upon  the  unspeakable  im- 
portance of  piety  in  the  pulpit,  none  has  been  more  determined 
to  possess  a  pulpit  characterized  by  something  more  than  the 
impatient  zeal,  the  unguarded  enthusiasm,  and  the  heated  im- 
pulses in  which  mere  vehemence  of  religious  emotions  is  so  apt, 
when  left  to  itself,  to  waste  its  fires — a  pulpit  where  ardor  of 
soul  shall  be  tempered  and  directed  by  discipline  of  mind, 
breadth  of  knowledge,  and  accuracy  of  scholarship.  Eegarding, 
therefore,  the  conclusions  of  the  Church  touching  this  matter 
as  sound  and  irreversible,  our  attention  was  principally  fixed 
upon  another  point  to  which  the  wisdom  of  our  denomination 
has  been  long  directed,  but  where  the  decisions  of  that  wisdom 
have  not  appeared  so  satisfactory  to  all  good  men.  This  relates 
to  the  great  subject  of  what  is  styled  beneficiary  education,  and 
particularly  to  the  question  whether  that  scheme  of  stipendiary 
schooling,  with  whose  details  our  connection  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  former  United  States  has  rendered  us  la- 
miliar,  is  the  best  one  for  us  in  our  new  condition  as  a  separate 
ecclesiastical  organization  to  continue. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Assembly  which  convened  in 
December,  1861,  in  the  City  of  Augusta,  unanimously  passed  a 
series  of  resolutions  "  solemnly  reaffirming  the  deliverances 
made  in  our  former  connection  concerning  the  responsibility 
that  rests  on  the  Church  to  secure  and  maintain  for  itself  a  pious, 
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gifted,  and  learned  ministry;"  and,  in  conformity  with  this  re- 
affirmation, appointed  "  an  Executive  Committee  to  aid  candi- 
dates for  the  Gospel  ministry  who  may  need  assistance,"  chose 
a  "Secretary  of  Education,"  and  did  all  other  things  that  were 
required 'to  set  in  motion  a  system  whose  operation  might 
impart  efficiency  to  this  arm  of  the  Church's  usefulness.  Your 
committee  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  propounding 
to  itself  not  simply  the  question,  shall  the  scheme  of  benefici- 
ary education,  so  long  in  prosperous  use  by  the  old  Assembly, 
and  so  much  in  favor  throughout  the  entire  couutry — shall  this 
be  set  aside  for  a  new  and  altogether  different  plan  ?  but,  in 
addition,  we  were  constrained  to  inquire,  shall  the  solemn 
action  of  our  own  initiative  Assembly,  which  formally  contained 
a  substantial  adoption  of  this  tried  scheme,  be,  before  three 
years  have  elapsed,  and  time  has  been  allowed  to  test  its  value 
under  changed  conditions — shall  this,  too,  be  swept  away  to 
make  room  for  the  inauguration  of  some  policy  wholly  foreign 
and  novel  ? 

The  fact  that  our  first  Executive  Committee  of  Education 
was  suddenly  arrested  in  their  work  by  the  paralysis  of  war. 
and  compelled  even  to  disband  almost  at  the  beginning  of  their 
career ;  and  the  additional  fact  that  the  new  committee  appoint- 
ed in  their  stead  have  been  unable,  owinjr  to  the  continuance  of 
the  same  causes  which  operated  at  the  outset,  to  do  much  more 
than  maintain  a  nominal  existence;  this  state  of  facts,  throwing 
us  back  to  the  point  whence  the  original  Assembly  started, 
would  appear  to  offer  an  opportunity  for  reviewing  the  whole 
subject  as  auspicious  as  if  nothing  whatever  had  been  done. 
But  still  that  Assembly  did  act,  and  its  action  was,  no  doubt,  as 
maturely  considered  by  that  body  as  it  could  have  been,  had  it 
been  assured  beforehand  that  the  fairest  and  fullest  play  would 
have  been  secured  to  its  proposed  policy  by  every  favoring  cir- 
cumstance of  peace.  And  your  committee  felt  that  it  ought  to 
be  only  under  the  stress  of  solemn  convictions  of  duty,  whose 
path  is  illuminated  by  light  which  our  highest  court  did  not 
possess  in  1861,  that  its  successor  in  1864  shall  undertake  to  re- 
verse its  decisions  in  a  matter  so  grave  and  so  vital,  or  that 
this  report  should  venture  to  suggest  any  material  change  in  a 
great  law  of  the  Church.  The  Church  should  be  slow  to  alter, 
where  alteration  is  not  demanded  by  the  detection  of  serious 
error  or  the  discovery  of  some  hitherto  unsuspected  truth.  In 
permanency  reposes  strength.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
those  who  most  desire  to  see  the  whole  field  of  beneficiary  edu- 
cation again  explored,  have  difficulties  to  examine  and  to 
remove  that  lie  back  of  every  possible  scheme.'  These  difficulties 
attach  to  certain  injurious  consequences  involved  in  the  policy 
which  exhibits  its  essential  character  in  the  use  of  the  word 
"beneficiary."  It  is  thought  by  many  that  there  should  be  no 
ecclesiastical   recognition  of  indigency  in   candidates   for   the 
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ministry,  and  that  the  Church  has  no  authority  to  bestow 
benefits  out  of  her  meagre  treasury  upon  aspirants  tft  the  sacred 
office  who  are  too  poor  to  help  themselves.  They  ijjiuldj  there- 
fore, disencumber  the  Church  altogether  from  the  charge  of 
their  maintenance,  and  throw  this  burden  where  (say  they)  it 
honestly  belongs,  i.  e.,  upon  the  students  themselves ;  a  measure 
which  would  necessarily  revolutionize  the  entire  subject  of 
ministerial  education  as  it  has  been  heretofore  understood. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  confusion  of 
thought  which  has  resulted  from  the  use  of  the  term  "  benefici- 
ary" as  applied  to  the  matter  before  us,  and  many  of  the 
difficulties  which  seem  to  obstruct  the  Church's  path  of  duty  in 
the  premises,  would  be  removed  if  a  clear  statement  of  her 
true  relation- to  the  candidate  could  be  authoritatively  made  by 
the  General  Assembly.  It  seems  to  us  to  be  expressed  with 
sufficient  distinctness  in  the  following  proposition — a  proposition 
that,  we  feel  confident,  indicates  the  real  belief  of  the  great 
body  of  God's  people  touching  this  point.  It  is  this :  Every 
candidate  for  the  Gospel  ministry  does,  in  sundering  the  ties  which 
connected  him  with  secular  avocations,  so  far  dedicate. himself  to  the 
service  of  God  in  the  Church  as  entitles  him  to  expect  at  her  hands 
the  education  which  he  may  yet  need  for  that  service;  and  he  is* 
therefore,  not  to  be  regarded  by  the  Church,  or  by  himself,  in  the  light 
of  an  object  of  charity,  but  as  a  laborer  already  occupying  a  place 
in  the  field  of  ministerial  duty.  This  statement  it  is  not  proposed 
to  elaborate.  When  once  announced,  it  immediately  commends 
its  self-evidencing  truth  to  every  thinker.  It  sets  aside  alto- 
gether the  common  notion  that  a  reception  of  pecuniary  aid,  by 
the  candidate,  when  such  aid  is  administered  by  the  authority 
of  the  Church,  places  the  recipient  in  the  attitude  of  beggaty, 
and  the  giver  in  the  attitude  of  benefaction — a  notion  cruelly  un- 
just to  the  candidate,  dishonoring  to  the  Church  herself,  and 
opposed  to  every  intelligent  idea  of  the  ministerial  work  which, 
from  the  first  step  of  incipient  candidacy  to  the  last  step  of  the 
preacher's  finished  labors,  righteously  demands  for  the  spiritual 
workman  his  hire,  and  this,  too,  by  the  express  ordinance  of 
God.    . 

The  association  of  charity  with  the  subject  of  beneficiary  edu- 
cation is,  therefore,  uncalled  for,  and  is  plainly  injurious  to  the 
honor  of  that  blessed  Master  who  will  have  no  man  whom  He 
calls  into  the  immediate  service  of  His  Church,  and  thus  of  Hiiri- 
Belf,  become  the  bearer  of  his  own  charges.  And  so  prevalent 
and  so  vicious  is  the  -habit  of  associating  these  two  things  to- 
gether— so  wide-spread  is  the  unhappy  assumption  that  the 
Church,  in  the  relation  She  sustains  to  her  candidates  tor  the 
ministry,  is  a  grand  eleemosynary  institution — that  you  find  it 
impossible  to  prevent  mankind  from  going  Airther,  and  carrying 
forward  this  assumption  to  its  logical  result  in  the  consequent 
belief  that  all  ministerial  support  is,  from  first  to  last,  mere  ten- 
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der-hearted  bounty,  which  may  be  withheld  without  sin    but 
which,  when  bestowed,  entitles  the  bestowers  to  the  high  praise 
of  disinterested  benevolence.     With  this  deep-seatedgjfcipression 
in  the  public  mind  the  pulpit  itself  has  had  to  maintain^  constant 
and  a  wasting  struggle.     And  this  struggle  must  continue  be- 
tween the  ■pastor's  demand  for  an  adequate  support  while  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  the  full  service  of  the  Church,  and  the  people's 
resistance  to  such  a  demand,  until  it  comes  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that,  from  the  very  outset  of  the  minister's  career — from  the 
moment  when  he  first  puts  his  hand  to  the  plough  in  the  field  of 
preparation — he  is  a  claimant,  not  upon  the  Church's  generosity, 
but  upon  her  justice,  not  upon  her  feeling  of  pity,  but  upon  her 
sense  of  duty      Having  given  himself  to  her,  does  he  bespeak  her 
charity,  when,  with  all  her  wealth,  she  could  not  repay  his  ser- 
vice, or  with  all  her  endowments,  do  without  it  ?    No;  the  favor- 
ed party  all  along — if  either  may  be  so  styled — -is  not  he.    'qj» 
that  every  consideration,  whether  of  gratitude  to  her  Lord  for 
bestowing  the  young  man  upon  her,  or  of  honesty  in  her  treat- 
ment of  him  who  has  cheerfully  acceded  to  this  disposition  of 
his  person,  by  which  he  chooses  her  service  in  preference  to  all 
others,  gives  force  to  the  proposition  that  he  is  entitled  to  her 
sympathies  not  only,  but  also  to  the  utmost  liberality  of  sup- 
port at  her  hands,  as  well  while  taking  the  steps  that  may  con- 
duct him  to  her  pulpit  as  during  the  whole  period  of  his  incum- 
beiic}'  therein ;  the  strength  of  which  position  will  further  appear 
when  you  reflect  that,  although  Cod  has  imparted  to  the  Church 
the  indwelling  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  cheered  her  with 
the  promise  of  glorious  triumphs  over  every  opposing  kingdom, 
yet,  in  order  to  give  her  a  formal  completeness  for  her  gigantic 
work,  He  has  so  organized  her  as  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
.the  principle  of  self-perpetuation — a  principle  which  obviously 
lodges  with  her  the  elements  of  a  distinct  and  solemn  responsi- 
bility in  the  matter  of  providing,  through  her  licensing  and  or- 
daining agency,  her  own   ministers,  down  to  the  end  of  time. 
And  the  duty  to  provide  involves  the  duty  of  making  provision 
effective.     Effective,  however,  it  can  not  be,  unless  those  can- 
didates for  the  sacred  office,  whom  the  Master  has  called  and 
placed  in  the  Church's  hands  as  a  precious  gift,  be  by  her  prop- 
erly trained  for  their  destined  work :  and,  clearly,'  tin's  indis- 
pensable training  includes  all  that  is  ever  meant  by  "ministerial 
education."     She  has  no  right,  therefore,  to  compel  or  even  ad- 
vise the  candidate  to  support  himself,  much  less  to  treat  him  as 
a  burden  upon  her  charity  in  the  event  of  his  declining  to  do 
this.     The  obligation  is  all  her  own,  as  the  benefits  accruing  are 
hers.     And  so  she  herself  acknowledges,  by  ordaining  those 'in- 
exorable laws  for  his  education,  both  as  to  its  nature  and  its 
extent ;  a  departur%from  which,  so  far  from  being  optional  with 
him,  may  debar  him  from  all  access  to  her  pulpits.     Thus  bind- 
ing him  to  her  service  with  one  hand,  can  she,  with  the  other 
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repel  hkn,  when  he  demands  the  means  of  engaging  himself  in 
it?  Thisjisy-ould,  indeed,  be  requiring  brick  while  refusing  the 
straw.      °S 

But  if  they  who  come  to  her  doors,  seeking  entrance  into  the 
ministry,  choose,  or  their  immediate  friends  choose  for  them,  to 
afford  all  needfu!  pecuniary  aid  to  help  them  onward  to  the  pe- 
riod of  their  ordination,,  this  is  another  matter.  The  Church 
may  accept  this  assistance;  but,  in  doing  so,  she  is  simplyac- 
cepting  a  contribution  to  her  treasury  for  which  she  ought  to  be 
grateful.     She  has  no  authority  to  demand  it. 

It  is,  indeed,  no  wonderful  sacrifice  forta  young  man  to  make, 
when,  casting  aside  all  those  worldly  prospects  which  offer  to 
him  the  rewards  of  ambition,  or  wealth,  or  ease,  in  a  hundred 
Qtjher  pursuits  of  life,  he  resolves  to  devote  his  energies  and  his 
ffrhe  to  the  service  of  God  as  a  herald  of  salvation ;  and,  thus 
resolving,  seeks  to  prepare  himself,  at  his  own  cost,  for  so  high 
and  so  sacred  a  calling.  Doubtless  it  is  an  honor  unspeakable 
to  be  selected  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  be  a  messenger  of  grace  to 
lost  men.  And  he  who  is  thus  distinguished,  by  being  permitted 
to  look  forward  to  unusual  labors  and'uncommon  sacrifices,  and 
it  may  be  .to  pre-eminent  usefulness,  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  may 
well  afford  to  inaugurate  his  career  by  casting  all  his  property, 
as  he  does  all  his  talents-,  into  the  effort  to  prove  worthy  of  so 
peculiar  a  distinction.  But  the  point  at  issue  does  riot  lie  here. 
It  is  not  what  the  candidate  may  esteem  as  his  privilege,  but 
what  the  Church  must  regard  as  her  duty  If  he  be  in  the  con- 
dition which  enables  him  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  offering  to  the 
Church  himself  not  only,  but  himself  prepared  for  his  ordination 
vows,  let  him  think  it  no  hardship  to  taste  the  honey  of  such 
an  act  of  dedication.  But,  nevertheless,  if  this  he  can  not  do, 
or  if  this  he  feels  that  he  ought  not  to  do,  then  must  the 
Church  take  him  up  from  the  beginning,  conduct  him  into  her 
schools,  and,'by  every  means  in  her  power,  endeavor  to  make 
him  a  workman  who  will  never  "  ne>ed  to  be  ashamed." 

"JiVe  are  aware,  indeed,  that  however  you  may  dispose  of  this 
fundamental  position  in  a  discussion  of  the  subject  of  beneficiary 
education — even  though  it  may  readily  be  granted — yet  objec- 
tions are  urged  to  the  existing  scheme  adopted  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  almost  unanimous  Church  for  meeting  her  acknowledged 
obligations  in  the  premises;  and  on  the  ground  of  these  objec- 
tions, the  plea  for  a  radical  change  is  set  up  with  a  degree  of 
plausibility.  That  this  system  is  free  from  difficulties  no  one 
will  pretend.  That  it  has  been,  and  is  always  liable  to  be 
abused,  every  observing  and  reflecting  Christian  must  promptly 
allow.  But  if  we  steadily  look  at  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
have  been  pointed  out — it  we  measure  their  true  magnitudes — it 
will  be  seen  that  they  are  by  no  means  insuperable  in  them- 
selves or  fatal  to  the  system  with  which  the  Church  is  familiar, 
but  that  they  are  simply  those  inseparable  adjuncts  to  it,  as  a 
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system  whose  working  has  been  necessarily  intrusted  to  the 
imperfection  of  human  wisdom,  and  is  applied  to  the  weakness 
of  human  subjects.  It  may  be  well,  however,  to  glance  at  a  few 
of  the  difficulties  which  are  said  to  beset  this  path  of  the 
Church's  usefulness. 

1.  The  objection,  often  urged,  that  a  promise  of  support  to 
indigent  candidates  is  fraught'  with  the  danger  of  attracting 
men  from  the  lower  ordei's  of  society,  thereby  threatening  the 
pulpit  with  the  evils  of  rustic  coarseness  on  the  one  hand,  and, 
on  the  other,  deterring  men  of  commanding  social  station  from 
seeking  it,  is  hardly  deserving  of  serious  refutation.  Under 
any  state  of  things,  seeing  that  "not  many  wise,  not  many  no- 
ble are  called,"  it  must  be  the  case  that  comparatively  few,  in 
affluent  circumstances,  would  be  expected  to  enter  the  ministe- 
rial ranks.  To  the  poor,  and,  to  a  large  extent,  by  the  poor,  was 
the  Gospel  ordained  to  be  preached.  But  notwithstanding  this, 
your  committee  are  of  the  belief  that  the  ministry  of  our  Church, 
composed  to  a  considerable  extent  of  those  who  were  once 
beneficiaries,  has  never  been  materially  damaged  by  any  lack 
of  proper  refinement  in  its  incumbents.     God's  order  is  the  best. 

2.  A  more  formidable  objection  lies  against  a  tendency  which 
the  beneficiary  scheme  is  said  to  strengthen,  to  induce  men  to 
aspire  to  the  sacred  office  from  improper  motives;  for  its  high 
social  position ;  its  sources  of  personal  influence  and  aggran- 
dizement ;  for  the  assurance  it  gives,  in  most  cases,  of  a  respect- 
able living.  That  this  tendency  has,  in  some  instances,  become 
effect,  is  as  undeniable  as  lamentable.  But  it  is,  on  the  other 
hand,  historically  true  that  the  examples  of  genuine  piety, 
whose  prevailing  inducement  for  seeking  this  holy  service  has 
been  the  desire  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  rather  than  to  aim 
at  the  prizes  of  worldly  ambition  or  of  mere  professional  emolu- 
ment, are  as  numerous  under  the  system  in  question  as  could  be 
hoped  for  under  any  plan  which  implies  the  abandonment  of 
this.  The  objection,  therefore,  presses  only  upon  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  human  heart  as  lying  back  of  the  whole  matter, 
viewed  in  whatever  aspect  it  may  present  itself. 

3.  A  third  drawback  is,  that  it  is  supposed  to  beget  a  spirit  of 
mendicity,  instead  of  cultivating  that  of  personal  thrift  and 
manly  independence.  This  may  be  said  to  be  practically  coun- 
teracted by  the  fact  that  no  candidate  has  ever  yet  been  sup- 
ported from  the  treasury  of  the  Church  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
remove  all  care  from  his  mind  touching  his  daily  sustenance. 
We,  however,  believe  that,  as  a  general  thing,  our  candidates 
have  not  been  liberally  enough  supplied  with  pecuniary  help ; 
and  that,  whenever  the  feeling  of  mendicity  has  humbled  their 
honest  pride,  this  has  been  due,  not  to  the  aids  they  have  re- 
ceived, but  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  stinted  allowances  have 
too  often  been  extended.  Spirited  young  men  have  been  made 
to  experience  the  emotions  of  a  beggar,  because  the  hand  which 


doled  out  to  them  their  pittance  has  been  that  of  a  lordly  bene- 
factor. But  let  this  notion  be  once  removed  from  the  mind  of 
the  Church;  let  it  be  well  understood  that  her  candidates  are 
not  her  debtors  but  her  creditors;  that  they  are  receiving  sim- 
ply what  is  their  due,  not  what  is  their  need  in  distress;  and,  in 
no  case,  will  they  sink  beneath  the  consciousness  of  shame,  but 
will  hold  up  their  heads  in  the  consciousness  of  un'abasned  self- 
respect.  The  same  result,  indeed,  might  be  reached  (it  is  con- 
tended) bjr  driving  these  men  from  the  doors  of  the  Church, 
with  the  haughty  command  to  do  the  double  work  of  elevating 
their  characters  and  providing  for  their  own  education,  by  em- 
ploying themselves  in  teaching  or  some  other  useful  pursuit,  or 
D37  stripping  themselves  for  winning,  in  the  arena  of  scholarly 
conflict,  those  bursaries  which  have  been  provided  for  the  am- 
bitious victors.  But  to  say  nothing  more  as  to  the  want  of 
right  in  the  Church  thus  to  treat  her  future  ministers,  such  a 
plan  is  surrounded  with  formidable  impediments  on  the  ground 
of  simple  expediency  Experience  shows  that  those  students 
who,  in  order  to  secure  a  livelihood  which  shall  maintain  them 
throughout  their  course  of  preparation  for  the  pastoral  office, 
seek  to  devote  their  energies  to  teaching  or  to  mechanical  labor, 
do,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  waste,  in  harassing  efforts  to  obtain  a 
support,  that  precious  time  which  would  otherwise  be  far  more 
profitably  employed  in  direct  and  consecutive  study.  Thus 
their  education  is  delayed,  unless  they  meanwhile  study  pri- 
vately; and  if  this  be  done,  their  training  is  fragmentary,*im- 
perfect,  and  in  many  ways  damaging  to  their  future  usefulness. 
Or  if  they  find,  as  has  so  often  been  the  case,  that  they  and 
theirs  can  be  more  easily  supported  by  the  methods  they  have 
been  forced  to  adopt  by  a  parsimonious  Church,  they,  by  and  by,  • 
resist  the  gradually  enfeebled  call  which  once  had  stirred  then? 
souls,  and  fail  to  enter  the  ministry  at  all.  And  as  to  bursaries 
or  scholarships  to  be  contended  for  as  the  reward  of  talent,  these 
do  not  exist  to  any  extent;  and  if  they  did,  they  would  neces- 
sarily be  open  to  all  students,  religious  and  irreligious,  and  to 
those  seeking  the  several  professions  alike.  By  means  of  such 
a  plan,  therefore,  if  brought  into  being,  we  might  secure  a  tal- 
ented ministry,  but  it  would  be  an  insignificantly  small  one. 
And  besides,  God  under  no  dispensation  has  called  only  those 
of  high  intellectual  gifts — men  of  commanding  genius — to  the 
ministry;  while  yet  there  has  been  a  place  for  every  one  who 
was  divinely  called,  where  he  might  be  useful,  whether  great  or 
small  in  the  order  of  his  native  abilities.  To  the  reply,  how- 
ever, that  the  scholarships  in  question  might  easily  be  increased 
in  number,  by  the  use  of  those  moneys  which  are  now  expended 
in  beneficiary  education,  and  might  also  be  confined  in  their 
destination  to  candidates  for  the  ministry— the  obvious  and 
crushing  rejoinder  is,  that  thus  there  would  be  lodged  in  the  very 
bosom  of  the  Church  a  source  of  evil,  from  whose  baleful  pres- 
ence must  necessarily  issue  ambitions,  envies,  jealousies,  to  poison 
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the  fountain  of  ministerial  character  and  jeopard  the  dearest 
interests  of  Zion.  For,  in  the  emulation  of  an  excited  contest 
for  precedence,  the  contesting  candidates  would  experience 
every  influence  which  fosters  pride;  and,  after  a  generation  or 
two,  the  fatal  effects  would  be  witnessed  in  the  disorders  of  a 
torn  Church,  where  the  humility  of  John  has  given  place  to  the 
vainglory  of  Diotrephes. 

Still  other  objections  to  the  present  scheme  of  beneficiary  edu^ 
cation  exist,  and  are  urged.  But  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
discuss  them  all  in  a  document  like  this,  which  can  serve  only 
as  an  introduction  into  a  field  which  is  capable  of  the  widest  ex- 
ploration. But  we  believe,  that  however  far  such  exploration 
might  be  conducted,  at  each  successive  step  friends  of  the  ex- 
isting plan  would  find  new  cause  for  admiring  the  wisdom  which 
devisedfit,  for  applying  themselves  to  the  effort  to  perfect  it, 
and  (while  praising  the  Head  of  the  Church  for  the  eminency  of 
its  past  success)  for  exerting  every  appliance  of  spiritual  fore- 
sight to  expand  its  usefulness. 

"We  can  see,  then,  no  cause  for  alarm  in  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  this  scheme,  in  any  evil  influence  it  may  exert  upon  the 
beneficiary,  provided  care  be  taken  to  instruct  him  in  his  true 
position  as  such ;  nor  in  any  wrong  it  can  do  the  Church,  pror 
vided  care  be  taken  to  place  her  upon  the  true  ground  of  unen- 
cumbered and  absolute  duty  in  the  premises. 

Without  opening,  therefore,  any  other  door  through  which  to 
enter  upon  views  of  this  subject  that  may  serve  to  exhaust  it, 
without  attempting  an  argument  with  reference  to  the  extent 
of  mental  and  moral  training  that  ought  to  be  insisted  on  in 
every  case,  or  an  argument  in  favor  of  adopting  some  new  plan 
for  multiplying  the  number  of  ministers  beyond  any  past  ex- 
perience in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  or  without  engaging  in 
any  historical  investigation  touching  the  abuses  into  which  the 
existing  scheme  of  ministerial  education  is  likely  to  launch; 
even  without  suggestions  of  certain  manifest  improvements  in 
this  scheme,  the  details  of  whose  management  had  better  be  left 
to  the  future  action  of  the  committee  and  the  Assembly;  we 
close  by  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions :  • 

Resolved,  1.  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Assembly, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  pray  unceasingly  to  her  Head  for 
a  large  increase  of  candidates  for  the  Gospel  ministry;  and 
when  they  are  received  at  His  hands,  it  is  her  further  duty  to 
provide  them  with  a  suitable  education  in  the  way  of  preparing 
them  for  their  work ;  and  to  provide  it,  not  as  a  matter  of  char- 
ity, but  of  justice  to  all  the  parties  concerned. 

Resolved,  2.  That  this  Assembly  can  discover  no  sufficient 
reason  for  superseding,  at  this  time,  the  organization  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  Education. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  E.  WILSON,  Chairman. 
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Cleghorn.  Elisha  B. 

Cleland,  Thomas  H.,  Union  Church,  Miss. 
Cleveland,  T.  P.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Clisby,  A.  W..  Thomasville.  Ga. 
Coble.  John  H.,  Gilopolis,  N.  C. 
Cochran,  Isaac,  Darlington  Heights,  Va. 
'Cochran,  John  M.,  Victoria,  Texas. 
Cochran,  David,  Jackson,  Tenn. 
Cohen,  James. 

Coit,  George  H.,  Americus,  Ga. 
Colton,  D.D.,  Simeon,  Asheboro',  N,  C. 
Colton,  J.  H.,  Asheboro',  N.  C. 
Comfort,  David. 

Connelly,  J.  M.,  Columbus,  Texas. 
Connolly.  Malcolm  C„  Brenham,  TexasA 
Cooper,  R.  E. 

Copeland,  Charles  C,  Wheelock,  C.  N.,  Art. 
Corbett,  William  B..  Ciieraw,  S.  C. 
Cozby,  J.  S.,  Bryan  C.  H.,  Ga. 
Cousar,  James  A,  Selkirk,  S.  C. 
Craig,  John  N.,  Lancaster.  S.  C. 
Crane;  Edward  P.,  Morrison's  Mills,  Fla. 
Crane,  William  H,.  Quincy,  Fla. 
Crawford,  A.  L.,  Warren,  Ark. 
Crawford,  T.  C,  Dirt  Town,  Ga. 
Cummins,  D.  H.,  Covington.  Tenn. 
Cunningham,  A.  N„  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Cunningham,  David  H..  Mountain  Cove,  Va. 
Cunningham,  D.D.,  H.  B.,  Columbia.  S.  C. 
Cunningham,  William  M.,  LaGrange,  Ga. 
Currie,  Archibald,  Hillsboro',  N.  C. 
Currey,  R.  0.,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
Curtis,  L.  W. 
Custer,  Philander  M.,  Mt.  Meridian,  Va. 

Dabney,  D.D.,  R.  L.,  Hampden  Sidney,  Va. 
Dalton,  P.  H.,  High  Point.  N.  C. 
Dana,  William  C.  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Davidson,  E.  C.  Water  Valley,  Miss. 
Davidson,  Joseph  T.,  Homer,La. 
Davies,  J.  A.,  Yorkville,  S.  C. 
Davies,  S.  W..  Augusta.  Ark. 
Davis,  John  H,  Charlotte  C.  H.,  Va. 
Davis,  Robert  N.,  Lincolnton,  N.  C. 
Davis,  D.D.,  S.  S.,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Davis,  Thomas  E.,  Davidson  College,  N.  C. 
Davis,  William  H.,  Mount  Carmel,  S.  C. 
Deane,  Henry  L.,  Griffin,  Ga. 
Denny,  John  C,  Mpnticello,  N.  C. 


Denny,  G.  H.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
DeVeaux.  T.  L ,  Lowndesboro',  Ala. 
Dickson,  A.  F.,  Orangeburg.  S.  C. 
Dickson,  H.  R.,  Rock  Hill,  S.  0.  ^ 

Dickson,  Michael,  Milford,  Texas. 
Dinwiddie,  Wm.,  Boston,  Ga. 
Doak,  D.D.,  Alex.  A.,  KnoxviIle,<Tenn. 
Doak,  Daniel  G.,  Oxford,  Miss. 
Doak,  J.  W.  K.,  Greenville,  TennJP*' 
Doak,  D.D..  Samuel  W.,  Greenvilleytfenn. 
Dobbs,  C.  H.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Dod,  C.  S.,  Macon,  Ga. 
Doll,  J..  Yanceyville,  N.  C. 
Donnelly.  S..  Greenwood,  S.  C. 
Doremus,  D.D.,  J.  E.  C,  Rosedale,  La. 
Douglas,  James,  Blackstocks,  S.  C. 
Douglas,  John,  Chester.  8j  C. 
Douglas,  R.  It.,  Unionville,  S.  C. 
Dow,  John  R.,  Aiken,  S.  C. 
Downing,  J.  G.,  Lawrenceville,  Ga. 
DuBose,  John  E.,  Tallahassee.  Fla. 
Dudley,  Jacob  D.,  Dover  Mills,  Va.t 
Dunlap,  Mitchell  D.,  Academy,  Va.' 
Dunlop.  James  B..  Bainbridge,  Ga. 
Dunlop.  William  C,  Marshall,  Texas*. 
Dunwody,  James  B.,  Washington,  Ga. 
button,  D.D.,  Warren  B.,  Charlestown,  Va. 

Eagleton,  D.D.,  Wm.,  Murfreesboro',  Tenn. 
Edwards,  John,  Wheelock,  C.  N„  Ark. 
Eells,  Edward,  Keachi,  La. 
Eldridge,  E.  D. 

Emerson,  Luther,  Middlebrook,  Va, 
Emerson.  W.  C,  Meridian,  Mies. 
English,  Thomas  R.,  Mayesville,  S.  C. 
Enloe,  Asahel,  Springport,  Miss. 
Erwin,  T.  W.,  Blackstocks.  S.  C. 
Evans,  R.  R.,  Germantown,  Tenn. 
Ewing,  Daniel  B.,  Gordonsville,  Va. 
Ewing,  John  D.,  Lisbon,  Va. 

Fairloy,  David,  Manchester,  N.  C. 
Farrow,  W.  T.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Faucette,  Thomas  U..  Oxford.  N.  C. 
Ferguson,  A.  N..  Carthage,  N.  C. 
Ferrill,  George  W..  Tally  Ho.  N.'C. 
Finnev,  E.  D.,  Washington,  Miss. 
Fisk,  Pliny,  Doaksville,  C,  N. 
Fitzgerald,  James  H..  Buckingham  C.  H.,  Va. 
Flanagan,  James  H.,  Kingwood,  Va. 
Flinn,  William,  Milledgeville,  Ga. 
Foote,  D.D.,  William  H.  ' 
Ford,  J.  Franklin,  Minden,  La. 
Foremen.  Stephen,  Tahlequah,  Ark. 
Forrest,  D.D.,  John,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Foster,  G.  R..  Wetumpka,  Ala. 
Fraser,  Donald,  Madison,  Fla. 
Freeman,  J.  F.  W.,  Richmond,  Va. 
Frierson,  D.  E.,  Jeffries'  Creek,  S.  C. 
Frierson,  Edward  0.,  Gourdin's  Depot,  S.  C. 
Frierson,  J.  Simpson,  Ashwood,  Tenn. 
Frierson,  J.  Stephenson,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tenn. 
Frierson,  S.  R.,  Starkville,  Miss. 
Frontis,  Stephen,  Deep  Well,  N.  C. 
Frost,  J.  H.,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 
Fullinwider,  P.  H.,  fluntsville,  Texas. 

Gaillard,  J.  II.,  Tupelo.  Miss. 
Gaillard,  S.  S..  Greenville  O.  H.,  S  C. 
Galloway.  S.,  Midville,  Ga. 
Gamble,  James. 

Garrison,  R.  C,  Woodville*  Tenn. 
Gaston,  Le  Roy  B.,  Enterprise,  Miss. 
Geary,  John  M..  Plain's  Store,  La. 
Gibbs,  George  M.,  Clinton,  N.  C. 
Gibert,  Joseph,  Mount  Olive,  Miss. 
Gibert,  J.  F.,  Abbeville  (J.  H.,  S.  C. 
Gildersleeve,  Benjamin,  Abingdon.  Va. 
Gill,  Sidney  §.,  Hickftry  Withe,  Tenn. 
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Gilland.  James  R..  IndiantoWn,  S.  C. 

Gillespie,  James  H.,  Denmark,  Tenn. 

Gillespie.  W.  P.,  Liberty,  Miss. 

Gilmer,  George  H.,  Farmville,  Va. 

Gilmer,  T.  Walker,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 

Gilmfre,  J.  H.,  Kerr's  Creek,  Va. 

Girardeau,  J.  L.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Giadney,  R.  8,  Aberdeen,  Miss. 

Goulding.  FrasWis  R..  Macon,  6a. 

Graham,  Jams  R„  Winchester,  Va. 

Graham,  «C.  Moscow,  Texas. 

Graham,  — ^  Covington,  La. 

Graham.  Robert  C,  Mack's  Meadows,  Va. 

Grasty,  John  S.,  Fincastle,  Va. 

Graves,  A.  R.,  Zion  Seminary,  Miss. 

Graves,  Eli,  Quitman.  Ga. 

Graves,  E..  San  Antonio.  Texas. 

Graves,  Joel  S.,  Greenfield,  Ga. 

Graves,  N.  Z.,  Little  Bpck,  Ark. 

Graves,  Robert  J.,  Oaks,  N.  C. 

Graves,  William.  Mills  River,'  N.  C. 

Gray,  D.D.,  J.  H.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Gray,  William  A.,  Ripley,  Miss. 

Gready,' William  P.,  Walhalla,  S.  C. 

Green,  E.  H.,  Mount  Pleasant,  Texas, 

Green,  E.  M.,  Newnan,  Ga. 

Greer,  James,  Covington,  Ga. 

Gregg,  W.  A.,  Conwayboro',  S.  C. 

Hagaman,  Abraham.  Lake  Providence,  La. 

Hall,  George,  Fayette,  Miss. 

Hall,  James  D.,  Woodlawn,  N.  9. 

Hall,  J.  M.,  Vienna,  La. 

Hall,  Samuel  B.,  Centreville.  Miss. 

Hall,  W.  A.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Hall,  William  A.,  Eaton,  Tenn. 

Hall,  William  T.,  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Hall.  William,  Oxford,  Ala. 

Halliday.  S.  F. 

Halloway,  A.  H. 

Hamilton,  William  E.,  Monticello,  Fla. 

Hardie,  Henry,  Woodstock,  Va. 

Harding,  E.  H..  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Harris,  John  K.,  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Harris,  John  M.,  Romney,  Va. 

Harris,  J.  L.,  Somerville,  Ala. 

Harris,  J.  S.,  Gnthriesville,  S.  C. 

Harrison,  D.,  Liberty  Hill,  S.  C. 

Harrison,  Peyton.  Baltimore,  Md. 

Harrison,  W.  A.,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Harrison,  W.  P.,  Knox  Hill,  Fla. 

Hart,  Andrew,  Pattonsburg.  Va. 

Hart,  Edson,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Harvey.  Holmes  L.,  Alpine,  Ala. 

Hatch,  L.  D..  Greensboro',  Ala. 

Hawes,  H.  H,  Ford's,  Va. 

Hay,  S.  H.,  Camden.  S.  C. 

Haynes.  James.  Indian  Creek.  Va. 

Hazen,  James  K..  Prattville,  Ala. 

Hendee,  Homer,  Cuthbert,  Ga. 

Henderson,  I.  J. 

Henderson,  R„  Danville,  Miss. 

HendrickVC.  8. 

Hepburn,  A.  D  ,  Wilmington,  N.  C, 

Herring,  Needham  W.,  Kenansville,  N.  C. 

Higgins,  DJ)..  Samuel  Hall,  Columbus,  Ga. 

Hill,  H.  G,  Hillsboro',  N.  C. 

Hillhouse,  JT.  B.,  8teele's,  8.  C,  ''     r^'''1 

Hines,  Edward,  Sassafras  Fork,  N-  0. 

Hodge,  Samuel,  Broylesville,  Tenn. 

Hodgman,  8.  &.,  Hempstead,  Texasr  ■ 

Hoge,  John  M.,  Johnsville,  Ark. 

Hogs.  D.D.,  Moses  D.,. Richmond,  Va. 

Hogshead,  Alexander  L.,  Collierstown,  Va. 

Hollander.  J.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Holmes,  D.D.,  James,  Covington,  Tenn. 

Holmes.  Z.  L.,  Laurens  C.  H-,  S.  C. 

Hopkins,  A.  C.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Hotchkin,  Ebenewr,  Doafertftle,  air. 


Houston,  R.  A.,  Greenesboro',  Ga. 
Houston,  Samuel  R.,  Union,  Va. 
Houston,  R.  R.,  Rocky  Point,  Va. 
Houston,  W.  W.,  New  Hampden.  Va. 
Howe,  D.D.,  George,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Hoyt,  Henry  F.,  Albany,  Ga. 
Hoyt,  D.D.  Nathan,  Athens,  Ga. 
Hoyt,  J.  W.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Hughe's,  A.  G.,  Mebanesville,  N.  C. 
Humphreys,  David.  Rock  Mills,  8.  C. 
Humphreys,  D.  W„  Sardis,  Miss.     ,.£,■ 
Humphreys,  James  M.,  Newbern,  Xmi, 
Hunter,  John,  Jackson.  Miss.  "  .  i     . 

Huntington.  J.,  Nashville.  Tenfe 
Hutchison,  D.D.,  J.  R.,  Houston;  Texas. 
Hutton,  C.  M..  Snmterville,  Ala. 
Hyde,  E.  F.,  Scnffletown,  S  C. 
Hyde,  G.  C,  Atchafalaya,  Ala. 

Irwin,  David  C,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
Isler,  8.  H.,  Goldsboro',  N.  C. 

Jackson.  Matthew  W.,  Rough  Creek,  Va. 
Jacobs,  Ferdinand,  Laurens  C.  H.,  S.  C. 
Jacobs,  W.  P.,  Clinton,  8.  C. 
James,  Albert  A.,  Jonesville,  8.  C. 
Jennings,  James  H ,  Bloomery,  Va. 
Johnson,  Angus.  Byhalia,  Miss. 
Johnson,  A.  G.,  Manassas,  Ga. 
Johnson,  Daniel,  Gilopolis,  N.  C. 
Johnson,  T.  P..  Batesville,  Miss. 
Johnston,  F.  H.,  Lexington.  N.  C. 
Johnston.  R.  Z.,  Pineville,  N.  C. 
Jones,  John,  Bond's  Mill,  Ga. 
Jordan,  D.  E.,  Madison.  N.  C. 
Junkin,  E.  D..  Brownsbnrg,  Va. 
Junkin,  William  F,  Fancy  Hill,  Va. 

Kaufman,  J.  Henry.  Rome,  Ga. 

Keith,  William  J,  Griffin,  Ga. 

Kelly.  J. 

Kenmore,  Charles. 

Kennedy,  James  C,  Statesville,  N.  C. 

Kennedy,  J.  C,  Ridgeway,  8.  C. 

Kennedy,  J.  L.,  Williamston,  S.C 

Kennedy,  R.  P.,  Highland,  Va. 

Kennedy,  R.  W.  B,  Pleasant  Ridge.  Ala. 

Kennedy.  W.  L.,  Pleasant  Ridge,  Ala. 

Kerr,  D.D..  A.  H.  Delta,  Tenn. 

Kerr,  H.  M.,  Water  Valley,  Miss. 

Kerr,  J.  W.,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Ketchum,  R.  C.,  Clarksville.  Ga. 

Kilpatrick,  W.  M.,  Mocksville,  N.  C. 

Kimmons,  John  A.,  Saltillo,  Miss. 

King,  Charles  B,  Savannah.  Ga. 

King,  J.  L.,  Perry,  Ga. 

Kingsbury,  D.D..  Cyras,  Doaksville,  C.  N.,  Ark. 

Kirkland,  A.,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  J.  L..  Davidson  College,  N.  C. 

Kirkpatrick,  John  M.,  Danville,  Va. 

Kline,  A.  L..  Columbia,  Tenn. 

Krider,  B.  Scott,  Rowan  Mills,  N.  C. 

Lacy,  Beverly  T ,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Lacy,  D.D.,  Drury,  Wilsen,  N.  C. 

Lacy,  William  8  ,  El  Dorado,  Ark. 

Lacy,  William  S.         * 

Lafar,  D.  X..  Anderson  C.  H.,  8.  C. 

Lafferty,  R.  H.,  Charlotte.  N.  C. 

Lambe,  H.  B.,  .Natchez,  Miss. 

Lane,  Charles  W.,  Talfhage,  Ga. 

Lanneau,  John  F.,  Marietta,  Ga. 

Lapsley,  D.D.,  R.  A..  Shelby  Springs,  Ala. 

Larkin, ,  McLeod,  Miss. 

Law,  T.  H.,  -Florence,  S.  C. 

Lawrence,  A.  B.,  Bovina,  Miss. 

Lea,  T.  D.,  Paulding,  Miss. 

Lee,  Edmund.  Savannah.  6a. 

Lee,  William  States,  ftjwiteville,  S.  C. 
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Legare,  I.  S.  K.,  Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Legare,  T.  H.,  Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Leland.  D.D.,  A.  W.,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Leps.  James  H..  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Lewis,  J.  N..  Elm  Bluff.  Ala. 

Lewis.  Reuben,  Holcombe's  Rock.  Ta. 

Leyburn,  D.D..  John,  Richmond,  Va. 

Lilley,  John.  Jlicco,  Ark. 

Lindley,  Daniel.  Port  Natal,  South  Africa, 

Lindsay,  J.  0.,  Mount  Carmel,  S.  C. 

Lindsley.  D.D.,  J.  B.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Little,  James,  Gainesville.  Fla. 

Lockridge,  A.  Y.,  Ringgold.  Ga. 

Logan,  Robert,  LaGrange,  Ga. 

Long,  I.  J.,  Sumter,  S.  C. 

Love.  S.  J-,  Natchez,  Miss. 

Loughridge,  A.  J..  Alta  Springs,  Texas. 

Loughridge,  R.  M.,  Alta  Springs,  Texas. 

Lynch,  Thomas.  Mebauesville,  N.  C. 

Lyon,  D.D.,  James  A.,  Culumbus,  Miss. 

Mack,  J.  B.,  Mayesville,  S.  C. 
Mack,  D.D.,  "William.  Columbia,  Tenn. 
Mallard,  Robert  Q.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Marable.  B.  F. 

Markham.  Thomas  R..  Army  of  Tennessee. 
Marks,  Richard  T..  White  Sulphur  Springs.  Ga. 
Marshall,  D.D.,  William  K..  Henderson,  Texas. 
Martin,  Alexander,  Aspenwall,  Va. 
Martin,  C.  P.  B.,  Columbus.  Ga. 
Martin,  Edward,  Nottoway  C.  H.,  Ya. 
Martin,  James,  Little  Rock.  Ark. 
Mathes,  A.  H..  Gi'aysburg,  Tenn. 
Matthews,  Wm.  H.,  Pittsylvania  C.  H.,  Ya. 
Mecklin,  A.  H.,  Poplar  Creek,  Miss. 
Meredith,  J.  D.,  Somerville,  Tenn. 
Mickle,  Robert  A.,  Marion,  Ala. 
Millen,  S.  C,  Taylorsville,  N.  C. 
Miller,  Arnold  W.,  Petersburg,  Va. 
•Miller,  Charles  A.,  Christiansburg,  Ya. 
Miller,  John,  Petersburg,  Va. 
Miller,  J.  W.,  Gay  Hill,  Texas. 
Miller,  Willis  L.,  Greensboro',  N.  C. 
Milner,  R.  W.,  Paoli.  Ga. 
Mitchell,  J.  C,  Mobile,  Ala. 
Mitchell,  D.D.,  Wm.  H..  Florence,  Ala. 
Monroe,  Hugh  A.,  White's  Creek,  N.  C. 
Montgomery,  A.  D.,  Washington,  Ga. 
Montgomery,  James  S.,  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 
Montgomery,  John  W.,  Lawsonville,  N.  C. 
Montgomery,  S.  31. 
Montgomery,  T.  F.,  Hogansville,  Ga. 
Mooney,  A.  M.,  Pontotoc,  Miss. 
Moore,  J.  W..  Austin,  Ark. 
Moore,  D.D.,  Thomas  V.,  Richmond,  Va. 
Moore,  Wm.  D.,  Port  Gibson,  Miss. 
Moore,  William  S..  Franklin,  N.  C. 
More.  Gaylord  L.,  Fort  Gaines,  Ga. 
Morey,  I..  Franklin,  Tenn. 
Morgan,  Gilbert.  Sumter,  S.  C. 
Morgan,  N.  R..  Eutaw,  Ala. 
Morris.  F.  C,  Osceola,  Ark. 
Morrison,  H.  M.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Morrison,  James.  Brownsburg,  Ya. 
MorTison,  James  E.,  Morven,  N.  C. 
Morrison,  D.D.,  R.  H.,  Cottage  Home,  N.  C. 
Morrison,  William  N.,  Asheville,  N.  C. 
Morrison,  W.  W*,  New  Harmony,  Ala. 
Morrow,  C  N.,  Asheboro',  N.  C. 
Morse.  A.  A.,  Due  West.  S.  C. 
Moseley,  Bennett  W.,  Oakley,  Ya. 
Moseley,  H..  Palestine,  Texas. 
Moseley,  J.  W. 

Mullaly,  F.  P..  Pendleton,  S.  C. 
Murkland,  S.  S.,  Bethany  Church,  N.  C. 
Murray.  James,  Templeton.  Va. 
Murray,  L.,  Monticello,  Ark. 
Myers.  D.D..  Joseph  H..  Monticello,  Fla. 
McAlister,  Hector,  Kyle's  Landing,  N.  C. 


McAllister,  R.  S.,  Fort  Mill,  S.  C.    • 
McAuley,  W.  H.,  Uniontown,  Alabama. 
McBryde,  Duncan  Daniel,  Averasboro',  N.  C. 
McCallum,  Angus,  Union  Church,  Miss. 
McCombs,  G.  B..  Beech  Grove,  Tenn. 
McConnell,  J.  A.,  Camden,  Miss. 
McConnell,  William,  Houma,  La. 
McCorkle,  A.  B.,  Talladega,  Ala. 
McCorkle.  F.  A.,  Greenville,  Tenn. 
McCormick,  William  J.,  Liberty  Hill,  S.  C. 
McCoy,  H.  P.  R.,  Charlottesville,  Va. 
McCoy,  Robert,  Army  of  Tennessee. 
McDonald,  Henry.  Port  Gibson,  Miss. 
McDonald,  Neill,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 
McDonald,  W.  A.,  Morrison's  Tanyard,  N.  C. 
McDowell,  James,  Manning,  S.  C. 
McDuffie,  D.,  Lynchwood,  S  C. 
McElhenny,  D.D.,  John.  Lewisburg,  Va. 
McFarland,  D.D.,  Francis,  Mint  Spring,  Va. 
McFeatters,  Matthew,  Texana,  Texas. 
McGuffey,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  W.  H.,  Univ.  of  Yirg'a. 
Mcllwaine,  Richard,  Farmville,  Va. 
Mclnnis,  R.,  Enterprise,  Miss. 
Mcintosh,  John  R.,  Eufaula,  Ala. 
Mclntyre,  K . 

Mclver,  John  L.,  Buffalo,  N.  C. 
McKay,  Neill,  Summerville,  N.  C. 
McKee,  James  M..  Orion,  Ala. 
McKinney,  C.  Enterprise,  Miss. 
McKinney,  D.D.,  Samuel.  New  River,  La. 
McKinnon,  L.,  Gilopolis.  N.  C. 
McKittrick,  John,  Oak  Hill,  Ga. 
McLees,  H.  W.,  Sadler's  Creek,  S.  C. 
McLees,  John,  Greenwood,  S.  C. 
McLees,  Robert,  Seneca,  S.  C. 
McLean,  Hector.  Malta,  N.  C. 
McLure,  D.  M.,  Kingstree,  S.  C. 
McMartin,  P.  A. 

McMillan,  Andrew,  Springfield,  N.  C. 
McMnllen,  D.D.,  R.  B.,  Clarksville,  Tenn. 
McMurray.  Francis.  Union  Springs,  Ala.' 
McNair,  Daniel,  Galveston,  Texas. 
McNair,  E.,  Williamsport,  La. 
McNair,  Evander,  Eufaula,  Ala. 
McNair,  Malcolm,  Fair  Play,  N.  C. 
McNeely,  L.,  Hillsboro',  Ark. 
McNeiley,  J.  H.,  Army  of  Tennessee. 
McNeill,  Hector.  Montpglier,  N.  C. 
McNeill,  James  H.,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 
McPherson.  James  P.,  Springfield,  N.  C. 
McQueen,  Archibald,  Queensdale,  N.  C. 
McQueen,  Donald.  Sumter,  S.  C. 
McQueen,  James,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 
McQueen,  Martin,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
McWhorter,  William,  Bachelor's  Retreat,  S.  C. 

Nail,  James  H.,  Tuskegee,  Ala. 
Nail.  D.D..  Robert,  Talladega,  Ala. 
Naylor,  James,  Middleton,  M*s'. 
Neill,  Thomas  B.,  Fairview,  S.  C. 
Neil,  William,  Gallatin.  Miss. 
Newton,  Henry,  Jefferson,  Ga. 
Niven,  T.  M.,  Army  of  Virginia. 

Ogden,  Thomas  A.,  Natchez,  Miss. 
Orr,  Samuel. 

Osborn,  Robert,  Fairton,  N.  J. 
Cstroni,"  V.  C,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Otts,  J.  M.  P.,  Greensboro',  Ala. 
Overstreet,  R.  M.,  Georgetown,  Texas. 

Paine,  Henry  H..  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 
Palmer,  D.D.,  B.  M.,  Columbia,  S.  C.  ' 
Palmer,  E.  P.,  Marietta,  Ga. 
Palmer,  Edward,  Walterboro',  S.  C. 
Park,  James,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
Park,  John  S.   Memphis.  Tenn. 
Parks,  G.  D„    _nola,  N.  C. 
Parsons,  L.  L..,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 
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Patterson,  D.D.,  James  C,  Griffin,  Ga. 

Patterson,  M.  A..  Mount  Holly,  Ark. 

Patton,  F..  Oxford,  Miss. 

Paxton,  Thomas  N.,  Marion,  N.  C. 

Payne,  A.  (J..  Comite,  La. 

Pearson,  W.  F.,  Temple  of  Health,  S.  C. 

Peck,  Thomas  E.,  Hampden  Sidney,  Ta. 

Peden,  A.  G.,  Griffin,  Ga. 

Peden,  Mitchell,  New  Prospect,  Miss. 

Penick,  Daniel  A.,  Pioneer  Mills,  N.  C. 

Penick,  Jr.,  Daniel  A.,  Concord,  N.  G. 

Penick,  P.  Tinsley,  Liberty,  Ta. 

Penland,  Alexander,  Redman,  Ala. 

Perryman  J.  M.,  Creek  Agency,  Ark. 

Peters,  B.  F.,  Fayetteville,  Ala. 

Petrie,  D.D.,  George  H.  W„  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Petrie,  G.  L..  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Pharr,  D  D.,  Samuel  C.,  Alexandriana,  N.  C. 

Pharr,  Walter  W.,  Statesville,  N.  C. 

Pharr,  Walter  S.,  Park's  Store,  N.  C. 

Pharr.  William  W.,  Coddle  Creek,  N.  C. 

Phillips,  Charles,  Chapel  Hill.  N.  C. 

Phillips,  D.D.,  James,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C.  • 

Phillips,  John,  Glade  Mills.  Md..  / 

Pickens,  A.  M.,  Centre  Point,  Tean. 

Pickens,  John  A.,  Brownsville,  Tenn. 

Pierson,  Philip,  New  Zion,  S.  C. 

Pinkerton,  John,  Mount  Solon,  Va. 

Pinkerton,  William,  Steel's  Tavern,  Va. 

Pitzer,  A.  W.,  Sparta,  Ga. 

Porter,  Abner  A.,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Porter,  David  H.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Porter,  Edward  E. 

Porter,  G.  J..  Hendersontille,  N.  C.     , 

Porter,  J.  D.,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Porter,  R.  K.,  Berzelia,  Ga. 

Powers,  Urias,  Big  Lick.  Va 

Pratt,  H.  B.,  Army  of  Teunessee. 

Pratt,  John  W.,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Pratt,  DJ).,  N.  A..  Roswell,  Ga. 

Preston,  Thomas  L.,  Westview,  Va. 

Price,  Robert,  Rodney.  Miss. 

Price,  Samuel  J.,  Yanceyvilie,  N.  C. 

Price,  William  T.,  McDowell,  Va. 

Proctor,  John  0.,  Gerardstown,  Va. 

Pryor,  D.D.,  Theodorick,  Petersburg,  Va. 

Pugb,  John  W.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Purviance,  D.D.,  James,  Natchez,  Miss. 

Quarterman,  X.  P.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Ramsey,  D.D..  James  B.,  Lynchburg,  Va. 
Rankin,  Jesse,  Lenoir,  N.  0. 
Ratchford,  W.  W. 
Raymond,  H.  R.,  Marion,  Ala. 
Raymond,  Moses,  Springfield,  Va. 
Reece,  R.  S.,  Lexington,  Va. 
Reid,  Alexander,  Doaksville,  C.  N. 
Reid,  J.  W.,  Philomath,  Ga. 
Reid,  R.  H.,  Heidville,  S.  C. 
Reid,  S.  Irvine,  Hernando,  Miss. 
Reid,  W.  M.,  Mayesville,  S.  C. 
Rice,  James  M..  Covington,  Va. 
Rice,  D.D.,  John  H..  Mobile.  Ala. 
Richards,  J.  G.,  Liberty  Hill,  S.  C. 
Richardson,  William  T.,  Waynesboro',  Va. 
Riddle,  William.  Sidon,  Miss. 
Riley,  J.  R.,  Laurens  C.  H.,  S.  C. 
Robinson,  John  M.,  Jackson  Hill.  S.'C. 
Rockwell,  E.  F.,  Davidson  College,  N.  C 
Rogan,  Daniel.  Kingsport,  Tenn. 
Rogers,  J.  L.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Rogers,  0.  F.,  Verona,  Miss. 
Root,  Timothy,  Guntersville,  Ala. 
Rosamond,  J..  Fayetteville,  Ala. 
Rose,  Henry  B.,  Gap  M;lls,  Va. 
Roudebush,  8.  G.,  Woodville.  Miss. 
Rof  ston,  C.  A.,  Rhtfltown,  Tenn. 
Ruffner,  Williiini  H-  iiexiugton,  Va.  _    . 


Rumple,  Jethro,  Salisbury,  m.  C. 
Russell,  George  A.,  Crane's  Creek,  N.  C. 
Russel,  R.  D.,  Nanafalia,  Ala. 
Russell,  R.  Y.,  Blairsville,  S.  C. 
Rutherford,  £.  H.,  Enterprise,  Miss. 

Safford,  Henry,  Greensboro',  Ga. 

Salter,  I.  H,  Monroeville,  Ala. 

Sample,  W.  A ,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Sanderson,  D.  D.,  Entaw,  Ala. 

Savage,  William  T.,  Grenada,  Miss.*., 

Sawtelle,  B.  N.,  Tuscumbia,  Ala.      -p  . 

Saye,  James -H.,  Lewisville,  S.  C. 

Scott,  G.  K.,  Lockhart,  Texas.  ,. 

Scott,  John  A.,  Halifax  C.  H.,  Va. 

See,  Charles  S.  M.,  Fishersville.  Va. 

Sellais,  Duncan,  Black  River  Chapel,  N.  C. 

Shanks,  D.  W.,  Amelia  C.  H,  Va*. 

Sharp,  J.  D.,  Alto,  Texas. 

Sharpe,  W.  W.,  Due  West,  S.  C. 

Shaw,  Colin,  Black  River  Chapel,  N.  C. 

Shearer,  John  B.,  Black  Walnut,  Va. 

Sbeetz,  William  C,  Morgantown,  N.  C. 

Shepperson,  John  G.,  Otter  Bridge,  Va. 

Shepperson,  C.  M. 

Sherrill,  R.  E.,  Forest  Grove,  Miss. 

Sherwood.  John  M.,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Shive.  Rufus  W.,  Pontotoc,  Miss. 

Shotwell,  Nathan,  Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

Silliman,  A.  P.,  Clinton,  Ala. 

Simpson.  F.  T.,  Washington,  Ga. 

Sinclair,  Alexander,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Sinclair,  James,  Lumberton,  X-  C. 

Sinclair,  John  C.,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Singletary,  W.  H,  Singletary  ville,  S.  C. 

Small,  Arthur  M.,  Selma,  Ala. 

Smith,  Alexander,  Fayetteville,  Tenn. 

Smith,  A.  P.,  Spartanburg,  S.  C. 

Smith,  D.D.,  Benjamin  M ,  Hampden  Sidney,  Va. 

Smith,  Charles  R..  Scotland,  Ark. 

Smith,  D.  F.,  Jacksonville,  Ala. 

Smith,  H.  A.,  Ceutreville,  Ala. 

Smith,  H.  C. 

Smjth,  Henry  M.,  Shreveport,  La. 

Smith,  J.  Henry,  Greensboro',  N.  C. 

Smith,  Robert  C,  Talmage,  Ga. 

Smith,  T.  E.,  Reidville,  S.  C. 

Smoot,  R.  K. 

Smylie,  John  A.,  Livonia,  La. 

Smyth,  D.D.,  Thomas,  Charleston.  S.  C. 

Smythe,  0.  H.  P.,  Louisville,  Miss. 

Smythe,  R.  h..  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Somerville,  James,  Bridgeville,  Ala. 

Somerville,  W.  C,  Columbia.  Texas. 

Sparrow,  D.D.,  P.  J.,  Caliaba,  Ala. 

Sprunt,  James  M.,  Kenansville,  N.  C. 

Stacy,  James,  Newnan,  Ga. 

Stanfield,  S.  A.,  Milton,  N.  C. 

Stark,  Oliver  P.,  Doaksville.  C.  N.,  Ark. 

Stedman,  D.D.,  James  0.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Stewart,  C,  B.,  1'airview,  S.  C. 

Stewart,  J.  Curtis,  Murphy,  N .  C. 

Stewart,  Leander  L.,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Stillman,  D.D..  C.  A.,  Gainesville,  Ala. 

Stoddard.  William. 

Stoddard,  W.  R.,  Army  of  Mississippi. 

StiattuD,  James,  Jackson,  La. 

Stratton,  D.D.,  Joseph  B.,  Natchez,  Miss. 

Stroth^r,  James  W.,  Brownsville,  Tenn. 

Stuart,  Samuel  D.,  Staunton,  Va. 

Stuat't,  Thomas  C,  Pontotoc,  Miss. 

Sturgeon,  J.  C,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Sutton.  William  C,  Pee  Dee,  S.  C.  - 

Swift,  William,  Fort  Deposit,  Ala. 

Tadlock,  James  D,  Jonesboro',  Tenn. 
Talmage,  D.D..  Samuel  K.,  ttalmage,  Ga. 
Tate,  Robert,  SUl'B  Creek,  N.  C. 
Taylor,  R.  F-  Ariny  of  Nortliern  Virginia 
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Taylor.  Robert  J.,  Lexington,  Va. 
Telford,  William  B.,  Houston,  Fla. 
Tenney,  Levi.  Solado,  Texas. 
Thomas.  Enoch.  Chnrchville,  Va. 
Thompson.  Philip  H..  Mason's  Depot,  Tenn. 
Thompson,  William  H.,  Bolivar,  Tenn. 
Thompson,  William  S.,  New  Canton,  Va. 
Thomson,  J.  H..  McLeod's,  Miss. 
Tidball,  William  B.,  Concord  Depot,  Va. 
Todd.  David  A.,  Strother's  Depot,  S.  C. 
Towles,  Daniel  T.,  Teachey's,  N.  C. 
Trimble,  E.  C,  Jackson,  Tenn. 
Trimble,  William  W.,  Brownsburg,  Va. 
Turner,  D.D.,  D.  McNeill,  Abbeville  C.  H.,  S.  C. 

Vance,  D.D.,  Andrew,  Cloyd's  Creek,  Tenn. 
Vass,  Lachlan  C.  Amherst  C.  H.,  Va. 
Vaughan.  Clement  R.,  Cole's  Ferry,  Va. 
Vedder,  C.  S.,  Snmmerville,  S.  C. 

Waddel.  D.D.,  John  N.,  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Wailes,  Benjamin  M..  Greenfield,  Va. 
Walker,  J.  A.,  McKinley,  Ala. 
Walker,  Robert  0,  Chnrchville,  Va. 
Walkup,  J.  W„  Forks,  Va. 
Wallace.  James  A.,  Fort  Gaines,  Ga. 
Wallace,  John  H..  Clear  Branch,  Va. 
Wallace,  M.  J.,  Marlbrook,  Ark. 
Wallis,  James.  Concrete.  Texas. 
Warden,  William.  Wardensville.  Va. 
Wardlaw.  T.  De  Lacy,  Clarksville,  Tenu. 
Warren,  W.  H. 

Warrener,  P.  W..  New  Danville,  Texas. 
Watkins,  Samuel  W.i  Farmville,  Va. 
Watson.  A.  M.,  BiMgeville,  Ala. 
Watson,  James  Selma,  Ala. 
Watson,  J.  F.,  Yorkville.  S.  C. 
Watson.  Samuel  L.,  Yorkville,  S.  C. 
Watt,  J.  S..  Mansboro',  Va. 
Watts,  W.  B..  Miranda,  N.  C. 
Waugh.  Joseph. 

Way.  Richard  Q.,  Riceboro',  Ga. 
Wayne,  Benjamin,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Weeks,  Joseph,  Natchez,  Miss. 
Wells.  Shepard,  Columbia,  Tenn. 
Welch.  Thomas  R.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Whaley,  F.  N.,  Clarkesville.  Va. 
Wharey,  James  M..  Wytheville,  Va. 
Wharey.  Thomas.  Keysviile,  Va. 
White,  Charles.  Berryville.  Va. 
White,  George  William,  San  Marino,  Va. 


White,  Henry  M.,  Big  Lick,  Va. 

White,  James  E.,  Chester,  S.  C. 

White,  D.D.,  R.  B.,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

White,  T.  W.,  McFarland's,  Va. 

White,  D.D.,  William  S.,  Lexington,  Va. 

Wiley,  Calvin  H.,  GreenBboro',  N.  C. 

Wilhelm.  W.  F..  Blacksburg,  Va. 

Willbanks,  J.  S.,  Cross  Hill,  S.  C. 

Williams.  0.  Foster,  Ashwood,  Tenn. 

Williams,  Edwin  T..  Quincy,  Fla. 

Williams,  John  C,  Cokesbury,  S.  C. 

Williams,  William  G..  LaGrange,  Ala. 

Williamson,  Robert  B..  Macon,  Miss. 

Williamson.  D.D..  S.,  Washington,  Ark. 

Wills.  David,  Macon,  Ga. 

Wilspii,  D.D.,  Alexander,  Melville,  N.  C. 

Wilson,  Hugh,  Lexington,  Texas. 

Wilson,  James,  Wheelock,  Texas. 

Wilson,  James.  Knoxville.  Tenn. 

Wilson,  James  M.,  Rogersville,  Teun. 

Wilson,  D  D.,  John  S.,  Atlanta.  Ga. 

Wilson,  John  Davies,  Wilkesboro',  N.  C. 

Wilson,  D.D ,  J.  Leighton,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Wilson,  J.  M.,  Seguin,  Texas. 

Wilson,  D.D.,  Joseph  R.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Wilson,  Lewis  F.,  Hedgesville.  Va. 

Wilson,  D.D.,  Samuel  B..  Hampden  Sidney,  Va. 

Wilson,  S.  B.  0.,  Mountain,  Tenn. 

Wilson,  William  V.,  Lynchburg,  Va.. 

Wilson.  W.  W.,  Bishopville,  S.  C. 

Wirnpy,  Jesse,  Marion,  Ark. 

Win  ford,  J.  S.,  Mason's  Depot,  Tenn. 

Winn,  T.  S.,  Havana,  Ala. 

Witherspoon,  A.  J.,  Dfnden,  Ala. 

Witherspoon,  T.  D.,  Oxford,  Miss. 

Witherow,  T.  S..  Holcombe's  Rock,  Va. 

Wood.  M.  D.,  Yorkville,  S.  C. 

Wood.  William  A.,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Woodburn,  .1.  A. 

Woodhull,  George  S..  Point  Pleasant,  Va. 

Woodrow,  James.  Columbia.  S.  C. 

Woodruff,  John,  Quincy,  Fla. 

Woodworth,  M.  W.,  Thompson's  X  Roads,  Va. 

Wright,  Allen,  Boggy  Depot,  C.  N. 

Wright,  A.  H.,  Liberty,  Texas. 

Yandell.  L.  P..  Mason's  Depot,  Tenn. 
Yates,  William  B.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Young.  A.  W.,  Memphis.  Tenn. 
Young,  Henry  P.,  Galveston,  Texas. 
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ADDRESS  on  the  religious  instruction  of  the  negroes,  251,  270,  283. 

ASSEMBLY  met,  239  ;  hours  for  sessions,  242,  244 ;. devotional  exercises,  242  ;  place 
,of  next  meeting,  247;  time  of,  270;  dissolved,  289. 

ASSOCIATE  REFORMED  SYNOD,  delegate  from,  252;  address  of,  260;  com- 
munication from,  260,-  report  of  delegate  to,  270;  delegate  to  appointed,  281. 

BAPTISM,  report  of  committee  on  overture  concerning,  274. 

BENEFICIARY  EDUCATION,  report  of  committee  on,  251,  326;  action  on,  267. 

COLORED  EXHORTERS  AND  PREACHERS,  overture  concerning  the  licens- 
ure of,  246;  answer  to,  286. 

COMMISSIONERS  enrolled,  239 ;  additional,  242,  248 ;  motion  to  make  their  term 
of  office  two  years,  248,  270. 

CUMBERLAND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  report  of  delegate  to,  270;  dele- 
gate to  appointed,  281. 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS,  Executive  Committee  of,  report,  244,  313;  addresses  of 
commissioners  to  the  army,  251 ;  report  of  Standing  Committee,  278  ;  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  nominated,  278 ;  elected,  283. 

EDUCATION,  Executive  Committee  of,  report,  250,  313;  report  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee, 274 ;  Executive  Committee  nominated,  274 ;  elected,  283. 

ELECTIONS,  Committee  on,  241;  report  of,  241. 

FINANCE,  report  on,  260,  261 ;  Standing  Executive  Committee  of,  appointed,  281. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE,  report  on,  280. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS,  report  of  Executive  Committee,  244,  323;  report  of  Stand- 
ing Committee,  266  ;  Executive  Committee  nominated,  266  ;  elected,  283. 

FORMS  OF  PRAYER,  motion  concerning,  288. 

GERMAN  REFORMED  SYNOD  OF  THE  SOUTH,  delegate  to,  appointed,  281. 

INDEPENDENT  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  report  of  delegate  to,  282. 

MEMPHIS,  Synod  of,  meeting  appointed,  281. 

MINUTES,  price  of,  fixed,  262  ;  one  copy  to  be  sent  to  each  minister,  263. 

NARRATIVE  OF  RELIGION,  286,  291. 

OFFICERS,  elected,  242. 

PAS3?OR,  right  of  voting  in  the  election  of,  overture  concerning,  246 ;  answer 
to,  261. 

PUBLICATION,  report  of  Executive  Committee,  250,305;  report  of  Standing 
Committee,  264;  Executive  Committee  nominated,  265;  elected,  283. 

REVISION  OF  BOOK  OF  PSALMS  AND  HYMNS,  report  of  committee,  249,  288. 

REVISION  OF  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT  AND  BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  re- 
port of  committee,  244 ;  to  revise  Directory  of  Worship,  270. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  appointed,  242. 
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SUPERANNUATED  AND  DISABLED  MINISTERS,  report  of  committee,  251, 

279,  288. 
SYNODICAL  RECORDS,  committees  on,  243 ;  presented,  248  ;  of  Virginia,  251; 

reports  on,  260,  270. 
SYSTEMATIC  BENEVOLENCE,  report  on,  268. 
THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  at  Columbia,  report  of  Board  of  Directors,  246,  294; 

report  of  Faculty,  297  ;  report  of  Treasurer,  302. 

Union  Theological  Seminary,  report  of,  267. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee,  284. 
TRUSTEES,  report,  247  ;  referred  to  a  committee,  248  ;  their  report,  252  ;  elected, 

289. 
UNITED  SYNOD  OF  THE  SOUTH,  committee  of  conference  on  union  with,  re- 
port, 249 ;  memorials  on  union    with,  252,  259 :  report  presented,  253 ;  Dr. 

Baird's  statement,  258  ;  report  referred  to   special  committee,  263  ;  report  of 

that  committee,  271 ;  vote  on,  276;  delegates  to  the  Synod,  278 ;  report  of 

delegate  to,  282. 
VOLUNTARY  SOCIETIES,  overture  concerning,  286. 


